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Pastor’s Column 

By Pastor Kent Fry 

We are about to enter one of the most significant spiritual 

formation times of the Christian Year, the Season of Lent 

which leads to Holy Week and Jesus’ death on the cross and 

resurrection from the dead.  We are following the lectionary 

passages keyed to Feasting on the Word, our educational 

curriculum.  The passage each week is highlighted with an 

asterisk.  (see page 4) 

While utilizing the lectionary, the Lenten small groups will 

be reading and discussing Dr. Philip Kenneson’s book, Life 

on the Vine, Cultivating the Fruit of the Spirit in the Chris-

tian Life.  Dr. Kenneson from Milligan College was the guest 

preacher on Sunday, February 16, in order to help us make 

preparations for Lent.  If you are not aware of the phrase, 

“the Fruit of the Spirit” in the Bible, it is listed by the Apos-

tle Paul in Galatians chapter 5:  “Love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-

control.” Our intention will be to also make the Fruit of the 

Spirit part of our Sunday morning worship through the 

Grateful Living section of the liturgy.  And there is a new 

hymn that we don’t know very well that we can learn:  #238 

Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness. 

While our Lenten immersion journey is certainly something 

that does pertain to us as individual Christians, what really 

struck me when reading Philip Kenneson on the Fruit of the 

Spirit in the first chapter and introduction to the book is 

that the Fruit of the Spirit is  (continued on page 5)         
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Town Hall Meetings 
Representatives of Consistory will be having “town hall” meetings on 
March 1, April 5, and May 3. We encourage everyone in the congrega-
tion to come to share your views with Consistory and dialogue about 
our present and our future. 

Upcoming Events at Third 
Thursday, April 9   Maundy Thursday Service  7:00 p.m. 

Saturday, April 11   Easter Egg/Holy Treasure Hunt  11:00 a.m. 

Sunday, April 12      Easter Brunch     9:45 a.m. 

Sunday, April 12      Easter Services     8:30 & 11:00 a.m.   

Disability Con-
cerns 
By Phil Coray, advocate 

At the January “Town Hall” meeting, 

the suggestion was made and dis-

cussed that a regular article/column 

discussing Disability Concerns be in-

cluded in the TRC newsletter. I hope 

this will contribute to the discussion. 

The Inclusion Handbook has the subti-

tle “Everybody Belongs, Everybody 

Serves”. As Third Reformed Disability 

Advocate I hope that as a hospitable 

and healthy church we can all work to 

“end isolation and disconnectedness 

of persons with disabilities and their 

families, nurture the spiritual lives of 

people with disabilities so that they 

become professing and active mem-

bers and encourage the gifts of people 

with disabilities so that they can serve 

God fully” (Inclusion Handbook p.6). 

Part of the foundation for this thought 

is found in I Corinthians 12: 12, 22, 

“The body is a unit, though it is made 

up of many parts; and though its parts 

are many, they form one body. So, it is 

with Christ…those parts of the body 

that seem to be weaker are indispen-

sable”.  

One of the first characteristics visitors 

notice when attending Third Reformed 

is that all people are accepted, belong 

and can serve.  It encourage us all to 

continue to learn about disabilities 

and people with disabilities by reading 

and forming relationships with them 

and their families and friends.  With 

patience, love and trust we may im-

prove relationships with each other in 

the church and in the community at 

large.  

Please add your voices and your in-

volvement to these efforts. You can 

learn about how other people and 

congregations have responded in 

these efforts by your reading the Disa-

bility Concerns quarterly newsletter 

Breaking Barriers, located near the 

display cases across the hall from the 

Welcome Table. For anyone interest-

ed in seeing earlier issues please ask.  

 

New Members 

Breakfast 

Sunday, April 19 

9:45 a.m. 

Office conference room 

Pastor Kent invites all who have 

been visiting with us in worship 

to a get acquainted breakfast. 
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The God Who Sees 

A Book Study on Immigrants, the Bi-

ble, and the Journey to Belong 

By Karen Gonzales 

led by Pastor Kent and a team of lead-

ers 

We continue to meet in the Centennial 

Room on the Lower Level, beginning in 

January. As we prepare for summer 

mission trips to the border of Mexico 

and the trip led by Joel Schoon Tanis to 

the Middle East, this is a good time to 

invite all members of our congregation 

to see the world through the eyes of 

immigrants and refugees. We know 

that our nation is grappling with this 

issue.  And there is certainly a place for 

definable borders, safety and security, 

and yet the scriptures and the Chris-

tian tradition also have much to say 

about those who are forced to flee 

their homes.  Even the holy family in 

the early pages of the New Testament 

were forced to flee to Egypt.  Karen 

Gonzales, herself an immigrant, shares 

the gripping story of her own migra-

tion in this book. 

Chapel Class 

March 1 

Cyberbullying 

Rick Frens 

As the principal of Hamilton Middle 

School, Rick is aware of the effects of 

cyber bullying. He will discuss how 

cyber bullying manifests, and how 

adults can help students navigate the 

rocky technology terrain they face.  

Rick is a member of Third Church. 

 

March 8—Retreat Weekend 

No Education classes 

March 15 

“Microaggressions” 

Alan Headbloom 

Microaggressions are behaviors and 

words by mostly well-intended people 

who do not know they are offending 

others from non-dominant groups (like 

people of color, women, LGBTQ folks, 

people with disabilities, older workers, 

and others). Alan will talk about the 

cumulative effects of microaggressions 

and how to guard against them to cre-

ate a respectful environment for all. 

Alan is a coach for effective cross-

cultural communication in the work-

place. 

March 22 

Giving Away Power 

Steve Orlow 

During this hour we, as a group, will 

explore to what degree the virtuous 

Christian life can be summarized by 

the act of giving away power.  

March 29, April 5 

“Church Governance 101” 

Dan Griswold 

Holland’s Classis Coordinator, Dan 

Griswold, will spend two weeks with 

us, first clarifying the governance and 

structure of our denomination. The 

next week he will offer a preview of 

decisions that our General Synod dele-

gates will face in June 2020. 

Adult Education 
 

Adult Education classes begin at 9:45 a.m. 

A Friendly Face Is the Best Welcome to a New Place 
To all who are volunteers at the Welcome Center, many sincere thanks. We would like to get your input on how things 

are going at the Welcome Center. So, put Sunday, March 29, 2020, on your calendar and join us for brunch after the 

second service, 12:15 p.m., in the Fellowship Hall. We would also like to extend this invitation to any members who 

would like to join us in welcoming visitors to TRC, with a friendly face. Please RSVP to Loretta Sue Krieger at 

deklskb@gmail.com , Lucille Schroeder (616) 396-7048, or Ella Weymon (616) 510-0804. 

mailto:deklskb@gmail.com
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Youth News 
By Hunter Brumels 

Youth programming for the spring se-

mester is in full swing! With two 

months of the year 2020 under our 

belts, we continue to look forward to 

upcoming events and warmer weath-

er! Both middle and high school youth 

groups are continuing to spend time 

learning about God and growing in 

community with one another.  

 

As we look towards future 

events, we are excited for 

the All-Church Retreat on 

March and 6-8, Youth and 

Children Bake sale on 

March 22, the Easter Break-

fast Fundraiser (on Easter 

Sunday), and various other 

events such as, trips to 

Hope College’s Gathering 

and game nights. Please keep an eye 

out for upcoming communications 

about all future events. Thank you for 

your support and prayers, as the 

youth of Third Church continue to 

meet 

Lent Series for 2020 
“Lenten Immersion Journey” 
 
Our lives can often become absorbed in day to day experiences.  We focus on the color of our house, or the size of our 

bank account, or in some cases just having enough bread on the table.  We too easily forget our Maker and Redeemer.  

In the wisdom of the church, Lent is a season of forty days in which we can make a journey back to God, back to basics, 

back to spiritual realities of life.  It calls us into a journey from the death of sin to life, from making the self the center of 

the universe to God as the center of our lives and our world.  The journey of Lent is an immersion for forty days that is 

intense, but ultimately our Lenten journey will lighten our burdens because we will enter into the resurrection joy of 

Easter and new beginnings.  Following the lectionary with a selected text keyed to Feasting on the Word, we are invited 

into a Lent Immersion Journey. 

                     Key Word(s) 

First Sunday of Lent  *Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7; Matthew 4:1-11    Assessment 

March 1     “We Have a Problem” 

Second Sunday of Lent  Genesis 12:1-4; *John 3:1-17       Reset 

March 8     “Spiritual Rebirth” 

Third Sunday of Lent  Exodus 17:1-7; *John 4:5-42        Hydrate 

March 15     “Living Water for the Journey” 

Fourth Sunday of Lent  *I Samuel 16:1-13; John 9:1-41       Redefined 

March 22     “More than We Appear” 

Fifth Sunday of Lent  *Ezekiel 37:1-14; John 11:1-45       Dead-End 
March 29     “Valley of Dry Bones” 
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more corporate than individual.  

Kenneson writes, “If the church is 

to be the community God desires 

it to be, then it will have to reflect 

the character and mission of the 

God it worships.  I understand 

these nine virtues to be the fruit 

that this community bears when 

the Spirit is allowed to work in our 

lives together to reflect the char-

acter and the mission of God.  In 

short, these virtues embody what 

corporate life in the coming king-

dom will entail.” 

During adult education with Dr. 

Kenneson we explored what corpo-

rate development of the Fruit of 

the Spirit might look like for a local 

congregation: 

It might mean in highly polarized 

times, that a congregation of differ-

ent political views lives together in 

community and mission not allow-

ing either the right or the left to co-

opt the Christian community.  Dr. 

Kenneson relates that throughout 

the United States people are mov-

ing to certain geographical areas to 

be with their own cultural and po-

litical tribe.  We know that people 

use media and cable TV to rein-

force their politics.  What would 

happen if we truly could live as a 

community that bridges politics?  

Dr. Kenneson relates that would be 

a real witness in the Holland com-

munity. 

What would happen when we have 

disagreements in the body of 

Christ, which we will surely have, 

and we solve them not with power 

politics or outvoting the other, but 

in a spirit of understanding and re-

spect of the other?  We have had 

some times on consistory this past 

year where that has actually hap-

pened. 

What would happen if our church re-

flected more of the diversity of our 

neighborhood around the church? 

That is happening to a certain degree 

in some aspects of our congregation.  

How could that be a witness to the 

glory of God in the community of Hol-

land? 

What would happen if we did not cast 

aside the heritage and traditions of 

our congregation and the contribution 

of the senior members of our congre-

gation who have been faithful for 

many years?  And at the same time 

what would happen if we incorporate 

and assimilate newer members of the 

congregation?  How would that corpo-

rately be the development of the Fruit 

of the Spirit:  love, joy, peace, pa-

tience, etc.? 

Dr. Kenneson shared with me privately 

that his research indicates that young-

er people see the church as not really 

necessary to be a believer in God and 

follower of Jesus.  But of course the 

entire society fails to realize that the 

culture has a way of ensnaring us into 

selfish individualism, consumerism, 

hedonism.  What is needed today, Dr. 

Kenneson relates, is Jesus communi-

ties that are practicing the Fruit of the 

Spirit so that God’s identity is re-

vealed. 

 

Lent Book Discussion 

Begins Sunday, March 1 

6:00 p.m. 
 

Groups will be studying the book “Life on the Vine” by Philip Kenneson. 

If you have not signed up contact Pastor Kent Fry at kent.fry@trcholland.org 

 

Alternate times and places: Sundays 6:00 p.m. at Freedom Village or 

Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. in a member’s home. 
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Living Green 
By Mark Faga 

I look outside and laugh to myself as I 

wonder when this snow will stop.  I 

laugh because we haven't had much of 

a winter and though today is the 

"coldest" day of the season it's still a 

balmy 17 degrees.  So why do I men-

tion snow at all?  Simply because in 

Michigan it might snow into May, you 

just never know.  So let's remind our-

selves to be kind to ourselves so we 

can enjoy each and every time we 

have to go outside into the harsh win-

ter weather and clean off the driveway 

and walks.  We can do this by: 

1- knowing our ability: none of us is 

getting any younger so just be smart 

2- know your snow: your body is much 

better at handling lighter more repeti-

tive loads, versus heavy less repetitive 

ones 

3- pushing snow is much easier than 

lifting and throwing 

4- know your surfaces: watch for the 

unsmooth ones 

5- wear good footwear: ice is not your 

friend 

6- don't let it freeze: my personal fa-

vorite...getting it before it's walked on 

or driven on is your best choice 

7- avoid heavy shovels: remember that 

10 lbs. of snow and a 4ft shovel is 40 

lbs. of stress on your lower back, neck 

and shoulders 

8- snow blowers:  in Living Green, not 

the best option but for the amount of 

snow on the ground and the amount 

of area to be cleaned this is the best 

way to go. 

Question for the dinner table or night-

ly devotions..... 

Read Psalm 104:14-25. How might we 

think more about relating to our envi-

ronment in ways similar to how the 

Psalmist describes God's relationship 

to it? 

And how about a rubber band hack or 

two? 

1- Wrap a band around old broom 

bristles to bring that broom back to 

life 

2- use one to remove stripped screws 

Look for more rubber band hacks in 

the next issue. 

#10 in the list of 15 things you should 

never buy again from our friends at 

Green America. 

- pesticides and herbicides used at 

home.  I will let you decide for yourself 

on this one but they recommend using 

organic pest controllers such as diato-

maceous earth or avoiding them alto-

gether by planting native plants and 

practicing integrated pest manage-

ment.  Whatever your fancy just keep 

in mind that anything we put on the 

soil ends up in our groundwater. 

Finally, I know that I mentioned in our 

last issue to look forward to this issue 

for homemade cleaners.  I am not an 

expert at this so I have enlisted the 

help from someone who doesn't claim 

to be an expert but makes and uses 

her own products.  So, come back 

again next month for a special guest 

portion to Living Green and we'll go 

from informational to educational. 

And remember to love God by not on-

ly loving your neighbor but the crea-

tion he gave us to tend. 

“There is something infinitely healing in the repeated refrains of nature —  
the assurance that dawn comes after night, and spring after winter.” 
    —Rachel Carson  



3rd Generation March | A Publication of Third Reformed Church | 7 

 

 

Children’s Ministries 

 

 

“Our Stars Will Shine” 
Our  Annual LIFT 

TALENT AND HOBBY SHOW 
March 4, 2020 
6:45 - 7:30 p.m. 

 

All children aged 4 - 5th Grade are invited to 

share their “talents” or “hobbies”. Do you 

like to sing? Love to dance?     

Play an instrument?   

Paint pictures?  Write stories?   

Recite poetry? Construct legos?   

Perform magic?  Decorate cakes?   
 

If you do, or if you have another  

talent you would like to share, then sign up 

to be in our annual LIFT  

Talent and Hobby Show. 
 

SIGN UP TODAY  

AND BE A STAR!  

March—Coming Attractions 

 LIFT Special Events 
 

         March 4 
 

Talent & Hobby 
Show 

Everyone invited 
 

   March 11 
 

 Spring Service Project 
Singing & Bringing Gifts to  

Warm Friend Residents 
 

 
March 25 

 

Family Celebration:  Pizza Supper 
Kite Decorating  

Kite Flying Adventure at Kollen Park 

2020 All Church  
Intergenerational Retreat 

March 6-8 
Camp Geneva, Holland, MI 

This event is a wonderful chance for families 
and children to connect and enjoy fun, faith and 
fellowship together.  Lots of kid friendly activi-
ties throughout the weekend. 

 

(And no cooking or dishes for the grown-ups!) 
 

Won’t you join us?  Sign up today! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Baked Goods “Give-Away” 
Sunday, March 22nd  

 

To support mission projects chosen 
by our Children and Youth. 

 

More information about the projects 

will be coming soon! 
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¡Feliz 
Cumplean os 
(Happy  
Birthday),  
El Encuentro!  

 
In March, “El Encuentro” will mark 

a full year of gathering for worship 

in Spanish! Since March of 2019, 

we have met weekly in the Youth 

Center at 1:00 for worship, listen-

ing to God’s Word, and spending 

time praying for one anoth-

er. We’ve come to call our time 

together “El Encuentro”, which 

means ‘the meet-up/gathering/

encounter.’ We come together to 

meet with Christ, and be found in 

Christ; we also come to gather as 

Christ’s people called to share life 

together. Over 12 months, we have 

met many visitors, and a faithful 

core group of regular attenders has 

emerged, some of whom will be 

welcomed as new TRC members 

in Spring 2020!  

We wish to express immense 

thankfulness to God for his faithful-

ness in gathering and guiding us 

over the last year! We have been 

blessed to welcome new friends to 

our circle of relationships, walk to-

gether in tears, laughter, parenting, 

immigration issues, and especially, 

holding each other up through 

prayer. We have felt the hand of 

God at work through new jobs, 

new homes, medical care, death, 

and new chapters in life.   

We also want to share our grati-

tude to the church family at Third 

Reformed for the ways that you 

have supported this ministry, and 

for continuing to consider new ave-

nues for growth and mutual flour-

ishing. Thank you to those of you 

who have come to visit, worship or 

share meals with El Encuentro, 

whether occasionally or regularly!  

We have been blessed by your 

special offerings of support, and 

growing friendships between Anglo 

and Latino brothers and sisters 

through L.I.F.T. dinners and Bible 

studies, and Sunday afternoons. If 

you are curious about connecting 

in new ways, we encourage you to 

reach out and/or drop by, and dive 

in with us in  these meaningful 

“encuentros”.  

We are eager to see what God has 

in store in 2020! Will you pray 

with us for God’s leading and 

growing of those he calls to find 

Christ and belonging through 

our church? Muchisimas gracias.  

En Cristo,  

Pastor Angel and Pastora Janelle  

El Encuentro 
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Dear Third Reformed Church, 

Thank you for your kindness extended 

toward our family. We appreciated the 

pastors and congregation during this 

difficult time. it is comforting to know 

how much Dad and Mom are loved by 

you. 

In Christ’s Love, 

a grateful, Walt & Laurie Seidelman 

Thank you to the church knitters for 

your thoughtfulness and for the love 

woven into the warm shawl. Didn’t 

think I needed one, but now I can’t 

watch the late news without it. 

Duane Booi 

Thank You  

Pray for 
Win Kooiker 

Mary Boersen 

Ken Koning 

Carol Segrist 

Gordon Smith 

Brad Warren 

Sally Versendaal 

 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 
Birthdays/Anniversaries 
(birthdays 80 years plus/anniversaries 50 years plus) 

Carol Seidelman   March 1    96 years 

Bill & Sarah Unzicker  March 9    57 years 

Sympathy to 
Margaret & Harvey Doorenbos in the death of Margaret’s sister, Mary Jo, on February 14 in New York. 

Connor Heidenreich and Claudia Heidenreich in the death of their step-mother, Mandy Heidenreich. 

Bill & Sarah Unzicker in the death of Bill’s brother, Jim, on February 24 in Indiana. 
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Third Reformed Church 
111 West 13th Street 
Holland, MI 49423   
616-392-1459  
CareLine: 393-5574 
www.trcholland.org 
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