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Upcoming Special Events
March 4: Choir singing “St. John Passion” at
St. Adelbert’s Cathedral in Grand Rapids at
3:00 p.m.
March 11: Hope College Chapel Choir at Third
Church at 6:00 p.m.
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at 11:00 a.m.
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“Why the Psalms?”
Pastor Kent Fry
An obvious answer is that this is the 150th Anniversary of Third Reformed Church and the Psalms contain 150 prayers, so this makes an
obvious reason for picking the Prayer book of the Bible to use during
the Season of Lent.
But there is much more than the correlation between the number of
psalms and the church anniversary. Lent is a season to deepen our relationship with God. And the Psalms have been used through Christian
history to deepen one’s walk with God. And yet we will not find an easy
or cheap Christianity in the Psalms. As we read through the entire
book, we will find many laments; in fact the book contains more
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Worship Themes for Sunday
Morning Worship
150
The Psalms for Lent
Ashes, Tears, and Trumpets

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Easter Breakfast
You are warmly invited to the Annual Breakfast on Sunday, April 1,
at 9:45 a.m., hosted by TRC Youth Ministries. Middle School and
High School Youth will serve a continental breakfast. There is no
cost at the door, but donations are welcomed and all proceeds will
benefit the TRC Youth Program.

Upcoming Events at Third
Sunday, March 4 Choir performs St. John’s Passion at St. Adalbert’s in Grand Rapids 3:00 p.m.
Sunday, March 11 Hope College Chapel Choir Concert 6:00 p.m.
Friday, March 16 All Church Retreat at Camp Geneva begins
Sunday, March 18 One Service at 11:00 a.m.
Thursday, March 29 Maundy Thursday Service 7:00 p.m.
Friday, March 30 Good Friday Service 12:10 p.m.
Saturday, March 31 Easter Egg Hunt 11:00 a.m.
Thursday, April 26 Young Hearts Luncheon 12:00 p.m.
Saturday/Sunday April 28 & 29 Crop Walk
Thursday, May 24 Young Hearts Luncheon 12:00 p.m.
Sunday, May 27 Summer services begin one service at 10:00 a.m.

Nicholas Wolsterstorff, some years ago
at Calvin College, presented the idea of
the psalms as Trumpets, Ashes, and
Tears. I am proposing that we turn that
around and move from the darkness
and cold of winter to spring and thus
Ashes, Tears, and Trumpets. We will
begin with sin but move toward the celebration of Easter.
This is also our 150th Anniversary, and
the psalms have 150 psalms. Often this
has been called the prayer book of the
Bible. We will also include a guide
through the psalms for morning, midday, and night so that the congregation
can pray all of the psalms of the Bible.
150 ashes, tears, and trumpets for Lent
and then Easter to celebrate 150 years
of Third Reformed Church. Guides for
reading the Psalms are available in the
Gathering Place or on the web site under discipleship and then click on devotions.
Third Sunday of Lent, Sunday, March 4
“How to Know God”
*Psalm 19; Exodus 20:1-17; John 2:1322
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper
Fourth Sunday of Lent, Sunday, March
11
“Rescue Religion”
*Psalm 107:1-3; 17-22; Numbers 21:4-9;
John 3:14-21

(continued on page 3)
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Adult Education
Adult Education classes begin at 9:40 a.m.
Bible Study, led by Amanda Dykhouse,
meets each week in room 22 on the
lower level. This semester the study is
focused on Job.

provoking depiction of a complex contemporary scene. As the author fills in
his canvas, he cites a wide variety of
sources: magisterial documents and
Church Fathers (especially Augustine),
Adult Spiritual Formation Class will
historical figures, contemporary ethimeet each Sunday morning in the Cencists and social scientists, and even
tennial Room on the lower level. This
poets.
class is participatory, experiential and
rooted in scripture as we talk about
March 18
ways we practically live out our faith
NO EDUCATION CLASSES
in Christ.
March 25
Chapel Class
“Radical for Peace: Life of A.J. Muste”
March 4
Kathleen Verduin
“Oaxaca Mission Trip Report”
April 1
March 11
NO EDUCATION CLASSES
“Strangers in a Strange Land”
April 8
Greg Dykhouse
“Learning from a Student”
Greg will offer a book review of
This class will welcome a current
Strangers in a Strange Land: Living the
Western Seminary student who will
Catholic Faith in a Post-Christian
lead a Bible study.
World. This book is a thought-

April 15, 22
“Third Church in the City”
Panel Discussion
Members of our congregation are invested in many aspects of community
service and leadership. Each week a
panel of parishoners will share information on what’s happening in Holland.

(continued from page 2)

“The Road to Emmaus & Easter Evening”
8:30 a.m. Communion

Fifth Sunday of Lent, Sunday, March
18
“Reminded of Unpleasant Things”
*Psalm 51; Jeremiah 31:31-34; John
12:20-33
Palm Sunday, Sunday, March 25
“Finding Christ in the Psalms”
*Psalm 31; Isaiah 50:4-9; Mark 15:139
Maundy Thursday, March 29
“When They Had Sung a

Hymn” (Mark 14:26)
Psalm 116: 1-2; 12-19
Easter Sunday, April 1
*Psalm 118:1-2; 14-24; John 20:1-18
“Christ the Victor”
“The stone which the builders rejected…”
Series for Easter: Easter People
Second Sunday of Easter April 8
John 20:19-31
“Jesus Appears to Thomas”
Third Sunday of Easter April 15
Luke 24:36b-48

April 29, May 6
“Pilmgrim’s Progress” and “Pilgrim’s
Regress”
Bob Palma
The class will consider spiritual pilgrimages as set forth in the allegorical
narratives of Bunyan and Lewis. These
pilgrimages will be compared with historical pilgrimages.

Fourth Sunday of Easter
April 22
John 10:11-18
“I Am the Good Shepherd”
Fifth Sunday of Easter
April 29
Acts 8:26-40
“How Can I Unless Someone Guides
Me?”
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Finance Report
By Jeff Beird, Treasurer
2018 has started off a bit slower than
last year in terms of our financial performance. Revenue was down a bit
over January last year and expenses
were up mainly due to outreach activity and expenses related to staffing and
our facilities.

I think it is worthwhile to note the improvement in the balance sheet over
last year. Balances in both the Operating and Reserve Accounts have increased significantly over this time last
year and our debt has been eliminated.

We will keep watching the numbers
closely and by the end of the first
quarter, we should have an early
glimpse of what our financial activity
might look like for 2018.

I’ve included some high-level numbers
below that I think are good indicators
Keep in mind that we are only one
With the help of our outside account- of our current financial position. If
month into the new financial year and ant, we hope to finalize our 2017 acyou would like additional information
comparisons at this point will not be
tivity by the end of March. This proor have any questions, please let me
that meaningful. January of 2017 had cess has already begun and if things go know.
one more Sunday than the same
as we hope, it will be fairly simple and
month in 2018 and that alone can dis- painless. I do expect some changes
tort the performance this early in the but at this point I am not anticipating
year.
anything significant.

Young Hearts Luncheon
Young Hearts next gathering will be on
April 26 at 12:00 noon. A few years
ago the Evergreen Commons reACTORS presented a program that was
well received so we have invited them
back with a new program.

focus on reading, not memorizing,
scripts using expressive voices, faces,
and gestures. Like storytelling, Readers’ Theatre can create images that
allow audiences’ imaginations to soar.
Words become magic!

The Commons reACTORS is a theatre
company comprised of “older active
adults” collectively interested in theatre arts who enjoy performing in a
Readers’ Theatre format. The actors

The actors provide audiences with a
rich and mostly humorous theatrical
experience. Scripts, skits and stories
come to life without a memorized

stage performance. They are currently
in their tenth season.
Price for lunch is $5.00. Please make
your reservations by calling the church
office, 392-1459, by Monday, April 23.
Bus transportation will be available
please indicate that you plan to ride
the bus when you call to make a reservation.
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Hope College Chapel Choir Coming to Third Church
During our 150-year history, Third Reformed Church (TRC) and Hope College have had many connections. A
number of our members serve or have
served as administrators, on staff and
as faculty. Many TRC members are
Hope graduates or are students now.
We have also been connected through
our financial support of the college,
through involvement in various programs/projects such as Hope College
Village Square, cake baking, and entertaining students, to name but a few.

under the direction of Dr. Robert W.
Cavanaugh. Following his tenure,
Third’s minister of music, Roger
Rietberg, directed Hope’s Chapel
Choir for many years and carried on
the tradition. Several TRC members
have wonderful memories of singing
in Hope’s choir.

some years. On March 11 at 6:00 p.m.
they will present their preview concert
Years ago when the choir came to sing
for their May term trip to South Africa.
they would render only two or three
It will be a special evening of songs
songs at evening worship. In a 1943
under the direction of Professor Brad
service they sang three spirituals,
Richmond. This event is another TRC
Swing Low Sweet Chariot, Deep River,
150th anniversary celebration. A reFrom a 1954 TRC church bulletin in
and Were You There? A 1953 bulletin
ception will follow the concert in the
our archives one finds the following:
reveals that, before going on an eastGathering Place. Please join us!
Year by year the members of Third
ern tour, they sang at Third the familChurch look forward to the occasion
iar God So Loved the World. In 1954
when one of the musical organizations when they came, Let All Mortal Flesh
of the college shares our evening ser- Keep Silence and Thompson’s Alleluia
vice. In the 1940’s and 50’s Third
were among the anthems sung.
Church had regular Sunday evening
We are delighted that TRC is conworship services. The Hope College
necting with Hope’s choir again after
Choir came to sing from time to time

Daylight Savings
Time begins
Sunday, March 11.
Be sure to turn your
clocks ahead one hour.
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES

Easter Egg & Holy Treasure Hunt
Saturday, March 31
11:00 a.m.
For Children aged 2 through the
Third Grade
Come celebrate the true meaning of
Holy Week and Easter.
The children will hear the story of Holy
Week and will look for “Holy Treasures” relating to Jesus’ last week on earth, as well
as looking for Easter eggs. Additionally,
songs, crafts, refreshments take-home
gifts and fellowship will make this an event
you will not want to miss.

Invite your family and friends to
join with us as we celebrate the joy
of Easter as a Church and
Neighborhood community.

2018 All Church
Intergenerational Retreat
March 16-18
Camp Geneva
Holland, MI
This event is a wonderful chance for
families and children to connect and
enjoy fun, faith and fellowship together.
Lots of kid friendly activities
throughout the weekend
(And no cooking or dishes for the grown-ups!)

Won’t you join us? Sign up today!

“Our Stars Will Shine”
LIFT Talent and Hobby Show Night

Wednesday, March 7
6:45-7:30 p.m.
All children are encouraged to
participate in this special event.

Help is Needed for this Event
We will need help hiding eggs, serving refreshments, greeting our neighbors, and
bringing treats for our Easter Egg/Holy Treasure Hunt. If you can serve, please sign up in
the Gathering Place. Thank you!

Children can sing, play an instrument, do a
dance, show an art piece, display a craft, make
a cake, etc. Talk to your child
about what talent/hobby he
or she might like to share.
Permission forms to participate are on the table by the
west entrance. Sign up by
March 5.
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prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies.” This calls into
“downers” than uppers which then
question some of our stoic piety which
leads to contemporary worship planassumes that we can never be angry at
ners to basically ignore altogether the
God or at someone else. But as Ellen
laments and penitential psalms.
Davis suggests, it is ideas such as these
However, the Psalms do have an over- that lead us to pray far less often than
all plan in the way the book is put to- we might.
gether. There are five sections which
“The problem with all these notions of
parallels the first five books of the Old
prayer is that we cannot have an intiTestament. The majority of laments
mate relationship with someone to
come in the initial first half of the
whom we cannot speak honestly—that
prayer book and the Psalms move
is, someone to whom we cannot show
more toward praise, including the
our ugly side, or those large clay feet
psalms of ascent as Israel traveled up
of ours. We in this culture are all psyto the temple. The Psalms of commuchologically astute enough to know
nal and world praise tend to be gaththat honest, unguarded speaking is
ered at the very end of the book. Thus
essential to the health of family life or
our themes as we move from penitenclose friendship. But do we realize
tial Lent to the joy of Easter--“Ashes,
that the same thing applies to our reTears, and Trumpets.”
lationship with God?”
In our small groups and in corporate
The new hymnbook will also be a
worship we will discuss some of the
great resource for introducing the
imprecatory Psalms directed against
psalms either through the Dutch
one’s enemies. Christians today often
Psalmnody or making use of Taize or
find these prayers “un-Christian.”
Ionia or global music. And maybe our
Even the 23rd Psalm includes a prayer
singing is a way that we offer our prayfor deliverance from enemies: “You
ers back to God. Ellen Davis again as-

tutely observes, “All the rest of the
Bible represents God’s speaking to
us—directly, in the Prophets; or less
directly through the history of Israel,
or the gospel narratives, or the wise
sayings of Proverbs. Only the Psalms
are formulated as prayer, as the human words to God. Yet because they
are part of the Bible, we understand
them also as God’s word to us—or
better the Psalms are God’s word in
us.”
Another wonderful thought about the
value of the Psalms comes from Martin Luther. He argued that the rest of
the scriptures contained the works of
the saints that are difficult for us to
emulate. But the Psalter contains the
words of the saints and a practical
guide to holy living:
“The Psalter holds you to the communion of the saints and away from the
sects. For it teaches you in joy, fear,
hope, and sorrow to think and speak
as all the saints have thought and spoken.”

Crop Walk
By Marcia Forsman
Crop Walk has been a part of Third
Church for a long time. This year we
want to make it special, so we are asking that we have 150 participants!! Since we are privileged to
have 2 days to walk, I would like to
divide this large group in half so that
we can all walk together. Please de-

cide what day you would like to walk,
and then a departure time will be announced. I will have a sign-up sheet
for what day you have chosen so we
can have a good balance of walkers. The walks this year are on April
28 and 29.

You will hear more about this in the
days to come, so be sure to mark your
calendars and come join us to raise
money to support the hungry both
locally and internationally. Thank you!

8 | 3rd Generation March/April Newsletter | A Publication of Third Reformed Church

Living Green
By Mark Faga
As we have talked in the past plastic is
one of our global nightmares when it
comes to recycling. We tend to use it
for everything from packaging to storage to toys and beyond. And why
not? It's lightweight, fairly easy to
wash and just makes life easier. Right?

That brings us to a British supermarket
chain vowing to eliminate plastic packaging by 2023. You read that right,
2023. And if they can do it don't you
think the likes of Meijer, Family Fare,
SAM'S club etc. could follow. How can
this be done? Simply by exploring the
use of paper-based trays for deli items
and substituting a more sustainable
alternative for produce for starters. Read more about the research
being done in Iceland to achieve this
monumental task at https://
earth911.com/.

Unfortunately, plastic (as we've mentioned before) can only be recycled
usually once before it's too degraded
to use again. Companies around the
world are trying to come up with ways
to reuse and recycle plastics but there
Here you can also learn more about 5
comes a time when there is just too
traditions that are terrible for the envimuch. So then what?
ronment (and what you can do inIt's time to slow down on our usage of stead). Included in this article is the
price our earth is taking for mining
plastic. That's what. How do we do
that you ask? Great question. The first diamonds and what we should wear in
place of them.
answer is to not use it. Remember,
buy and store products in glass and
At this same site you can also read
aluminum. When that peaks, we need
about the 3 Myths of recycling......
to turn our attention to the businesses
who package the goods we buy.

1) Single-stream recycling is always a
bad idea
2) recycling plastic reduces waste
3) it isn't worth recycling
Number 3 happens to be my favorite
as it gives some astonishing facts on
what percentages of things should be
recycled that aren't but are ending up
in our landfills. Check it out!
Next month: 7 fast food chains going
green
Spring will soon be here and the itch
to get outside to walk and spend time
in gardens or landscaping will be in full
swing. So spend the next few weeks
thinning out your house. Take unused
clothing, furniture, sports equipment
and anything else taking up space to a
local second hand store. You'd be surprised what you can live without and
how you'll feel when you and your
surroundings become LESS CLUTTERED.
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Supporting the Ministry of TRC
By Dave Vanderwel, Assistant Treasurer

There are many ways in which the
congregation can financially support
the ministry that Third Reformed
Church carries out.
Supporting the annual budget








Gifts to a designated portion of
the budget—Some members like
to give to a specific portion of the
budget. Simply write the budget
area on the memo line of your
check.
Supporting the ministry of TRC beyond the budget

Weekly gifts through envelopes—
Envelopes are now available for
members to use throughout the

year for their giving.
EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer)
giving—Many members have
moved to electronic giving where
funds are transferred from their
account to the church’s account
on a weekly, monthly, or quarterly
basis. You set up how much and
when. See Dave Vanderwel for
information on setting up EFT giving.
Gifts of appreciated securities—
Given the stock market at record

highs, this is a good time to give
appreciated stock to the church;
you won’t have to pay capital
gains tax on the appreciation and
will get credit for the value of the

stock at the transfer price. The key
is not to sell your stock and give
cash but just transfer the stock to
Third. See Dave Vanderwel for
transfer instructions to give your
broker.

Gifts for special needs—Over the
past couple years, there have
been many special needs outside
of the budget which the congregation has supported (e.g., housing
ministry, immigrant advocacy, hurricane relief, refugee family, supporting Lubna and the Pakistani
mission). When you give to these
causes through TRC, your gifts are
recorded on your giving record
and included in your year-end receipt.
Gifts toward music program or
library—Some members will make
a special gift to enhance the music
program or library by designating
those causes on their check.
Gifts to youth development mission fund (which underwrites support for youth mission experiences)—this fund was broken off from
the Future Fund to provide moneys to reduce the cost to youth to
engage in outreach experiences.

Insuring the Future Ministry of TRC
through your Estate












Naming TRC as a beneficiary in
your will—Many members have
made a significant impact beyond
their lifetime by including TRC as
one of the beneficiaries in their
estate. Areas in which we have
received estate gifts include the
following:
Future Fund (endowment to underwrite future needs beyond the
budget)
Mission Memorial Fund
(endowment fund that helps fund
missionary shares)
Youth Development Mission Fund
(supporting youth mission experiences)
Facilities Maintenance Fund (to
cover future non-budgeted facility
expenses)
Naming TRC as a recipient of memorial gifts in lieu of flowers when
a loved one dies (can be designated toward a particular cause or for
the general fund)

All these are ways that you can support the ministry of Third Reformed
Church and strengthen its impact on
our community.
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Thank You
To My Church Family,

Thank you for your prayers, cards,
and expressions of sympathy at the
death of our mom, Barbara Brink.
We are so appreciative of how Third
Church cared for our parents.

Thank you for your thoughts, love
and prayers. I was overwhelmed at
all the best wishes on my birthday
on December 10. I was so happy to
be in church that evening to hear the Jeanne & Jay Lindell, Anne Brink,
Christmas Choir program and then
Robert Brink, Mary Van Kula.
later in the Fellowship Hall hearing
“Happy Birthday” sung to me!
Thanks also to all the carolers who
came to my house to sing Christmas
carols.
And what an honor it was to be recognized as one of the oldest members of Third Reformed Church at
the Anniversary Sunday Service.
And now, after my fall, thank you
again for all the cards, thoughts, and
prayers for my recovery.
Winifred Kooiker
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CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
Birthdays/Anniversaries
(birthdays 80 years plus/anniversaries 50 years plus)

Carol Seidelman
Bill & Sarah Unzicker
Dorothy Perkins
Ruby Steketee
Arleen Hewlett

March 1
March 9
April 3
April 4
April 16

94 years
55 years
95 years
98 years
100 years

Sympathy to
family and friends of Barbara Brink who died on February 8.

Address/Phone Changes
Sarah Boersen, 1546 Wickham Dr., Muskegon, 49441
Win Kooiker, American House/Driftwood 14, 11911 James St., Holland,
49424

Pray for
Libby Boven
Nancy Lacy
John Nordstrom
Alma Holkeboer
Ella Weymon
Anna Ritsema
Walter Thome
Jacquie Elzinga
Isabelle Hanse
Bob Kuiper
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