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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Worship themes for November
8:30 and 11:00 AM

Holiday Education Schedule
On Sunday, November 25, there will be no education classes that day.

Looking Ahead
The next newsletter will be a combined December/January newsletter.
If you have items for December or January please turn them into Kristen by November 15.

Upcoming Events at Third
Sunday, November 4, Rietberg Concert, 3:00 p.m.
Wednesday, November 15, LIFT ends for semester
Thursday, November 22, Thanksgiving Day Service, 10:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 9, Choir Carol Service, 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 16, Christmas Caroling & Pizza Dinner, 4:00 p.m.
Sundays, December 23 & 30, One service at 11:00 a.m.
Monday, December 24, Christmas Eve, services at 5:00 & 11:00 p.m.

Daylight Savings
Time ends
Sunday, November 4.
Be sure to turn your
clocks back one hour.

Most of the time this fall, we coordinate
the worship with the education ministry
of the church so that on a Sunday morning we deal with only one biblical story.
We are mostly in the Gospel of Mark
this fall. But on All Saints Day, we will
deal with the lectionary passage from
the Gospel of John, and on Stewardship
Sunday, we will utilize the Mark passage
but mostly focus on a vision of our congregation for Year 151.
I encourage you to read the daily scripture readings that intersect with Sunday
worship. You can access this on the
church web site by clicking on Discipleship at the top of the page and then
click on Devotions. Each week we post
the scripture readings following morning worship.
Sunday, November 4 All Saints Day
Celebration of the Lord’s Table;
Tolling the Bells for Third Church Saints
who have Died.
“Ordinary Saints”
Ruth 1:1-18; Mark 12:28-34
Sunday, November 11 Stewardship
Sunday
“151: A Vision for Third Reformed
Church”
Mark 12:38-44 and Philippians 1:6
(continued on page 3)
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Adult Education
Adult Education classes begin at 9:45 a.m.
Bible Study, “The Presence of the Future-The Book of Revelation and the
Life of Discipleship Today”
Led by George Hunsberger & Pastor
Kent Fry
This class engages a biblical book that
announces itself as “The Revelation of
Jesus Christ.” The book by Bruce
Metzger, Breaking the Code: Understanding the Book of Revelation will
accompany us on this journey.

ways we practically live out our faith
in Christ.

November 18
“Hard and Holy Work”
Kristine Van Noord
Chapel Class
Resettlement work is hard—for both
refugees and their hosts. Kristine Van
October 7
Noord of Bethany Christian Services
“How Refugees Reveal Christ to Us”
will share how such work shapes peoLarry Jackson
In their vulnerability and humility, ref- ple.
ugees can teach us lessons about our
November 25
Christian faith. Larry Jackson, from
No Education; Thanksgiving Sunday
Church World Service will lead.

Adult Spiritual Formation Class will
November 11
meet each Sunday morning in the Cen“TRC Stewardship”
tennial Room on the lower level. This
TRC Deacons
class is participatory, experiential and
rooted in scripture as we talk about

All Church-Family Advent Wreath Workshop: Our annual All

(continued from page 2)
Sunday, November 18 Dedication
Sunday—Mindings Sunday
“What Does It Mean?”
I Samuel 1:4-20; Mark 13:1-8
8:30 AM Communion
Pizza Lunch following 11:00 AM
Worship
Thursday, November 22 Thanksgiving Day Worship
“Not Anxious but Thankful”
Joel 2:21-27; Psalm 126;
Matthew 6:25-33
Sunday, November 25 Christ the
King Sunday
“Who is in Charge?”
2 Samuel 23:1-7; John 18:33-37

Church-Family Advent Workshop will again take place on a
Wednesday evening this year. Join us for our special evening of
fellowship and making an Advent wreath for your home. This
event is scheduled for Wednesday, November 28; 5:45-7:30 p.m.
and is for all ages! Put it on your calendar and plan to join us as
our Church family prepares to celebrate the wonder and mystery
of Advent, as we await the coming of the Savior into our
world! More information will be coming soon. Questions contact
Pastor Janelle Lopez Koolhaas.
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About Mindings
By Pastor Kama jongerius
Mindings Sunday this year is on Sunday,
November 18. We remember on this
Sunday those in our congregation who
have experienced a significant event in
their lives during this past year. You are
encouraged to participate by bringing an
unwrapped gift to worship on November
18. We recommend the following gifts:

mix, journal, devotional book, blank
note cards, battery operated candles (no
real candles), Please limit homemade
food items to avoid problems for those
who have allergies.

ents comes from the newsletters of the
past year, in consultation with our care
elders.

Please limit your gifts to only one per
family. The gifts will be presented durWhen a family of our congregation has
ing both the worship services and will be
experienced a birth, baptism, marriage,
distributed on Sunday afternoon or Monbecoming a member of our congregation, day by the care elders.
small plant, dried flowers, adult coloring or the death of an immediate family
book with colored pencils or crayons,
member, they are named in our church
puzzle, gift card, coffee, hot chocolate
newsletter. Our list of mindings recipi-

support and joy from close friendships. Thank you for the abundance of
nourishing food and the well-being of
our health. We thank you for the
changing seasons and for the colorful
fall leaves. We are in awe of the natuThis is an example of the model of
ral beauty of this world that you have
“Growing Young,” worship participacreated for us. With the changing
tion for all ages. We seek every worweather we are very grateful for the
ship to include youth in the worship
warmth of our homes. Thank you also
prompting us in worship. Pastor Kama
for modern technology that makes our
has developed a Young Levite program
lives easier. We are so blessed by all of
so that young people learn to prompt
these things.
us in worship through drama, art, litWe pray for those in need of God’s
urgy, and music.
healing. We pray for the many people
Father God we thank you for all the
who are recovering from natural disblessings you have given to us. We
asters like the hurricanes and tsunathank you for the love of family. The
mis. Please help those trapped in are-

A Prayer of Thanksgiving and
Intercession, written and
prayed by James Stewart on
Sunday, October 14, 2018

as of civil war and those living in extreme poverty. We pray for those who
have lost loved ones, suffer from loneliness, or have mental or physical illness. We pray for those in our congregation who are not able to be with us
today:
Jan Benningfield, Rick Vandervelde,
John Hesselink, Lee Ten Brink, Marv
Jalving, Frank Pettinga, Martha Beld,
Mary Heideman, Eleanor Hoffman,
Lois Hunt, Dorothy Perkins, Janet
Rund, Walter Thome, Mike Van Doornik, Joyce Fry and our missionaries
Wayne and Miho Jansen who are in
Japan as well as Rowland and Jane
Van Es who are in Kenya.
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Finance Report
By Jeff Beird, Treasurer
Giving for the month was down from
last September continuing a trend experienced much of the year. Year-todate giving is more than $60,000 behind the first three quarters of 2017.
At the same time, year-to-date expenses are $50,000 higher than last
year.
Those two items together result in a
current budget deficit of $120,000
with three months remaining in the
year. We have much work to do if we
hope to achieve the financial performance we expected. At this point, our
reserves remain healthy enough to
cover the current deficit and still be
ahead of last year. Our only debt is
our current accounts payable.

The Consistory met last week and approved a preliminary budget for 2019.
The budget includes a very small increase in giving but a $57,000 increase
in spending compared to 2018. That
same budget would result in a deficit
of $50,000. In other words, we are
moving ahead on the assumption that
we will spend $50,000 more than we
expect to receive in 2019. As with
2018 to-date, we expect to cover the
difference with our reserves.

current programs. However, we are all
aware that we cannot run budget deficits year after year.
Historically, the final quarter of the
year has provided us with an increase
in giving levels. We are hopeful that
will be the case again this year. Over
the next several weeks, expect to hear
more from staff and consistory regarding ways that you can help and reasons that we hope you will participate
in the budget challenges facing us in
2018 and 2019.

The deficit budget was presented and
approved as an investment in our curIf you would like additional inforrent programming, some of which did
mation or have any questions, please
not have the benefit of full implemendo not hesitate to contact me.
tation during 2018. Budget surpluses
enjoyed during the past two years allow us to continue our investment in
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Some Thoughts on Marriage and Society
By Pastor Kent Fry
Like many of you, I watched some of
the Senate Judiciary hearings in regard
to Judge Kavanaugh, and the testimony of Ms. Ford about an event that
took place when both of them were in
high school. There is probably little
that I can write about that might give
any definitive judgment on what or
what did not happen. Listening to the
congregation, I heard members siding
with one person over another. I usually think that this has more to do with
our own life experiences that we project on a person or a news event rather than a definite arrival of what did
or didn’t happen.

In the midst of the chaos of my family
of origin, she has been a very stabilizing influence. In the midst of my
young male tendencies of coarseness,
she has civilized me and made me less
selfish. In the midst of a shared journey raising children, she has helped
me to get more in touch with the language of the heart rather than solely
the language of the head. In times of
confusion about faith which can be an
occupational hazard of doing theology, she has had a simple and steady
faith that has encouraged me through
four decades of marriage.

Marriage is not the calling or the expeHowever, I would like to share a per- rience of every Christian. Single Chrisspective that was never referenced as tians through friendships find ways to
far as I can tell by FOX news, CNN, or discover the things that I have learned
MSNBC. It is perspective on the role
above. And we have many within our
of marriage in the Christian tradition own congregation who have been
that also contributes in some ways to married, but now through the loss of a
societal norms.
spouse, experience the single life. All
Christians, in whatever state they are
As I write this newsletter column, I am
in, are to be valued, cherished, and
sitting in the Spectrum Hospital Surwelcomed.
gery waiting room. I am waiting for
my wife to come out of surgery. I
Marriage in the Christian tradition is
wanted to be by myself to do some
to provide for companionship, the
reflecting and praying after a consider- nurturing of children when possible,
able journey of six months to get my
and to overcome lust. In other words,
wife to the point of having surgery. I marriage particularly for men has a
am connected to my adult children
way of civilizing them. It helps males
and their spouses by cell phone. I am become better than they often would
not alone.
have been if they remained single.
Society and the church would be more
Having said good-by to Joyce as she
of a mess and less civilized if we did
was about to be wheeled into the surnot have the institution of marriage. I
gery, I am cognizant of the person that
am reminded of Tom Friedman’s comshe has made me through marriage.

ment about young males that get
caught up in jihadist terrorism: “They
have never had a job and never held a
girl’s hand.”
So what does this have to do with the
Kavanaugh hearings? From my perspective, maybe Kavanaugh as an adolescent in high school had a drinking
problem. Along with his guy friends,
he may have treated one woman or
various women in ways that were not
what we should expect from young
males. And we should never tolerate
mistreating women at parties or other
venues in adolescence. Most males
do not act this way, and I don’t believe
I ever behaved in that way, thanks to
some very good adult role models in
my life. Regardless of what did or did
not happen in the much debated
event of his adolescence, it is clear
that he liked to party with his friends.
I suspect that his wife and his children
have had much to do with turning this
past adolescent behavior around. His
wife and children have made him a
better person than if he had remained
single.
Maybe what I have written here may
seem to some as overly ancient and
not with current trends. This may be a
perspective that arises out of my situation and reflection on life and faith.
It is a perspective waiting for my dear
wife to come out of surgery.
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Youth News
By Hunter Brumels
Youth Programs at Third are continuing to roll on!
Middle school and High School Youth have been
meeting regularly over the past few weeks, and a lot
of fun is being had! Students are focusing on the Fall
theme of “Tell Your Story”! We have been looking at
personal stories, the testimonies of others, and the

impact that our stories can have on our faith and the
faith of those around us! We are right in the middle
of our fall semester, and it is exciting to be together
with one another! On November 9-10, middle school
and high school students will be heading up to Grace
Adventure Camp for a Fall Retreat! Please pray for
safe travels, and lots of fun!

Third Reformed
Church Women's
Ministries

The Women’s Ministry group at Third
has a couple outlets for you to share
with others during this time: The Giving Tree in the Gathering Place, and
Family Health Care donations.

By Gretchen Munroe, Betty
Voskuil, Co-Presidents

The Giving Tree will be up from midNovember until Epiphany. We hope it
will be decorated with scarves, hats,
gloves, mittens, new packages of socks
and underwear to be donated to the
Community Action House.

“Each of you should use whatever gift
you have received to serve others, as
faithful stewards of God’s grace...” – I
Peter 4:10
The holiday season is upon us! And as
we dash about with preparations and
are swallowed up in the excitement
and buzz, we need a moment or two
in gratitude for the life and gifts with
which God has blessed us.

Our Family Health Care committee has
“adopted” a single mother with six
children in our community that needs
help with basic necessities like hygiene
and cleaning products (think toothpaste, deodorant, or paper towels,
detergents, etc.). A blue bin in the
hallway beneath the mailboxes, out-

side the church office is waiting to be
filled for them.
So, as you are out and about this season, why not pick up an extra roll of
toilet paper or pair of mittens for
someone who needs them?
We greatly appreciate this service of
the faithful stewards of Third Church,
and urge you to remember, “Every
good and perfect gift is from above…”
– Jas. 1:17
=== Our next WMTRC Board meeting
is scheduled for February 11, at 4:30
p.m. in the Library.
All women are encouraged to join a
Bible study group. Directories and
study books are available in the
church office. ===
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Living Green

this months question. "How bad is
it.......to spritz countertops with glass
By Mark Faga
cleaner." PRETTY BAD! Glass cleaner
is high in ammonia which can dull or
Are you or have you been enjoying
Tune up your heating system. I'm not
etch your granite and marble tops and
"Fall"? It has been an interesting seaeven going to tell you to do this by
even wear away laminate if not wiped
son so far full of rain and wind. If you
yourself (unless you're a licensed furoff completely. If looking to pare
enjoy Fall as much as I do I hope that
nace repairman). It is just easier to let
down your cleaning supplies use a
you've been able to take a walk or
the professional handle this one and
multipurpose cleaner instead. It will
take a scenic color tour in and amidst
you can get an annual tune up for a
be safer on your home all around.
our poor Fall weather. But if you
very reasonable price and have the
haven't, there's still time. Enjoy a carassurance that the heat won't go out
I'll leave you with "E & F" from the
amel apple, carve a pumpkin or bake
when you actually need it the most.
"how long do things last" article also
some apple crisp. Don't let this beauexcerpted from the HGTV magazine.
Pay attention to your window treattiful season pass you by bements. The best way to keep the heat Exterior paint job......up to 10 years if
cause...winter is around the corner. And that's what we need to talk in is with thermal drapes and blinds. If the project is well prepped and you
those are not in the budget and you
pick the right paint. The key to prepabout in this issue of Living Green.
don't already have them just remem- ping is to power wash, scrape and
Yes, winter is around the corner and
ber to allow the sun in but to make
sand allowing the new paint to bond
it's time to think about it. Along with
sure you cover the windows when it's to the surface. And keep in mind that
putting away your summer (shorts and
dark keeping your heat in and the cold a lighter color will last longer since
t-shirts, picnic tables and lawn chairs
out.
they're less vulnerable to the sun.
etC.) it's time to prepare your home
for the dropping temperatures of win- Use your thermostat correctly. If you Fertilizer.....forever. For extra protecdon't have a programmable thermotion close bags with a large chip clip
ter.
stat I urge you to get one. Remember and in the event of clumps due to
If you haven't had a home energy authat you can save some significant
moisture simply break them up.
dit yet now's the perfect time to
money by dialing back the heat at
May you all feel the love of family and
schedule one. And if you live in the
night or when you're not home.
the warmth of Christ's love for you
city of Holland you may have gotten a
Finally, if you have a fireplace make
in the upcoming holiday seacard in the mail to schedule a free
sure the damper is closed. If you don't son. God's blessings to you all.
one. You don't have to buy into all
they want you to do but they will give or won't be using it at all think about
you plenty to think about and will give plugging and sealing the chimney flue.
you advice on how to prioritize that
list. Many of the items you may even

be able to do yourself like installing
weather-stripping in key locations or
replacing an old furnace filter.

Now from the "how bad is it...." article
thanks to the HGTV magazine we have
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(continued from page 1)

Stewardship Sunday, November 11 we
will present a compelling and specific
Discipleship:
vision of Third Reformed Church as we
Asking questions
come out of our 150th anniversary
Belonging to the body of Christ
year and live in Year 151 and beyond.
Growing in God’s love and gifts
Leaders of Third Church have sensed
Doing what Jesus said
God’s call for our congregation in areas of worship, discipleship, and misMission:
sion that are exciting and will require
Engaging in mission locally
a level of commitment from our conEnjoying the Spirit’s fruit in crossgregation to meet this vision.

cultural mission
in our community
Supporting global mission
Entering into the joys and sorrows
of the world-wide church

Rietberg
Concert
Handbell duo Larry and Carla Sue will
be the guest musicians for the 21st
Annual Rietberg Concert, on Sunday,
November 4, at 3:00 p.m.. This concert is a tribute to 45 years of service
of Evelyn and Roger Rietberg to the
music program of Third Reformed
Church. A sample of pieces they will
play using eight bells include
“Amazing Grace” and “Sakura.” Larry
and Carla will be joined by Linda
Strouf, on organ, and Mary Van
Voorst, on flute, for another piece.
Larry and Carla Sue are originally from
California and England, and were
brought together by their passion for
handbells. They moved to Holland in
August 2016, and
are members of
Third Reformed
Church.

Each family in the congregation will
receive a stewardship booklet that
casts the vision for our church. With
the help of the Stewardship Committee, the consistory, various staff

members, I prayerfully wrote the
stewardship booklet. Upon completion, I read Wesley GranbergMichaelson’s new book, Future Faith.
Wes is the former General Secretary
of the Reformed Church. I found that
Wes’ book reflects what we are already beginning to do at Third Reformed Church.
Come on Sunday, November 11th and
be encouraged not so much about
money matters but vision matters!

Preview for Advent:
“The Senses of Advent”
Wednesday, November 28:
Advent Workshop beginning with dinner at 5:30 PM
Sundays in December
First Sunday of Advent, December 2:
What does righteousness and justice taste like?
Second Sunday of Advent, December 9:
What does God’s salvation look like?
Third Sunday of Advent, December 16:
What does good news sound like?
Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 23:
What does God’s movement in our lives feel like?
Christmas Eve, December 24:
What does the incarnation smell like?

10 | 3rd Generation November Newsletter | A Publication of Third Reformed Church

Thank You
Thank you for the outpouring of
prayers and support we have received from you in the weeks since
Jonathan’s death. You have given us
a deeper understanding of what it
means to belong to the Body of
Christ, and we have found strength in
the love that our Third Church community has shown.

From each of us, including our extended family, our deepest heartfelt
gratitude.

month or more of recuperation,
Joyce will be able to resume her
presence in our midst.

Amy, Jackson and Tyler Hagood
Joyce Mott

Pastor Kent Fry

Thank you for the prayers, cards, and
meals in recent days. Joyce had very
serious surgery in Grand Rapids, October 15th. We are thankful that
there is no sign of cancer and after a

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
Birthdays/Anniversaries
(birthdays 80 years plus/anniversaries 50 years plus)

Elizabeth Bennett
Marv Jalving
Walt Seidelman

November 4
November 16
November 22

84 years
94 years
94 years

Address/Phone Changes
Tom & Lois Dykstra 710 Clark Crossing SE Grand Rapids, 49506
616-608-6085
Barry & Carolyn Elz P.O. Box 1814 Lake Ozark, MO 65049
Susie Vander Kolk 502 SE 157th Ave. Unit 55 Vancouver, WA 98684

Sympathy to
to former members, Tony & Elly Muiderman, in the death of their son,
Jeff, on October 1 in Eugene, OR.
to the family and friends of Libby Boven who died on October 7. A memorial service will be held on Saturday, November 3.

Birth
Abigail Jane
(Jenn Zoerman & Jacob Yates)
October 8

Pray for
Frank Pettinga
Norm Japinga
Shirley Japinga
John Hesselink
Rick Vandervelde
Elton Bruins
Jan Benningfield
Marv Jalving
Lee Ten Brink
John Nordstrom
Joyce Fry

November 2018
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Sun

Mon

Tue

**Sunday Morning
Education Schedule

**Wednesday Night
Schedule

9:25-TRC Singers
9:45-Sunday Morning Live
9:45-Children’s
Choir
9:45-Education for
Adults
10:00-Children’s &
Youth Education

5:30-LIFT Dinner
6:15-LIFT Children’s Classes
6:15-Middle School
Youth Group
6:20-Sanctuary
Choir
6:30-LIFT Adult
Classes

4

5

6

8:00-Matins Choir
8:30-Worship Service
**Sunday Morning
Education Schedule
11:00-Worship
Service
3:00-Rietberg Concert
7:00-Senior High
Youth Group

7:30-Music Team

11

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

7:00-Special Education Ministry

10:00-Women’s
Prayer Group

11:00-Libby Boven
Memorial Service

7

8

9

10

9:30-Staff Meeting

6:15-Men’s Bible
Study
6:30-Sunrise Saints
8:00-Wednesday
Morning Prayers
**Wednesday Night
Schedule

7:00-Special Education Ministry

7:00-Youth Fall
Retreat Begins

12

13

14

15

16

8:00-Matins Choir
8:30-Worship Service
**Sunday Morning
Education Schedule
10:00-TRC Ringers
11:00-Worship
Service
7:00-Senior High
Youth Group

1:30-Miriam Bible
Study

8:30-Ruth Bible
Study
9:30-Staff Meeting
10:00-Hannah/
Elizabeth Bible
Study
12:00-Lydia Bible
Study
7:30-Outreach Team

6:15-Men’s Bible
Study
6:30-Sunrise Saints
8:00-Wednesday
Morning Prayers
1:30-Rachel Bible
Study
**Wednesday Night
Schedule

7:00-Special Education Ministry
7:00-Worship Committee

10:00-Women’s
Prayer Group

18

19

20

21

22

23

8:00-Matins Choir
8:30-Worship Service
**Sunday Morning
Education Schedule
11:00-Worship
Service
12:15-Third Sunday
Pizza Lunch
7:00-Senior High
Youth Group

7:00-Martha Bible
Study

9:30-Staff Meeting
6:30-Governing
Elders’ Meeting
6:30-Governing
Deacons’ Meeting
7:15-Governing
Board Meeting

6:15-Men’s Bible
Study
6:30-Sunrise Saints
8:00-Wednesday
Morning Prayers
6:30-Bilingual Bible
Study & Prayer
Group

Church Office
Closed

Church Office
Closed

25

26

27

28

29

30

9:30-Staff Meeting
7:00-Christian Education Committee

6:15-Men’s Bible
Study
6:30-Sunrise Saints
8:00-Wednesday
Morning Prayers
5:45-Advent Workshop
5:45-Middle School
Youth Group

7:00-Special Education Ministry

9:00-Newsletter
Assembly

8:00-Matins Choir
8:30-Worship Service
NO EDUCATION
11:00-Worship
Service

10:00-Thanksgiving
Day Worship Service

17

24
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