
At Third Reformed Church, we value life-
long learning. On Sunday mornings, adult 
learners have the opportunity to attend one 
of three educational opportunities - . On 
Wednesday evenings, we offer an adult 
bilingual (Spanish and English) Bible study/
prayer group, and also a topical study 
addressing current day issues. We invite you 
to join us on this path of deepening our 
faith.

Sunday adult ed classes: 9:45 - 10:45 am 

CHAPEL CLASS SCHEDULE                                 
Seven week series: “Loving God, Others, 
and Self”

Sept 15, 22, 29, Oct 6   The Gospel of John; 
Robert Van Voorst         

Retired professor of New Testament studies at Western 
Seminary, Bob Van Voorst, will lead the class on a deep 
dive into the gospel of John and explore what it has to 
say to us today. Bob is a member of Third Church.

Oct 13, 20, 27   Loving with a Whole Heart;
Remi Schloff

Remi Schloff is a therapist with years of experience 
working with individuals, couples and families. In this 
three session series, Remi will cover one topic each 
week: 1) Preserving Fun, Friendship and Sensuality; 2) 
Relationship Danger Signs; 3) The Broken Mirror: Body 
Image, Addictions and Distractions. Remi  is a member 
of Third Church.

Dec 8 New Approaches to Creation Care
James Skillen      

James Skillen is an associate professor at Calvin College, 
and a contributor to the book, Beyond Stewardship; New 
Approaches to Creation Care, which was published on July 
1, 2019. This book is intended to to equip Christians think 
more intentionally about the relationship we have with the 
nonhuman creation in which we are embedded.

Dec 15, 22 and 29 No education hour

Semester theme: “Coping with a Changing World”

Jan 5 Exercising Christian Civility in a Polarized 
World; David Ryden

We live in an increasingly polarized world… politically, 
culturally and religiously. Indeed, our own cities, 
neighborhoods and faith communities are beginning to 
reflect these divisions. This session will explore how we 
might faithfully exercise Christian civility even as we 
maintain fidelity to our deepest convictions and beliefs. As 
Christians we hope to model for the broader culture a 
shared commitment to the common good.

Jan 12 Book review: The Righteous Mind: Why Good 
People Are Divided by Politics and Religion   
Bruce Bassett

Although Bruce holds a degree in Mathematics from the 
University of Chicago, he also holds great interest in 
politics, religion, history, government, astronomy, and 
reading. Bruce will share what he has learned from this 
book written by Jonathan Haidt. Bruce is a member of Third 
Church.

Jan 19 The History of the Second Amendment  
Fred Johnson

"A well regulated militia, being necessary to the security of a 
free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, 
shall not be infringed.” Hope College’s associate professor 
of history, Fred Johnson, will help us understand the 
evolution and various interpretations of this amendment 
which has created considerable debate regarding its 
intended scope.

Six week series: “The Earth Is the Lord’s”

Nov 3 Biblical Examples of Earth Stewardship  
Steve Bouma Prediger                              

As Christians, we find inspiration in the Bible. How does 
scripture encourage us to take care of God’s creation? As 
a Hope College religion professor, Steve chairs the 
Campus Sustainability Advisory committee and has a life-
long investment in creation care.

Nov 10 Cleaning Up the Messes We Make                                
Dennis Gebben              

We are familiar with industry waste, accidents or “spills” 
that harm the environment. How do we care for creation 
after we have harmed it? Dennis has over 45 years of 
experience with the environmental industry, including 
developing a division for Environmental Services at WW 
Engineering & Science, Inc. Dennis is a member of Third 
Church.

Nov 17 Affordable Housing; Ryan Kilpatrick  
As the director of “Housing Next”, Ryan provides the city 
of Holland with strategic directions for increasing 
Holland’s supply of housing at all price points. Learn 
about what’s happening in our city to make housing 
“work” for our population.

Nov 24 Stewardship at Holland’s BPW; Terry Kroll     
In 2016, Holland’s BPW transitioned completely  from coal 
to natural gas. Terry Kroll is the lead operator at the new 
Holland Energy Park, responsible for keeping energy 
pumping to our homes and businesses. He will discuss 
the ways in which our BPW practices “stewardship.” Terry 
is a member of Third Church.

Dec 1 Holland’s Stewardship of Water
Andrew Reynolds

Andrew works on the staff of Holland’s water treatment 
plant as a planning engineer. His work extends beyond 
the treatment plant to our watershed and Lake Macatawa. 
You will gain a deeper understanding of the thought and 
effort that goes into caring for the water around us. 
Andrew is a member of Third Church. 
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Jan 26, Feb 2
A Brief History of Disputes in Marriage
Linda Walvoord DeVelder
Marriage was never a subject without dispute. The 
developing Christian church gave new shape to ancient 
disputes they inherited from Greek, Roman, and early 
Christian “fathers.” Disputes included differing views of 
the body, the superiority of marriage or chastity, the 
headship of husbands over wives, the rights of parents or 
church to forbid a marriage, the concept of “true love” in 
romance, the status of widows, the appropriateness of 
interracial marriage, interfaith marriage, and divorce, and 
finally, the meaning of vows. Linda is a member of Third 
Church.

Feb 9 Depression and Anxiety in Youth and 
Children; Jenna Nienhuis

Many students today experience distress in their mental 
health and emotional well-being. Jenna, a psychotherapist 
practicing in Holland, will help the class understand how to 
recognize and respond to depression and anxiety in the 
youth around them.

Feb 16, Feb 23 Suicide Awareness;  David Litts
David Litts, a retired Air Force colonel, served as the 
Executive Secretary for the National Action Alliance for 
Suicide Prevention, and is an educator and consultant on 
suicide prevention.

Mar 1 Cyber Bullying; Rick Frens
As the principal of Hamilton Middle School, Rick is aware 
of the effects of cyber bullying. He will discuss how cyber 
bullying manifests, and how adults can help students 
navigate the rocky technological terrain they face. Rick is a 
member of Third Church.

Mar 8 No education hour; Church Retreat
Mar 15 Microaggressions; Alan Headbloom             
Microaggressions are behaviors and words by mostly well-
intended people who do not know they are offending 
others from non-dominant groups (like people of color, 
women, LGBTQ folks, people with disabilities, older 
workers, and others). Alan will talk about the cumulative 
effects of microaggressions and how to guard against 
them to create a respectful environment for all. Alan is a 
coach for effective cross-cultural communication in the 
workplace.

Mar 22 TBA

Mar 29, Apr 5 Church Governance 101 
Dan Griswold

Holland’s Classis Coordinator, Dan Griswold, will 
spend two weeks with us, first clarifying the govern- 
ance and structure of our denomination. The next 
week he will offer a preview of decisions that our 
General Synod delegates will face in June, 2020.

Apr 12 No education; Easter Sunday

Encounters with Christianity
Apr 19 Chuck Van Engen - 

Mexico’s Indiginous Culture
Apr 26   Don Luidens -

Muslim Culture
May 3 Joyce Magee - 

Japanese Culture
Each week, a guest will share how other cultures 
receive and/or resist the basic elements of the 
Christian faith, and why parts of Christian doctrine 
conflict with their religion, faith, or worldview.

May 10 The Neuroscience of Mystical 
Experience; Russ Dykstra

Russ Dykstra not only has a personal interest in 
neuroscience, he also has a curiosity about how our 
brains participate in mystical experiences. Russ will 
lead the class in discussion and discovery on this 
topic. Russ is a member of Third Church.

May 17 TBA

“Compassionate Leadership in Action” 
Dan Rooks and Steve Orlow, leading; 
Sundays, September 15 - December 8, 2019 
Lower level; room 22 

“I have been preoccupied most of my life with two 
questions: ‘What happens to disconnect us from our 
compassionate nature, leading us to behave 
violently and exploitatively? And conversely, what 
allows some people to stay connected to their 
compassionate nature under even the most trying 
circumstances’?” 
These were questions raised by Marshal Rosenberg, 
who developed the Nonviolent Communication 
(NVC) approach. Given the current state of divisive 
polarization within our country and denomination, 
the skills of NVC offer an opportunity for us to 
improve our ability to listen and express ourselves 
well in the midst of tension and conflict.  

This class will read “Transforming Church Conflict: 
Compassionate Leadership in Action” by Deborah 
Van Deusen Hensinger and Theresa F. Latini. They 
offer a biblical and congregational context to the 
principles of NVC. Readings from this book will be 
paired with a focus on 18 key concepts related to 
the practice of Nonviolent Communication.  

Steve and Dan have been teaching NVC in the Ionia 
Correctional Facility for the past three and a half 
years. Given the NVC experience of some 
incarcerated students, Dan and Steve plan on 
organizing email correspondence between TRC 
students and the Ionia students.  Class size will be 
limited to 15 students. Class members will be 
expected to complete assigned readings prior to 
class. The class isn’t a lecture course, but serves as 
a laboratory for putting NVC into practice. 

Considering the class size limitation, please email 
Steve Orlow at steven@orlow.org with questions, or 
to signal your commitment to attending the class.

BIBLE STUDY CLASS
“The Light Will Shine”
Kerygma Advent Study
November 3-December , 2019
Sundays, 9:45-11:45 am

Pastor Kent Fry and others will lead this five 
week course to connect us to the church 
season of Advent. 
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