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What Disciples are Doing in the Fall:   

Pastor Kent Fry   

Our theme for the Fall is “What Disciples Do,” with an emphasis on 

the doing that does not nullify the believing but rather emphasizes 

concrete ways we put our faith into action.  So what are some of 

the ways that we are doing this as a community of Jesus Christ this 

fall? 

Worship:  To launch the fall season we had the music group from 

Grand Rapids, “Hark Up!”  We had a joyous time combined with the 

church picnic.  Our bulletin cover (found on page 2) emphasizes our 

theme as we combine worship and education with one key scrip-

ture text that we will use to emphasize the practical “how to” of a 

disciple.  Many weeks of the fall we will also include a testimony 

from a member of the congregation. 

Care:  A group of church members are accompanying Alma and her 

daughters to Detroit for an important immigration hearing.  We are 

called to walk alongside this family no matter what the result of the 

decision is.  This week any number of congregational members will 

travel to Manistee for the funeral of Linda Strouf’s father.  Coming 

out of the fall, care elders are particularly concentrating on the 

members of the congregation that we have not seen and bringing 

expressions of care.  One of the key ways that I have observed care 

in the life of our congregation is through the quality of support and 

sharing among the Spanish worship community on Sunday after-

noons. 

Hospitality:  We have new people in our midst each Sunday.  We 

invite worship visitors to a worship visitors' breakfast on Sunday, 

October 6 at 9:45 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  The Grilling and 

Games on September 11 on a Wednesday night was a wonderful 

way to invite and welcome families    (continued on page 3 )     
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Young Hearts Luncheon 
Young Hearts will meet for lunch at 12 noon with a program following at 

1 p.m. on Thursday, October 24. In June we heard stories of a “missionary 

kid” by Paul Heusinkveld. We have more than a dozen former missionar-

ies in Third Church. They also have human interest stories to share, en-

counters with folks in a different land with a different culture. These sto-

ries will relate events in Mexico, Japan, Taiwan, Arabia, Africa, and on a 

freighter in the Pacific. Please make your reservations by calling the 

church office, 392-1459, by Monday, October 21. Cost of the lunch is 

$5.00 

Upcoming Events at Third 
Sunday, October 6    Ethnic Potluck following worship 

Sunday, October 27   Rietberg Organ Concert, 3:00 p.m. 

Thursday, November 28 Thanksgiving Day Worship Service, 10:00 a.m.  

Sunday, December 15   Children’s Christmas Program, 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday, December 22   Choir Carol Concert  6:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, December 24  Christmas Eve Services at 5:00 & 11:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

Worship Themes for October 8:30 and 

11:00 AM 

October 6 “Disciples Hold to Sound 

 Teaching” 

 2 Timothy 1:1-14 

 World Communion Sunday 

October 13  “Disciples Redeem  

 the Present Time” 

 Jeremiah 29:1; 4-7; Luke 17:11-19 

 Celebration of Infant Baptism 

October 20 “Disciples Wrestle with 

 Faith” 

 Genesis 32:22-31; Luke 18:1-8 

 Pizza Lunch following 11 AM  

 Worship 

October 27: “Disciples Don’t Judge 

 Luke 18:9-14 

 Family Lunch following 11 AM  

 Worship 

November 3 All Saints Day:   

 Tolling of the Bell for the Saints 

 “Disciples Give out of Gratitude” 

 Luke 19:1-10 
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Compassionate Communication, led 

by Dan Rooks and Steve Orlow, will 

meet each Sunday morning through 

December 8 in  room 22 on the lower 

level. The class will read 

“Transforming Church Conflict: Com-

passionate Leadership in Action” by 

Deborah Van Deusen Hensinger and 

Theresa F. Latini.  They offer a biblical 

and congregational context to the 

principles of nonviolent communica-

tion. Readings from the book will be 

paired with a focus on 18 key concepts 

related to the practice of nonviolent 

communication. 

Chapel Class 

October 6 

“Gospel of John ” 

Robert Van Voorst  

Retired professor of New Testament 

studies at Western Seminary, Bob Van 

Voorst, will lead the class on a deep 

dive into the gospel of John and ex-

plore what it has to say to us today. 

Bob is a member of Third Church. 

October 13, 20, 27  

“Loving with a Whole Heart” 

Remi Schloff  

Remi Schloff is a therapist with years 

of experience working with individu-

als, couples and families. In this three 

session series, Remi will cover one 

topic each week: 1. Preserving Fun, 

Friendship and Sensuality; 2. Relation-

ship Danger Signs; 3. The Broken Mir-

ror: Body Image, Addictions, and Dis-

tractions. Remi is a member of Third 

Church. 

Adult Education 
 

Adult Education classes begin at 9:45 a.m. 

(continued from page 1) 

 in our community and to share to-

gether in a variety of games. 

Growing:  I have noticed in the past 

year recognition among the greater 

church that we are in a new day in the 

midst of our society.  Some of the 

tried and true patterns of church life 

are not as effective as they once were.  

I will be attending an event at West-

ern Seminary on worship and justice a 

model used by a church in New Jer-

sey.  In November, consistory mem-

bers are attending an event by the 

author of the book, Canoeing up the 

Mountain.  Our Discipleship Team is in 

Denver learning new forms of disciple-

ship that will soon be translated with 

the congregation. 

Sharing Ministry:  What we build at 

Third Reformed Church should not be 

around any one individual but rather a 

shared ministry shaped by vision and 

ministry.  I myself am increasingly try-

ing to shape things around ministry 

teams and shared decisions rather 

than lone ranger approaches.  This 

takes longer and is not glitzy but we 

seek to build the kingdom of God at 

Third Church on a solid foundation. 

Dear Third Church, 

Thank you for you prayers and cards 

while I was injured. I felt your prayers 

comforting me Thank you so much. 

Jacob Van Duinen 

Thank you to my TRC family for the 

many cards, visits, prayers and mostly 

the outpouring of love during my 

dad's fall and eventual death.  I ap-

preciate having a close knit church I 

can count on to be my family in my 

time of need. Special thanks to those 

who were able to attend the Celebra-

tion of Life service in Manistee.  It 

means a lot to me that you would 

travel so far to help close this chapter 

in my family's life.   

Lovingly, 

Linda Strouf 

Thank You 
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Our financial picture through 8/31/19 

is much improved compared to last 

year.  In the September newsletter last 

year, I reported a loss of more than 

$100,000. Our current deficit is only 

$53,000.  With 1/3 of the year remain-

ing, I think we have a strong chance to 

meet or possibly even exceed the ap-

proved budget of -$50,000.  It would 

be great to see that loss extinguished 

completely by year-end and I know we 

have that within our reach. 

Of course, our financial possibilities 

are driven by the giving patterns of the 

congregation and the ability to man-

age our expenses over the next four 

months.  2/3s through the year, our 

expenses are right at 66% of budget 

with the categories of Outreach and 

Denominational Support very near 

2018 levels.  It would be hard to be 

more on track than that. 

Our reserve accounts remain healthy 

and ahead of last year. We have add-

ed $40,000 to our reserve accounts 

already in 2019, and if things continue 

in a positive direction we will add an-

other $20,000 by year-end. 

The Stewardship Committee has be-

gun their budgeting activities for 2020, 

with the goal of presenting an oper-

ating budget for consistory’s approval 

in mid-October.  That budget will be 

finalized based on giving and income 

levels through September 30.  

I have included some high-level num-

bers below that I think are good indi-

cators of our current financial posi-

tion.  If you would like additional infor-

mation or have any questions, please 

let me know.  

Finance Report 
By Jeff Beird, Treasurer 

Youth News 
By Hunter Brumels 

The programming year has begun for 

Youth Programs at Third! I am so excit-

ed to hear that everyone had a great 

summer, but to be honest, I am glad 

to have everyone around again and to 

get programming started! One can 

only do so much planning! 

At Third, we are kicking off the year 

strong! Weekly youth groups begin, 

Sunday School Education starts, and 

the middle schoolers are getting ready 

for a 5 church dodgeball tournament 

(see the picture)! Get ready for an 

awesome year! 

Weekly Events: 

LIFT/Middle School Youth Group: On 

Wednesday Night Youth Group began 

September 18 and continues through 

November. Dinner is from 5:30 to 6:15 

p.m. Youth Group from 6:15 to 7:30 

p.m. 

High School Youth Group: Sunday 

Night Youth Group beginning Septem-

ber 22 from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. 

Sunday Education Hour: Began Sun-

day, September 15 at 9:45 to 10:45 

a.m. 



3rd Generation October | A Publication of Third Reformed Church | 5 

 

Our WMTRC program year got off to a 

great start with our program on 

September 5. Rev. Dr. Carol Bechtel 

inspired us to consider the three 

chronological sections of the book of 

Isaiah, the focus of the Bible studies 

this year, and to ponder what the 

book said to the people then, to 

people now. Now then...what will we 

do about it? After the program we 

ended the time in fellowship over 

dessert. All women are invited to join 

Bible studies in progress! Directories 

and study books can be obtained in 

the church office. The next WMTRC 

board meeting is scheduled for the 

28th of October at 4:00 p.m. 

Third Reformed Church Women’s Ministries 
By Carol Cox and Marj hoekstra 

LIFT Dinners 
Are Happening! 
By Larry Sue, LIFT Dinner Coordina-

tor 

Have you been to a LIFT dinner yet? 

Over a hundred of us get together at 

Third to share a meal before Wednes-

day evening activities. It’s a time to 

enjoy each other’s company in the 

middle of the week. We hope you’ll 

be there with us! 

We’re making some changes to LIFT 

dinners this fall. Now you can contrib-

ute to this ministry online via the 

Third website at http://

www.trcholland.org/giving. Click on 

the “Make a Donation” button, and 

you’ll be able to support this ministry.  

We also need helpers. So… food prep-

aration, cooking, serving, and cleanup. 

Don’t worry about being a Culinary 

Renaissance Person; if you’re happiest 

specializing in one department, that’ll 

be great! Remember, LIFT dinners are 

put together by a team - it takes many 

hands to make it happen.  

We’ve also had wonderful desserts 

provided by church members. If you 

have the gift of making sugar-based 

smiles, there will be a signup sheet in 

the Gathering Space. Alternatively, 

you can send an email to me 

at larry@choraegus.com to say which 

Wednesday you’d like to help with a 

couple of dozen cookies/brownies/

Rice Krispies treats/cupcakes/muffins 

(or whatever your imagination can 

conceive!). 

And if you’re not already at Third on 

Wednesday evening, you’re more 

than welcome to join us at 5:30 for a 

fun time! 

Rietberg  
Concert 
The 22nd Annual Rietberg Concert 

will be on Sunday, October 27, at 3:00 

p.m.  This annual concert is a tribute 

to the 45 years of service by Roger 

and Evelyn Rietberg to the music pro-

gram of Third Reformed Church. This 

year’s musicians are Marilyn Biery  

and Stephanie Shapiro.  

Marilyn Biery, organist, and Stephanie 

Shapiro, oboist, love to play together. 

They are delighted to be able to come 

to Third Reformed to do what they 

love to do most, and they hope you 

will come and enjoy their playing as 

much as they love to do it! Marilyn 

and Stephanie have been presenting 

concerts together for over three 

years, and the music they play covers 

a range of styles and time periods. 

Their concert at Third Reformed will 

feature music by Rheinberger, Krebs, 

Badings, and two new composers 

they have recently discovered: Mar-

guerite Roesgen-Champion and Piotr 

Grinholc.    

http://www.trcholland.org/giving
http://www.trcholland.org/giving
mailto:larry@choraegus.com
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Living Green 
By Mark Faga 

As you are reading this we are several 

days into fall, my favorite season: foot-

ball games, cider mills, pumpkin patch-

es, caramel apples, hay rides and 

walks or drives to see the brilliant col-

ors of the changing leaves.  I know it 

also comes with cleaning out your 

gutters, blowing out your sprinklers 

and calling in for a furnace tune 

up.  All of these things are part and 

parcel to having a wonderful fall and 

being prepared for winter.  So enjoy 

fall as best you can and I hope your 

favorite team gives you something to 

cheer about as you sip hot cocoa by 

the fire. 

I've been waiting to give you some-

thing to talk about and I think it's the 

perfect time as you sit by the fire 

eating s'mores, as you sit at the din-

ner table with your family or even just 

before bedtime prayers.  These ques-

tions came in a creation care packet 

several months ago so here's the first 

one.... 

Give one example of how you are tak-

ing care of Earth now.  How could you 

improve that? 

Feel free to use this as a tool to re-

mind yourself that we are but stew-

ards of this planet we call home, given 

to us by God to take care of.  You don't 

have to let me or anyone else know 

the answer.  This is for you and your 

family.  Involve the kids as this is also 

their home and they will be in charge 

of its care sooner than they think. 

Now back to HGTV's abc's of "How 

Long do Things Last?" 

U - underwire bra. 1-2 years if you fas-

ten the hooks and put into a mesh 

laundry bag before washing and then 

laying flat to dry so the band doesn't 

stretch out....so I'm told. 

V - vitamins.  Up to 5 years if kept in a 

pantry or other cool dark 

place.  Brooke Alpert, a nutritionist 

from New York, says that leaving them 

on a counter where they can see light 

diminishes their potency.  She also 

says to store fish oils in the fridge and 

to toss expired vitamins as opposed to 

downing ineffective pills. 

And finally #6 of the 15 things you 

should never buy again according to 

Green America..... 

#6 - Bleached coffee filters.  Dioxins, 

chemicals formed during the chlorine 

bleaching process, contaminate 

groundwater and air and are linked to 

cancer.  So buy unbleached filters or 

better yet...use reusable filters. 

So until next month, God bless, enjoy 

fall and go __________. (you fill in the 

blank) 

Disability Con-
cerns 
By Phil Coray 

In 1 Corinthians chapter 12 St. Paul 

tells us that Christ’s church, like a liv-

ing human body, consists of members 

that have different gifts and work to-

gether for the good of the whole body. 

The CRC/RCA Disability Concerns 

works with local congregations to help 

members to improve our understand-

ing of people with conditions, born 

with or later developed, that can often 

hinder full and effective participation 

in society. 

I have volunteered to be the Disability 

Advocate for Third Reformed Church 

but make no claim of authority on 

such matters; I hope we can talk with 

each other to learn more about disa-

bilities for the purpose of including all 

of us as participants in the life of the 

church. We all need to learn together. 

We will be celebrating Disability 

Awareness Sunday, at Third Reformed 

Church, on Sunday October 20. It is 

hoped that we will learn more about 

how we can be an even more caring 

and welcoming congregation. 

On October 9 there will be a confer-

ence, Bearing Hope: Mental Health 

and the Church, at Hope Network in 

Grand Rapids. CRC/RCA Disability Con-

cerns is partnering with Hope Net-

work, The Mental Health Foundation 

of West Michigan, Be Nice, and Pine 

Rest Christian Mental Health Services. 

Anyone wanting to attend may contact 

me before October 2 for registration 

information.   
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Children’s Ministries 
Our LIFT Kick-Off! 

       On Wednesday, September 11  our LIFT 
(Life In Faith Together) program  kicked off 

another year with an exciting evening of “Grilling 
and Games”. A warm evening allowed all who 
came to enjoy an outdoor picnic and lawn games.  
Children were even able to enjoy a bounce house 
and our special water sprinklers! Crafts were en-
joyed on the parsonage porch. Several families 
who attended VBS from the neighborhood joined 
us for the event.  It was a fun evening for all who 
attended. 

 

 

 

“Agents In Action”  
Children’s LIFT Program—2019-2020 
 This fall, our Elementary LIFT (Life In Faith To-
gether) children will be challenged to live coura-
geously as God’s Special Agents.  Each week the 
children will get a new “secret mission” to help 
them live out the Christian faith in their daily lives! 
 Our LIFT Elementary program is for all chil-
dren aged 4 through the 5th Grade. We meet 
Wednesday evenings from 6:15-7:30 p.m. Our 
church community dinner is 5:30-6:15 p.m. Our 
LIFT program uses music, drama and large and 
small groups, to teach our weekly theme and Bible 
lesson.  We also incorporate several “mission pro-
jects” and special activities and field trips into our 
year.    
 Don’t miss the fun!  Invite a friend and join us 

for “Agents In Action” this fall! 

Special LIFT Events in October 
 

Wednesday, October 2:  Service Projects 
                  
    

Food Collection in the neighborhood for Commu-
nity Action House. Church members are invited 
to bring food items to the Church on this night. 
 

Wednesday, October 30:  Harvest Party              
 

Our annual evening of harvest time celebration! 
Dress in costume and come enjoy fun and fellow-
ship with your church friends. Costume parade at 
the end of the evening. Extra parental help would 
be greatly appreciated.  

Our Fall Educational Programs  
are off  to a great start!   

 

Thank you to the congregation for your prayers and 
support of our Children’s Ministry programs. 
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Pray for 
Jill Slenk 

Eleanor  Hoffman 

Doris Lievense 

Bob Benningfield 

Elaine Tanis 

George Higginson 

Win Kooiker 

 

 

Marriage 
 

Charles Hunt & Judy Dangremond 

September 18 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 
Birthdays/Anniversaries 
(birthdays 80 years plus/anniversaries 50 years plus) 

Phyllis Bruggers   October 2   95 years 

Don Maatman   October 8   94 years 

Lois Jalving    October 10    94 years 

Address/Phone Changes 
Andrew & Jenny Le, 7225 Hayward Rd., Hudson, OH  44236 

Jane Vandervelde, 610 E. Scenic Valley Ave. #203, Indianola, IA 50125 

Ken Koning, Royal Park Place, 500 Parkside Dr. #101, Zeeland, MI 49464 

 616-368-9088 

Sympathy to 
Lucille Schroeder in the death of her sister-in-law Mary Lou Van Heest, on 

September 15. 

Harry & Mary Boersen, Sarah Boersen, Jennifer, Terry, Henry & Emerson 

Kroll in the death of their mother, grandmother, great-grandmother, Wil-

ma Boersen, on September 15. 

 

 

Choral Festival  
Sunday, October 20, 2019 – 5:00 p.m. 

All are invited to enjoy a Festival of 

Choral Music on Sunday, October 20, 

at 5:00 p.m., at Second Reformed 

Church in Zeeland. Joining the host 

Chancel Choir of Second Church will 

be the choirs from Third Reformed 

Church and Hope Church in Holland, 

and from Faith Reformed Church in 

Zeeland. 

 

In an age when church choirs are few-

er and smaller than in years past, it is 

still true that ensembles of all shapes 

and sizes produce beautiful and inspir-

ing music. In this festival, the individu-

al choirs will be presenting their own 

anthems, then combining on a few 

choral works best performed by larger 

ensembles. These include Ralph 

Vaughan Williams’ “O How Amiable,” 

Martin Shaw’s “With a Voice of Sing-

ing,” and Peter Lutkin’s “The Lord 

Bless You and Keep You.” 

This Choral Festival is part of “Second 

Series: Sublime Art in a Sacred Space,” 

offered to the surrounding community 

as a celebration of the varied arts that 

enrich our human existence and the 

worship of God. Guests may also view 

“Home Grown: The Artists of Second 

Church,” on display in the Gathering 

Place Gallery. Second Church is locat-

ed on 225 E. Central Avenue at Church 

Street, near downtown Zeeland. All 

are welcome. A reception will follow. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

**Sunday Morning 

Education Schedule 

 

9:25-TRC Singers 

9:45-Sunday Morn-

ing Live 

9:45-Children’s 

Choir 

9:45-Education for 

Adults 

10:00-Children’s & 

Youth Education 

**Wednesday Night 

Schedule 

 

5:30-LIFT Dinner 

6:15-LIFT Chil-

dren’s Classes 

6:15-Middle School 

Youth Group 

6:20-Sanctuary 

Choir 

6:30-LIFT Adult 

Classes 

 

1 

 

9:30-Staff Meeting 

2 

6:15-Men’s Bible 

Study 
6:30-Sunrise Saints 

8:00-Wednesday 

Morning  

**Wednesday Night 

Schedule 

6:20-Sanctuary 
Choir 

6:30-Bilingual Bible 

Study & Prayer 
Group 

3 

 

7:00-Special Educa-
tion Ministry 

4 

 

10:00-Wome’s Pray-
er Group 

5 

6 

8:00-Matins Choir 

8:30-Worship Ser-
vice 

**Sunday Morning 

Education Schedule 
11:00-Worship 

Service 

12:15-International 
Potluck 

1:00-Spanish Wor-

ship Gathering 
7:00-Senior High 

Youth Group 

7 8 

8:30-Ruth Bible 

Study 
9:30-Staff Meeting 

10:00-Hannah/

Elizabeth Bible 
Study 

12:00-Lydia Bible 

Study 
12:00-Worship 

Committee 

5:15-Christian Edu-
cation Committee 

7:30-Outreach Com-

mittee 

9 

6:15-Men’s Bible 

Study 
6:30-Sunrise Saints 

8:00-Wednesday 

Morning  
1:30-Rachel Bible 

Study  

**Wednesday Night 

Schedule 

6:20-Sanctuary 

Choir 
6:30-Bilingual Bible 

Study & Prayer 

Group 

10 

 

6:30-Peronnel Team 
7:00-Special Educa-

tion Ministry 

11 12 

13 

8:00-Matins Choir 

8:30-Worship Ser-
vice 

**Sunday Morning 

Education Schedule 
11:00-Worship 

Service 

1:00-Spanish Wor-
ship Gathering 

4:45-Carillon Choir 

7:00-Senior High 
Youth Group 

14 

 

1:30-Miriam Bible 
Study  

15 

 

9:30-Staff Meeting 
6:30-Governing 

Deacon/Elder Meet-

ings 

7:15-Governing 

Board 

16 

6:15-Men’s Bible 

Study 
6:30-Sunrise Saints 

8:00-Wednesday 

Morning  

**Wednesday Night 

Schedule 

6:20-Sanctuary 
Choir 

6:30-Bilingual Bible 

Study & Prayer 
Group 

17 

 

7:00-Special Educa-
tion Ministry 

18 

 

10:00-Women’s 
Prayer Group 

9:00-Middle School 

Dodge Ball Event 

19 

20 

8:00-Matins Choir 

8:30-Worship Ser-
vice 

**Sunday Morning 

Education Schedule 
11:00-Worship 

Service 

12:15-Third Sunday 
Pizza Lunch 

1:00-Spanish Wor-

ship Gathering 
4:45-Carillon Choir 

7:00-Senior High 

Youth Group 

21 

 

7:00-Fellowship 
Committee 

7:00-Martha Bible 

Study  

22 

 

9:30-Staff Meeting 

23 

6:15-Men’s Bible 

Study 
6:30-Sunrise Saints 

8:00-Wednesday 

Morning  

**Wednesday Night 

Schedule 

6:20-Sanctuary 
Choir 

6:30-Bilingual Bible 

Study & Prayer 
Group 

24 

 

12:00-Young Hearts 
Luncheon 

7:00-Special Educa-

tion Ministry 

25 

 

9:00-Newsletter 
Assembly 

26 

27 

8:00-Matins Choir 

8:30-Worship Ser-
vice 

**Sunday Morning 

Education Schedule 
11:00-Worship 

Service 

12:15-Family Lunch 
1:00-Spanish Wor-

ship Gathering 

3:00-Rietberg Organ 

Concert 

7:00-Senior High 

28 

 

4:00-Women’s Min-
istries Board Meet-

ing 

7:00-Biologos Event 

29 

 

9:30-Staff Meeting 

30 

6:15-Men’s Bible 

Study 
6:30-Sunrise Saints 

8:00-Wednesday 

Morning  

**Wednesday Night 

Schedule 

6:20-Sanctuary 
Choir 

6:30-Bilingual Bible 

Study & Prayer 

Group 

31 

 

7:00-Special Educa-
tion Ministry 

  

October 2019 
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