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Pastor’s Column 

Kent Fry 

The fall is not quite what I planned. In the middle of October, I 

have not yet found a set pattern or rhythm to the fall.  Some of it 

is due to the 150th Anniversary that has brought additional ser-

vices and events; some is unplanned adjustments to the staffing 

of the church; some is due to unplanned illnesses of people in the 

congregation; some to special visits of our children from Illinois.  

We are adjusting our technology at the church with a new web 

site and internal means of communication that I have not yet 

mastered.  And quite honestly I did not intend to embark on a 

new hymnbook but the worship committee and the consistory 

have moved in this direction. 

The sage of Israel inspired by God put it this way, “The Human 

mind plans the way, but the Lord directs the steps.”  (Proverbs 

16:9)  Dee Bechtel has said to me that “Ministry is planned inter-

ruptions.”  And rather than seeing unforeseen events as an incon-

venience, the wise and patient person uses these things as an op-

portunity to see the Spirit of God at work. 

Despite unexpected events, it has been a blessing to see the 

Wednesday night program come alive with children and youth of 

the church and the neigh-

borhood.  The diversity of 

people is an outpouring of 

the Spirit of God that many 

of us could not have fore-

seen even five years ago.   

(continued on page 9) 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Young Hearts Luncheon 
We are in for a real treat at our Young Hearts meeting on December 7. 

Larry and Carla Sue will be presenting a program of Christmas music 

using just eight bells. Larry and Carla both started playing handbells in 

1987, but in different countries. Carla began playing handbells in Eng-

land. Larry is a fifth-generation Californian and was introduced to 

handbells in 1987. They met online on The Handbell Communi-

ty website, and attended their first Bay View Week of Handbells to-

gether in August 2010. In 2011 they celebrated their engagement at 

Bay View, and in 2012 they were married in California. They moved to 

Holland in July of 2016 and are members of Third Church. You have 

heard some of their arrangements and new compositions performed 

at Third Church.  Please make your reservations by calling the church 

office, 392-1459, by Monday, December 4. Price for the luncheon is 

$5.00. Bus transportation is available, please indicate when you call for 

your reservation if you need transportation. 

Holiday Education Schedule 
On Sunday, November 26, there will be no education classes for 
children and youth. Adult Education will take place at 9:45 a.m. 
 

Upcoming Events at Third 
Sunday, November 12, Rietberg Concert, 3:00 p.m. 

Sunday, November 12, Big Read Event, 7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, November 15, LIFT ends for semester 

Thursday, November 23, Thanksgiving Day Service, 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday, December 10, Choir Carol Service, 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday, December 17, Christmas Caroling & Pizza Dinner, 4:00 p.m. 

Sundays, December 24 & 31, One service at 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday, December 24, Christmas Eve, services at 5:00 & 11:00 p.m.  

Morning Worship Themes: 

Worship Themes for November 

 

 
 

Sunday, November 5 All Saints Sunday 

Tolling of the Bell for the Saints 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

“Hypocrites and Saints” 

Matthew 23:1-12 

Sunday, November 12 Stewardship 

Sunday 

“Peace and Security in My Days?” 

*Isaiah 39; Matthew 25:1-13 

I might call Sunday, November 12 Cul-

tural Sunday.  The Christian Church in 

western culture preserved some of the 

great art forms and literary culture of 

civilization.  Then it is not outside our 

calling to appreciate the Spirit at work 

in music and the arts.  Every square 

inch of territory belongs to God. 

3:00 p.m. is the Rietberg Organ Recital 

7:00 p.m. in conjunction with the Big 

Read we welcome Makoto Fujimura, 

world-renown Japanese artist. 

Sunday, November 19 Stewardship 

Dedication 

“Venture Capitalism” 

Matthew 25:14-30 

Mindings Sunday 
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Thanksgiving Morning Worship 

“Singing to the Lord:  One Hun-

dred and Fifty Thanksgivings at 

Third Reformed Church” 

Thursday, November 23 at 

10:00 a.m. 

Time of Congregational Sharing 

of Thanksgiving 

Sunday, November 26  Christ 

the King Sunday 

“Christ, the Least of These” 

Matthew 25:31-46 

 

************************** 

First Sunday of Advent is De-

cember 3 

Theme for Advent, Christmas, 

and Epiphany, “The Peaceable 

Kingdom” 

A Vision from the Prophet Isaiah 

We are living in challenging 

times in the midst of our 150th 

Anniversary.  Third Church has 

lived through challenging times 

in the past.  We long for the 

peaceable kingdom. 

Sunday, December 3 

“Longing for Peace” 

Isaiah 64:1-9; Mark 13:24-27 

Bible Study, led by Amanda Dykhouse, 

meets  each week in room 22 on the 

lower level. This  semester the study is 

focused on Hebrews. 

Adult Spiritual Formation Class will 

meet each Sunday morning in the 

Centennial Room on the lower level. 

This class is participatory, experiential 

and rooted in scripture as we talk 

about ways we practically live out our 

faith in Christ. 

Chapel Class 

November 5 

“Service Projects” 

John Hoekstra  

John Hoekstra will lead us through 

some of the ways in which Third 

Church has practiced service—in our 

neighborhood and in the world. 

November 12 

“Introduction to Makoto Fujimura” 

Jeff Munroe & Joel Schoon Tanis 

Internationally known artist, writer, 

and speaker, Makoto Fujimura is par-

ticipating in this year’s Big Read. Joel 

and Jeff will give an introduction to 

Mako, his work and the Big Read 

book, “When the Emperor Was Divine, 

 to prepare us for Makoto’s presenta-

tion at Third Church. 

November 19 

“History of Pillar Church” 

Chris DeVos 

 A few blocks from here, the split of 

Pillar Church resulted in two denomi-

nations: the RCA and the CRC. Chris 

DeVos, a former pastor at Pillar will 

share more about that division and 

our commonalities. 

November 26 

Kristen Johnson 

We have invited another of our favor-

ite presenters to join us this morning 

to speak on a topic of her choice. 

 

Adult Education 
 

Adult Education classes begin at 9:40 a.m. 

Daylight Savings 

 Time ends 

Sunday, November 5. 

Be sure to turn your 

clocks back one hour. 
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Giving for the month was down from 

last September but up compared to 

August.  Year-to-date giving is ahead 

of last year but slightly behind budget.  

Through 75% of the year (9/30/17), 

we have collected 71% of the amount 

budgeted. 

Expenses for the month exceeded giv-

ing by about $10,000 and year-to-date 

expenses are ahead of giving for the 

year by about the same amount.  

Most of the overage is in the areas of 

Worship or Outreach.  Our biggest 

expense item, Salaries and Benefits, is 

below budget for the year.  

Out total outstanding debt has been 

reduced to $1,000 and will be totally 

extinguished by the end of October.  

Our reserve account balances have 

continued to grow as we have met our 

transfer obligations for the first 9 

months of the year. 

The Governing Board met last week 

and approved a preliminary budget for 

2018 that holds giving and expense 

levels flat compared to 2017.  This 

budget will now go to the congrega-

tion for additional review and consid-

eration.  If you have input or thoughts 

about next year that you would like to 

share, please let me know. 

If you would like additional infor-

mation or have any questions, contact 

me.  

  

Finance Report 
By Jeff Beird, Treasurer 

Mindings Sunday this year is on Sun-

day, November 19. We remember on 

this Sunday those in our congregation 

who have experienced a significant 

event in their lives during this past 

year (e.g. birth, death, baptism, mar-

riage, or church membership). You are 

encouraged to participate by bringing 

an unwrapped gift to worship on No-

vember 19. We recommend the fol-

lowing gifts: 

small plant, dried flowers, adult color-

ing book with colored pencils or cray-

ons, puzzle, gift card, coffee, hot choc-

olate mix, journal, devotional book, 

blank note cards, battery operated 

candles (no real candles), Please limit 

homemade food items to avoid prob-

lems for those who have allergies. 

 Please limit your gifts to only one per 

family. The gifts will be presented dur-

ing both the worship services and will 

be distributed on Sunday afternoon or 

Monday by the care elders. 

Mindings Sunday 
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This has been a big month in TRC 

Youth Ministry!  I (Janelle) am very 

glad to be joining the staff and 

Youth Ministry Team as the Direc-

tor of Youth Ministries. Mitch Con-

rad is continuing to share his 

gifts  in the areas of youth worship 

leading and teaching. Parents and 

students, I am eager to get to know 

all of you better.  If we haven’t had 

a chance to meet so far, please come 

and talk to me so we can get acquaint-

ed! 

Middle School  

This semester, the Middle School 

Youth Group is studying Hebrews 11, 

learning about the stories of grace and 

faith that are given to us to teach and 

encourage us in our own journey of 

faith.  

Over October 13-15, Mitch Conrad and 

our Middle School leaders lead a won-

derful retreat at Camp Warner, in 

Grand Junction, MI.  We had 22 Mid-

dle Schoolers in attendance, and de-

spite a rainy weekend, many great 

memories were made. The students 

also spent time in worship, and 

learned about some basic steps about 

making and keeping a personal plan to 

spend time with God and read the Bi-

ble.  Please join in praying for the help 

and guidance of God’s Spirit in the 

commitments each one made. 

High School 

The High School Youth Group has 

been engaging in a series of discus-

sions about various topics and is-

sues the students face or about 

which they are wondering.  As lead-

ers we are  impressed with these 

earnest questions and thoughtful con-

versations, and how the students are 

making connections with their faith. 

We are looking forward to the Fall 

High School Retreat, November 17-19 

at Camp Warner.  High School families, 

please put these dates on your calen-

dar!  Registration forms are available 

from Mitch or Janelle, and on the 

Youth Room counter.  Students, feel 

free to  invite your friends as well!  

Youth Ministries 
By Janelle Lopez-Koolhaas 

(February 14 – March 29, 2018) 

Thank you to those who contributed 

to the 2017 Lenten Devotional Booklet 

Project sponsored by Women’s Minis-

tries of Third Reformed Church.  The 

booklet was well-received and appre-

ciated by the membership. Individual 

contributions made it very special.  

We are now asking for help in being 

able to provide a booklet for the Len-

ten Season, 2018. 

 For this year’s theme, please consider 

either… 

“A Time of Reflection” or “Celebrating 

150 Years of Community at Third 

Church.” 

The format will be the same as last 

year with the designation of meaning-

ful scripture, short devotional, and 

closing prayer.  Please submit your 

devotional by December 1.   

You may contact either Joyce Mott or 

Jane Snyder for more information and 

thanks in advance for contributing to 

this year’s booklet. 

Lenten 2018 Devotional Booklet Project 
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Children’s Ministries 
LIFT October Service Project 

In October, the children of our Wednesday evening 
LIFT (Life In Faith Together) program, participated 
with the congregation in assembling 150 clean-up 
buckets for hurricane relief efforts through Church 
World Service.  150 buckets for 150 years that Third 
Church has served the world in the name of Jesus!  
Thank you to the children and all who participated 
in this project! 

A Night of  ThanksLiving at LIFT 
 

On Wednesday, November 15 (our final night 
of LIFT for the semester), the children will be 
having a special celebration night centered 
around God’s call for us to live our lives with 
gratitude or “ThanksLiving”!  
 

As part of this evening, and as our 
“ThanksLiving” special project, we will be col-
lecting a love offering for the homeless boys 
in Pakistan that our Pakistani missionary and 
friend, Lubna Younas has been 
serving. Look for more infor-
mation about our Thanksgiving 
Tree offering  in the next few 
weeks and join with the children 
as we pray for and financially 
support these young Christian 
street children.   

Hope Students Volunteer at LIFT 
 

 

This fall, we welcome Anna Rumstadt, 
Ernesta Cole, Luke Gravitt and Violet 

Peschiera, Hope College freshmen Phelps Scholars, 
to our Children’s LIFT Program at church.  We also 
welcome back junior Tyra White,  who has served 
with us for the past two years. These wonderful 
students are leading small groups, participating in 
the LIFT activities, and modeling the faith to our 
children.  Please welcome and thank these stu-
dents when you see them here at Third Church! 

 Family Advent & Christmas Events 
 

 

All Church-Family Advent Wreath Workshop:  Our annual All Church-Family Advent Workshop will again take place on a 
Wednesday evening this year.  Join us for our special evening of fellowship and making an Advent wreath for your home.  
This event is scheduled for Wednesday, November 29; 5:45-7:30 p.m. and is for all ages!  Put it on your calendar and plan 
to join us as our Church family prepares to celebrate the wonder and mystery of Advent, as we await the coming of the Sav-
ior into our world!   More information will be coming soon. 
 

Sunday School Christmas Celebration and Open House:  On December 17, during our Sunday School hour, the children 
and youth in our Sunday School program  invite the congregation to share with them in a Christmas celebration and Sunday 
School Open House.  A short program with music, drama, and singing will be presented in the Fellowship Hall and then eve-
ryone will be invited and  encouraged to visit the Sunday School classrooms where Christmas treats will be served.   
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We all like to think that in the face of 

injustice or wrong doing or evil, we 

would stand on our principles and do 

the right thing. We wouldn't just go 

along to get along. History, however, 

shows us that the opposite is usually 

true. Standing alone is a very hard 

thing—and yet there are people who 

manage to live by their principles, 

even in the face of great danger to 

themselves and/or people they love. 

What makes them different? That 

question is the basis for Beautiful 

Souls by Eyal Press.  He examines life 

saving efforts or bold stances on injus-

tice with stories of people involved 

during the Nazi  Holocaust, the con-

flicts between Serbs and Croats, Israel 

and Palestine, and whistle-blowers 

and corporations and government. Is 

courage a matter of up-bringing, per-

sonality, faith conviction, psychology, 

or some other factor? 

Those of us who have been in church 

for a long time, have read the Bible, 

and listened to sermons and teaching 

think we know what the Bible says, 

especially in well-known passages. 

Sometimes, though, those well-known 

passages are also misunderstood. 

Third Reformed Church member Bob 

Van Voorst gives us 24 examples of 

this in Commonly Misunderstood Vers-

es of the Bible (What They Really 

Mean). For instance, is that Mizpah 

Benediction really a benediction and 

blessing? Was Jesus really born in a 

manger? Should we really not judge at 

all? How prosperous does God want 

me to be? What is the root of all evil?  

I was going to hold this book until next 

month, but decided to introduce it 

now. You might want to take a look at 

it and if it appeals to you, you may 

want to get your own copy. The book 

Light upon Light by Sarah Arthur is a 

devotional book for Advent, Christ-

mas, and Epiphany, but has a format 

different from most devotionals. Each 

week has an opening and closing pray-

er, Scripture passages for that week, 

and selections from literature, all 

meant to give you a rich combination 

for reflection, self-examination, medi-

tation, and prayer. There are classic 

and contemporary poems and small 

selections from novels. I used the vol-

ume for Ordinary Time, At the Still 

Point, and really appreciated it. 

Library Corner 
By Chris Walvoord 

 

Women’s  
Ministries  
By Gretchen Munroe 

Our Ladies Bible study groups are up 

and running again! The chosen com-

mon book for the year is Psalms: Pray-

ers of the Heart by Eugene Peterson. 

Women of all ages are welcome to 

join a group. No longer called 

“circles,” we gather every month for 

fellowship, discussion and prayer.  We 

also help support at-home members, 

help with funeral receptions, decorate 

the sanctuary, run the birthday cakes 

for Hope students and Breakfast with 

Babies projects, and pair up with chil-

dren as prayer partners. Please stop 

by the office with inquiries. 

The Giving Tree is up for the holiday 

season, and we're hoping it will be 

dressed well with contributions of 

scarves, hats, gloves, and mittens as 

well as packaged underwear and 

socks  for neighbors in need. 

Thank you for your support, as we 

support Third and its friends. 
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Living Green 
By Mark Faga 

In the last two issues of the 3rd Gener-

ation Newsletter we discussed the war 

between plastic, aluminum and 

glass.  How they are made (aluminum 

being the winner if we recycle all the 

aluminum that has been made be-

cause it's air tight and weighs very 

little), and which is better for storage 

(glass being the winner because it  is 

non porous and  can be cooked with 

and washed in high temps over and 

over). 

This month we will examine how 

many times these products can be 

recycled.  Who will the ultimate win-

ner be?  Glass?  Plastic?  Aluminum? 

My house is full of plastic.  It is light-

weight, washable and I'm doing my 

part when it's broken or used up by 

putting it in my blue recycle bin.  Or 

am I? 

PLASTIC...yes, it can be recy-

cled...ONCE.  You bet, it can be recy-

cled into clothing, shoes or even a 

park bench.  These items will last for-

ever but that's it.  Once they've been 

turned into something else that's 

it.  The next time that product is done, 

it's done. 

ALUMINUM...except for the mining of 

the bauxite that aluminum is made 

from, aluminum cans are the most 

valuable recycled item in the United 

States and can be recycled infinitely. 

PAPER...is almost as tricky as plas-

tic.  Being made up of long fibers, eve-

ry time paper is recycled those fibers 

are shortened making it harder to re-

cycle the next time.  Paper can be re-

cycled 5-7 times. 

GLASS...You certainly won't be harm-

ing the environment by choosing 

glass.  Glass, like metal, can be recy-

cled infinitely.  Melt it down and start 

over.  Go glass. 

So the winner(s)...Glass and Met-

als.  You just need to make sure you 

recycle them when you're done with 

them. 

Remember, for more information on 

the battle between glass, aluminum, 

plastic and paper search 

www.earth911.com and search plastic 

vs glass vs aluminum. 

And now for some Fall Fun, here are 

10 ways to use that pumpkin, the ole 

jack-o-lantern. 

1) whip up some pumpkin puree 

2) make a pumpkin planter 

3) use those guts 

4) get pumpkin pretty 

5) create a classic pumpkin seed dish 

6) feed the wildlife 

7) make a post Halloween treat 

8) mix up a pumpkin shake 

9) spice up a dinner party with pump-

kin serving bowls 

10) have pumpkin butter with break-

fast 

For information on how go to 

www.earth911.com and search uses 

for pumpkins. Enjoy.  I know I will.   

 

Rietberg Concert 
Series 
Organist,  Kevin J. Vaughn will play a 

recital on Sunday, November 12, at 

3:00 p.m., in the sanctuary.  The con-

cert is free and open to the public.  He 

will play pieces by J.S. Bach, Hugo Dis-

tler, Joel Martinson, Johann Ludwig 

Krebs, Felix Mendelssohn, and Gaston 

Litazie. A reception will held following 

the concert.The Rietberg Concert be-

gan as a tribute in 1997 to the 45 

years of service of Roger Rietberg as 

Minister of Music at Third Reformed 

Church 

Kevin J. Vaughn is director of music 

and organist at Gloria Dei Lutheran 

Church in South Bend, Indiana, and 

instructor of organ and harpsichord at 

Goshen College. An active recitalist, 

recent performances include solo or-

gan recitals in California, Indiana, Ken-

tucky, Missouri, New York, Ohio, and 

Washington, and collaborative pro-

grams with baritone Stephen Lancas-

ter in Illinois, Virginia, 

and Michigan. Kevin 

holds degrees in pi-

ano, organ, and sacred 

music, including the 

first Doctor of Musical 

Arts degree in organ 

performance conferred by the Univer-

sity of Notre Dame. He currently 

serves as dean of the St. Joseph Valley 

Chapter of the American Guild of Or-

ganists and holds the Guild’s Colleague 

certificate. 

http://www.earth911.com
http://www.earth911.com
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(continued from page 1) 

The hurricane relief project filling 

emergency buckets was a great 

event of young and old together 

seeking to respond to human need. 

I think of the hymn in Lift Up Your 

Hearts, “All Are Welcome”: 

Let us build a house where love can 

dwell and all can safely live, 

A place where saints and children 

tell how hearts learn to forgive. 

Built of hopes and dreams and vi-

sions, rock of faith and vault of 

grace; 

Here the love of Christ shall end divi-

sions: 

All are welcome, all are welcome, all 

are welcome in this place. 

It was a joy for me to attend at least 

part of the Middle School Youth Re-

treat.  I didn’t do much but go along 

and be present with the youth and 

the sponsors. On Friday night with a 

bunk full of middle school guys, I let 

Ben Kamphuis and Jon Van Duinen 

handle things and I went to sleep by 

midnight while they  carried on for 

another hour. 

It was a joy to see Mitch and Abby 

Conrad provide such good leader-

ship for the retreat, and our hope 

and prayer is that with Janelle Lopez

-Koolhaas coming on board, that 

this will provide both proper bal-

ance and leadership to both of our 

youth groups. 

The One-Hundred-Fiftieth Anniver-

sary Team provided a wonderful 

event at the Capon House at the 

end of September as we learned 

something of our history.  I relished 

the story about Isaac Capon who 

was a key leader in the Holland Col-

ony as Mayor and Superintendent 

of the Sunday School as well a Dea-

con in the Church. He got into some 

19th century moral trouble.  After 

his first wife died, three years later, 

he married the domestic servant in 

the home.  Capon at the time was in 

his early 60’s and she was in her 

early 20’s.  It touched off a scandal 

and Capon had to resign as the 

Third Reformed Church Sunday 

School Superintendent. 

But he clearly loved her and they 

had five children together, one be-

came the director for the Holland 

Tulip Time.  He would write love 

letters to her from the places he 

traveled on business!   

Another joy this fall has been the 

Holland Reformation 500 events 

with the hymn sing, the lectures, 

and the final worship service with 

the joint choir at Christ Memorial 

the last Sunday in October.  I think 

the one take-away that I have had 

from the Reformation events is that 

the Reformation was the re-

discovery of the gospel, and yet in 

many ways the Reformation led to 

the fragmentation of the church and 

the unexpected consequence of the 

secularization of western society. 

On November 12 we have a cultural 

Sunday with the Rietberg Concert at 

3:00 p.m., and at 7:00 p.m. we wel-

come world renowned artist Ma-

kato Fujimura in conjunction with 

the Big Read.   

Joyce and I plan to get away for a 

few days at the beginning of No-

vember.  I hope that the vacation 

will be both recreational but also 

devotional giving us time to make 

space for God.  I do love the hymn 

in Lift Up Your Hearts that goes like 

this:   

Come away from the rush and hurry 

to the stillness of God’s peace; 

From our vain ambition’s worry, 

come to Christ and find release. 

Come away from noise and clamor, 

life’s demands and frenzied pace; 

Come join the people gathered here 

to seek and find God’s grace. 
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To our many Friends at Third Re-

formed Church, 

Thank you much for letting us be a 

part of your lives for the past many 

years.  The support and encourage-

ment that you have given to our fami-

ly transplanted from Pennsylvania to 

The Dutch community of Holland has 

been truly amazing.   

At the invitation of the Interim Pastor, 

Dennis Voskuil and the pastors that 

followed, you let me enter into your 

lives during good times and hard times 

as your Congregational Care Coordina-

tor.  Jon has also given me solid sup-

port.  During these years I did whatev-

er needed to be done always with 

God’s help and direction.  No two days 

were ever the same.  

Now with retirement Jon and I are 

entering a new chapter in our lives—a 

move to Franklin, Tennessee toward 

the end of the year to be nearer our 

families.   You will be missed but pray-

ers will continue. Thank you for all the 

kind words that you have written and 

spoken of our days together in minis-

try. 

Shalom, 

Dee & Jon      

Thank You 

Big Read Event 
By Deb Van Duinen 

Internationally-known artist, speaker, 

and writer Makoto “Mako” Fujimura 

will be at our church as a part of the 

Holland Area Big Read at 7pm on Sun-

day, November 12. All members of the 

congregation are invited to attend in 

conjunction with our 150th Anniver-

sary Culture Day. Mako will be inter-

viewed by Jeff Munroe that evening, 

with most questions focusing on the 

religious history of Japan and how that 

history plays into the Big Read book 

When the Emperor was Divine by Julie 

Osuka.  You do not need to have read 

the Big Read book to participate on 

November 12. 

Mako splits his time between Prince-

ton, NJ, where his art studio is, and 

Pasadena, CA, where he directs Fuller 

Theological Seminary’s Brehm Cen-

ter.  His most recent book Silence and 

Beauty, explores the systematic perse-

cution of Christians in Japan as pre-

sented in both the book and film Si-

lence. Mako worked as an advisor to 

Martin Scorsese on the movie Silence.  

Joel Schoon-Tanis and Jeff Munroe will 

present an Adult Education class in the 

morning of November 12 to introduce 

the congregation to Mako’s work and 

importance in the worlds of art and 

theology.  

This is the fourth year of the Holland 

Area Big Read, and Third Reformed 

has deep connections to this annual 

event.  Several members of the con-

gregation have participated as volun-

teers in the Big Read programming, 

and our own Deb Van Duinen is the 

program director.  Last year over 

10,000 community members partici-

pated in the Big Read.  
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Birthdays/Anniversaries 
(birthdays 80 years plus/anniversaries 50 years plus) 

Elizabeth Bennett  November 4   83 years 

Marv Jalving   November 16   93 years 

Walt Seidelman   November 22   93 years 

Sympathy to 
John, Marj, Elizabeth, & Katherine Hoekstra in the death of their mother 

and grandmother, Marian Hoekstra, on October 23. 

Address/Phone Changes 
Karin Ashcroft, P.O. Box 1614, Holland, MI  49422-1614 

Mike & Becky Debowski, 239 Coit Ave NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49505 

Brett & Karen Holleman, 18082 Hammond Bay St., Spring Lake, MI 49456 

Tom Raar, 6263 Lakeshore Dr., West Olive, MI  49460 

Kathy Thornhill, 134 W. 9th St., Holland, MI   49423 

 

Transferred/Dropped from Rolls 
Ryan & Leslie Baker and children Emma, William & Caroline 

Nathan & Elisabeth Bauman and children Leif, Hayden, Henrick, & Soren 

Sue Bosch 

Joe & Jane Vandermeer, and children Jonah and Timothy 

Rob & Lisa Walcot 

Jorg & Abby Warmth, and children Devon and Julia 

Pray for 
Barbara Brink 

Libby Boven 

Barb Mummert 

Nancy Gazan 

Nancy Lacy 

Bob McDonald 

 

Marriage 
Katie Kotowski & Dayne Jarvis 

October 14 

 

Birth 
Caspian Kharis 

(Jeff & Chelsea Lampen, RCA Mission-

aries in Romania) 

October 3 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 

Holiday Cookies 
By Lynne Bonnette 

It is time to dust off your favorite holiday cookie recipe. 

The Fellowship Committee is requesting dozens of holi-

day cookies for our upcoming holiday events. We ask 

that you bake your favorite cookies, seal in a firm con-

tainer and put in the freezer at church. Please label the 

container “Holiday Cookies.” We look forward to the 

many varieties of cookies.  
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No Budget In-
crease Planned 
for 2018 
 
In November, the deacons will be pre-

senting the congregation a proposed 

budget for 2018 which represents our 

estimate as to what it will take to carry 

out and support the ministry of Third 

Reformed Church in the coming year. 

That recommendation will call for the 

same income and expense budget as 

in 2017. 

We’re not calling for an increase in the 

budgeted amounts because we antici-

pate some significant challenges in 

reaching the same income we antici-

pate receiving this year. The de-

mographics of our congregation are 

such that we are declining in member-

ship and the loss of some significant 

contributors will challenge us to reach 

the same contribution levels. There 

will be some cost increases in the new 

year (staff wages and benefit costs in 

particular), but we believe there is ad-

equate flexibility in the current budget 

to absorb those increases. 

Yet, neither are we calling for a de-

crease in the budgeted amounts for 

next year because we believe that the 

ministry the church carries out is vital 

and our experience has been that the 

congregation has demonstrated the 

capacity to respond to an important 

need when challenged. Last year, we 

raised $120,000 beyond the budget to 

fund the purchase of a third home for 

our housing ministry and supported a 

refugee family, and this year the con-

gregation has responded generously 

to immigrant advocacy, taking on a 

missionary share for Lubna in Paki-

stan, and providing hurricane relief, all 

beyond our budgeted income levels. 

Since the completion of the Reaching 

Forward campaign three years ago, 

the congregation’s giving has provided 

the church with a small surplus in each 

of the past two years and we are on 

track to meet our goals this year as 

well. This pattern provides us with 

some confidence that we will be able 

to carry out the ministry we desire in 

the new year and cover those expens-

es through congregational giving de-

spite the challenges. Throughout the 

year, we’ll be closely monitoring the 

giving and expense levels and will 

make adjustments in our spending 

plan as needed if our giving goals are 

not being met.  

Beyond the operating budget, the 

church is blessed to have a very 

healthy balance sheet with some re-

serve funds to cover significant capital 

needs outside the budget should we 

be faced with unanticipated major 

building expenses. 

With this background, we look for-
ward to the congregation’s support of 
the proposed budget and commitment 
through our stewardship program to 
providing the support needed to carry 
out the ministry of Third Reformed 
Church in 2018. 
 
Jeff Beird, Treasurer 
Sandy Stielstra, Chair of Deacons 

Welcome Center 
By Lucille Schroeder 

For many years now, with consistory's 

and focus groups' input, Third Church 

has desired to have a "welcoming" 

presence for visitors coming to wor-

ship with us. At last, a welcome center 

team has been formed and a welcome 

desk has been arranged to offer that 

welcoming presence, though we are 

"a work in progress"! The team con-

sists of six TRC members who them-

selves have come to Third as visitors 

and experienced Third's welcome. A 

vital aspect of a welcome center is to 

have a person present to greet and to 

answer any questions a visitor might 

have about Third church. Volunteers 

from all age groups are encouraged to 

take a turn behind the desk prior to 

and following the 11 a.m. services.  If 

smiling and meeting new people is 

your gift, leave your name at the desk 

or with any of the following team 

members: Kathy Thornhill, Joyce Mott, 

Ella Weymon, Loretta Sue Krieger, Lu-

cille Schroeder, or our communication 

liaison, Jeanette Beagley. Check out 

the Center. We also welcome sugges-

tions for this avenue of ministry.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

**Sunday Morning 

Education Schedule 

 

9:25-TRC Singers 

9:45-Sunday Morn-

ing Live 

9:45-Children’s 

Choir 

9:45-Education for 

Adults 

10:00-Children’s & 

Youth Education 

**Wednesday Night 

Schedule 

 

5:30-LIFT Dinner 

6:15-LIFT Chil-

dren’s Classes 

6:15-Middle School 

Youth Group 

6:20-Sanctuary 

Choir 

6:30-LIFT Adult 

Classes 

7:30-Senior High 

Youth Group 

 
1 

 

6:15-Men’s Bible 
Study 

6:30-Sunrise Saints 

8:00-Wednesday 
Morning Prayers 

**Wednesday Night 

Schedule 

2 

 

7:00-Special Educa-
tion Ministry 

3 

 

10:00-Women’s 
Prayer Group 

4 

5 

 

8:00-Matins Choir 
8:30-Worship Ser-

vice 

**Sunday Morning 

Education Schedule 
11:00-Worship 

Service 
4:45-Carillon Choir 

6 

 

 

7 

 

9:30-Staff Meeting 

8 

 

6:15-Men’s Bible 
Study 

6:30-Sunrise Saints 

8:00-Wednesday 
Morning Prayers 

1:30-Rachel Bible 

Study  

**Wednesday Night 

Schedule 

9 

 

7:00-Special Educa-
tion Ministry 

7:30-Personnel 

Committee 

10 

 

 

11 

12 

 

8:00-Matins Choir 
8:30-Worship Ser-

vice 

**Sunday Morning 

Education Schedule 
10:00-TRC Ringers 

11:00-Worship 
Service 

3:00-Rietberg Con-

cert 
4:45-Carillon Choir 

7:00-Big Read Event 

13 

 

12:00-Blood Drive 
1:30-Miriam Bible 

Study  

14 

 

8:30-Ruth Bible 
Study 

9:30-Staff Meeting 

10:00-Hannah/

Elizabeth Bible 

Study 

12:00-Lydia Bible 
Study 

7:30-Outreach Team 

7:30-Worship Com-
mittee 

15 

 

6:15-Men’s Bible 
Study 

6:30-Sunrise Saints 

8:00-Wednesday 

Morning Prayers 

**Wednesday Night 

Schedule 

16 

 

7:00-Special Educa-
tion Ministry 

17 

 

10:00-Women’s 
Prayer Group 

 

 

 

 

Senior High Youth 
Group Retreat Be-

gins 

18 

19 

 

8:00-Matins Choir 
8:30-Worship Ser-

vice 

**Sunday Morning 

Education Schedule 
11:00-Worship 

Service 

12:15-Third Sunday 

Pizza Lunch 

4:45-Carillon Choir 

20 

 

7:00-Martha Bible 
Study 

21 

 

9:30-Staff Meeting 
6:30-Elders’/

Deacon’s Meetings 

7:15-Governing 
Board 

22 

 

6:15-Men’s Bible 
Study 

6:30-Sunrise Saints 

8:00-Wednesday 
Morning Prayers 

6:20-Sanctuary 

Choir 

 

23 

 

Church Office 
Closed 

 

10:00-Thanksgiving 
Day Service 

24 

 

Church Office 
Closed 

25 

26 

 

8:00-Matins Choir 
8:30-Worship Ser-

vice 

9:45-Adult Educa-
tion 

10:00-TRC Ringers 

11:00-Worship 
Service 

4:45-Carillon Choir 

27 

 

1:00-Bridge Group 

28 

 

9:40-Staff Meeting 

29 

 

6:15-Men’s Bible 
Study 

6:30-Sunrise Saints 

8:00-Wednesday 
Morning Prayers 

5:00-Wreath Pick-up 

5:30-Pizza Dinner & 
Advent Workshop 

6:20-Sanctuary 

Choir 

30 

 

7:00-Special Educa-
tion Ministry 

  

November 2017 


