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Pastor’s Column:   

Pastor Kent Fry 

Based on Mark 7:24-37 and the Syro-Phoenecian Woman (from Sep-

tember 9, 2018) 

This is an excerpt from a sermon preached on September 9th.  It is the 

conclusion of the sermon.  In light of recent deaths and tragedies at 

our church, this is the message that continues to go through my mind 

and heart.  And I must add to the list my own sense of desperation in 

my own family.  Sometimes I need to practice what I preach; and 

sometimes I need to re-listen: 

….Of course I began with a story about a man who was doggedly per-

sistent in wanting money out of me as the pastor.  Many of us, includ-

ing myself, have never truly been that desperate in our lives.  If we 

have never known what it is like to have no roof over our head or a 

place to lay our head at night or where our next meal is coming from, 

then we will have trouble having compassion for the truly desperate. 

Kate Bowler has written a book on the prosperity gospel in America 

entitled, “Blessed.”  You know the preachers that peddle, “Don’t 

bother asking God for a Chevrolet; you launch out in faith with a Ca-

dillac.”  (pause) 

We faithful who assemble back in the church after the summer laugh 

at the absurdity of such preachers.  What church would have any 

preaching like that?  But why is it that we don’t think about coming to 

church to have our material needs met or earnestly praying when 

down in the dumps and down on our luck?  Is it because we are too 

sophisticated in our faith?  Or is it that we don’t come to church to 

get more money because we already have enough money?  (pause) 

(continued on page 9) 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Ethnic Potluck 
What is your favorite ancestral food? Your family’s preferred? Yours? 

This is a tough decision, but as soon as you choose, then plan, prepare 

and share that special dish at Third’s Annual Ethnic Potluck, October 7, 

immediately after the 11:00 a.m. service. If you don’t/can’t/won’t cook, 

that is fine. Just come anyway and enjoy this Third traditional feast! 

Upcoming Events at Third 
Sunday, October 7   Ethnic Potluck   12:15 p.m. 

Sunday, November 4, Rietberg Concert, 3:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, November 15, LIFT ends for semester 

Thursday, November 22, Thanksgiving Day Service, 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday, December 9, Choir Carol Service, 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday, December 16, Christmas Caroling & Pizza Dinner, 4:00 p.m. 

Sundays, December 23 & 30, One service at 11:00 a.m. 

Monday, December 24, Christmas Eve, services at 5:00 & 11:00 p.m. 

Sunday Worship Themes for October 

Seasons of the Spirit:  Connecting and 

Integrating Worship and Education 

Follow Daily Devotions on the Third Re-

formed Church web site by going to dis-

cipleship and clicking on devotions.  Dai-

ly Devotions are listed for each week 

that respond and prepare for Sunday 

worship. 

Sunday, October 7   

 World Communion Sunday 

 Pastor Angel Lopez 

 Job 1:1-2:1-10;  Mark 10:2-16 

 

Sunday October 14  

 “Hard to be a Disciple” 

 Mark 10:17-31 

 

Sunday, October 21   

 “Reclaiming Our Status 

  and Ambition” 

 Mark 10:35-45 

 

Sunday, October 28   

 “Following Jesus on the way” 

 Mark 10:46-52 

 

Sunday, November 4  

 All Saints and Communion   

 Mark 12:38-44   

 Pastor Kama Preaching 
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Bible Study, “The Presence of the Fu-

ture-The Book of Revelation and the 

Life of Discipleship Today” 

Led by George Hunsberger & Pastor 

Kent Fry 

 This class engages a biblical book that 

announces itself as “The Revelation of 

Jesus Christ.”  The book by Bruce 

Metzger, Breaking the Code: Under-

standing the Book of Revelation will 

accompany us on this journey. 

Adult Spiritual Formation Class will 

meet each Sunday morning in the Cen-

tennial Room on the lower level. This 

class is participatory, experiential and 

rooted in scripture as we talk about 

ways we practically live out our faith 

in Christ. 

Chapel Class 

“Reclaiming Jesus” (Final in a four 

week series) 

October 7 

“Reclaiming Jesus: Loving Jesus with 

our Minds 

Steve Orlow 

 

“Discerning Jesus” (Three week series) 

October 14 

“Discerning Jesus in the writings of 

John Knox” 

Suzanne MacDonald 

John Knox (1513-1572) was a Scottish 

minister, theologian and writer who 

was a leader of that country’s Refor-

mation. 

October 21 

“Discerning Jesus in the writings of 

Frederick Buechner” 

Jeff Munroe 

Author Frederick Buechner, born in 

1926, has been described as revolu-

tionizing contemporary Christian liter-

ature through his approachable, uni-

versally applicable subject matter. Jeff 

has recently published a book about 

Buechner’s writings. 

October 28 

“Discerning Jesus in the writings of 

Jon Meacham” 

Linda Walvoord deVelder 

Jon Meacham is a presidential histori-

an and Pulitzer Prize-winning author 

whose most recent book is entitled 

“The Soul of America.” 

Adult Education 
 

Adult Education classes begin at 9:45 a.m. 

Young Hearts 
Luncheon 
 

Our Young Hearts next gathering will 

be on Thursday, October 25 and the 

program will be presented by Jon and 

Deb Van Duinen (from Hope College). 

Jon and Deb recently spent 4.5 weeks 

traveling in the Balkans (Serbia, Bul-

garia, Greece, Macadonia, Albania, 

Montenegro, Bosnia & Hertzegovina, 

Croatia) with their four children.  

In their presentation titled “The Beau-

ty in the Balkans: Everyone Has a Sto-

ry”, they will reflect on the region’s 

rich history (Roman, Byzantine, Otto-

man, and Yugoslavian), reli-

gious diversity (Eastern Or-

thodox, Catholicism, Mus-

lim), geographical features 

(sandy beaches, mountain-

ous terrain, islands, farm-

land), and cultural traditions 

but will also address the re-

gion’s many conflicts and 

wars (past and present). 

Their presentation will provide you an 

opportunity to learn about a less well-

known region of the world and en-

courage you to reflect on the many 

ways the good, true, and beautiful 

surface in times of hardship and war. 

Price for lunch is $5.00. Please make 

your reservations by calling the church 

office, 392-1459, by Monday, October 

22. Transportation is available. Please 

indicate when you call whether you 

plan to ride the bus or not. 
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Are you looking for a new group or 

class with which to study Scripture, or 

perhaps longing to develop some 

deeper friendship connections at 

church?  You are invited to join the 

Bilingual Bible Study Group on 

Wednesday during the LIFT education 

hour (6:30-7:30 p.m.)  You do NOT 

need to know Spanish to attend-- all 

written materials are always provided 

in both languages, and our conversa-

tions are adapted and translated as 

needed so that all participants are in-

cluded.  Please feel welcome to drop 

in and spend time with the group 

whenever you are able; it is not a 

closed group, and we are intentional 

about making space for visitors. The 

hour is divided in two parts, about half 

for Bible study and group reflection, 

and half for sharing with and praying 

for one another. 

This semester we will begin a new 

Scripture study in the Gospel of 

John.  Along with engaging directly 

with scripture as a group, we will use 

as our study guide a book by re-

nowned Latin American theologian 

Justo Gonzalez, “Three Months With 

John” / Tres Meses en la Escuela de 

Juan”. The book is available in both 

English and Spanish.  Pastor Angel will 

continue to lead the study, and both 

Angel and Janelle will lead the group 

in prayer,  welcoming and engaging 

new visitors,  and follow up care for 

pastoral concerns.   

Prayer Request: Even if you are not 

able to attend due to other program 

commitments, please consider praying 

for new visitors who will attend; may 

we engage with people whom God 

brings into our community in a way 

that shows the love of Christ,  and ex-

perience the power of God’s Word to 

guide us as we learn to follow Christ 

together.  

Bilingual Bible Study: Gospel of John 
By Pastor Janelle Lopez-Koolhaas 

Did You Know? 
By Carol Segrist 

Apparently some of you did not know 

that there is a loyal group of ladies 

who meet the last Friday morning of 

the month to assemble the Third 

Church newsletter. Perhaps you 

thought Kristen, our dedicated, talent-

ed secretary did this alone.  Kristen IS 

the one who gathers all the infor-

mation which is a remarkable feat in 

itself, but then Barb Tenpas calls us to 

be sure we'll be there & keeps us on 

track. There are 8-10 of us at tables, 

putting it together, sealing it, putting 

address labels on, boxing them up. 

This time together once a month is a 

good one. We chuckle that we went to 

college so we wouldn't have to do as-

sembly work anymore but here we are 

in our twilight years (what does that 

mean anyway??) doing this very 

thing,..being Jesus' hands, sharing tid-

bits of our lives, giggling at jokes, shar-

ing hugs for sad times and good times. 

You might see some back rubbing too! 

We share snacks at break time with 

the staff. We know some don't read 

the newsletter but we also know many 

do and we wanted you to know that 

when  you receive your newsletter, it 

was put together by ladies doing 

something they can do for Third 

Church and our Lord.  Blessings. 
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Giving during the month of August 

improved over last year, making three 

months in a row. That is a welcome 

development during the historically 

slow summer months.   

However, we have some work to do 

during the final 1/3 of the year.  Oper-

ating expenses are $60,000 more than 

last year and that gap is expected to 

increase as additional staffing expens-

es take hold in September. We are 

currently running a deficit of more 

than $100,000. At this time last year, 

our deficit was about $100. 

The deficit will likely decrease as we 

move towards year-end. But we are 

still projecting a significant loss after 

adjusting for increased giving levels 

during the final months of 2018. 

Currently, we can expect our oper-

ating reserves – or savings – to cover 

any projected loss. A healthy alterna-

tive would be to reduce – or even 

eliminate – that loss through in-

creased giving levels during the final 

four months of the year. 

The Stewardship Committee has be-

gun their budgeting activities for 2019, 

with the goal of presenting an oper-

ating budget for consistory’s approval 

in mid-October.  That budget will be 

finalized based on giving and income 

levels through September 30. While 

we certainly cannot ignore the healthy 

financial performance of recent years, 

we are accepting the fact that 2018 is 

a much different year.   

The final months of the year present 

us with some new challenges and 

some new opportunities. Please con-

sider how you can help us respond to 

each in turn. 

I have included some high-level num-

bers below that I think are good indi-

cators of our current financial posi-

tion.  If you would like additional infor-

mation or have any questions, please 

let me know.  

Finance Report 
By Jeff Beird, Treasurer 
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Children’s Ministries 

 Our LIFT Kick-Off! 
On Wednesday, September 12 our LIFT 
(Life In Faith Together) program  kicked 
off another year with a fun outdoor 

family night.  After enjoying a pizza meal to-
gether, families were invited out to the church 
lawn for games, bounce houses,  sidewalk 
chalk drawings, crafts, and “gaga ball”.   The 
weather was perfect for this night of fun and 
community connections. It was a wonderful 
evening for everyone who attended! 

 

 
 
 
 

“Campfire Stories”  
Children’s LIFT Program—Fall 2018 

 

This fall, our Elementary LIFT (Life In Faith Togeth-
er) children will be gathering around the 
“campfire” to hear some strange and amazing  
stories from the Bible that can teach us important 
lessons about our great and powerful God! 
 

Our LIFT Elementary program is for all children 
aged 4 (Before Jan. 1, 2019) through the 5th 
Grade. We meet Wednesday evenings from 6:15-
7:30 p.m. Our Church community dinner is 5:30-
6:15 p.m. Our LIFT program uses music, drama 
and large and small groups, to teach our weekly 
theme and Bible lesson.  We also incorporate sev-
eral “mission projects” and special activities and 
field trips into our year.    
  

Don’t miss the fun!  Invite a friend and join us at 
the “campfire” at LIFT this fall!! 

Special LIFT Events in October 
 

Wednesday, October 3:  Service Project 
                  
    

The children of LIFT will be canvassing the neigh-
borhood to collect food and toiletry items for 
Community Action House. 
 

Wednesday, October 24:  Harvest Party              
 

Our annual evening of harvest time celebration! 
Dress in costume and come enjoy fun and fellow-
ship with your church friends.  Costume parade 
at the end of the evening.  Extra parental help 
would be greatly appreciated.   

    

Our Fall Educational Programs  
are off  to a great start!   

 

Thank you to the congregation for your prayers and 
support of our Children’s Ministry programs. 
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Youth News 
By Hunter Brumels 

Youth group programming has finally 

begun! After a summer of relaxation 

and planning, it is time to rock and 

roll! Middle school and High school 

youth groups, as well as, Sunday 

morning programing have started 

well! Come and join us for one of 

these many opportunities! Middle 

School Youth Group meets Wednes-

day from 6:15-7:30 p.m. High School 

Youth Group meets Sunday nights 

from 7:00pm to 8:30 p.m.! Sunday 

Morning Programing hour is from 9:45 

a.m. to 10:45am! Hope to see you 

there! 

Third Reformed 
Church Women's 
Ministries 
By Gretchen Munroe, Betty Voskuil, 

Co-Presidents 

 

Our WMTRC program year happily 

launched on the evening of September 

6. Janelle Lopez-Koolhaas spurred us 

into the book of Ephesians, the focus 

of the Bible studies this year; and we 

ended the time in fellowship over des-

sert.  

All women are invited to join Bible 

studies in progress! Directories and 

study books can be obtained in the 

church office, so you may find your 

niche. 

The next WMTRC board meeting is 

scheduled for the 18th of October at 

7:00 p.m.  
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Living Green 
By Mark Faga 

Fall officially arrived last Saturday and I 

am very much looking forward to cool-

er temps, less humidity and the fall 

colors we're blessed to see.  Not to 

mention....FOOTBALL.  Yes, football 

has already started and yes Green Bay 

beat my beloved Bears (darn that Aa-

ron Rogers) but football in Fall weath-

er is what I long for. 

This month for “Living Green” I came 

across an article from Earth911 about 

conducting a home waste audit.  Inter-

estingly it caught my eye and I thought 

I'd share that with you with a little 

tweaking of my own. 

So the first thing to do is to DETER-

MINE A TIMELINE.  They suggest since 

waste is picked up on a weekly basis to 

go ahead and use a 7 day period be-

ginning with the day of pick up and 

ending the day before pick up. 

Next the article says to prep an audit 

space but I'm going to suggest instead 

to combine their steps 2, 3 & 4 by 

KEEPING A RUNNING TAB of what you 

put in your garbage or recycle 

bin.  You can do this by creating a 

chart with 4 categories. 

1-curbside recyclables 

     i.e. paper, glass, metal, plastic etc. 

2-non curbside recyclables 

     i.e. plastic bags, electronics, 

 batteries etc. 

3-organic waste 

     i.e. yard waste, food, soiled paper        

     etc. 

4-everything else 

     i.e. non recyclable packaging,  

     diapers, straws etc. 

Simply write down an item and give it 

a tally.  For every new item, simply 

write that down and give it a tal-

ly.  You will be amazed even after a 

day what you've gotten rid of and by 

the end of the week you will see cer-

tain trends that you can begin focusing 

on to eliminate.  For example, I per-

sonally go to McDonald's too much 

and my focus is to cut back and save 

on the non recyclable plastic lids and 

straws.  What will you find?  I'd love to 

hear from you. 

And from the HGTV magazine arti-

cle....HOW BAD IS IT...... 

.....to act like you're not home on Hal-

loween?   PRETTY BAD 

According to Bruce Weinstein, Ph.D. 

and author of Ethical Intelligence, you 

should take this chance to be neigh-

borly.  He says to "think of Halloween 

as a chance to bring joy to the kids in 

your community for just the cost of 

some candy."  He also says that if you 

can help it, try not to be stingy with 

that candy either. 

.....to pull out your gray hairs?  PRETTY 

BAD 

 

the article does dispel the old folk lore 

that if you pull one gray hair out two 

will grow back in its place. It does say 

that gray hair will come back and re-

peated pulling can permanently dam-

age the hair follicle. The solution: to 

cut (instead of pull)  the hair as close 

to the scalp as possible.  And if you 

have too many to cut, dye your hair or 

get used to gray. 

And finally for this month and again 

from our friends at the HGTV 

mag....HOW LONG DO THINGS 

LAST?  Last month was A (aloe vera 

gel) and B (bulbs).  This month we will 

take a look at  C & D. 

C - Cast Iron Pan.  Generations if taken 

care of properly.  It says that cast iron 

is porous so water is its' enemy.  Let 

the pan cool before cleaning so as not 

to crack it and use  warm water and a 

non scratch nylon scrub brush to clean 

it drying it immediately. 

D - Deli meat.  Up to 5 days.  Moisture 

and warm air will speed up spoilage so 

keep it in the container it came in or 

use a zip top bag marking the expira-

tion date and use the meat drawer to 

protect the meat from the fridge door 

opening and closing. 

God Bless and Happy Fall!! 
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   (continued from page 1) 

Sure our faith in Jesus is to make us 

strong and well-adjusted and capable 

rather than weak and dependent.  

Look at Jesus; look at the Apostle Paul.  

And maybe today on this fine day in 

September life is going along just fine.  

Enjoy it, praise God because it may 

not always be like that.  What one of 

us has not had a time in our life when 

we realized that we were living our 

lives just for the self and we were lost 

and completely without direction?  

What one of us has not had a time 

when we were waiting for medical 

results and the wait itself was practi-

cally killing us?  What one of us has 

not faced a big bully on the play-

ground or at work, and we didn’t 

know if we could live another day? 

Some of us count it a triumph if we 

can make it through the worship ser-

vice without running to the bathroom.  

What one of faithful members who 

shuffle in here week by week will not 

face a day when we can’t remember 

anymore, or we are taking our last 

dying breaths? 

Desperate?  You bet, every one of us, 

people out in the community and the 

faithful people right in here. 

So in light of the Syro-Phoenician 

woman, remember when you face 

times of desperate need, whatever it 

is, go ahead, request what you think 

you need.  Don’t just request God, go 

ahead and beg.  Do so in the faith and 

the confidence that Jesus the Lord 

hears and is present with you in your 

desperate need!  Amen. 

September 23, 2018 worship service 

Baptism of Cameron Rund Reynolds, teaching a new song to the congregation,  Lal Nun Tlunga 

WTS student from Myanmar sharing a greeting with the congregation. 
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Birthdays/Anniversaries 
(birthdays 80 years plus/anniversaries 50 years plus) 

Steve & Karen Stam   September 6  50 years 

Phyllis Bruggers    October 2   94 years 

Don Maatman    October 8   93 years 

Lois Jalving     October 10   93 years  

Address/Phone Changes 
Mitch & Abby Conrad, 4367 Hart Dr., St. Joseph, MI  49085 

John & Etta Hesselink, 630 Hastings Ave. #202, Holland, MI 49423 

Marcella Lee, 145 Columbia Ave. Apt. 136, Holland, MI 49423 

Frank & Sue Pettinga: mailing address, 10184 Bingham St., Zeeland, MI 

49464  (moved to apt. #226) 

Sympathy to 
Robert Lievense, Ethan Lievense, LaVerne Lievense, Jim Lievense, Molly, 

Drew and Clinton Howell in the death of their son, brother, grandson, 

nephew and cousin, Mason Lievense, on September 7. 

Amy, Jackson, and Tyler Hagood and Joyce Mott in the death of their hus-

band, father, and son-in-law, Jonathan Hagood, on September 18. 

Baptism 
Cameron Rund Reynolds (son of Andrew & Melanie)  

September 23, 2018 

Pray for 
Libby Boven 

Frank Pettinga 

Norm Japinga 

John Hesselink 

Bob Palma 

Ellie Higginson 

Deb Lokers 

Judy Hazelton 

Shirley Japinga 

 

 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 

Farewell & Thank-You 

Thirteen years ago we moved to Hol-

land from Rochester, NY. A highlight 

of our stay in Holland has been Third 

Reformed Church and we sincerely 

thank you for that. In Third Church 

we have been blessed by excellent 

preaching, inspiring worship, out-

standing education, and fine fellow-

ship. You were welcoming when we 

arrived, caring when we hurt, and 

responsive when we questioned. Our 

new address and phone will appear 

elsewhere. For now we leave you 

with just two words: Go Calvin! 

Tom & Lois Dykstra 

Friends, 

We wish to thank all of you for the 

prayers and words of encourage-

ment.  

We enjoyed the flowers and we 

thank you for delivering them. 

Walter & Ruby  Thome 

Thank You 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 

 

9:30-Staff Meeting 

3 

 

6:15-Men’s Bible 
Study 

6:30-Sunrise Saints 

8:00-Wednesday 
Morning Prayers 

**Wednesday Night 

Schedule 

4 

 

7:00-Special Educa-
tion Ministries 

5 

 

10:00-Women’s 
Prayer Group 

6 

7 

 

8:00-Matins Choir 
8:30-Worship Ser-

vice 

**Sunday Morning 

Education Schedule 

11:00-Worship 

Service 
12:15-Ethnic Potluck 

4:45-Carilllon Choir 

7:00-Senior High 
Youth Group  

8 

 

1:30-Miriam Bible 
Study  

9 

 

8:30-Ruth Bible 
Study 

9:30-Staff Meeting 

10:00-Hannah/
Elizabeth Circle 

12:00-Lydia Bible 

Study  

10 

 

6:15-Men’s Bible 
Study 

6:30-Sunrise Saints 

8:00-Wednesday 
Morning Prayers  

1:30-Rachel Bible 

Study 

**Wednesday Night 

Schedule 

11 

 

7:00-Special Educa-
tion Ministry 

7:30-Personnel 

Team 

12 13 

14 

 

8:00-Matins Choir 
8:30-Worship Ser-

vice 

**Sunday Morning 

Education Schedule 

10:00-TRC Ringers 

11:00-Worship 
Service 

4:45-Carillon Choir 

7:00-Senior High 
Youth Group  

15 

 

7:00-Martha Bible 
Study  

16 

 

9:30-Staff Meeting 
6:30-Deacons’ Meet-

ing 

6:30-Governing 
Elders’ Meeting 

7:15-Governing 

Board 

17 

 

6:15-Men’s Bible 
Study 

6:30-Sunrise Saints 

8:00-Wednesday 
Morning Prayers 

**Wednesday Night 

Schedule 

18 

 

7:00-Special Educa-
tion Ministry 

7:00-Women’s 

Ministries Board 
Meeting 

7:00-Worship Com-

mittee 

19 

 

10:00-Women’s 
Prayer Group 

20 

21 

 

8:00-Matins Choir 
8:30-Worship Ser-

vice 

**Sunday Morning 

Education Schedule 

11:00-Worship 

Service 
12:15-Third Sunday 

Pizza Lunch 

7:00-Senior High 

Youth Group  

22 23 

 

9:30-Staff Meeting 

24 

 

6:15-Men’s Bible 
Study 

6:30-Sunrise Saints 

8:00-Wednesday 
Morning Prayers 

**Wednesday Night 

Schedule 

25 

 

12:00-Young Hearts 
Luncheon 

26 

 

9:00-Newsletter 
Assembly 

27 

28 

 

8:00-Matins Choir 
8:30-Worship Ser-

vice 

**Sunday Morning 

Education Schedule 

10:00-TRC Ringers 

11:00-Worship 
Service 

4:45-Carillon Choir 

7:00-Senior High 
Youth Group  

29 30 

 

9:30-Staff Meting 
5:15-Christian Edu-

cation Committee 

31 

 

6:15-Men’s Bible 
Study 

6:30-Sunrise Saints 

8:00-Wednesday 
Morning Prayers 

**Wednesday Night 

Schedule 

**Sunday Morning 

Education Schedule 

 

9:25-TRC Singers 

9:45-Sunday Morn-

ing Live 

9:45-Children’s 

Choir 

9:45-Education for 

Adults 

10:00-Children’s & 

Youth Education 

**Wednesday Night 

Schedule 

 

5:30-LIFT Dinner 

6:15-LIFT Chil-

dren’s Classes 

6:15-Middle School 

Youth Group 

6:20-Sanctuary 

Choir 

6:30-LIFT Adult 

Classes 

 

 

October 2018 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Third Reformed Church 
111 West 13th Street 
Holland, MI 49423   
616-392-1459  
CareLine: 393-5574 
www.trcholland.org 
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