
Ever-Growing
This school year our adult education chapel class has had terrific attendance, even over 
Zoom! (Or, maybe because of Zoom.) We’ve also had many stimulating presenters who 
have prompted growth in our faith as well.

We’ve made a few changes to our previously published schedule, so feel free to print 
this updated version and keep it as a reference for the rest of this year. 

Many thanks to our chapel class planning team: Nella Kennedy, Jeff Munroe, Laurie 
Orlow, Peg Van Grouw and Pastor Kama.

February 21 Unaccompanied Minors and Transitional Foster Care 
Sophia Bouma-Prediger; Bethany Christian Services, Holland

Every day, thousands of children flee their homes to seek safety in the United States. Children who 
arrive to the US without their parents are called “unaccompanied minors”. Many unaccompanied 
minors come from Central America. These children need a safe, loving home as they seek family 
reunification. While Bethany Services works to reunify children with their families, they provide a 
variety of services for the children including placement in a safe and loving home. Children typically 
stay in this Transitional Foster Care program for 1-3 months. Children in this program cannot 
be adopted. Sophia will share the process that children go through before, during and after this 
transitional foster care.

Feb 28 Male Writers in the Harlem Renaissance 
Stephen Hemenway, Professor of English; Hope College

Poetry collections by such male writers as Langston Hughes, Countee Cullen, Claude McKay, and Jean 
Toomer continue to play significant roles in African-American and mainstream literature today. Some 
of these authors also wrote influential dramas, novels, and memoirs. Their works connect to political 
and musical contributions by W.E.B. Du Bois, Marcus Garvey, Paul Robeson, Louis Armstrong, and 
Duke Ellington. 



March 7  Female Writers in the Harlem Renaissance 
Stephen Hemenway, Professor of English; Hope College

Dr. Hemenway continues the theme of writers in the Harlem Renaissance, this week focusing on 
female writers. Memorable novels by such female writers as Zora Neale Hurston, Nella Larsen, 
Jessie Faucet, and Dorothy West examined the powerful and influential roles of African- American 
women in the creative culture of this “New Negro Movement” in the USA. Their works connect to the 
contemporary achievements of Bessie Smith, Josephine Baker, and A’Lelia Walker. 

March 14 Historical Christian Responses to Pandemics 
Kent Fry, Pastor of Leadership and Preaching; Third Reformed Church

Although our experience with the COVID-19 pandemic is unique to us, pandemics are not new to those 
who have gone before. Historically the Christian church has responded to each pandemic in various 
ways. Pastor Kent will talk about what the church today can learn from how the church has responded 
in the past. 

March 21 Illustrated Gospels
Nella Kennedy, member of Third Reformed Church; Senior Research Fellow and Official Translator, 
Van Raalte Institute

Papyri and codices were already illustrated in ancient Greek and Roman texts, and in spite of the 
Jewish proscription against depicting biblical personages, the early Christians increasingly followed 
the unbelievers’ practice. Examples of the earliest illustrated Gospels to the late nineteenth century 
will be shown and analyzed. 

March 28 40: The Gospels
Joel Schoon-Tanis, member of Third Reformed Church; Artist, Author, Musician, Business person

40: The Gospels is Joel’s most recent book which highlights 40 important stories found in the 
Gospels. Additionally, a booklet with meditations written by a variety of people shares the meaning 
of each story. What was involved in bringing Joel’s vision to fruition? Joel will give us a behind-
the-scenes look at the inspiration for his illustration choices, the development of ideas, and some 
technical insights on making it happen. 

April 4 No education; Easter/Spring Break 

April 11 Creation Care Begins with You
Mark Faga, Lead Custodian, Third Reformed Church;TRC Green Team Member; Member of Third Reformed 
Church 

Our church facilities director, Mark Faga, has written many newsletter articles on practical ways 
ordinary people can tend to our creation’s welfare. This morning we will hear from Mark and two of 
our members about how they were drawn into the practical work of creation care. We’ll hear about 
their passions and their ensuing action.



April 18 Environmental Sociology
Aaron Franzen; Hope College Associate Professor of Sociology 

Dr. Franzen teaches courses in sociology of medicine, environmental sociology and sociology of 
religion. Today he will explain what environmental sociology is, and offer hopeful examples of it. Dr. 
Franzen is enjoying slowly naturalizing more of his backyard, recently reseeding over 2,000 square 
feet of it with native and often edible plant species.

April 25 Understanding our Social Identities
Robyn Afrik, Director of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion, Ottawa County

Ottawa County’s vision of the new office of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion is a simple one: “Where 
You Belong.” Robyn Afrik, Director, will help enable each of us to play an important part in making 
this vision a reality. She will share information about the DEI, the power of belonging, and the work to 
come. 

May 2, 9 RCA Church Governance 
Dan Griswold, Pastor and Classis Coordinator; Holland Classis, RCA 

Dan Griswold will spend two weeks with us. On May 2, Dan will clarify the governance and structure 
of our denomination. Having a clear understanding of how we function helps us to understand how 
changes happen or do not happen within the RCA. On May 9, Dan will provide a preview of decisions 
that our General Synod delegates will face in June, 2021. A primary point of business will focus on 
the report that was 2 years in the making, called “Vision 2020”. This report can be accessed on the 
denominational website: rca.org 

May 16 Possible class on Disability for Disability Sunday 

May 23 Update on Life at the Mexico/U.S. Border 
Angel Lopez, pastor of El Encuentro; Third Reformed Church

We will hear an update about the current state of life at the border between Ciudad Juarez and El 
Paso, Texas. Updates will include news on Angel’s brother, Pastor Samuel, and his congregation which 
ministers to refugees in Mexico. 

Next Year A Lifetime in Missions: Margaret and Harvey Doorenbos 
Paul Heusinkveld, U.S Dept. of State (retired)

Dr. Harvey and Margaret Doorenbos, members of our congregation, spent much of their adult years 
in the mission field. Paul Heusinkveld is a child of Arabian missionaries and is the editor of Margaret’s 
compilation, entitled Margaret’s Mission to Arabia, Africa & India, 1965-2010.” It  recounts decades of 
selfless medical, educational and spiritual service. Harvey and Margaret gave to the needy, especially 
the poor and downtrodden, in Arabia and Africa. 


