
3rd Generation June/July | A Publication of Third Reformed Church | 1 

Summer Ministries 

Camp Chair Concerts at 7:00 p.m. 

 June 27  Satin Sax Quartet Location: TBD 

 July 11  Larry & Carla Sue, handbells, at Formsma’s 

 July 18  TBD  Location: TBD 

 August 15  Old Fashioned Hymn Sing at Kroll’s  at 5:30 

 

Youth Summer Projects 

Senior High Youth   Camp Fowler June 18-23 

Middle School Youth  Meet Up and Eat Up July 9-13 

 

“River Rapids” Backyard Bash July 25, 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

Enjoy an evening of “water” fun through games, crafts, refreshments, 

horses,  a bounce house, and lots of fun and fellowship! 

 

“Rolling River Rampage” Vacation Bible School  

for children 4 years-5th grade 

July 30-August 2, 6:00-8:15  

Sign up in the Gathering Place or on the church website trcholland.org 

Adult and teen help needed. Sign up in the Gathering Place or at 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/

e/1FAIpQLSe0eWVu7URpAEuHma6Vnghq_bOP_sj0HW2NrU03QvImYXg

M9w/viewform?usp=sf_link  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Welcome Center Volunteers 
We would like to thank the volunteers who have been at the TRC Wel-

come Center this past year and also say hello to those who will be new 

volunteers at the Center in coming year.  Please accept our invitation 

to a brunch after the July 22nd worship service.  Many have been at 

the Welcome Center with a smile and answers to questions for visitors, 

making a good first impression of Third Reformed.  The brunch is our 

way of saying thank you, for saying yes to volunteering. 

Upcoming Events at Third 
 

Sunday, June 10 150th Re-dedication Service   10:00 a.m. 

Wednesday, July 25 Backyard Bash   6:00 p.m. 

Monday, July 30– Thursday, August 2   Vacation Bible School   6:00-

8:15 p.m. 

Summer Worship Schedule  

at 10 AM  

Summer Series:  “A Kingdom Strong-

er than David” 

Passages from the Old Testament 

Lectionary Readings from I and II 

Samuel 

Sunday, June 3   “Generational Shift” 

 I Samuel 3:1-20 

 Profession of Faith  

 and the Lord’s Table 

 Pastor Kama Preaching 

Sunday, June 10 Re-dedication Sun-

day and our 150th Anniversary 

 Taylor Holbrook preaching; former 

 Third Church intern and RCA pastor 

 Psalm 148, our theme for the 150th 

 Anniversary 

Sunday, June 17 “Anointing the Lay-

person” 

 I Samuel 15:35-16:31 

 Pastor Kent 

 Reception of New Members 

Sunday, June 24 David and Goliath 

 I Samuel 17 

 Pastor Kama Preaching 

Sunday, July 1     David and Lament 

 2 Samuel 1:1; 17-27 

 Celebration of the Lord’s Table  

 Pastor Kent Preaching 

Sunday, July 8 Growth:  

 David and Jerusalem 

 2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10 

 Pastor Kent preaching 

(continued on page 8) 

 
 

“David Rocks” by Joel Schoon-Tanis 

David is one of the most famus peeple in the Bible. 

He was like a rock star and a king. But he started out 

as a little sheperd boy who trusted God. So alls he 

needed was a stone and he could nock a giant rite off 

a bean stawk! 
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In the summer in Michigan, many of 

us have an opportunity to paddle a 

canoe upstream or downstream.  If we 

don’t get in a canoe, we are often 

around lakes and streams, and we 

know something about currents.  So 

what are some of the currents in our 

congregation at the moment? 

The congregational meeting on the 

last Sunday of April had a number of 

presentations by leaders of the church 

in the area of finance, worship, and 

growing young.  Dave Vanderwel re-

ported that the last couple of years 

our congregation has done exceeding-

ly well financially.  But there are indi-

cations in the first quarter of 2018 

that our income may lag previous 

years.  Consistory leadership and Per-

sonnel Team will be working on 

staffing and overall budgeting.  At this 

point maybe three things are possibili-

ties:  reducing the budget, drawing on 

reserves, and encouraging greater giv-

ing.  And this may require discernment 

of congregational priorities so that we 

are truly focused in on our goals and 

mission. 

Sunday, May 27 we ordained and in-

stalled elders and deacons.  One 

notes that the consistory has a chang-

ing generation in leadership.  Inter-

esting that some of our lectionary pas-

sages from the Old Testament point 

out the changes in leadership and gen-

eration from Samuel to Saul and Da-

vid, and then later from David to Solo-

mon.  We also know that shifts in gen-

erational leadership require continuity 

with the past and affirmation of some 

of the historic strengths of the congre-

gation.  And consistory members 

share with me that we are living in 

challenging times that will require new 

unchartered paths and streams. 

One stream of Third Church is youth 

ministry and “Growing Young.”  We 

welcome Hunter Brumels as the new 

youth director this summer.  He is a 

2016 graduate of Hope College.  Since 

graduation he has been doing youth 

ministry at a local congregation in Hol-

land and now he shifts to serve at 

Third Church.  Hunter is also involved 

in the distance learning program at 

Western Theological Seminary.  

Hunter will be introduced on Sunday, 

June 3rd. 

Third Church completes the 150th An-

niversary Celebration with the rededi-

cation service on Sunday, June 10.  

Taylor Holbrook, a former seminary 

intern at Third Church and RCA pastor 

in the east, will be our guest minister.  

The service will conclude with a tree 

dedication ceremony out on the lawn 

on 12th Street.  A new choir anthem 

has been commissioned for the 10th 

based on Psalm 148, “Praise the Lord:  

Young and Old Together.”  A big thank 

you to Sunny Boeve and Elaine Tanis 

as co-chairs of the 150th Anniversary 

Committee, and the entire committee 

for a year of worship, celebration, 

study, and service. 

Another current of Third Reformed 

Church that we have been leaning into 

is cross-cultural ministry, particularly 

with the Hispanic community.  Joyce 

Fry, Angel Lopez, and Janelle Lopez-

Koolhaas have reached out to 

Ebenezer Assembly of God, a Hispanic 

congregation on 10th Street, to do a 

joint Vacation Bible School.  This will 

take place the first week in August in 

the evening and will feature small 

groups in both English and in Spanish.  

The Wednesday night Bible Study and 

prayer group which is led by Angel in 

both English and Spanish continues to 

meet through the summer.  Please 

join us!  I am humbled by the requests 

for prayer and support. 

The summer series for worship is 

based on the Old Testament readings 

on the kingdom of David.  Why do 

this?  Well, I have never preached 

through the David cycle in a system-

atic way.  Using the lectionary will al-

low the new music sub-team to know 

what is coming and plan for instru-

mental music for one song or hymn 

for congregational singing this sum-

mer.  David, a person after God’s own 

heart, also teaches us an earthly spirit-

uality for everyday Christians.   

—(Eugene Peterson)  

And I think we are currently having 

difficulty as Christians negotiating the 

Bible and public life, and the David 

stories may help us to think more 

thoughtfully as we live out the king-

dom of God.   

The education team in conversation 

with parents has recommended that 

we return to (continued on page 4) 

(continued from page 3)  

Summer Streams and Currents 
By Pastor Kent Fry 
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In this same space last May, I was able 

to report strong year-to-date results in 

both giving levels and operating ex-

penses as well as balance sheet items 

including Operating and Reserve Ac-

count cash balances.  While our ac-

count balances remain healthy, our 

year-to-date results are less enviable. 

Year-to-date giving is off 18% com-

pared to last year. This includes the 

month of April which saw a 37% de-

crease compared to April of 2017. 

After adjusting for outreach giving, 

other operating expenses are running 

12% higher than the same four-month 

period last year. Salary and Benefit 

items, our largest expense, are cur-

rently running 9% over the budgeted 

amount. 

Combined, these items result in a net 

operating loss of about $17,000 for 

the month of April and $87,000 for the 

four months ending 4/30/18.  In other 

words, we spent $17,000 more then 

we collected during the month of April 

and $87,000 more than we collected 

during the first four months or the 

year.  To date, we have covered these 

periods of loss with cash from our op-

erating account which currently holds 

about $150,000, down from a balance 

of $237,000 on 12/31/17. 

Cash levels (in our operating and re-

serve accounts) are about $35,000 

more than the same period last year.  

We plan to have last year’s impact on 

our investments reflected by the end 

of the month. The only debt we are 

currently carrying relates to accounts 

payable. 

I’ve included some high-level numbers 

below for your review.  If you would 

like additional information or have any 

questions, please let me know.  

Finance Report 
By Jeff Beird, Treasurer 

worship themes that intersect 

with the educational material on 

Sunday morning .  In other 

words, one Bible story a Sunday, 

for both worship and education.  

We have already ordered materi-

al that is lectionary based enti-

tled, “Seasons of the Spirit.”  We 

believe this will help us to be in-

tentional in worship and educa-

tion for the fall. 

We have challenges as a congre-

gation as we live out the Chris-

tian faith in our day and time.  

But I sense that our congregation 

is grappling with this, coming 

together, and living together as 

the body of Christ.  It is much 

easier when we are paddling to-

gether. 
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The June meeting will be held on June 

21 (rather than June 28) and will be 

presented by Dr. Rich Ray from Hope 

College. In September and October 

2016, he walked with his friend Joe 

on the Camino de Santiago, a walk of 

500 miles from St. Jean Pied-de-Port, 

France at the foot of the Pyrenees 

Mountains to Santiago de Composte-

la in NW Spain. The city had its origin 

in the shrine of Saint James. 

Human beings have sought meaning 

for their lives through transcendent 

experiences for thousands of years. 

The pilgrimage is one such transcend-

ent experience. A practice that has a 

place in all of the world's great reli-

gions, the act of pilgrimage is many 

things to many pilgrims - retreat, ex-

tended prayer, penance for sins, an 

opening to spiritual or religious     

conversion. This presentation will 

provide you with an opportunity to 

learn more about pilgrims and pil-

grimage, including historical, reli-

gious, cultural, artistic, and economic 

perspectives. Ideally, this presenta-

tion will help you think in fresh ways 

about pilgrimage, and to conceive of 

your life as a purposeful journey to-

ward a more complete union with 

God. 

Please make your reservations by call-

ing the church office, 392-1459, by 

Monday, June 18. Bus transportation 

will be available. When making your 

reservations please indicate if you 

plan to ride the bus.  

Young Hearts Luncheon 

Women’s Minis-
try News 
By Gretchen Munroe & Betty 

Voskuil 

Our WMTR program year ended on a 

worshipful high note Wednesday 

night, May 16, in a Psalm sing led by 

Dr. Carol Bechtel from Western Theo-

logical Seminary, and accompanied by 

our own Linda Strouf—a fitting end to 

our Bible study focus on the Psalms. 

We were blessed by the musical selec-

tions and readings from Psalms for All 

Seasons: A Complete Psalter for Wor-

ship, and enjoyed fellowship afterward 

with refreshments provided by the 

Women’s board. The night included 

the installation and naming of new 

officers to the WMTR Board for the 

next year(s):  

Co - Presidents for 2019-2021: Marj 

Hoekstra and Carol Cox 

Recording Secretary: Janeth Coray 

Asst. Recording Secretary: Betty Van 

Wyngarden 

Treasurer: Eleanor Van Dyke 

Asst. Treasurer: Barb Tenpas 

Spiritual Life Chair: Laurie Orlow 

Asst. Spiritual Life Seat: Katherine 

Hunsburger 

Organization Chair: Kit Leggett 

Asst. Organization Seat: Nina Albers 

Nominating Committee Chair: Jane 

Hunter 

Asst. Nominating Seat: Ruth Sill 

Of course with an installation, we 

must extend our thanks for those 

board members rotating out of these 

positions: Jan Benningfield (Recording 

Secretary), Betty Balk (Treasurer), 

Dawn Vander Ark (Spiritual Life), Linda 

Russo (Organization), and Kathy 

Thornhill (Nominating Comm. Chair). 

Your work, ladies, benefitted our year 

of giving, study, and fellowship. Thank 

you! 

Thank you, too, to those who helped 

with food and decorations for our final 

program and reception!  

Our next board meeting is scheduled 

for July 30, at 10:00 a.m. in the Library. 
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Children’s Ministries 
Summer Faith & Fun at Third Church 

“Passport to Adventure” 
 Summer Worship Program 

 

This summer, the children of Third  Re-
formed Church are invited to 
“Adventure Land”, (a carnival theme 

park) where we will discover how our every day 
choices can show our love and obedience to our great 
God. 
 

Our “Passport to Adventure” program will take 
place each Sunday morning during our 10:00 a.m. 
worship service. As “fair adventurers” the children 
aged 4 through the 3rd Grades (entering in fall 2018), 
will be hearing both Old and New Testament stories 
where biblical characters had to make choices to fol-
low and obey God. Through these stories the children 
will be encouraged to make choices to live for God! 
  

“Carnival Guides” (Adults and Teens) are needed to 
lead “Passport to Adventure” each week. Lesson 
plans will be provided.  If you would like to join the 
adventure one week this summer, please sign up in 
the Gathering Place or contact Joyce Fry. 
(joycefry@trcholland.org; 392-1459).  
Thanks so much!   

 

“Rolling River Rampage” 

VBS 2018 
Experience the ride of a lifetime with God! 

July 30—August 2;  6:00-8:15 p.m. 
For Children 4 Yrs. Old -5th Grade 

Plan now to join us for this  

“river rafting excursion”  

where we will discover that life with 

God is a wonder-filled adventure! 

  

Adult and teen help is needed!   Please see 

the table in the Gathering  Place or contact 

Joyce Fry (joycefry@trcholland.org) to 

find ways in which  you can serve. 

“River Rapids”  

Backyard 

Bash 2018 
Wednesday, July 25 

6:00-8:00 p.m. 
 

 

Invite your family and friends and come 

enjoy an evening of “water” fun through 

games, crafts, refreshments, horses, a 

bounce house, and lots of fun and fellow-

ship!  Bring a towel and plan to get wet 

on your “river” adventure.  Don’t miss it! 

Children’s Mission Offerings 2017-2018 
 

The children of Third Church have significantly contribut-
ed to the following mission projects this past school year: 
 

Children & Worship International         $     40.00+ 
“Hurricane Relief”  RCA project    $1,000.00+ 
Pakistani Homeless Shelter  (L. Younas) $4,000.00+ 
      

Thank you to all the children, parents and congre-
gants who have supported these mission projects! 
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Congratulations 
Graduates 
 

Bethany Bulthuis is graduating from 

Holland Christian High School and will 

be attending Calvin College in the fall. 

Tate & Griffin Dekker, grandsons of 

Harley & Phyllis Brown, have graduat-

ed from Ferris State University. 

Anne Elzinga, granddaughter of Cal & 

Marilyn Rynbrandt, has graduated 

from Hope College. She plans to 

attend Western Theological Seminary. 

Jane Elzinga, granddaughter of Cal & 

Marilyn Rynbrandt, graduated from 

Grand Valley State University with a 

MSW. 

Amanda Halsey is graduating from 

Black River Public School. She has 

been accepted into Bradley Universi-

ty’s (Peoria, IL) nursing program. 

Connor Hensley, grandson of Jim & 

Nyla Hensley, graduated from the Uni-

versity of Iowa with a degree in Me-

chanical Engineering. 

Emily Hensley, granddaughter of Jim 

& Nyla Hensley, graduated from Ma-

tea Valley High School in Naperville, IL. 

She plans to attend the University of 

Pittsburgh. 

Charles Dean Hoekenga, grandson of 

Carol Hoekenga, graduated from 

Dothan High School, Dothan, AL. He 

plans to attend the University of Ala-

bama. 

 

Gabe Millen is graduating from Black 

River Public School. He plans to attend 

Calvin College to study secondary edu-

cation with a history major. 

Gavin Ritsema, grandson of Bob & 

MaryAlice Ritsema, graduated from 

Colorado State University in Fort Col-

lins, CO with a B.S. in Mechanical Engi-

neering. 

Lucy Toppen, granddaughter of Mary 

Toppen-Palma & Bob Palma, graduat-

ed from Grand Haven High School. She 

plans to attend Michigan Tech to study 

Environmental Engineering. 

Sarah Michelle Vander Meer graduat-

ed from Western Michigan Universtiy 

with a PhD in Geology. Her research 

project, through the National Parks 

Services, was to map the glacial de-

posits of Pictured Rick Lakeshore Na-

tional Park. 

Kamryn Nicole Van Dyke, grand-

daughter of Del & Eleanor Van Dyke, 

graduated from Fennville High School. 

She plans to attend Michigan State 

University and is enrolled in the Col-

lege of Kinesiology. 

Katya Alice Van Dyke, granddaughter 

of Del & Eleanor Van Dyke, graduated 

from Michigan State University with a 

BA in Human Development and Family 

Services. She has begun a four month 

internship with Bethany Christian Ser-

vices. 

Benjamin Waldvogel graduated from 

Grand Haven Cyber School. He has 

signed another year’s contract with 

Grand Rapids Ballet as an apprentice. 

He can also be seen playing music in a 

couple local venues. 

Josephine Vernita Weymon, niece of 

Willis & Ella Weymon, graduated from 

the University of Notre Dame, South 

Bend, IN. She received a Bachelor of 

Arts in Japanese, with a minor in Edu-

cation. Schooling, and Society. After 

graduation she will work in a 2 year 

Japan Exchange and Teaching Program 

as an Assistant Language Teacher. 

Fred Wezeman has graduated from 

Chicago Theological Seminary with an 

M.Div. 

Drew Zeller is graduating from Black 

River Public School. He plans to attend 

Grand Valley State University. 

Jennifer Zoerman graduated from 

Muskegon Community College. She 

plans to attend Grand Valley State Uni-

versity to complete her bachelor’s in 

social work. 
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Living Green 
By Mark Faga 

Every now and then Earth911 sends 

me a quiz.  Quizzes about different 

things that I may know and things that 

are just fun environmental facts.  This 

month they sent me a quiz ti-

tled...Sustainability is a Work in Pro-

gress.  So I thought we'd take a break 

from learning how to recycle, what to 

recycle and how to be GREEN at 

home, at work and in life and have a 

little fun. It's five questions long and 

the answers will be found on the 

bottom of the page (yes, you will have 

to turn the page upside down in order 

to read them but that's half the fun of 

taking a quiz...right?  So here we 

go...... 

#1 - What year was the Clean Air Act 

passed? 

           1961 - 1968 - 1970 - 1979 

The National Institute of Health has 

reported that the progress hasn't been 

ideal though the Clean Air Act regula-

tions have prevented more than 

200,000 premature deaths and mil-

lions of other non-fatal diseases like 

cardiac and respiratory have been 

avoided. 

#2 - How much of the iron and steel 

made in the U.S. was recycled as 

of  2014? 

           42% - 50% - 66% - 35% 

Recycling 2,400 lbs of steel is said to 

save more than 2,500 lbs of iron ore, 

1,400 lbs of coal and 120 lbs of lime-

stone. (according to the ISRI) 

#3 - In what year did the U.S. require 

water suppliers to inform customers 

about chemical toxins in their water? 

            1996 - 1971 - 1948 - 2003 

Mother Nature Network says that 

"today, most Americans can feel confi-

dent that the water they drink is 

clean." 

#4 - In what year was the Clean Water 

Act signed into law? 

            1969 - 1923 - 1972 - 1947 

Again, according to Mother Nature 

Network, President Nixon signed the 

Clean Water Act  and now 60% of our 

waterways are safe for recreation and 

fishing compared to the previous 36%. 

#5 - What year was Rachel Carson's 

seminal ecology book, “Silent Spring,” 

published? 

         1962 - 1956 - 1968 - 1911 - 1939 

Earth911 says that "Rachel Carson, an 

author and marine biologist, is credit-

ed with kick-starting the environmen-

tal movement."  Eight years after pub-

lishing her book Earth Day was cele-

brated by 20 million people marching 

in the streets to preserve the environ-

ment. 

So how did you do?  Again, the an-

swers are (upside down) on the 

bottom of this page.  No matter how 

you did, I hope you had fun taking it 

and that you remember to love the 

earth we've been given to take care of. 

Have a wonderful summer! 

 

 

 

#1 - 1970 / #2 - 66% / #3 - 1996 / 

#4 - 1972 / #5 - 1962 

 
(continued from page 2) 
 
Sunday, July 15  Religion:   
 David and Uzzah 
 2 Samuel 6:1-5; 12-19 
 Pastor Janelle Lopez-Koolhaas 
 preaching 
 
Sunday, July 22  Grace:   
 David and Nathan 
 2 Samuel 7:1-14 
 Pastor Kent preaching 

Sunday, July 29  Sin:  
 David and Bathsheba 
 2 Samuel 11:1-15 
 Pastor Kent preaching 
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150th Anniversary Final Event 
Since November 2015, a Third Re-

formed Church 150th Anniversary 

Steering Committee has been in ac-

tion. The committee planned events 

that would celebrate our history, cre-

ate opportunities for spiritual growth, 

provide times for fellowship, arrange 

times to enjoy music and the arts, and 

present opportunities for service.  To 

culminate our year-long celebration, 

on Sunday, June 10, we will have our 

final event, a Recommitment Service. 

This time of recommitment will be a 

time when we, as a congregation, will 

rededicate ourselves and Third Church 

to carrying out our ministry state-

ment , “To know Christ and to make 

Him known”.  

We are excited about this worship and 

recommitment celebration to be held 

at 10:00 a.m.  We will have a guest 

preacher, the Rev. Taylor Holbrook, 

pastor of the Hopewell Reformed 

Church, Hopewell Junction, New York. 

If you check Elton Bruins’ book, The 

Americanization of a Congregation (p. 

151) you will find Holbrook’s name 

listed under “Members of Third 

Church in Church Vocations, 1967-

1995”. Third Church members who 

were present in the 1980’s will re-

member Taylor as the young man who 

lived in the attic of the parsonage 

when Willis Jones was Third’s minister. 

Pastor Holbrook served Third Church 

as a seminary intern and worked with 

us on the 1983 summer mission pro-

ject in Annville, Kentucky. 

Secondly, at the June 10 service, we 

will have the premiere of a commis-

sioned anthem Let All the People 

Praise! sung by our combined children 

and adult choirs. The anthem was 

written specifically for the celebration 

of our 150th Anniversary by Holland 

resident Susan Bentall Boersma and 

composed by well-known anthem 

composer Craig Courtney. The anthem 

is based on Psalm 148 with an empha-

sis on our anniversary motto, ““Praise 

the Lord! young and old together.”  

This commissioned anthem is a gift of 

Elaine and Elliot Tanis, given in grati-

tude for their more than fifty years of 

membership at Third Church. 

 

 

 

In addition to the celebrative worship 

service, there will be short biograph-

ical sketches (‘Branches of the Vine: 

Oral Portraits’) of Third Church mem-

bers that include stories relating to 

Third Church, as well as an exhibit of 

members’ creative works. These will 

be on display for viewing in the Gath-

ering Place. There will also be surprise 

mementos for Third Church members! 

Finally, following morning worship the 

congregation will gather on the front 

lawn for a tree planting ceremony. The 

tree is a gift of the Boeve Family. Over 

the years, Sunny and Ron Boeve have 

contributed many hours of gardening 

to Third Church. After the brief cere-

mony we will gather for a cake and 

coffee reception.   

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR OUR 

SPECIAL JUNE 10 WORSHIP CELEBRA-

TION! 

“In early June the world of leaf and blade and flowers explodes,  

and every sunset is different.”  

      —John Steinbeck, The Winter of Our Discontent  
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Thank you Third Church Family for 

the prayers said for my mother and 

our family during her recent brief ill-

ness. Thank you also for the cards, 

words of sympathy and prayers said 

for us after the Lord called my mother 

home. All of these kind expressions of 

caring have sustained us as we miss 

her, and are the Lord’s blessing of 

“Gracious provisions, abundant and 

sufficient.” 

With grateful hearts, 

Jim & Cathy Vander Meer and family 

Thanks so very much to so many 

thoughtful friends at Third Church for 

your expressions of care and concern 

when I was at Holland Hospital and 

afterwards. Thanks to today’s miracle 

antibiotics, I’m so grateful that I am 

feeling so very much better. 

As we Southerners say...this comes 

with much appreciation to all y’all for 

your good wishes. 

Cynthia Baine De Maagd 

Thank you to our Third Church Fami-

ly,  

Our family gives thanks to our Third 

Church friends for your caring expres-

sions of sympathy on the death of my 

husband Robert. We are thankful to 

have shared in and to celebrate his 

Christian life. 

Gratefully, 

Ruth McDonald 

My journey with knee replacement 

surgery started on March 12, 2018. 

Thank you Kent and Kama along with 

many others for the calls, visits, cards 

and prayers which made such a differ-

ence in my days of confinement. How 

very thankful I am to Bob and my lov-

ing family always there to help. I am 

indeed blessed! 

Jan Benningfield 

Thank You 

 

THANK YOU ALL 
Our 150th anniversary celebration ends June 10. We 

would like to thank the many people who helped with 

the planning and carrying out of the events. 

Special thanks to the steering committee members and 

the special roles they played: Elton Bruins, Greg and Sam 

Dykhouse, Marcia Forsman, Kent Fry, Amy Lunn, Joyce 

Mott, Robert Ritsema, Jane Snyder, Linda Strouf, Peg 

Van Grouw, and Mark Walvoord. Many of them headed 

up anniversary events/projects and gave much time, 

energy, and expertise to fulfill their tasks. 

We give our sincere thanks to the entire staff for their 

help, support, and flexibility. In addition to Kent and Lin-

da who did so much, we appreciate the entire staff’s 

cooperation, helping behind the scenes. Kristen was 

often inundated with requests, as were Mark and Roger.  

In addition to the steering committee folk, we appreciat-

ed our guest preachers, Dennis Voskuil and Steve Stam; 

the support of Women’s Min-

istries; Lucille Schroeder and 

Jane Dalman who led the 

Prayer Vigil; Steve DeYoung 

who ordered the health kit 

supplies; the Fellowship Committee who joyfully provid-

ed their services throughout the year; Rob Lunn and 

Third Church’s gifted musicians’ contributions; and to 

Kathy Schoon Tanis for organizing our final display of 

creative works. 

Thank you too, for those of you who participated in the 

events and those of you who prayed for us. We can’t 

begin to name you all, but we are truly grateful for your 

involvement. 

Joyfully with gratitude, 

Sunny Boeve and Elaine Tanis, co-chairs 
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Birthdays/Anniversaries 
(birthdays 80 years plus/anniversaries 50 years plus) 

Tom & Sue Ten Hoeve   June 7  61 years 

Harley & Phyllis Brown   June 9  58 years 

Bob & Elle Kuiper    June 9  70 years 

Duane & P.J. Booi    June 10  68 years 

Bob Benningfield    June 20  91 years 

Harvey & Margaret Doorenbos June 21  62 years 

Marv & Lois Jalving    June 23  67 years 

Frank & Sue Pettinga   June 24  70 years 

Elton & Elaine Bruins   June 24  64 years 

Ron & Gloria South    July 21  62 years 

Gene & Mary Heideman  July 23  66 years 

Sympathy to 
Gen Bos in the death of her husband, Jim Bos, on April 22 in Grand Rapids. 

Address/Phone Changes 
Carol Cox   616-403-4631 

Dennis Gebben  616-510-1046/Nancy Gebben  616-510-5652 

Pray for 
Libby Boven 

Frank Pettinga 

Willis Weymon 

Isabelle Hanse 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 

Do We Have Moral Leadership To-

day?  And Where will Americans 

Find Moral Leadership? 

Some Thoughts for Christians to 

Ponder this Summer: 

 

USA Today on May 14, 2018 had a 

lead article on “Who are America’s 

Leaders?”  Fifty years ago 63 per-

cent of Americans stated that reli-

gion was important in their lives, 

but today only 51 percent say that 

religion is significant in their lives.  

The current political situation is 

also calling into question the public 

role of religion and how it may be 

corrupted by politics.  In a recent 

adult education class we looked 

together at a statement by ecu-

menical Christian leaders named, 

“Reclaiming Jesus.”  Class members 

encouraged that the statement 

“Reclaiming Jesus” be posted in the 

newsletter and maybe taken up in 

the youth ministry.  The statement 

is listed below as well as the article 

in USA Today on May 14th: 

 

http://www.reclaimingjesus.org/ 

 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/

news/2018/05/14/donald-trump-

morality-religion-media-

mlk/604684002/ 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2018/05/14/donald-trump-morality-religion-
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2018/05/14/donald-trump-morality-religion-
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2018/05/14/donald-trump-morality-religion-
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