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“You are Witnesses” Part of our Series for Easter Season:
“Easter People”
Luke 24:36b-48
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Sunday, April 15th we were under a freeze warning. This was the only
Sunday this winter that we had to cancel one of the services. Some said
to me when leaving, “They really needed to hear the sermon,” meaning
those who weren’t here. So here is an excerpt of an important theme
for mainline Protestant Christians, and really all Christians in North
America.

Coming Events ................................ 2

…This is one of the few times that Luke uses the word “witness” in his
gospel. The word witness means a couple of things. It can mean someone who has seen or heard something and is honest and truthful about
it. And the second way it can be used is someone who speaks up,
someone who tells what he or she has seen or heard. This is the meaning in Luke 24.

Women’s Ministries...................... 5

Of course, Christians today, particularly mainline Protestants, have not
been very good about speaking up and giving testimony about Jesus.
We tend to be shy, reticent in telling and sharing the good news of Jesus. I am preaching at the point of our greatest vulnerability.
We just love Bonhoeffer’s counsel a generation or more ago, that we
need to be better listeners, slow to speak, slow to prescribe any sort of
solution. And we do need to listen and hear the needs of people who
are going through periods of searching. It might be the basis of our witness that we first listen to where people are scratching or itching.
But I love the story Virgil Gaulker , the person who designed Kids Hope,
tells as he presented before public school educators concerned that the
church people mentoring children would use it as an evangelism tool
and start telling the kids about Jesus:
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Graduates

Worship Themes for Sunday
Morning Worship
Worship Themes for May
8:30 and 11:00 a.m.
Easter People:

Graduation time will soon be here. If you have a graduate (high school
or college) in your family, please notify the church office by May 15.
We would like to recognize them in the June/July newsletter. We will
need the graduate’s name, the institute from which he/she is graduating, and future plans (if known). Thank you for your help.

Looking Ahead
We are going to do a combined June/July newsletter. If you have items
for this newsletter please give them to Kristen by May 15.

Upcoming Events at Third
Thursday, May 24 Young Hearts Luncheon 12:00 p.m.
Sunday, May 27 Summer services begin one service at 10:00 a.m.
Sunday, June 10 150th Re-dedication Service 10:00 a.m.
Monday, July 30– Thursday, August 2 Vacation Bible School 6:008:15 p.m.

Sunday, May 6
“Easter Out of Control”
Acts 10:44-48
Easter Celebration of the Lord’s Supper
Sunday, May 13 Ascension Sunday
“First Church Jerusalem”
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26
Sunday, May 20 Pentecost Sunday
“A More than Reasonable God”
Acts 2:1-11
8:30 a.m. Celebration of the Lord’s
Supper
Sunday, May 27 Beginning of Summer Schedule: One Service at 10
a.m.
Trinity Sunday
“Who Seeks Whom?”
John 3:1-17
Ordination and Installation of Elders
and Deacons
Sunday, June 3 Confirmand Sunday
I Samuel 3:1-20
Coming for the Summer Series Beginning on Sunday, June 10
“A King Who is Greater than David”
Old Testament Lectionary Passages
from I and II Samuel
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Adult Education
Adult Education classes begin at 9:40 a.m.
Bible Study, led by Amanda Dykhouse, ways we practically live out our faith
meets each week in room 22 on the
in Christ.
lower level. This semester the study is
Chapel Class
focused on Job.
May 6 & 13
Adult Spiritual Formation Class will
“Pilgrim’s Progress & Pilgrim’s Remeet each Sunday morning in the Cen- gress”
tennial Room on the lower level. This Bob Palma
class is participatory, experiential and
The class will consider spiritual pilrooted in scripture as we talk about
grimages as set forth in the allegorical

Saturday, May 5
8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Celebrating Third Church
and the Arts
Joel Schoon-Tanis Art Display
Gathering Place
In Conjunction with Art and Craft
Fair and Youth Group Parking

narratives of Bunyan and Lewis. These
pilgrimages will be compared with historical pilgrimages.
May 20
TBA
The education schedule for the semester concludes on May 20.
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Finance Report
By Jeff Beird, Treasurer
First quarter results suggest a more
challenging financial picture for 2018
than we have seen in a while. General
giving is off about $20,000 from 2017
levels and is currently running about
92% of the average amount we have
received during the first quarter during the past five years.
At the same time, expenses through
3/31/2018 are $32,000 or 12% higher
than the same period last year. About
half that amount is related to Salaries
and benefits. Other areas contributing
to the overage include Outreach
($11,000) and Physical Plant Expenses
($8,000).
The combined impact of the decrease
in Income and the increase in Expenses is unfavorable to the tune of about
$70,000. Another way to look at it, is
to say we spent $70,000 more than we
received during the first quarter. Last

year at this time, we were running a
deficit of about $20,000.

options and make necessary adjustments. We will continue to monitor
our financial activity and will certainly
This situation is not unusual at this
keep the congregation posted on impoint of the year. Historically, we
portant developments in giving levels
have received higher giving levels durand operating expenses.
ing the final quarter of the year
(October to December) while expens- More information on the budget and
es tend to be incurred more evenly
our progress toward it will be presentthroughout the year. This typically
ed at the Annual Meeting scheduled
creates a deficit situation early on.
for 4/29/2018. We welcome your inOver the past two years, this deficit
put and the opportunity to discuss our
has been eliminated by year-end. I
financial progress and challenges.
think the aspect to consider here is
I’ve included some high-level numbers
not the deficit itself, but rather the
below that I think are good indicators
increase over last year. Larger deficits
of our current financial position. If
are obviously more challenging to
you would like additional information
overcome, all other things being
or have any questions, please let me
equal.
know.
Our reserve accounts remain healthy
enough to cover the current deficits
and with nine months left in the year,
we have ample time to consider our
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Young Hearts
Luncheon

Schakel, who interprets this role of
Mrs. Post. She will bring to life
these early days with her passion,
her own creativity and her entertaining style.

Are those May calendars checked with
an “x” for May 24? The time—noon!
Price is the same as always, $5.00!
What a cheap date! Now, this is what
is on the docket...As a portion of our
150th celebration we will welcome a
special visitor from Holland’s “old
days”-Anna Coatsworth Post, or more
formally, Mrs. H. Post, a charter member of the Bay View Reading Circle of
Holland, Michigan in 1897.

Also, in conjunction with our 150th
Third Church Celebration, we will
take advantage of our Young Hearts’
memories as the 150th Anniversary
team has planned a conversational
reminiscence during the meal. Please
give some thought to memories from
your experience at Third, “lest we forget,” interesting/meaningful/fun stories. They are to be scribed for future
sharing in print.

Her recollections will act as a catalyst
to inspire our memories as she shares
locations, businesses and influential
personalities active in Holland’s formative years prior to 1920. Dressed in
period costume, we will recognize the
voice of our local historian, Deborah

Although topics are not limited, they
might include (for your thinking): 1967
Centennial Celebration or 125th in
1992; programs and activities of the
youth, the men, the women; use of
the building and its physical changes;

Women’s
Ministries
By Betty Voskuil, Co-President

In a preview of the program, Carol
says, "The Psalms were meant to
be sung! Join us for a Spirit-filled
Psalms fest that is sure to lift up
your hearts!" It sounds like an
uplifting way to celebrate our 150
years of ministry, too!

Women's ministries will conclude
this program year with a grand
finale called, “Psalms for all Seasons." The program will be led by New officers will be installed and
the Rev. Dr. Carol Bechtel, profes- refreshments will be served folsor of Old Testament at Western lowing the program.
Theological Seminary.

Marriage Encounters; mission trips,
service or outreach programs; people
in the history of Third; easily overlooked “tidbits” of historical highlights.
We hope all of you will enjoy sharing
and learning elements of
“remembering when.”
Please make your reservations by calling the church office, 392-1459, by
Monday, May 21. Bus transportation
will be available. Please indicate if you
plan to ride the bus when you make
your reservation

Save the date!
Wednesday, May 16,
2018
at 7:30 pm
Psalm Sing-a-Long with
Carol Bechtel
in the Chapel
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES
LIFT “Let’s Go Fly A Kite” Celebration Night
Our Wednesday evening LIFT Elementary
Program ended a wonderful year on April
11th with a special event: decorating and
flying kites at Kollen Park. As part of the
evening, we were able to celebrate all the
fun and faith-filled activities of the year
and say “congratulations” to our 5th graders who will be moving into the Middle
School Youth Group this summer. It was
an enjoyable evening for all who attended.

Our 2017-2018 Children’s
Educational Ministries Staff
A BIG THANK YOU to the following
individuals who have served our children so faithfully this year.
Nursery:

Kara Green, Andy & Jane Zoerman.

Sunday School:
Pre & K:
Sarah Southard, Debbie Uhrina,
Jennifer Walvoord, Maddy Dykhouse
1st & 2nd: Cathy & Dale Dykema,
Shelly & Scott Millen
3rd & 4th: Jane Dalman, Marj & John Hoekstra
5th:
Barb Folkert, Linda Jacobs, Sheryl Lunn
Children’s Music: Mary VanVoorst.
Children and Worship:
Leaders: Krystal Bulthuis, Nancy Gebben;
Nyla Hensley, Katherine Hunsberger,
Kim Mendels, Gretchen Monroe,
Taylor VanAllsburg.
LIFT Elementary Program:
Leaders: Kelley Pasatta, Bethany Bulthuis,
Nancy Gebben, Katherine Hunsberger,
Joyce Mott, Pastor Kent & Joyce Fry.
Music: Kate Bolt.

Vacation Bible School 2018
Join Us This Summer

We Need You

Children aged 4 through the 5th
grade are invited on a “white water
rafting” adventure to experience the
ride of a lifetime with God. Along the
river, children will discover that life
with God is an adventure full of wonder and surprise and that they can
trust God to be with them through
anything. Don’t miss the fun.

We will need many adults and teens
to serve at “Rolling River Rampage”
VBS this summer. There will be opportunities to serve during VBS week
and before. Prayerfully consider how
you might like to serve and look for
more information on how to sign up
starting in May for this adventure.

Plan now to serve!

Plan now to join us!

July 30– August 2; 6:00– 8:15 p.m.
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cline at least in the west, unless we are
in relationship with people and we
“I would just love to know of one church
speak up and say a word on behalf of
person who would actually tell someone
Jesus. To be sure, we need to be good
about Jesus!” Virgil’s point is that most
examples. To be sure we need to listen.
Christian people, particularly of the
To be sure we need to respect and be
mainline church variety, are deathly
tolerant. But at some point, we must
afraid of being too “pushy.” Our probspeak and give witness.
lem is that we don’t tell anybody about
Jesus. Our problem is a rather passive
We are Easter people. Not only that we
posture when it comes to Easter.
want to know Christ and be with him in
worship, prayer, in fellowship with other
Behind the charge that Christians have
believers, but we are Easter people in
been too pushy or preachy or arguing
the sense that we are Easter witnesses.
people into the kingdom is the assumpTo make Christ known is part of the purtion that most people already know
pose statement of our church. And I tell
what the Christian faith is all about.
you outside the church there are people
Christianity, so this line of reasoning
who are literally dying to get the good
goes, is rather synonymous with being a
news of Easter.
thinking, caring, and sensitive person.
The good news of Jesus is not something
that is innate or common sense or rather reasonable, awaiting discovery
within you and then expression by
you….
You have a person who has received a
The death and resurrection of Jesus
very bleak diagnosis and probably does
Christ is not something that comes from not have many more months to live.
the sky opening up and then is a univer- She lives alone. Sure there will be more
sal truth accessible to everyone through tests and maybe the medical people can
their own religious intuitions. The death patch things together, at least for
and resurrection of Jesus is an event,
awhile. But now is the time for her to
and that is why the church, the followhear that there is hope beyond the next
ers of Jesus beginning with the apostles medical tests...another treatment opand then every subsequent generation tion. She needs to hear the good news,
of disciples has to speak up and speak
“Blessed be the God and Father of our
out and tell the good news of Jesus
Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he
Christ crucified and risen.
has given us a new birth into a living
hope through the resurrection of Jesus
“You are my witnesses!” is the great
Christ from the dead.” (I Peter 1)
commissioning in Luke’s account of the
resurrection. Easter and public witness Maybe there is a person in our commujust go together. There is no way that
nity who is struggling because of his or
the world can know the truth about God her race. Pastor Angel Lopez tells me
in Jesus unless his disciples speak up and that often people from Mexico feel
speak out. There is no way that the
beaten down as immigrants and not
church can grow and deal with its deworth anything. And certainly that mes-

sage is coming across the airwaves and
maybe even from citizens in Holland.
But we are Christians and we believe
that every person is a child of God and
Jesus died and rose for the entire world.
Now is the time to share that Jesus
Christ died and rose for that person as
well as for each of us.
One of our young moms in the church
said to me recently I tell my friends who
are so certain the church is a bunch of
hypocrites or bunch a bigoted people,
we have this housing ministry; we have
settled a Pakistani refugee family; we
are doing Kids Hope; we have these
great community ministries with kids
and youth; this is just the community
that can help you celebrate the way and
the life of Jesus. Not bad as far as a witness.
I would guess that all of us are here because someone or a number of people
had the courage to tell us about Jesus
Christ.
We are living in a time when an evangelical or a religious person is being turned
into someone who is legalistic, a hypocrite, or just another power political
block who is trying to get legislators to
do this or that and pass certain laws.
What would happen if we Christians
turned to the simple aspect of being
disciples: “You are my witnesses!” We
tell another about the good news of Jesus Christ who died on a cross and was
risen from the dead. Somebody has got
to love people enough to tell them the
news—Christ is risen!
“You are my witnesses,” says the risen
Lord. There are people out there, and
sometimes people in here, who are dying to get the good news. Amen.
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Living Green
By Mark Faga
As I sit at the computer ready to write
the next installment of “Living Green”
I'm aware of the sun shining through
the windows here in the office of our
beloved church. Though it is still cold
today (wind chills in the 30's) the future outlook is promising with highs
nearing 70 and lots more sunshine. So
get ready, if you haven't already, to
get outside and enjoy Michigan. Walk
or ride your bike, do some gardening
and get ready to enjoy the beach because here comes summer!
So did you all do something special for
Earth Day 2018? That's right, April
22nd was Earth Day. Did you help
clean a park or plant a tree? Maybe
you got your plans ready for your own
garden or made the conscious choice
to be better this year by giving up plastic wherever you can. But if this newsletter article is a reminder, just remember that you can celebrate Earth
Day any and every day of the year.

tions of empty pill bottles that can be
sent to places where medical supplies
One of those ways to celebrate Earth
are needed or are shredded and recyDay is to recycle your broken and old
cled. If you read on in the article it
electronics. On Saturday, May 19th
goes on to say that "many times, the
Holland Board of Works customers
pills people receive in developing
(bring a copy of your HBPW bill and
countries are wrapped in paper
your license) can drop off old appliancscraps. They have no protection from
es and electronic at their service cenmoisture or the elements and they are
ter at 625 Hastings Ave. For more incertainly not safely out of the reach of
formation on rebates and what you
children." So save up those pill bottles
can bring pick up a flier at the Wel(make sure you take the labels off) and
come Center or call Mark Faga in the
send them to:
church office.
Matthew 25 Ministries
Have you ever wondered what you
11060 Kenwood Road
can do with old prescription bottles?
Cincinnati, OH 45242
I certainly have. And to be honest,
much to my wife's dismay, I have
It's just that easy to make a difference.
been collecting all of our used and
And why Matthew 25? The article didempty bottles for a possible
n't say but if you're not familiar with
craft. That is until I ran across an arti- Matthew 25 begin reading at verse 31
cle from Earth911 that informed me of and it will all make sense.
a group in Cincinnati that is trying to
keep all plastic prescription bottles out
of the land fill. This group is called
Matthew 25: Ministries
(http://m25m.org)They accept dona-

“You must not lose faith in humanity. Humanity is an ocean; if a few drops of the
ocean are dirty, the ocean does not become dirty.”
—Mahatma Gandhi
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2018 Program Update
By Beverley Rannow, Kids Hope Director

Our third program year is quickly comWe began mentoring the first
ing to a close with just a couple more
week
of October and will go to the
weeks to go when you read this. This
year we have worked on the quality of Friday before Memorial Day Weekend.
the programming we are offering our
Kids Hope students as well as staying
We put on a Fun Day for stustrong numbers wise.
dents and their mentors in December
and added a pizza supper inviting their
families to join us for the pizza. This
We have continued to mentor
was a hit as it was well attended by
16 students this past year, which
means we have 16 active mentors and our student’s families.

With help from Angel and
Janelle, we continued to communicate
with Hispanic families in Spanish.
May 1 we will serve breakfast
for the 3rd year to the Vanderbilt
teachers to show our appreciation of
them.

May 24 we will celebrate our
mentor and students’ success at our
We also added Bowling @ BAM! End of the Year Celebration!
this year to help mentors and students
deepen their relationship.
Three of the 16 students are
This year we have increased to 8
middle school students as we continue
the number of students we will be
our involvement with the Kids Hope
We invited students to partici- sending to Camp Geneva this summer.
Next program.
pate in LIFT, the Easter Egg and Holy
Treasure Hunt, and Vacation Bible
We also have 4 active substitute School and had several students
mentors and a couple of people who attend one or more of these events.
specifically pray for the program as a
whole.
prayer partners who support these
students.
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Thank You
To Our Third Church Family,

be thankful for her life and faith she
shared with us.

this time, I thank you from the bottom
of my heart. To Kent & Kama with
Thank you for the prayers, cards, and
their reassuring words, from Psalms of
expressions of sympathy after the
Barb & Carl Folkert
course, to my family, especially Stacy
death of Carol’s mother. We greatly
How blest we were by prayers, cards, & Raechel who walked with me
appreciate your warmth and support.
through dark days, And the cards,
and calls received during my recent
Don & Carol Triezenberg
hospitalization. It is a joy and privilege each day was brightened by a note of
encouragement and cheer, so imto be part of such a caring congregaDear Friends in Christ Jesus,
portant to someone healing. I spent
tion!
Easter morning watching the sun rise
Thank you for remembering us with
With gratitude,
over the medical building across the
your expressions of compassion and
MaryAlice Ritsema
street, but it was no less meaningful
sympathy as we suffered the loss of
yet another close family member.
“The Lord is the one who goes ahead than if I were in pew #4. The celebraRichard’s life was much to celebrate, of you; He will be with you. he will not tion of His resurrection finds us wherhis loss much to grieve.
fail nor forsake you. Do not fear or be ever we are. Blessings to all.
dismayed.” Deuteronomy 31:8
Carol Segrist
Your acts and words of kindness delivered reminders of our Lord’s mercy.
Do you ever say, "I'll pray for you" to
Thank you for all the expressions of
someone....then don't? or...do you?? I
sympathy and caring in the death of
With deep gratitude,
believe there were many whose praymy sister, Mildred. I appreciate it very
Paula & Gayle Wilson
ers I felt after recent knee replacemuch.
ment followed by complications. I felt
Thank you TRC family for your kind
Esther DePree
enclosed in a cloud of protection
words and expressions of sympathy
when I couldn't utter words to God. To
upon the death of Mom (Mary Lou
all of you who prayed for me during
Koop). We miss her, but continue to
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CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
Birthdays/Anniversaries
(birthdays 80 years plus/anniversaries 50 years plus)

Walter & Ruby Thome
Bob & Jan Benningfield

May 15
May 16

63 years
65 years

Sympathy to
A.E. Lacy in the death of his wife, Nancy, on March 6.
Barb & Carl Folkert in the death of Barb’s mother, Mary Lou Koop, on
March 10.
Jim & Nyla Hensley in the death of Jim’s brother, George Hensley, Sr. on
March 11 in St. Louis, MO.
family and friends of Betty Marple who died on January 16.
Esther De Pree in the death of her sister, Mildred Vander Beek, on April
11.
Cathy & Jim Vander Meer in the death of Cathy’s mother, Martha Hall, on
April 14 in Kalamazoo, MI.
Ruth McDonald in the death of her husband, Bob, on April 19.
Lubna Younas in the death of her mother in Pakistan the week of April 16.
Mary & Bob Van Voorst in the death of Mary’s father, Jim Bos, on April 22
in Grand Rapids.

Address/Phone Changes
John & Eileen Nordstrom, 5 E. 8th St.
Tom Lokers-298-1623/Deb Lokers-990-1695

Pray for
Libby Boven
John Nordstrom
Isabelle Hanse
Bea Rozeboom
Revelle Rayne
MaryAlice Ritsema
Julie Charlton
Jan Benningfield
Carol Segrist
Tom Norman
Deb Lokers
Cynthia Baine-DeMaagd
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