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Pentecost Sunday, June 9th “Future Faith” by Wes Granberg-Michaelson, our Preacher and Presenter for Morning Education and Worship:
By Pastor Kent Fry
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other disciples. These key initiatives
were shared at the congregational
meeting in early May.
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When the mission statement of our congregation was near completion, I happened to come across a book by our former General
Secretary in the Reformed Church in America, Wes GranbergMichaelson, entitled Future Faith. As I read the book, I thought to
myself, ‘This is exactly what we are trying to do as a congregation!’
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Young Hearts
Young Hearts will meet for lunch at 12 noon with a program following at
1:00 p.m. on Thursday, June 27. The presentation will be “Elephant Baseball: A Missionary Kid’s Tale” by Paul Heusinkveld, author. Paul grew up
as the son of medical missionaries in Arabia and India and graduated from
Kodaikanal International School in 1968 and later from Hope College.
Paul really did play elephant baseball—but his memoir evokes something
far more exotic, a magical stepping back into a childhood spent at an
American missionary school, Kodaikanal, cloistered at 7,000 feet in the
misty mountains of South India. Heusinkveld writes with a heartache for a
time and place that no longer exists, but along the way he explores his
own identity and grapples with an unthinkable tragedy.
Cost of lunch is $5.00. Please make your reservations by calling the
church office, 392-1459, by Monday, June 24. When making your reservation please indicate if you are in need of transportation.

Mark Your Calendars
for Sunday, August 18, at 4:30 p.m. Join us at Osmans’, 1081 W. 27th, for
the Fellowship Committee Picnic. Come to enjoy the afternoon with hot
dogs, ice cream, and… Yes, we will provide for your special dietary needs!
All Third Church family and friends are invited.

Upcoming Events at Third
Sunday, June 2 Confirmands reception following worship
Friday, June 21 Forté Handbell Quartet 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, July 25 Backyard Bash 6:00-8:30 p.m.
Monday-Thursday, July 29-August 1
Vacation Bible School 6:00-8:15 p.m.
Sunday, August 18 Fellowship Picnic 4:30 p.m. This is intergenerational
Sunday, September 8 All Church Picnic following worship
Sunday, September 29 Apple Picking at Dutch Market 4:00 p.m.
Sunday, October 6 Ethnic Potluck following worship
Saturday, October 19 3rd Saturday Supper

Summer Worship Themes at 10:00
AM
Easter Series: Surprise! “The Unexpected Surprises of God”
We bring the Easter series to a close,
encountering the risen Lord in unexpected ways.
Sunday, June 2
Seventh Sunday of Easter
“What Does It Mean to be
Saved?”
Acts 16:16-34
Confirmation Sunday;
Celebration of the Lord’s Table
Sunday, June 9 Pentecost Sunday
Acts 2:1-21
“Future Faith”
Rev. Wes Granberg-Michaelson,
former General Secretary of the
Reformed Church, preaching
Jaime and Martha Amaro, our
missionaries in Mexico, as the
Moment for Mission
Series for the Summer of 2019
“The Whole Counsel of God: Key
Passages of the Old Testament”
Paul calls us to preach and to hear
the whole counsel of God. The lectionary follows major scripture and
themes of scripture, but still much is
missed. The series this summer is
meant to also deal with major stories
in the Old Testament that we often
miss. And maybe next summer we
can consider some scripture from the
New Testament that is missed by the
lectionary! (continued on page 3)
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(continued from page 2)

Sunday, July 14 “The Plagues of
the Firstborn”
Sunday, June 16 Cain and Abel
Exodus 11:1-10
Genesis 4:1-14
Lubna Younas, our Reformed
Sunday, June 23 Judah and Tamar
Church Missionary in Pakistan,
Genesis 38
will bring a Moment for
Pastor Kama Preaching
Mission.
Sunday, June 30 Joseph and
Sunday, July 21 The Walls of
Potiphar: Serving God in Prison
Jericho
Genesis 39
Joshua 6
Pastor Janelle Lopez-Koolhaas,
Sunday, July 28 Does the Bible
preaching
Command Holy War?
Sunday, July 7 “God Hardens PharJoshua 7
aoh’s Heart”
Exodus 7:1-7
Celebration of the Lord’s Table

(continued from page 1)
This is what is written on the book
jacket of Wes’ book, Future Faith:
“In Future Faith: Ten Challenges Reshaping the Practice of Christianity,
author Wesley Granberg-Michaelson
provides a lucid view of how the top
ten winds of change blowing through
global Christian faith are reshaping the
practice of Christianity today. He is
uniquely qualified to identify and interpret connection points between global
Christian trends and the American
church.

as those from Africa, Asia, Latin America, who are the faces of Christianity's
future, Future Faith is designed to inform and empower followers of Jesus
to seek new ways of becoming the face
of Christ to a rapidly changing world.

Also on June 9, we will have Jaime and
Martha Amaro, our missionaries in
Mexico, share with the congregation
so we do literally enter into the joys
and sorrows of the world church. A
group of Third Reformed Church members visited the Amaros in February of
2018 and experienced the fine work
the Amaros are doing to share the love
Drawing on the stories, examples, and of Christ with the children of Mexico.
personalities of pastors and congregations from throughout the U.S. as well

Sunday, June 9 will be a rich experience of the pouring out of God’s Spirit
as we live out “Future Faith!”
Sunday, June 2: Profession of Faith
by the Youth of our Congregation
This has been a special service each
year on the first Sunday of June! Five
young people will profess faith but
also creatively give witness to their
faith. The congregation will participate with the youth in the Celebration
of the Lord’s Table. Pastor Kama will
coordinate and bring the message that
morning.
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Finance Report
By Jeff Beird, Treasurer
Favorable financial trends continue as The results are not quite as impressive
we move into the 2nd quarter of our when you begin to dig a bit deeper.
fiscal year.
We have already received two regular
and significant gifts that came later in
Giving and support is up more than
2018 and drew from our endowment
$100,000 over last year with expenses
to cover mission shares earlier than
holding close to 2018 levels. These
we did last year. Outreach spending is
items are also favorable relative to the
also behind the same period last year.
operating budget approved for 2019.
The month of April contributed $3,700 Still, we should feel pleased with a
in net income to our reserves which
positive net income of nearly $16,000
now total $280,000, enough to cover year-to-date. Last year at this time,
about 2.8 months of expenses.
we were running a deficit of approxi-

mately $85,000. That’s a big correction and we are thankful for the early
contributions of the congregation and
our staff.

Disability Concerns

quarterly newsletter “Breaking Barriers”, which tells the stories of Christian communities which learn how to
understand, develop and include the
talents of all their members.

By Phil Coray
The 2008 General Synod of the Reformed Church of America approved
The Commission on Theology paper
“Spirituality and Hospitality: what the
Church can Learn by Welcoming Persons with Disabilities.” The primary
focus of the paper is “the experience

of the Church, the Christian community, as it responds-whether positively
or negatively-to the presence of persons with disabilities. “
To help congregations nurture such
relationships and ministries, and avoid
common mistakes, the Reformed
Church in America and the Christian
Reformed Church have developed
“The Inclusion Handbook: Everybody
Belongs, Everybody Serves” and the

I’ve included some high-level numbers
below that I think are good indicators
of our current financial position. If
you would like additional information
or have any questions, please let me
know.

Copies of “Breaking Barriers” are available at the table by Church Greeters; I
have a copy of the “Inclusion Handbook” to lend to anyone interested in
learning more.
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New Members
On Sunday, April 28 and May 5, we
publicly received new members during
the morning worship services.
We welcome
Steve and
Laura McMullen and their
children Eleanor, Kimia, and
Jonathan. Steve teaches economics at Hope
College and
Laura is the
Program Manager for the Office of Research. Eleanor, Kimia, and Jonathan all have a
great love of music.

in the central city and having an opportunity to walk to where they want
to go.

Scott and Mary Remenschneider have
already brought a great deal of energy
to our church sharing in the All-Church
Retreat in March. Will, their fourth
Eunice DeWitt has already been worgrade son, has been a great addition
shiping with us a number of years beto our Wednesday night program and
fore becoming an official member of
with the youth at the retreat. Madi,
Third Church. From our time together
their daughter, is in the 9th grade, and
in new members, Eunice brings a great
is involved in the communicant educadeal of energy and already knows a
tion process. Mary works at Hope in
great number of people at Third
the president’s office, and Scott is a
Church.
banker with Huntington Bank.

John and Remi Schloff helped to bring
an entire lineup of children across the
front of the church Nathan, Matthew,
Timothy, Daniel, Sarah, Josiah, and
Chauncey. John is a medical doctor in
family practice. Remi is an executive
director and therapist here in Holland.
Kent and Maggie Franken enjoy the
liturgical worship of our congregation.
Kent has worked with Request Foods
and already supplied us with considerable food items that we have distributed at Christmas time to people in
our community in need. Maggie is
actually a citizen of Canada, our neighKirk and Stephanie Brumels are the
bors to the north, helping us to be an
parents of our youth director, Hunter international congregation. Kent and
Brumels. Kirk teaches in the kinesiolo- Maggie both enjoy hiking, recently
gy department at Hope College and
completing a hike in Georgia.
Stephanie works at the Dow Center.
Kirk and Stephanie really enjoy living
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Children’s Ministries
“Summit Seekers”
Summer Worship Program
This summer, the children of
Third Reformed Church are invited on a “mountain hike” adventure as we hear the stories of Joshua and discover and have confidence in the amazing promises which God has given to us.
Our “Summit Seekers” program will take
place each Sunday morning during our 10:00 a.m.
worship service. As “mountain hikers” the children aged 4 through the 3rd Grade (entering in
fall 2019), will be hearing the wonderful Old Testament stories of Joshua as he led God’s people
into the Promised Land. Through these stories,
children will see God’s promises fulfilled as God
answers the needs of His people. They will discover that even today, God leads His followers
with faithful love throughout their lives.
“Mountain Guides” (Adults and Teens) are
needed to lead “Summit Seekers” each week.
Lesson plans will be provided. If you would like
to join the adventure one week this summer,
please sign up in the Gathering Place or contact
Joyce Fry. (joycefry@trcholland.org; 392-1459).

“Summer Time Fun”
Backyard Bash 2018
Wednesday, July 24

6:00-8:00 P.M.

Invite your family and
friends and come enjoy an evening of
“summer time” activities
including games, crafts,
refreshments, horses, a bounce
house, and lots of fun and
fellowship with your church and
neighborhood community!
Don’t miss it!

“Power Up with God’s Love”

VBS 2019

July 29th—August 1st
6:00-8:15 p.m.
For Children Aged 4— 5th Grade
Children, plan now to join us for
this “technological” adventure to
get “powered up” and raise your game
for life! We will discover that
God’s love fills us with the Holy
Spirit which gives us the power to
live for Him.

Power Up
with

Children’s Mission Offerings 2018-2019

God’s Love

The children of Third Church have significantly contributed to the following mission projects this past school year:
Children & Worship International
$ 40.00+
Mobility Worldwide
$ 1,000.00
Food Items Collected for Community Action House
Thank you to all the children, parents and congregants who have supported these mission projects!

Adult and teen help is needed!
Please see the table in the Gathering Place or contact Joyce Fry
(joycefry@trcholland.org) to find
ways in which you can serve.
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Youth News

on a week, or a day of the week for a
month or the summer, to provide
By Hunter Brumels
consistent relational outreach, fun
games and activities, reading budWe are heading full steam into the
summer months, and the events that dies, and crafts.
come along with that! Keep an eye
COST: None
out for these upcoming events!
AGE: Middle and High School
TIME: Each day we will meet at the
SUMMER ACTIVITIES FOR
church at 10:45 a.m. and return to
TRC YOUTH:
church at approximately 1:15 p.m.
Transportation will be provided by
Meet Up and Eat Up Service
the church bus.

Project:

July 8-12, 2019 (Mon-Fri)
11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. each weekday
BACKGROUND:
“Meet Up & Eat Up” is feeding program for school children who are
food insecure and/or receive free/
reduced lunch during the school year.
This is a coordinated effort between
local school districts, the county, and
the Michigan Dept. of Education. The
goal, of the program, is primarily to
provide food to children during the
summer who otherwise depend on
school lunches for daily nutrition and
secondarily, to provide consistent
reading and math practice throughout the summer. The program has a
small portable selection of books, as
well as 40 ipads loaded with math
games, etc, for fun practice.
MU&EU is always in need of additional volunteer readers and activity coordinators, and often churches take

TIME: Departing Friday, June 21 at
4:00 p.m. from Third Reformed
Church. Returning Sunday, June 23
at 11:00 a.m. to Third Reformed
Church

HIGH SCHOOL WEEKEND TRIP:

July 19-21, 2019
The high schoolers have an opportunity to go to the Brumels’ Family
property in Freesoil, MI. The property
is a 40 acre piece of land, with a
bunkhouse and kitchen/living room
house area. There is an outhouse for
MIDDLE SCHOOL WEEKEND TRIP:
bathroom facilities. Very much a rusJune 21-23, 2019
tic experience. Over the weekend we
The middle schoolers have an opporwill be playing games, having bontunity to go to the Brumels’ Family
fires, and taking a Saturday afternoon
property in Freesoil, MI. The property
float/canoe trip down the Pine River
is a 40 acre piece of land, with a
(weather depending). More details
bunkhouse and kitchen/living room
will be coming soon.
house area. There is an outhouse for
bathroom facilities. Very much a rus- If you are interesting in going, or retic experience. Over the weekend we ceiving more details, please fill out
will be playing games, having bonthis Google Form:
fires, and taking a Saturday afternoon
https://forms.gle/
float/canoe trip down the Pine River
pnwXPkxWpfn4dHzo9
(weather depending). More details
will be coming soon.
COST: $30
AGE: High School Students (incoming
If you are interesting in going, or re9th grade included)
ceiving more details, please fill out
TIME: Departing Friday, July 19 at
this Google Form:
4:00 p.m. from Third Reformed
https://forms.gle/
Church. Returning Sunday, July 21 at
b91f94AZzShUFTuf7
11:00 a.m. to Third Reformed Church
COST: $30
AGE: Middle School Students
(incoming 6th grade included)
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Living Green
By Mark Faga

you or avoid altogether
-buy things like cream cheese in the
cardboard box and tortilla chips in
paper bags etc.

Did you survive or even enjoy Tulip
Time 2019? I sure did and I believe
2- Search out plastic alternatives
the tulips are even more beautiful now
-almost every plastic item you buy
than they were during the festihas a more eco friendly counter
val. Holland is really a beautiful place
part made of wood, metal or glass
to live and raise our children. Downtown is growing and even in our own 3- Stay organized
-where you can, use wicker or card
little place on the corner of 13th and
board bins and boxes
Pine we are experiencing wonderful
changes and growth. God is good!
4- clean up - naturally
-make your own cleaners (save a
But we still have to do our part so let's
few plastic spray bottles to re fill)
once again talk about moving towards
a plastic free home.

And a quick reminder to take it slowly
so you're not overwhelmed and reI will start by reminding you that the
member to applaud yourself as you
wise author of this month's information (Madeleine Somerville) says to move closer to living plastic free.
remember that you have had an entire
And now....your A-Z guide on how long
lifetime to get used to buying plastics
do things last.
so give yourself some time and credit
O - open bottle of wine....(red) 3-5
as you re-train your brain to avoid
continuing to buy it. Instead, applaud days / (white) 4-5 days. As with most
yourself when you make the greener food and beverages once you introduce oxygen into the wine it begins to
choice one piece at a time.
turn. Make sure if you're storing unYou can read her article in full by going
used wine to cap it tightly and store in
to http://earth911.com/homethe fridge as the cool temps slows oxigarden/plastic-free-home-5-simpledation. And note that red wine past
changes. She tells us in this article
its' prime darkens and tastes vinegary
to...
while white will taste flat and watery.
1- Be a mindful grocery shopper
-be aware of packaging as you shop
-bring reusable produce bags with

P - petroleum jelly.....8 years. Ron
Robinson of beautystat.com says that
because petroleum jelly does not con-

tain water there's no risk of bacterial
growth however to avoid tainting it
you should never dip a finger into the
jelly but to use cotton swabs instead.
And finally #3 of 15 things you should
never buy again.....Beauty/body care
with Phthalates and Parabens. Phthalates are a group of industrial chemicals linked to birth defects
used in cosmetic products from nail
polish to deodorant. Parabens are
preservatives linked to breast cancer. So choose your products from
companies that have signed on to the
Campaign for Safe Cosmetics.
Getting back to basics when accustomed to buying what's on the market
is tough. You have to be informed and
you have to make a commitment. Kind of like being a Christian. Getting back to the basics,
right? Love God, Love Your Neighbor. Eat well, buy well but you must
be informed. So read the Bible and go
to church and join a Bible study.....be
informed. Research what's good for
you and what's not, talk to your Dr.,
know your own body......be informed.
Enjoy your summer, and until next
time.....choose to love your neighbor,
and choose to live green.
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Congratulations
Graduates

She plans to attend North Park Univer- Karsten Bader-VanDyke, grandson of
sity in Chicago, IL.
Del and Eleanor, will graduate from
West Ottawa High School. He plans to
Madie Mendels is graduating from
enter the Culinary Arts program at
Holland High School. She plans to
GRCC.
attend Hope College.
Grace DuMez graduated from Hope
J. Michael Barar, grandson of Carol
College and will be working at Atomic Luke Ruiter is graduating from Black
Hoekenga, received his Juris Doctor
Object in Grand Rapids.
River Public School. He plans to attend
degree from UCLA School of Law. His
Hope College in the fall.
Emily Dykhouse is graduating from
main concern right now is to pass the
Black River Public School. Next year,
bar!
Ellie-Rose Waldvogel is graduating
she will be attending Hope College to from Grand Haven Cyber School. She
Maddy Eppard, granddaughter of
study Theatre and English.
will be taking a gap year, most likely
John and Eileen Nordstrom, graduated
After graduating from Black River Pub- working in modeling and restaurant
from West Ottawa High School as salic School this May, Maddy Dykhouse business.
lutatorian. She plans to attend Hope
will be attending Louisiana State Uni- Emily (Vander Meer) Phillips graduat- College.
versity to study Cello Performance,
ed from Temple University with her
Joseph R. Hoekenga, grandson of CarMusic Education, and Spanish
DPT in Physical Therapy. Next on her
ol Hoekenga, graduated from the UniMichael Hoffman is graduating from agenda is to pass the Physical Therapy versity of Alabama in Huntsville with a
certification exams.
West Ottawa High School. He will be
B.S. degree in Engineering. He will be
attending Hope College, and is planworking at Wiregrase Construction.
Eliza Armstrong, granddaughter of
ning to study business/finance.
Gayle and Paula Wilson, is graduating
from Holland High School. She plans
Martha Holland-Anderson is graduating from Black River Public Schools. to attend Michigan State University.

Consistory Notes for Consistory Steve Orlow, Pastor Kent, and the Lilly discipleship movement to the congreMeeting in May:
Grant team comprised of Katherine
gation in the 2020-2021 program year.
The May consistory meeting was primarily about passing the baton from
the consistory going out to the new
consistory coming in. We spent some
time together discussing the role of
the elders, the deacons, and the entire
consistory in the life of our congregation. A dessert to welcome new consistory members was a part of the
evening.

Hunsberger, Joel Schoon-Tanis, Joyce
Mott, and Dale Dykema have been
working on a grant to submit to Hope
College by May 24. We have taken
some time to land on a specific proposal, but have sensed God calling us
to join what God is already doing at
Third. In conjunction with the 3DM
group that has gone to Denver, we are
submitting a grant that will bring the

We are calling it, “Discipling Disciples.”
More about this will be shared with
the congregation in the future.
The Spanish Ministry is launched and
Janelle and Angel are making adjustments as they go along. We are proposing to consistory a program budget
for this ministry that will be found in
the present 2019 budget.
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Thank You
Looking back on my four years at Hope
College, I am thankful to have had the
opportunity to play college volleyball
in my hometown. Thank you, Third
Reformed Church for your constant
support with your newspaper clippings, handwritten notes, and conversations. There was nothing better than
looking into the crowds and seeing so
may TRC faces.

If you have been enjoying the
Third Sunday Pizza Lunches please
thank the following people for
making them happen: Sam Lunn,
Micah Faga, Joyce Mott, Tyler Hagood, Andy & Cynthia De Boer,
Katherine Hunsberger, Carol
Segrist, Gene & Laura Halsey,
Mark & Lynne Bonnette, Marj &
John Hoekstra, and Bruce & Susan
Formsma.

Thank you!
Katie Rietberg

We increased the number of
substitute mentors to 7 which was
very helpful as we needed more sub
coverage with 21 mentors.

2019 Program
Update
by Beverley Rannow
It is hard to believe that we are coming to the end of the 2018/19 school
year. This has again been a fabulous
mentoring year!

We began mentoring the first
week of October and will go to the
Friday before Memorial Day Weekend.

We will be inviting our students
to the Vacation Bible School as we
have in the past.
With help from Angel and
Janelle, we continued to communicate
with Hispanic families in Spanish.
May 6 Third hosted the Teacher
Appreciation Breakfast for the Vanderbilt teachers to show our appreciation of them. Thank you to all the volunteer bakers. The teachers were very
appreciative.

We hosted the Fun Day for the
elementary level students and their
mentors in December and experimented with a potluck dinner. It was
We worked with 21 students, 17 well attended and all had lots of fun.
at the elementary level in Kids Hope
May 22 we will celebrate our
and 4 at the middle school level in
Third hosted the middle school mentor and students’ success at the
Kids Hope NEXT.
Kids Hope NEXT students on a field
End of the Year Celebration hosted
trip to tour the new BPW Energy Plant this year by Hope Church!
and then out to dinner at Russ’. This
We were sad that one of our
outing was also a great success.
mentors hurt his leg clearing snow,
We will be sending 8 elementary
but grateful that one of our substitute
age students to Camp Geneva this
mentors stepped up to take his place
summer.
for the remainder of the year.
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CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
Birthdays/Anniversaries
(birthdays 80 years plus/anniversaries 50 years plus)

Tom & Sue Ten Hoeve
Harley & Phyllis Brown
Bob & Elle Kuiper
Duane & P.J. Booi
Bob Benninfield
Harvey & Margaret Doorenbos
Marv & Lois Jalving
Elton & Elaine Bruins
Ron & Gloria South
Gene & Mary Heideman

June 7
June 9
June 9
June 10
June 20
June 21
June 23
June 24
July 21
July 23

62 years
59 years
71 years
69 years
92 years
63 years
68 years
65 years
63 years
67 years

Pray for
Walter Thome
Jill Slenk
Al Gibson
Gen Bos
Gloria South
Marian Vande Bunte

Address/Phone Changes
Mitch & Abby Conrad, 6102 Timber Ct., Goodlettsville, TN 37072

Sympathy to
Jane Synder in the death of her daughter, Laura Prior, on April 25 in
Princeton, IN.
Marj, John, Katherine and Elizabeth Hoekstra in the death of Marj’s father, Clarence Bolt, on April 24.
Keren, Jordi, Miquel, Eva and Jordi-Luke Fuentes on the death of Keren’s
father, Harvey Bock, on April 28.
Carol and Dick Jones in the death of Carol’s brother, Harvey Terpstra, on
May 20 in South Holland, IL.
Karen and Steve Stam in the death of Karen’s mother, Gerene Langejans,
on May 13.

Reminder: If you notice a visitor in your row on Sunday mornings please put
your address/phone number in the friendship folder so hopefully they will
follow your example. This helps the pastoral staff welcome visitors.

Third Reformed
Church Women's
Ministries
By Gretchen Munroe
Our WMTRC program year will come
to a close with a celebratory evening
on June 10, beginning at 7 p.m. in the
chapel.
Our guest speaker is our own Beverley
Rannow, whose work with World Renew and Kid’s Hope is a great example
of “Living out our Calling”; the very
thing we are urged to do by Paul in
Ephesians, the book we studied this
year.
New officers to the Board will be installed and refreshments will be
served after the program. All women
are welcome!
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