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Sunday Worship Themes for September

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Sunrise Saints
Our summer recess is almost over and we will soon be starting our fall
program for the Sunrise Saints. This men’s group will begin on Wednesday, September 5 at 6:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. We will have breakfast and then begin our study of the book, Doubt, Faith & Certainty by
Anthony C. Thiselton. The first week we will be reading the Preface and
Chapter 1, (pp; vii-16). If you need a copy of the book call Harold Gazan
at 392-7018,
All men are invited and urged to consider joining this group for rich fellowship and interesting discussions. Those who are planning to be present at the September 5 meeting are asked to bring a box of their favorite
cereal to restock our pantry. If you have any questions call Bill Unzicker
(335-9559}. We will be looking for you.

Invitation to those considering
membership at Third Church:
On Sunday, September 30 and October 7 Pastor Kent is inviting those
worshiping with us to attend an orientation that may lead to membership
at Third Church. We will meet 9:45 to 10:45 a.m. in the Conference Room
in the Church Office area on the main floor. This will be a time of sharing
about the church and an opportunity to ask questions, but most of all to
get acquainted. Coffee is on and other breakfast treats!

Upcoming Events at Third
Sunday, September 9 All Church Picnic 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday, September 12 LIFT Kick-Off Party for children, youth &
their parents 5:30 p.m.
Sunday, September 16 Return to 2 services 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Education hour 9:45; Pizza Lunch 12:15 p.m.
Sunday, September 30 Apple Picking 4:00 p.m.
Sunday, November 4, Rietberg Concert, 3:00 p.m.
Wednesday, November 15, LIFT ends for semester
Thursday, November 22, Thanksgiving Day Service, 10:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 9, Choir Carol Service, 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 16, Christmas Caroling & Pizza Dinner, 4:00 p.m.
Sundays, December 23 & 30, One service at 11:00 a.m.
Monday, December 24, Christmas Eve, services at 5:00 & 11:00 p.m.

Seasons of the Spirit: Integrating Worship and Education for the Program Year
2018-2019. Worship main text will be
studied in all children and youth education classes beginning with Sunday, September 30. And the focus scripture will
be the basis of Pastor Kama’s small
group on Sunday morning.

Sunday, September 2 “From the
Heart”
Song of Solomon 2:8-13
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper
Sunday, September 9 “Desperate Need”
Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23
Mark 7:24-37
Church Picnic Following 10:00 AM
Worship
Sunday, September 16 “Who Do You
Say that I Am?”
Fall Schedule Begins
8:30 and 11:00 AM
Proverbs 1:20-33
Mark 8:27-38
Education Classes for all ages begin
at 9:45 AM
Sunday, September 23
Pastor Kama Preaching
Proverbs 31:10-31
Mark 9:30-37
Infant Baptism
Sunday, September 30 “Spectacular
Wonders and Small Deeds”
Esther 7:1-6, 9-10, 9:20-22
Mark 9:38-50
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Adult Education
Adult Education classes begin at 9:45 a.m.
Bible Study, “The Presence of the Future-The Book of Revelation and the
Life of Discipleship Today”
Led by George Hunsberger & Pastor
Kent Fry
This class engages a biblical book that
announces itself as “The Revelation of
Jesus Christ.” For a church whose
motto is “to know Christ, and to make
Christ known,” nothing could be more
pertinent! The class will read, hear,
and carefully listen to what this book
“reveals” about Jesus, and about our
calling as his people as we await his
return. We will pay attention to the
vividly symbolic form of literature by
which the meaning of the world’s history and life is expressed, in order to
be encouraged in hope even amid the
disturbing and dire circumstances of
the world we inhabit. We will seek to
learn how to see beyond what is seen,
to trust the justice and presence of
God, and bear faithful witness that
Jesus is Lord—and is coming!

The book by Bruce Metzger, Breaking
the Code: Understanding the Book of
Revelation will accompany us on this
journey.

Pastor Kent Fry
What is the Christian’s responsibility in
today’s society to reclaim and proclaim Jesus as Lord?

(Please note that Amanda Dykhouse
who has taught the class for many
years and done such a commendable
job, is stepping out of the role at least
for this year as she keeps up with two
teenagers in their senior year of high
school).

Sept. 23
“Reclaiming Jesus through Worship”
Steve Orlow
How do we broaden the ways we worship to acknowledge God’s divine participation in this world, and to ponder
how God asks us to live our lives and
show love for one another?

Youth
Connections

high school students work experience, two of the Youth Connection stucareer skills, and a chance to serve
dents.
their communities. During the first
week of August, six young people
and a supervisor assisted Angel
Lopez and Roger De Young in replacing the deck on the back of
the 276 W 14th St. (Marilyn
Brown's) house which is used for
Third's housing ministry. Shown in
the photo is Angel working with

By Roger DeYoung
Each year Third Reformed Church contributes to the Holland Youth Connections Program which provides employment opportunities for at-risk youth in
the summer. The program gives 60-70

Adult Spiritual Formation Class will
meet each Sunday morning in the Centennial Room on the lower level. This
class is participatory, experiential and
rooted in scripture as we talk about
ways we practically live out our faith
in Christ.

Sept. 30
“The Connection between Service
and Reclaiming Jesus”
TRC Deacons Scott Millen & Amy
Lunn
How do we, as individuals and as
members of TRC, reclaim Christ
Chapel Class
through acts of service? What is our
“Reclaiming Jesus” (Four week series) congregation doing, and what are we
hoping to do?
Sept. 16
“Reclaiming Jesus”
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Continue
By Pastor Kent Fry
“As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord,
continue to live
your lives in him,
rooted and built
up in him and
established in
the faith, just as
you were taught,
abounding in
thanksgiving.” (Colossians 2:6)
This past year, we celebrated our
150th Anniversary with many events
and calling to mind again and again
our rich heritage as a congregation.
The historic purpose statement of the
church is “to know Christ and to make
Christ known.” But here in this passage from Paul’s Letter to the Colossians, Paul not only calls Christians to
know Christ but to continue to live
their lives rooted in Jesus Christ.
There is much evidence in our culture
and nation that it is increasingly difficult to live out being a disciple of Jesus. There is the phenomena of the
“Nones” and the “Dones,” those that
are consciously selecting to be religiously unaffiliated or those who have
dropped out of the church after years
of discipleship and nurture. Jesus prepared us for this in the Gospel of Mark
with the parable of the various kinds
of soil. Sometimes “the seed falls
among the thorns and the cares of the
world, and the lure of wealth, and the
desire for other things come in and

meeting youth
and parents.
He was a key
participant in
our summer
ministries.
Paul, in this
passage, calls
us to be
“rooted and
built up in
him.” Caring for members of the conchoke the word.” And yet the amazing
gregation continues to be a key emthing is that some of the seed falls
phasis of our congregation. Pastor
among the good soil and it bears an
Kama has shifted much more into conamazing harvest.
gregational care. Thanks to the comWe are excited about the Fall of 2018 munication team, we have been much
in our 151st Year as we desire to con- better able to track the needs and
tinue to live our lives in Christ. Worworship attendance of the congregaship this program year will integrate
tion, following up on those who are
one main scripture reading with the
not with us. Networks of small
educational focus for children and
groups, formal and informal, continue
youth each Sunday. We will use ecu- to be an important component of carmenical worship and educational reing and community.
sources from Seasons of the Spirit.
In a nation broken over immigration
This is the first Fall Season with our
and racial divisions, we have sought to
new hymnbook which has been an
practice hospitality with our Hispanic
adjustment, but has almost unanineighbors in the community of Holmously been received by the congreland. One evidence of this was our
gation. A music team led by Linda
joint Vacation Bible School this sumStrouf is seeking to implement greater
mer with Ebenezer Assembly of God
instrumental variety in our congregawhich is primarily a Spanish speaking
tional singing and other music offerHispanic congregation in the charisings.
matic tradition. We learned to love
This Fall we welcome Hunter Brumels our brothers and sisters in Christ and
as our new youth director. He has
to welcome the gifts we could share
been getting ready for the Fall prowith one another. We are blessed by
gram, developed some exciting
the ministry of Pastors Angel and
themes, already been out and about
(continued on page 10)
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Finance Report
By Jeff Beird, Treasurer
Financial performance improved during the last four months, providing a
better over-all picture compared to
my last report in April.

The combined impact of lower Income
and higher Expenses results in a loss of
$104,000 through 7/31/18. Last year
at this time, we were breaking even in
terms of income over expenses on an
Income, excluding draws from our enoperating basis.
dowment is currently down about 10%
over last year. As of 7/31/18, we had We have mentioned before, that the
achieved 53% of the budgeted target current situation is not unusual at this
through 58% of our fiscal year.
point of the year. Historically, we
have received higher giving levels durAt the same time, expenses through
ing the final quarter of the year
the end of July are more than $50,000,
(October to December) while expensor 8%, higher than the same period
es tend to be incurred more evenly
last year. Accounts for Salaries and
throughout the year. I think the asbenefits, Fellowship and Physical Plant
pect to consider here is not the deficit
Expenses account for the gap. At the
itself, but rather the scale compared
current rate, we will end up spending
to last year and more importantly, to
6% more than the approved budget
budgeted targets for 2018.
for 2018 by year-end.

On a brighter note, our reserve accounts remain healthy, and ahead of
last year. We can certainly cover the
current level of deficit and remain
hopeful that it will not grow significantly in the final five months of the
year. A more favorable scenario
would show that deficit decreasing,
either through increased giving or expense moderation (or a combination
of the two) through the remainder of
the year. With five months left in the
fiscal year, we certainly have time to
impact our current financial position.
I’ve included some high-level numbers
below that I think are good indicators
of our current financial position. If
you would like additional information
or have any questions, please let me
know.

6 | 3rd Generation September Newsletter | A Publication of Third Reformed Church

Children’s Ministries
“Seasons of the Spirit”
This year, all the children and youth during
our Education hour will be focusing on the
same scripture passages that will be used in
Sanctuary worship. We hope that this will
promote family discussions that center
around a story/passage that everyone has
experienced at their age level. We pray that
as we study God’s word together that our
families and our congregation will be built up
to better serve in God’s world.

Important Information for your Calendar
Sunday Morning Education begins on Sunday,
Sept. 16 for all ages. 9:45-10:45 a.m.
9:25-9:45
9:45-10:00

TRC Singers/Chimes
Children’s Choir
for Preschool-2nd Grades
9:45-10:00 Sunday Morning Live
for 3rd Grade -High School
students and their families
10:00-10:45 Classes for All children & Youth

Do you like to gather around a campfire and share
exciting and scary stories as you watch the flames
in the fire? The Bible is filled with amazing “scary”
and exciting stories that are more than just fun…
These stories can teach us important lessons about
our great and powerful God!

Come join us around the campfire at

LIFT*

“Campfire Stories”
Who:
What:

All Kids ages 4—the 5th Grade.
Exciting evenings of Bible stories, games,
singing, crafts and special events.
Where: Third Reformed Church.
When: At LIFT*—Wednesday evenings.
Starts Sept. 12 (Fun Night)
September 19 (Regular Night)
Dinner and Community Time at 5:30 p.m.
“Campfire Stories” Lessons and Program:
6:15-7:30 p.m.

Summer Memories
“River Rapids” Backyard Bash
“Rolling River Rampage” VBS
Thank you to the Congregation for the support
of these special summer ministries!

Why:

To have fun as we hear some amazing Bible
stories that teach us some awesome
truths about God !

*LIFT = Life In Faith Together
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Youth News

School students helped out with a variety of tasks during the week, from
By Hunter Brumels
leading games, to helping out with
The youth have been busy helping out crafts, and being group leaders for
kids! VBS is an amazing time to show
with Thirds’ Vacation Bible School. It
was a blast to see all the kids come to kids and their parents what it means
the church from the community for a to worship God, and a great time to
build relationships! It was fantastic to
week of worship, learning, and fun!
see all the middle and high students
Middle school students and High

engaging with the kids, and volunteering with this spectacular ministry! We
even were able to go enjoy some ice
cream at Captain Sundae during the
week! Thank you to all the students
that volunteered with VBS this summer!

Third Reformed
Church Women's
Ministries

new family we will be assisting with
paper and health products this
year. We would like to suggest that
perhaps these critical items be
brought to Bible Study to try to keep
them separate from other donations. We also are encouraging each
Bible Study to take an offering to help
us build a steadier financial base since
we no longer have membership
dues. Any amount will be gratefully
received!

Your board met on July 30, 2018. We
got through a long agenda including a
healthy discussion about future fundraising efforts. After hearing about
the many grants we have been able to
give (including outreach and mission
By Gretchen Munroe, Betty
support for Third Reformed), we
Voskuil, Co-Presidents
agreed to keep exploring opportunities to continue this important mission
We are excited about the new prowhich has been at the core of everygram year. Our kick-off meeting will
thing WMTRC has done over its proud
be Thursday, September 6, 2018 at
history. Cake baking is our premiere
7:00 pm in the Chapel. Our speaker
effort. Sandy Stielstra reported that
for the evening is our own Rev. Janelle the cake orders are coming in for the
Lopez-Koolhaas who will bring her
fall semester. She is hoping for a lot
insight as a pastor and missionary to
of willing bakers!
our forthcoming study of Ephesians. Delicious refreshments will fol- Sarah Unzicker reported that the next
low the program! We hope to see all Breakfast with Baby will be October
13. Maria gave us an update on the
of you there.

Don't forget to pick up your membership roster booklets at church! They
contain almost everything you need to
know about our wonderful group!
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Living Green
By Mark Faga
Are you ready for Fall? Cooler temps,
dryer air, the changing colors of the
leaves and yes.....football! I certainly
am. However, the heat and humidity
this summer have kept me indoors
more than usual and I found myself in
a position to purge and organize. It's a
work in progress, but it is getting
done....slowly. I think of this process
like a Spring cleaning but I'm going to
call it a Summer Purge. I want to be
ready for the Fall so that I can get out
and enjoy it.
As I was beginning to purge I came
across an HGTV e-mail entitled "50
things to get rid of now." So I read it
to see how I was doing. To see if I was
ahead of the article or sadly behind. Fortunately I had a good handle
on most of what the article was telling
us to get rid of now but I thought I'd
share some of the list with you just in
case you needed a little nudge in the
right direction. So here we go.....
Things you should recycle ASAP

-broken appliances, old appliance
manuals, old remotes, old or extra
chargers and electronic cables, unidentifiable keys, take out menus (easy
to find on-line), last year’s holiday
cards (as long as you have saved the
addresses) etc.
Things you should donate ASAP
-old Halloween costumes, unused recipe books, movies you can live without, old formal wear, old glasses,
books you've outgrown or won't read
again, appliances you don't use regularly, etc.
Things you should toss ASAP
-expired make up and make up samples, expired and unidentifiable medications (take these to the health
dept.), old spices (they usually only
last 12 months but you can always tell
if they are past prime if there is no
smell), old toothbrushes (use them to
clean small spaces and grout), old
paint, games with missing pieces, old
crafting supplies and socks without
mates though in today's world this is
completely acceptable so only do this
if it bothers you.

So now that your home is clutter free,
get ready to get out and enjoy Fall,
when it comes. Next month we'll talk
about how to keep your newly organized and clutter free home clean with
some good old fashioned planet
friendly, DIY cleaning products using
ingredients you should already have at
home.
Until then, let me leave you with a
new segment from HGTV mag on
"How long do things last?" I will give
you a couple a month as the article
goes through the alphabet from aloe
vera gel to zit cream.
So how long does aloe vera gel last?
Once opened, it can last up to 12
months if you cap it tightly and store
in a closet or the fridge.
How long do plant bulbs last? As long
as you fertilize in the Fall and water
well in the Spring the bulbs you plant
should last anywhere from 10-15
years. The same goes for dahlias,
gladiolus and calla lilies however these
bulbs will need to be dug up and
stored before the first frost.

New Members George & Ellie Higginson
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There’s a place for YOU in the TRC Music Ministry

Sing and Play Together
Music is one of God’s
greatest gifts to the
church. Won’t you help
celebrate in worship each
week in the singing or
playing of music?

Children’s Choir is for children ages 4 through
2nd grade. It meets on Sunday mornings beginning September 16 from 9:45-10:00 a.m.
The children sing in worship on a regular basis.

Let us deeply root our faith with songs we sing and play together.

TRC Singers is for boys and girls in grades 3-5. It meets on Sunday mornings
beginning September 16 from 9:25-9:45 a.m.
These boys and girls sing in worship on a regular basis
and learn to play hand chimes in the winter season.
The TRC Ringers is for
youth in grades 6-12. It
meets on the 2nd and 4th
Sundays of each month
beginning on September
26 at 10:00 a.m. This is a
hand bell choir
for youth only!

The Sanctuary Choir is the larger vocal choir
that sings at the weekly 11:00 am worship service and presents special programs throughout the church year. Rehearsals are on
Wednesday nights beginning on September 5
from 6:20–8:00 p.m. High school-adult ages
are welcome!

Matins Choir
is a small vocal choir that
sings at the
weekly 8:30
a.m. worship
service. Rehearsals begin
at 8:00 a.m.
Sunday mornings. The first
rehearsal and
service are on
9/16. Families with
younger singers are especially encouraged to sing
in this choir.

“Those who sing – pray twice.” –St. Augustine of Hippo

The Carillon Choir is a hand bell choir for youth and adults. It meets Sunday
afternoons from 4:45-5:45 p.m. beginning on September 16. This group is in
need of new members and substitute ringers.
Questions? Call or email Linda Strouf, Minister of Music or Mary Van Voorst, Director of Youth/Children’s Music.

Apple Picking
Sunday, September 30
4:00 p.m. at Dutch Market
(196 and 109th Ave.-exit 26)
Come for a short worship time together followed by a horse drawn wagon ride into the

orchard to pick a variety of apples. (Bags will be provided). Donut holes and cider will be served.
Please watch the bulletin for times to sign-up
for this event.
All ages, relatives, friends, students, and
neighbors are welcome! Bring a lawn chair.
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Thank You
Brothers and Sisters of Third Reformed
Church:
Since late 2017 we have found ourselves in a series of medical issues. One
thing we learned is how important our
church family is to us. Each get well
card has been precious and lifted our
days. We especially appreciated the
cards and concern when John’s sister,
Betty, died. It has been a blessing to be
able to attend worship once again and
“patiently” wait for a time when John
does not need the help of a caregiver.
We are most grateful for your love and
support.
Peace to all,
John and Eileen Nordstrom
A big thank you to my “TRC Admirers”
for the beautiful 90th birthday flowers.
P.J. Booi

(continued from page 4)
Janelle Lopez-Koolhaas who provide
gifts and resources in Hispanic and
Outreach ministries of our congregation.
Our congregation is also expressing a
world-wide Christian perspective
through our mission partnerships
around the world. A team to welcome international students from
Hope College and Western Theological Seminary has been established.
The past couple of years we have had

Neighborhood Outreach
Program
By Dale Dykema, Vice-President of Consistory
Third Reformed Church has added to its long tradition of mission
support with the Neighborhood
Outreach Program. This is a mission we find literally in our
“backyard.” Recent events point
to the promise and problems of
this mission. Since some of our
neighbors are Spanish speakers,
we have made such accommodations as the Wednesday night
bilingual prayer group and Spanish sections in our Vacation Bible
School. The experience of those
in charge of VBS is telling. 25% of
the sections were in Spanish and
75% in English. Most of the children from homes where Spanish
is spoken elected to be in the

Masters in Theology students worshiping with us, and this will continue
in this coming year. World Christianity is on the move and growing, and
we are a part of this, learning from
and sharing with our Christian brothers and sisters around the world.

English sections! It seems that
what appears to be language barrier to many of our adult members, is viewed as an opportunity
by our younger members. This is
partly due to a large participation
in the Holland Language Academy.
As we go forward with this mission we should take heart from
what our youth are modeling for
us.

We have made a start, and we continue reaching across boundaries, barriers, and cultures to be one in Christ.
Third Church has touched three centuries; the floors in the sanctuary
creak, but the picture above suggests
something of the forward movement
and energy of the congregation as we
continue in our 151st year.

At a recent communion service, one
of the members of the congregation
noted that this was the most diverse “Let us continue to live our lives in
that they have ever experienced Third Christ.”
Reformed Church.
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CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
Birthdays/Anniversaries
(birthdays 80 years plus/anniversaries 50 years plus)

Marshall & Jacquie Elzinga
Dennis & Betty Lou Voskuil
Bill & Nella Kennedy

September 1
September 4
September 10

58 years
53 years
58 years

Address/Phone Changes
Steve & Krystal Bulthuis, 10593 Northfield Dr., Zeeland, MI 49464

Sympathy to
Roxanne and Bill Helder in the death of Roxanne’s brother, Ron Koster, on
July 22.
the family and friends of Margaret Wallace who died on August 6.
Anna, Jeff, Josey, Eliza, & Owen Beird in the death of their father and
grandfather, Al Glendening, on August 28.

All Church Picnic
Sunday, September 9
following the worship service,
on the church lawn.
The meal will be catered by Hog Wild. The Fellowship Committee will make a vegetarian and
vegan option available for those who would
prefer that alternative. To place your order for
the vegetarian/vegan option please call the
church office, 392-1459, by Tuesday, September 5. Donations will be accepted to help cover
the cost of the meal.

Pray for
Libby Boven
Frank Pettinga
Norm Japinga
John Hesselink
Elton Bruins
Sue Pettinga
Martha Beld
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