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“Here Comes 2020!”
By Pastor Kent Fry
Ready or not 2020 is here! As I write this column I am right
smack in the middle of January, and I feel that I am not
quite ready to turn the page on a new year. Life and the
events of the world seem to be rushing at such a quick
pace.
I glance back at the end of the past year, and I am thankful
for our Advent and Christmas series, “Experiencing God.”
We stopped along the way to experience some of the key
themes of Reformed spirituality: practices, scripture, prayer, right living in the world, and guidance which lead to a
living experience of God and the knowledge of God. We
welcomed new members during the Advent season, which
we feature later in the newsletter. While I don’t have the
details at this point, I understand that the congregation
ended the financial year of 2019 with a bit of a surplus, for
which we can all be grateful.
One of the things that contributes to the whirlwind of a new
year, of course, is the domestic and international events
that seem to cascade from day to day!
So as I turn the page of the calendar to 2020, I am thinking
of the Reformed Church in America mission conference this
weekend which will celebrate the heritage of the Reformed
Church in world mission, discern where we presently are,
and look forward into the future.
(continued on page 5)
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Town Hall Meetings
Representatives of Consistory will be having “town hall” meetings on
February 9, March 1, April 5, and May 3. We encourage everyone in
the congregation to come to share your views with Consistory and dialogue about our present and our future.

Upcoming Events at Third
Wednesday, February 26, Ash Wednesday Service, 12:10 p.m. at St.
Francis Catholic Church
Saturday, February 29, Lenten Prayer Vigil, 7:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.
March 6-8, All Church Retreat at Camp Geneva

“God Keeps Promises Forever”
Worship During the Season of
Epiphany, in the Month of February
Our culture communicates that we
can make a New Year’s Resolution
and we become ‘The New You.’ Of
course, we know that it is not long
before our resolutions can fade. But
what would happen if this year we
concentrated on God’s promises
that last forever? Or as the psalmist
proclaims, “The Lord’s steadfast
love endures forever.”
Sunday February 2
One Worship Service at 10:00 a.m.
Northwestern College Drama Ministries Ensemble
“Iowa Ethiopia”
The Message is a second play on
the Life of Arlene Schuiteman
(The College group was here last
year in March for the first play
entitled, “Sioux Center Sudan”).
We will not have communion or
Christian Education at 9:45 a.m.

(continued on page 3)
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Adult Education
Adult Education classes begin at 9:45 a.m.
The God Who Sees
A Book Study on Immigrants, the Bible, and the Journey to Belong
By Karen Gonzales
led by Pastor Kent and a team of leaders
We will meet in the Centennial Room
on the Lower Level, beginning in January. As we prepare for summer mission
trips to the border of Mexico and the
trip led by Joel Schoon Tanis to the
Middle East, this is a good time to invite all members of our congregation
to see the world through the eyes of
immigrants and refugees. We know
that our nation is grappling with this
issue. And there is certainly a place for
definable borders, safety and security,
and yet the scriptures and the Christian tradition also have much to say
about those who are forced to flee
their homes. Even the holy family in

(continued from page 2)
Sunday, February 9
8:30 and 11:00 a.m.;
Education at 9:45 a.m.
“God’s Promise of
Guidance”
Matthew 5:13-20
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper
Sunday, February 16
8:30 and 11:00 AM Worship
“Life on the Vine”

the early pages of the New Testament
were forced to flee to Egypt. Karen
Gonzales, herself an immigrant, shares
the gripping story of her own migration in this book.
Chapel Class
February 2
No Education
February 9
“Depression and Anxiety in Youth and
Children”
Jenna Nienhuis
Many students today experience distress in their mental health and emotional well-being. Jenna, a psychotherapist practicing in Holland, will help
the class understand how to recognize
and respond to depression and anxiety
in the youth around them.

Feb. 16 & 23
“A Brief History of Disputes in Marriage”
Linda Walvoord deVelder
Marriage was never a subject without
dispute. The developing Christian
church gave new shape to ancient disputes they inherited from Greek, Roman, and early Christian “fathers.” Disputes included differing views of the
body, the superiority of marriage or
chastity, the headship of husbands
over wives, the rights of parents or
church to forbid a marriage, the concept of “true love” in romance, the
status of widows, the appropriateness
of interracial marriage, interfaith marriage, and divorce, and finally, the
meaning of the vows. Linda is a member of TRC.

Dr. Philip Kenneson, Associate Dean for
the School of Bible and Ministry
Milligan College in Tennessee
Lenten Book Discussion based on the
book, Life on the Vine: Cultivating the
Fruit of the Spirit in Christian Community.
Sunday, February 23
Transfiguration Sunday
“God’s Promises on the
Mountaintop and the Hill-top”
Matthew 17:1-9
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Finance Report
By Jeff Beird, Treasurer
Strong year-end giving propelled us to
a favorable budget performance again
in 2019.
Despite a budget deficit of $67,000, as
of November 30, we finished the year
with a budget surplus of about
$35,000. This compares with the approved budget which projected an operating deficit of $50,000. While the
numbers are not yet final, the favorable swing amounts to approximately
$85,000.
In the 11-day period between December 20 and December 31, the congregation contributed more than
$170,000. This, combined with your
contributions earlier in the month, re-

sulted in contributions totaling more
than $280,000 for the month of December.
Expenses exceeded budget by 2.0%
with overages in the areas of Outreach, Fellowship and Physical Plant
expenses totaling $64,200 but offset
by savings of $27,000 in all other
budget categories. This includes
transfers to our reserves of $60,000
as called for in the approved budget.
The Stewardship Committee has
agreed to apply $30,000 of the 2019
surplus to our reserve accounts and
hold back the remaining $5,000 to
cover adjustments that may result
from our outside audit which is currently being scheduled. This welcome
addition to our reserve accounts will
provide a bit of a cushion for the approximately
$285,000 in facility
improvement
planned for the
next 18 months.

We also experienced significant
growth in our endowment accounts
due to strong performance in the equity markets. The balance in the Mission Memorial Fund grew 19.7% and
now stands at $612,000. The Future
Fund balance, which includes the
Youth Mission Fund, grew 20.7% and
ended the year with a balance of
$553,000.
The numbers reported above may
change a bit over the next several
weeks as we complete the outside
audit and finalize our 2019 expenses.
However, I do not anticipate significant adjustments.
Overall, I would report another strong
financial performance for Third
Church during 2019. We are thankful
for the conscientious work of our staff
and for your generous contributions
and support.
As always, if you have any questions,
please do not hesitate to contact me.

Youth News

these illustrations and teachings
from Jesus can teach us today!
By Hunter Brumels
Growing in our understanding
of Jesus teaching through the
January Youth Series
parables showed how applicaLet’s Go!
ble Jesus’s teaching is even today! Please continue to pray for
Let’s go! It is the beginning of a new
year, and youth programming is back the youth of Third Reformed
again! We are glad to be meeting once Church! Your prayers and support are
much appreciated!
again after a splendid Christmas
break! We are excited for another
Middle School:
great semester filled with community,
food, and faith! In January we focused Middle School Youth Group - Wednesdays 6:15 to 7:30 p.m.
on the parables of Jesus, and what

High School:
High School Youth Group - Sunday
Nights 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.
Sunday Education Hour:
Sunday Mornings 9:40 to 10:40 a.m.
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(continued from page 1)

ary 16, we welcome Dr. Philip
Our congregation has done some
Kenneson, author
significant work in establishing
of Life on the Vine,
partnerships with Lubna and the
our designated
United Church of Pakistan, and we
Lenten study book
have collaborated with Angel’s
for this year. Dr.
brother, Samuel, and Frontera de
Kenneson comes
Gracia Church on the U.S. Mexican
highly recommended as both a
border. We are modeling a global
speaker and an author.
awareness with local implementation. I am hoping to bring further
The All-Church Retreat takes place
ideas back to the congregation.
on the weekend of March 6-8 on
We are on the cutting edge of mis- the theme of “Up, In, and Out.”
sion in the 21st century. Five mem- The speakers will come from our
bers of our congregation will be
discipleship group that has done
present for the conference. And
training in Colorado. This is a fun
planning continues for two border weekend that builds significant retrips to Mexico in the summer of
lationships.
2020.
While we are doing some great
In the first quarter of 2020, we will work cross-culturally in our neighdo some maintenance to the sanc- borhood through our Wednesday
tuary in terms of replacing the car- night program which began again
pet and having a more uniform
on January 15, we are also intenlighting in the sanctuary using the tionally working on the theme of
present lighting fixtures. Our Vice- discipleship. Even in Holland, MI,
President Dale Dykema will comwe are living in a post-Christian somunicate to the congregation as
ciety, and we need to develop inplans become more firm.
tentionality as disciples of Jesus
that can sustain us in a much more
In February, we will welcome again
secular society than many of us
the Northwestern College Drama
have been accustomed.
Ministries on Sunday, February 2.
The Celebration of the Lord’s Table Some members of the congregawill be adjusted to the second Sun- tion have been asking about the
day of February. To accommodate Reformed Church General Synod
the group getting back to Iowa that this summer in northwest Iowa in
night, we will have just one service which the future of the denominaat 10 a.m. Then on Sunday, Febru- tion will be decided. As many

know, our denomination has been
going through some of the same
discernment and conflict over issues of sexuality as other
Protestant denominations. Stay
tuned for a coming date in the
chapel class with Dan Griswold, our
classis coordinator, who should be
able to share about the upcoming
synod.
We know that we are living in a
rapidly changing world which leads
a local congregation like our own
to discern what is abiding and what
new things God is calling us to do.
For this time when I turn the page
to January 2020, I like a new hymn
in our hymnbook which we have
begun to learn:
Come away from
the rush and hurry
to the stillness of God’s peace;
From our vain ambition’s worry,
come to Christ to find release.
Come away from noise and clamor,
life’s demand and frenzied pace;
Come to join the people
gathered here
to seek and find God’s grace.
—Come Away from Rush & Hurry,
Words by Marva Dawn; music by
Natalie Sleeth
©Hope Publishing, 2011
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Living Green

straws. I tend to wear my beverage if I
don't use one but plastic straws are
By Mark Faga
terrible for the planet. So if paper
straws aren't your thing, plastic or
Having just finished packing up the
metal straws are a wonderful solution
Christmas decorations I'm feeling a
little mellow. But I would be amiss if I but need to be cleaned. The brush kit
didn't remind you all that just because comes with 3 different size brushes to
fit any size straw allowing you to clean
the decorations have come down,
Christmas isn't over. Christ was born and re-use at will.
to tell us and to show us how to love
3 - The Holikme 8 piece drill brush
and as long as we love Him and love
attachment set. I know it's not Christeach other Christmas will always be
mas anymore but what better way to
here.
clean corners and grout and much
So how do we love Him and each oth- more than to whip out your drill and
er? Well....one of the ways is to take clean away. With this option you may
even get volunteers to help clean.
care of His planet. The one we call

ly kind of bad. According to Carolyn
Jacob, an M.D. in Chicago, hot water
makes pores dilate and release moisture. So taking a hot shower can dry
you out and with winter upon us your
skin may already be on the parched
side. She recommends to keep your
shower short, cooler and to use a
cleanser with ceramides - lipids that
help form a barrier so skin can retain
moisture - such as CeraVe Hydrating
body wash. And once you step out
she also says to use a moisturizer to
lock in moisture, like Aveno skin relief,
while your skin is still damp. Besides
the damaging effects to your skin, a
hot shower even with an exhaust fan
home. You see, Living Green should
Now for #9 on the Green America list running can damage your walls. Moisalways be about loving the earth and
ture build up on the walls is a breeding
of things to never buy again.
each other. If we take care of our
ground for mold and mildew. So proConventional cleaners......this may be
planet it will take care of us and be
tect yourself and protect your batha tough one but if you can break away
here for our children and grandchilroom by dropping that water temp.
from the possibly dangerous VOC's
dren. That is one way that we can
(volatile organic compounds) that get That's all for now. A little info on
love Christ and each other.
released into your home that are bad some super fun cleaning tools, someThis month let's start out with a few
thing you should begin to weed out of
for you and the ozone you
things to help us clean and clean
your cleaning regime and a little adshould. Options include non toxic,
safely.
vegetable based, biodegradable clean- vice from a Dr. in Chicago to help your
skin, your bathroom walls and your
ers. Your best is to make your own
1 - The blade brush. I clean quite a
wallet. So keep plugging away at lovwhich we will talk more next month.
few knives on a regular basis and I'm
ing you, loving God and loving each
sure if OSHA watched how I clean
And one more thing before we close
other and we'll save this planet for
them they would not be very hapfor the month. How many of you like
future generations to love.
py. This brush wraps around the knife
to bask in the warmth of a hot showallowing you to safely clean the blade
er? If you're like everyone in my famiwithout any danger to your digits.
ly (with the exception of me) you
2 - The drinking straw cleaning brush do. But according to the HGTV magazine article, "how bad is it?" it's actualkit. If you're like me, you love your

“Do something wonderful; people may imitate it.”
―Albert Schweitzer
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Children’s Ministries
LIFT Children’s Program
Winter 2020

“Agents in Action”
This winter the children of
LIFT (Life In Faith Together) are continuing to
study God’s word and do “secret” missions for
God. These missions not only teach us what
God’s Word says to us, but give us the chance
to live out this Word in our daily lives! Don’t miss
the fun! Wednesdays this winter: 5:30-Dinner;
6:00-Community Praise; 6:15-7:30-program.

Special Upcoming LIFT Events

Let’s Think Summer and Camping!
Although the snow is still flying, it is now
time to start planning for summer and this
means, summer camps! Christian camps provide a wonderful way for children to learn more
about their faith and grow deeper in their relationship with God. Third Church takes seriously
it’s commitment to the children and youth of our
congregation and believes strongly in the benefit of the Christian camp experience. Therefore,
the Church will pay up to 50% of the fee (up to
$250) for your child to attend a Christian camp.
Please contact the church office for the Camp
Voucher code when registering your child for
summer camp. Happy camping!

Wednesday, February 19
Swimming Event
at Holland Aquatic Center

Wednesday, March 4
Annual Talent Show
for All Children (6:45-7:30 p.m.)
Everyone is invited to join us!
If you have any questions about our Children’s
Wednesday evening program, feel free to contact
Joyce Fry at (joycefry@trcholland.org)

2020 All Church
Intergenerational Retreat
March 6-8
Camp Geneva,
Holland, MI
This event is a wonderful chance for families and
children to connect and enjoy fun, faith and fellowship together. Lots of kid friendly activities
throughout the weekend.
(And no cooking or dishes for the grown-ups!)

Won’t you join us? Sign up today!

Our Offerings to God
The children of Third Reformed Church
have been growing in their faith this
year. As part of their faith response to
God’s love for them, they are now participating in these special mission projects.
Sunday School Offerings: The children’s Sunday
School classes have chosen two RCA “Gift of Hope”
mission projects: Animals for economic development for impoverished families and Education to
help children get access to a better future. Our goal
is to raise enough money to provide 4 chickens, 2
goats and at least 4 months of education for a child.
You can help the children reach their goal by donating and/or supporting the “Bake Sale Give-Away”
later this winter. (More information about this will be
coming soon.)
Worship Center Offerings: Our Worship Center
offerings will once again go towards supplying materials and leadership training for “Children and Worship” centers in Japan, Mexico and South Africa.
Partnering with several RCA missionaries working in
these countries, it is our hope that more children will
come to know the love of Jesus, through the
“Children and Worship International program”.
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Third Reformed Church Women’s Ministries
By Carol Cox & Marj Hoekstra
Thank you to everyone who donated
items to the Giving Tree during the
Christmas season! Your generosity
was very much appreciated by the
Community Action House as they
were able to serve many families in
our area.
Also, a big thank you to our holiday
decorating committee, Sunny Boeve,
Barb Moreau, Elaine Tanis, and Kathy
Van Tubbergen, who with help from
Ron Boeve, Roger DeYoung and Mark
Faga decorated our church with
Christmas trees, 25 poinsettia plants,

wreaths, ribbons, bows, candles and
lights for the holiday season. Inside
and out our church was decorated
beautifully and added to our worship
services and activities as we celebrated the birth of the Christ Child.

will be able to pick them at the church
office with a check made out to “Third
Reformed Church Women’s Ministries.” Artists include: Betty Balk,
Mark Bonnette, Cathy Dykema, Nella
Kennedy, Scott Millen, Jen Ruiter, Joel
Schoon-Tanis, and Kathy Van TubberKathy Van Tubbergen has organized a gen.
new set of greeting cards by artists in
our congregation: 2.25” x 5.5”
As we begin a new year, please congreeting cards with artwork by Third sider joining one of our Bible Study
Reformed artists at $.50 each. Place
groups. All women are invited to be a
an order to Kathy at
part of Women’s Ministries.
kvt_art@icloud.com. State how many
of each number you would like. You

Lenten Prayer
Vigil

Technology &
Communication

ly useful tool. If you need help with
putting Shelby Next on your mobile
phone or computer, Kristen in the
church office can help you. Also
By Pastor Kent
Jeannette Beagley from our commuAs we introduce the new members in nications team has been doing indithe newsletter, you will find all advidual training for members.
dresses, phone numbers, and emails
Almost every week, we post pictures
of our new and existing members of
of worship and other ministry events
our church through our on-line memon our church Facebook site. We
bership directory called Shelby Next.
encourage you to go into Facebook
This is part of the changing world we
and search for Third Reformed
live in. I was at first skeptical of doChurch Holland. And of course our
ing our membership directory this
web page for more information is
way, but I have found it an immensewww.trcholland.org.

This year the Lenten Prayer Vigil
will be held on Saturday, February
29 from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
There will be a sign-up sheet in
the Gathering Place starting February 2 where you can sign up for
1/2 hour time slot. Or you can
come at any time during the 12
hour vigil. We will have a greeter
at the Pine Ave. entrance and at
the parking lot entrance. Families
or small groups are welcome.
There will be prayer materials
available for all age groups. This
will be a time for expectant listening and communicating with God.
If you have any comments or suggestions, please call Jane Dalman,
393-2000 or Lucille Schroeder at
392-3478.
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Meeting our New Members
By Pastor Kent
Jay and Carol Carpenter:
Jay and Carol have been worshiping
with us at Third Reformed Church for
three or four years. Their former pastor was Carl Folkert, so they know
Carl and Barb. We are delighted that
they have made Third Reformed
Church their home church. You may
see Carol working at the local grocery
store, and Jay is employed by LG
Chem. They have two grown adult
children who live out of state.

David Colwell and Mary Ann Quick:
They are trail blazers in combining
professions and marriage. They both
worked for many years in marketing
which they indicate is a young person’s profession. They previously
worshiped in the Episcopal tradition
but have also experienced a number
of Christian traditions including Baptist and Roman Catholic. Our hope
and wish is that Third Reformed
Church can be a good congregation

for worship and fellowship. Dave and
Mary Ann are currently in a warmer
place and will return in the early
spring.
Lou and Susan Ehrhardt:
Currently Lou and Susan are in a
warmer climate. They were invited by
Jane Snyder who got to know Lou and
Susan in the winter community where
they resided. Jane invited them not
only to Holland but Third Reformed
Church. Lou and Susan were recently
married. They have been involved
with Stephen Ministry with their
church in the south. They have related to the Presbyterian tradition and
find our worship and community life
similar to the Presbyterian Church.
We look forward to welcoming Lou
and Susan back with us in the spring.

land Tulip Time and Mark sells ambulances to various municipalities.
Judy Hunt:
Judy and Charles Hunt are recent
newlyweds, married at Third Church
on a Wednesday afternoon in the
sanctuary this fall. We rejoice that
they have been led to make Third
Church their home church. Judy has
lived in Holland her entire life. She
has demonstrated not only great care
and compassion caring for her former
husband, but the ability to make adjustments and begin a new life with
Charles.

Mark and Lauren Genzink and their
Son Jackson:
Mark and Lauren just had a son Jack- (continued on page 10)
son born to them. He was baptized at
Third Reformed Church on Sunday,
January 19 by Jackson’s grandfather,
Roger Nelson. Lauren works for Hol-
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Thank You
Dear Third Members,

notes and prayers I received during
my recent illness. What a wonderful
community of saints TRC is!

We were just blessed with several
choir members who sang Christmas
carols to us at our dinner table. How
Thank you all,
wonderful! I thought this would never Sarah Unzicker
be done for us.
Dear Third Church Family,
Thank you,
Many thanks first for the holiday
Lois Jalving
Mindings. Also, we appreciated the
The gift on Mindings Sunday was such Christmas carolers. They lift our spira thoughtful piece and reminded me
its. We are thankful for the hospital
of the many blessings of the past year. visits by Pastors Kama, Kent, Janelle
and Amanda and also our parish helpRuby Thome
er Jane Dalman, who brought the
lovely prayer shawl. It keeps Gus
There are no words to describe the
encouragement and healing I received warm and cozy.
from all of the loving and caring cards,

(continued from page 9)
Ralph and Jasmine Leal: and their
children Isaih (15), Fabian (10), Savannah (9), Layla (8), Adriana (7), Nathan (5)
What a joy to celebrate the baptism of
seven family members on Sunday, December 8 during the 11:00 a.m. worship service! We welcomed Ralph, the
father on reaffirmation of faith; Jas-

mine on profession of faith and adult
baptism; Isaih on profession of faith;
and then each of the children through
child baptism. Ralph and Jasmine are
busy parents! With the exception of
Isaih who goes to Holland High School,
all the children go to Vanderbilt Charter Academy right across the street
from their home on 16th Street. Jasmine has learned knitting with the
women on Wednesday night, and
Ralph can fix just about anything.
Those of us who mentor at Vanderbilt
through Kids Hope have loved the
greetings we have received from the
Leal children.

Also, the cards and prayers are appreciated.
Gus and Barb Feenstra

The Fellowship Committee would like
to thank all the cookie bakers for the
wonderful variety of cookies for our
holiday events. We are grateful for
your time and efforts to provide treats
during the busy holiday season. We
are truly blessed by this congregation.

Kathy Ludeman:
Kathy moved to Holland from Toledo,
OH where she was an educator for
many years. Kathy has related to the
Lutheran tradition and values the liturgy of Third Reformed Church. Kathy
was invited to Third Church by Gerry
and Nina Albers who are acting as
sponsors. I note that Kathy has already
been involved in one of the Women’s
Ministry Bible studies.
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CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
Address/Phone Changes
Ken Koning, 400 Parkside Dr. #110, Zeeland, MI 49464
Jeff & Lori Maatman, 12164-6 Northpointe Ln., Holland, MI 49424

Sympathy to
the family and friends of Eleanor Hoffman who died on November 22.
Ken Koning in the death of his brother-in-law, Herbert Ottens, on December 27.
El Slenk in the death of his wife, Jill, on January 8.
Charles and Judy Hunt in the death of Charles’ sister, Lynn Hunt, on January 13 in Whidbey Island, WA.
Mark and Cindy Hiskes in the death of Mark’s sister, Evelyn Verhey, on January 15 in Auburndale, FL.
Carol Seidelman, Karen and Ken Porter, Kris Porter and Kate, Aaron, Lyla, and Charley Dowling, in the death of their
husband, father, and grandfather, Walt Seidelman, on January 25.

Pray for
Mike Van Doornik
Win Kooiker
Marcella Lee
Mary Boersen
Ken Koning
Shirley Hoksbergen
Betty Maier
Gus Feenstra
Sarah Unzicker
Abigail Zoerman-Yates
Reno Lamania
Sally Versendaal
Milly Ten Brink
Duane Booi

12 | 3rd Generation February Newsletter | A Publication of Third Reformed Church
Third Reformed Church
111 West 13th Street
Holland, MI 49423
616-392-1459
CareLine: 393-5574
www.trcholland.org

non-profit org.
u.s. postage
paid
Holland, MI 49423
Permit #17

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

volume 25 number 10

