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Pastor’s Column 

Kent Fry 

The new hymnbook, Lift up Your Hearts, 

has a hymn that we have already learned 

as a congregation.  In fact, Mary Van 

Voorst first taught the song to our Chil-

dren’s choirs and it became one of our 

bridge songs as the children taught the 

rest of the worshiping congregation.  We 

just haven’t been that flashy about 

something being a new song that bridges 

the generations.  The song is entitled, 

“Christ, Be Our Light”  The second verse 

can act as a symbol of our Advent and Christmas worship this year.  

Verse two goes like this: 

 Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 

 Longing for hope, many despair.   

 Your word alone has power to save us. 

 Make us your living voice. 

If in our 150th year  Third Reformed Church exists in a more hostile envi-

ronment to faith and the good news of Jesus Christ, it can be a creative 

and challenging time for Advent and Christmas worship in the sanctuary 

and as we gather around the Advent wreath and light the candles in our 

homes.  A prayer in our new hymnbook goes like this: 

How grateful we are for the privilege  of your call 

To us to reflect this warmth and light  

as mirrors of your grace. 

May we reflect this light so that many will see it 

And bring praise to you, the true light of the world.  Amen. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Holiday Office Schedule 
The church office will be closed at noon on Friday, December 22 
and 29 and closed on Mondays, December 25 and January 1. 
 

Upcoming Events at Third 
Sunday, December 10, Choir Carol Service, 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday, December 17, Christmas Caroling & Pizza Dinner, 4:00 p.m. 

Sundays, December 24 & 31, One service at 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday, December 24, Christmas Eve, services at 5:00 & 11:00 p.m.  

Notes on the 
New Third Re-
formed Church 
Web Site 
 
We do have a new church web site.  

One of the main reasons for the shift 

to the new web site was developed is 

that since the previous web site in 

2010, many are now using mobile 

phones.  The previous web site did not 

adequately engage a mobile phone 

world.  You can find the new web site 

at www.trcholland.org or google Third 

Reformed Church, Holland. 

There have been some transitions and 

adjustments with the new web site.  

We hope to post cancellations and 

weekly activities on the home page 

each week.  We will most likely, in the 

winter, post any cancellations more 

quickly on the web site rather than 

other information mediums.   

A number of members of the congre-

gation have been asking  how to ac-

cess the video of the worship service: 

-On the home page go to Media in the 

brown strip at the top, click on. 

-Then scroll down on the media page 

and click on the video. 

Some have been wanting to access 

the bulletin or the sermons in a PDF 

format. 

This can be found in Media. 

Below the video for each week, there 

is a strip marked “Resources” 

Click on box marked resources, and a 

number of different worship re-

sources are available including the 

bulletin, and a PDF version of the ser-

mon. Bulletins will not be available 

until Monday. 

Newsletters are at the bottom of the 

Media page. 

http://www.trcholland.org
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Bible Study, led by Amanda Dykhouse, 

meets  each week in room 22 on the 

lower level. This  semester the study is 

focused on Hebrews. Beginning in Jan-

uary the study will be focused on Job. 

Adult Spiritual Formation Class will 

meet each Sunday morning in the Cen-

tennial Room on the lower level. This 

class is participatory, experiential and 

rooted in scripture as we talk about 

ways we practically live out our faith 

in Christ. 

Chapel Class 

December 3 

“Angels We Have Seen on High” 

Nella Kennedy  

Nella will trace the development of 

angels, as we know them through art. 

December 10 

“Angels in the Bible” 

Bob Van Voorst 

Our impression of angels can easily be 

formed through stories and current 

culture. Hear what the Bible says 

about angels. 

No adult education Dec. 17, 24, & 31 

January 7, 14 

“Nature and the Old Testament 

Worldview of Priests” 

Barry Bandstra 

January 21, 28 

“Post-Election Update” 

David Ryden 

We are a year into President Trump’s 

administration. What do we need to 

know? 

 

Adult Education 
 

Adult Education classes begin at 9:40 a.m. 

Growing Young 
By Dale Dykema 

 

For the past year the governing elders 

have been reading and discussing the 

book, Growing Young, a report of re-

search on congregational life by the 

Fuller Youth Institute at Fuller Theo-

logical Seminary.   

Part of the impetus for this study is 

the fact that almost 1 of every 2 mem-

bers on our church rolls is over 60, 1 in 

3 is over 70, and 1 in 5 is over 80.  

Some will say that without historical 

statistics, this does not bespeak a 

trend. Others will say that we have 

always been an “older” church and we 

should be content with that. However, 

it is the opinion of the governing el-

ders that, going forward, one of our 

priorities must be to attract, and, even 

more importantly, retain young fami-

lies and youth.   

We have all taken the vow at each 

baptism to participate in the spiritual 

growth of each child.  Yet we hear so 

many parents speak of their older chil-

dren who no longer attend church or 

even profess to believe.  This book 

offers insight into how we can more 

effectively participate in the lives of 

the children of our congregation.  

There are 6 main points to the book.  

By the way, if you wish to read the 

book, copies are available in the 

church office and/or library. 

First is to “unlock keychain leader-

ship”.  This means to empower mem-

bers of the staff, leadership, and con-

gregation to incorporate people into 

the life of the church.  An example in 

our church is the initiative taken by 

those responsible for scheduling ush-

ers and offering takers to involve 

young people.  Another is that, when 

they asked, these participants were 

supplied with permanent name tags 

just like those given to staff and con-

sistory.  Older congregants may be 

asked to participate in the life of the 

youth in mentoring, intergenerational 

retreats, or Kids Hope. 

Second is to “empathize with today’s 

youth.”  The life of a teen today is 

nothing like my life as a teen.  And yet, 

the underlying stresses of questions 

such as, “Who am I?”, Where do I fit 

in?”, and “What difference do I 

make?” are the same.  When was the 

last time you discussed such a ques-

tion with a young person and told 

them of your journey?   

Third is “Take Jesus’ message serious-

ly”.   

(continued on page 10) 
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At the beginning of the final fiscal 

quarter of the year, our overall finan-

cial performance is slightly ahead of 

budget and well ahead of 2016.  If you 

exclude special gifts and reserve ac-

count activity – such as the housing 

mission – then our performance rela-

tive to budget, and to 2016 remains 

favorable. 

Of the 9 expense accounts we track, 

only the Worship account is exceeding 

the budgeted amount through the 

first 10 months.  This is not much of a 

concern to me as it’s a very small per-

centage of our overall budget and 

budgeting can be an imperfect science 

- especially if you’re celebrating your 

150th birthday. 

In 2016, we received about 25% of our 

total operating income during the final 

months of November and December.  

It is probably unrealistic to think that 

we will experience that same pattern 

again in 2017.  But we will need to see 

an increase in giving over what has 

occurred during the first 10 months of 

the year to hit our budget targets.  

Please keep Third in mind as you con-

sider your year-end gifts. 

I also would like to inform you that we 

made our final debt payment related 

to our energy efficiency upgrade pro-

ject this past month.  Except for cur-

rent payables, the balance sheet 

shows ZERO debt for the first time, in 

a long time.  I think debt financing can 

be very useful in certain situations, but 

it also feels kind of nice to be debt 

free for a while. 

Equally important to Third are your 

giving plans for 2018.  If you have not 

done so already, please return your 

Faith Promise for 2018 to the church 

office.  This light blue card was provid-

ed with your pledge envelopes on 

Stewardship Sunday and its comple-

tion will give us a better idea of your 

giving plans for next year. 

We are currently on track to finish 

2017 in solid financial shape as long as 

we stay committed to our historical 

giving patterns which have shown con-

sistent and generous increases in giv-

ing levels during the final 6 weeks of 

the year.   

If you would like additional infor-

mation or have any questions, contact 

me.  

Finance Report 
By Jeff Beird, Treasurer 

 

Women’s  
Ministries  
By Betty Voskuil & Gretchen Mun-

roe, Co-Presidents 

Third Reformed women continue their 

ministries of service to friends, family, 

and church members in a variety of 

ways.  Some women bake cakes for 

Hope College students (194 cakes or 

brownies baked this semester com-

pared to the average 150).  Others 

serve at funerals and receptions while 

still more provide food, fellowship, 

and affordable baby items in an at-

mosphere of loving support at Break-

fast with Baby.  Our seven Bible study 

groups regularly remember shut-ins 

and mission personnel.  We would 

love to have any women at Third join 

us in any of these efforts! 

There is another opportunity for eve-

ryone to support in this season of giv-

ing.  We have installed a "giving tree" 

in the Gathering Place to receive your 

gifts of mittens, scarves and under-

wear for those in need of these items 

in our community during the cold 

months of winter.  Let's continue to 

reach out to others in gratitude for 

the wonderful gift of grace received 

through that blessed baby born in 

Bethlehem. 
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Snowbirds 
Please call, 392-1459, or e-mail, 

office@trcholland.org, to let the 

church staff know what your winter 

address is so we can keep in touch 

with you while you are gone. 

Blessings in Christ! 

Support and attendance has been 

strong at scheduled events to com-

memorate our church’s 150th Anniver-

sary Celebration.  On the afternoon of 

November 12, we enjoyed Organist 

Kevin Vaughn’s guest performance at 

the 20th Annual Rietberg Organ Con-

cert as well as the evening dialogue 

between Japanese Artist Makoto Fuji-

mura and church member Jeff Munroe 

as part of The Big Read initiative.   

Celebration continues with three 

events in December and January.  On 

Sunday evening, December 10, at 6:00 

pm, church worship includes the annu-

al “Lessons and Carols Service.”  Rec-

ords in our archives reveal that Third 

Church has had Christmas carol ser-

vices for over sixty years. The “Lessons 

and Carols Service” combines multiple 

readings from the Bible with choral 

hymns; together they share the stories 

of the fall of humanity, the promise of 

the Messiah, and the birth of Jesus.  

This year, the annual event provides 

beauty and reflection with selections 

chosen from previous decades of wor-

ship. We anticipate another wonderful 

experience with this year’s 

Advent celebrations.     

On Sunday morning, January 

7, the Rev. Steve Stam, one of 

our former pastors who served Third 

from 1992 - 2005, is our guest preach-

er at both morning worship services. 

The day is designated as “Recognition 

Sunday”, a day when we acknowledge 

some special Third Church members.     

On Sunday afternoon, January 21, at 

4:00 pm church members of all gener-

ations are invited to participate in a 

collaborative work of visual art, led by 

Joel Schoon Tanis and his team.  The 

150th Anniversary Committee commis-

sioned this art work and its installa-

tion.  The evening will also be an inter-

generational opportunity to explore a 

variety of art forms as attendees move 

about to different stations. The prac-

tice of adults and youth meeting on 

Sunday evenings finds its roots with 

programs initiated by the Rev. Mark 

Walvoord (a member of the 

“150th Anniversary Committee”), who 

arrived in 1967. Written in The Ameri-

canization of a Congregation, Elton 

Bruin’s history of Third Church is: “For 

children in grades one through six, a 

Sunday evening session of church 

school was inaugurated at 5 p.m., and 

the evening worship service moved 

from 7 p.m. to 5 p.m. to accommodate 

the new program and younger fami-

lies. The youth groups were also 

scheduled to meet at 5 p.m., and a 

once-a-month family service was es-

tablished for evening wor-

shipers.” (Bruins 114). Please join us 

on January 21 to contribute in creating 

a work of visual art that will be dis-

played within our church. A pizza sup-

per will be provided. 

With the events of music, visual art, 

and corporate worship, the Anniver-

sary Committee invites you to cele-

brate together the promise of Christ’s 

birth, God’s gift to the world:  “For 

unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son 

is given.” 

 

150th Anniversary  
By Greg Dykhouse 
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Children’s Ministries 

Children and Youth Christmas Program 
and Educational Open House 

       

  Come and celebrate the joy of Christmas with 
the children and youth of Third Church.  On Sun-
day, December 17 at 9:45 a.m., the children and 
youth in our educational ministries will be pre-
senting a special Christmas program of carols, 
scripture, songs sung by the children’s choirs and 
a short play by the Young Disciples, for the con-
gregation to enjoy.    
 

After this program, everyone will be invited to 
an Open House downstairs in the Sunday School 
classes.  Each class will be serving treats and 
sharing about what they have been learning in 
an informal atmosphere. Coffee will be served 
downstairs on this morning to go along with the 
Christmas classroom treats. 

  

 Come support the educational ministries of 
Third Church.  Plan now to be part of this special 
event and experience the 
excitement and joy of Christ-
mas through the eyes of our 
children and youth.   

 

 
 
 

Mark Your Calendars 
 

Sunday, December 17     Christmas Program and  
 Open House 

Sunday, December 24  No Sunday School    

Sunday, December 31  No Sunday School 
    No Worship Centers 

Sunday, Jan. 7, 2018  Sunday School Resumes 
    Worship Centers Resume 

Wednesday, Jan. 17, 2018  LIFT Resumes 

Calling all Young Musicians 
 

 Again this year, as part of our 
Children and Youth Christmas 
program, we are inviting children 
and youth to participate by pre-

senting a “Christmas” musical piece.  If your 
child plays an instrument and would like to 
play during our program, please contact 
Joyce Fry (joycefry@trcholland.org). Please 
include your child’s name, instrument they 
will be playing, the name of the piece that 
they will be sharing, and the approximate 
length/time of their piece.  We look forward 
to celebrating the musical talents of our chil-
dren during this special season of the year. 

LIFT—Life In Faith Together 
 

Begins again on January 17, 2018 
5:30-Dinner; 6:15-7:30 - Program 

 

For all children aged 4-5th Grade 
Invite a friend and join us for another fun  

and faith-filled semester of  
“TruthLab Investigations” 

 
 

Christmas Eve Family Service 
 

 Our Christmas Eve Family service is scheduled 
for Sunday, December 24 at 5:00 p.m.  At this ser-
vice, children are invited to dress in biblical cos-
tumes and be present up front as the scriptures are 
read (It is helpful for children to arrive at 4:45 to 
put on their costume).  This is a fun way for the 
children to participate in this special service.  We 
hope your family will join us if you are in town.   
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Since we are going into Advent, be 

sure to check the library for displays of 

Advent and Christmas books. We have 

books of devotions, things to make 

and do, stories for the season, and 

books with seasonal art. There are 

some good resources if you are called 

upon to do a devotional for a group, 

etc. There is a new book by Max Luca-

do geared for children called The Crip-

pled Lamb. It would be a good read-

together book, especially if a child is 

having a period of feeling left out and 

different. It is a Christmas story.  

In a recent sermon, the book Growing 

Young was mentioned as one the con-

sistory had been working with. There 

is a copy available for check-out in the 

library so if you are curious about the 

newest thinking and strategies for en-

gaging young adults in the life of the 

church, have a look. 

After Christmas is over and you have 

ended the year by returning all your 

over-due books (hint, hint) and you 

are ready to do some serious reading, 

you might like to read Tim Keller's new 

book, Making Sense of God. He calls it 

“an invitation to the skeptical.” He has 

spent his life ministering in New York 

City to young, urban professionals , 

and so has met more than a few skep-

tics along the way. He helps the read-

er see how skeptics think and how 

Christians can walk along with them to 

help them to answer the questions 

they have and to move past some 

faulty assumptions.  

Wishing you a blessed Advent and 

Christmas Season! 

Library Corner 
By Chris Walvoord 

Come one, come all to our Festival 

of the Arts Celebration in honor of 

our 150th anniversary!  

On January 21, 2018, from 4 to 6 

p.m., our very own Joel Schoon 

Tanis will be facilitating our Festival 

of the Arts Celebration. The theme 

is Praise Be to God, and all Third 

Church families are invited to work 

with Joel and a team of artists in 

exploring and having fun with art. 

Featuring various media opportuni-

ties at six stations, the activities are 

designed to include participants of 

all ages. Attendees will have the 

chance to explore new ways of giv-

ing praise through the different art 

forms. In addition to these sta-

tions, we will be creating two 4-

foot by 4-foot collages. The fin-

ished projects will be highlighted 

in Fellowship Hall. 

So mark the date down to come 

and participate.  

There will be no pizza lunch on 

January 21; there will be a pizza 

dinner after the art event. Look for 

sign-up information in the gather-

ing place and online. We hope to 

see you there! 

150th Anniversary Arts  
Celebration 
By Amy Lunn 

Pancake 
Breakfast 
Have you marked it on your calen-

dar? It isn’t that far away and you 

don’t want to forget! On Monday, 

January 1, 2018 the Sunrise Saints 

will be sponsoring the annual Pan-

cake Breakfast. The menu will be 

both buttermilk and gluten free 

pancakes and sausages. We will 

begin serving at 9:30 a.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall with a short, infor-

mal worship to follow. All dona-

tions go to support church mission 

projects. This is a wonderful way 

to start the New Year with your 

Third Reformed Church Family. 

Mark your calendars now and 

don’t forget to be there. 
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Living Green 
By Mark Faga 

Happy Holidays, Feliz Navidad, Merry 

Christmas, Happy New Year.  These 

are the greetings of the season, a sea-

son that brings Christmas music, extra 

food and plenty of shopping. 

With all of that shopping, whether it's 

shipped to a love one or unwrapped 

under the tree, comes plenty of plastic 

wrap. Even when our lives are running 

on normal the wrapping of paper 

products, produce, bread, dry cleaning 

and newspapers is all recyclable. 

I need to be clear here.....Chef con-

tainer does not take plastic bags of 

any kind.  Apparently I was misin-

formed when I told you to combine all 

your shopping bags into one, tie it 

shut and throw it into your yellow re-

cycle bag.  However, that process IS 

correct for the Meijer and Family Fair 

take back program.  This program 

even allows you to return to the store 

similar plastic. This plastic includes 

bags, film and wrap plastic. These 

items include: 

- air pillows (packaging plastic filled 

with air) and bubble wrap (the bub-

bles do not need to be popped) 

- grocery and retail bags (of course) 

labeled #2 & #4 

- case wrap (the plastic around cases 

of water etc) 

- newspaper wrap 

- bread bags (no ties please) 

- produce bags and food storage bags 

(Ziploc) that are clean 

- dry cleaning bags 

- Napkin, paper towel, bathroom tis-

sue and diaper wrap packaging 

A quick note: do not leave store re-

ceipts in your bags when you recycle 

them.  That is the biggest contaminate 

recyclers have. 

 And for those of you that graciously 

donate your time one way or another 

in our kitchen, we do not recycle 

these plastics here at church.  Again, 

these plastics need to go back to Mei-

jer or Family Fair in order to be recy-

cled.  Chef does not take them and 

they will end up in the landfill if we 

send them their way. 

Some housekeeping information… 

- please use the bulletin recycle bins 

for any unwanted bulletins.  However, 

please do not use them for garbage. 

- although Chef does not take plastic 

bags they did say to leave your caps 

on your water bottles. Those lids are 

recyclable along with the bottles. 

And now for "How Bad Is It" from the 

HGTV magazine 

How bad is it to ....pack your dryer 

full?  According to Chris Granger, VP at 

Sears Home Services, air flow is the 

most important factor in drying your 

clothes.  He goes on to say that over-

loading prevents the dryer from circu-

lating air evenly around the drum 

which causes irregular drying patterns 

and wrinkles.  Not only that but it can 

damage the drum, the motor and oth-

er mechanical components by making 

them work harder. Answer: Really 

Bad. 

Also from the HGTV magazine "So 

That's How You...." 

With all the upcoming family gather-

ings and the use of our "good" silver-

ware (if anyone still uses them that is) 

we learn that you can polish that silver 

without silver polish.  WHAT?  Leslie 

Reichert, author of "The Joy of Green 

Cleaning" says to line a baking pan 

with aluminum foil. Bring a pot of vin-

egar-enough to fill your baking pan 

about an inch or two deep-almost to a 

boil, then add a tablespoon of baking 

soda.  Pour the solution into the pan 

then add the silverware.  The solution 

will cause the tarnish on the silver to 

transfer to the foil.  Remove the piec-

es once the tarnish is gone, rinse them 

with cool water and pat dry. 

And finally as we look forward to fami-

ly dinners and the food that is served 

we are asked the question...."when 

you're baking a potato, do you pierce 

it with a fork first?"  I have always 

done this because that's what I was 

taught to do.  But believe it or not, it 

won't explode and will even taste 

better since the moisture we're letting 

out when we pierce it stays in the po-

tato resulting in a more tender potato 

with crunchy skin.  Can't wait to try 

this at home myself. 

Well, that's that.  2017 is coming to a 

close and 2018 is just around the cor-

ner.  God's blessings to you and your 

family as you look back on this past 

year and look forward to the coming 

one. 
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Worship Themes for Sunday 

Morning Worship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Edwin Hicks, “The Peaceable Kingdom” 

Advent 2017 and Epiphany 2018 

We are living in challenging times in the 

midst of our 150th Anniversary.  Third 

Reformed Church has lived through 

challenging times in the past.  We long 

for the “Peaceable Kingdom,” a vision 

of the Prophet Isaiah.  Isaiah is an Ad-

vent kind of book. 

Making use of Edward Hicks’ famous 

painting “The Peaceable Kingdom” 

based on Isaiah 11 and 65 as inspira-

tion, Third Reformed Church member 

Barb Moreau has developed an artistic 

mural that will be added to each Sun-

day morning.   

Christmas Eve is on a Sunday, so we 

will have one service in the morning at 

11:00 a.m.  In the evening, we will have 

our Family Service at 5:00 p.m and the 

Traditional Candlelight Service at 11:00 

p.m..  

First Sunday of Advent:  December 3,  

“Longing for Peace” 

Isaiah 64:1-9; Mark 13:24-27 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

Second Sunday of Advent: December 

10 

“Peace for God’s People” 

Isaiah 40:1-11; Mark 1:1-8 

Welcoming New Members at 8:30 and 

11:00 a.m. 

Service of Lessons and Carols  6:00 p.m.  

Third Sunday of Advent:  December 17 

“Peace for the Earth” 

Isaiah 61:1-4; 8-11; John 1:6-8, 19-28 

8:30 a.m. Communion 

Children and Youth Christmas Program 

at 9:45 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

4:00 p.m. Christmas Caroling for vari-

ous church members who find it hard 

to get to church. 

Fourth Sunday of Advent:  December 

24 in the Morning at 11:00 a.m. only 

“A Perplexing Peace” 

Isaiah 7:10-16; Luke 1:26-38   

Christmas Eve:  December 24 in the 

Evening at 5:00 p.m. Family Service 

and 11:00 p.m. Traditional Candle-

light Service  

“The Peacemaker Comes” 

Isaiah 9:2-7; Luke 2:1-14 

First Sunday after Christmas:  Decem-

ber 31 at 11:00 a.m. only 

“Departing in Peace” 

Isaiah 61:10-62:3; Luke 2:22-40 

Epiphany Sunday:  January 7, 2018  

8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

“The Peaceable Kingdom” 

Isaiah 11:1-10 or Isaiah 60:1-6; Ephe-

sians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

Former Pastor Steve Stam Preaching 

for Recognition Sunday for the 150th 

Anniversary Celebration 

A Series for the Season after Christmas 

to Lent: 

“Developing Disciples and Community 

through Paul’s Letters to the Corinthi-

ans” 

 

The ruins of Corinth 

Sunday, January 14 “Glorifying God 

with Your Body” 

I Corinthians 6:12-20 

Also Psalm 139; I Samuel 3:1-10; John 

1:43-51  

Sunday, January 21 “Family Values and 

Teachings on Marriage” 

I Corinthians 7:29-31 and selected pas-

sages from chapter 7 

Also Psalm 62:5-12; Jonah 3:1-5, 10; 

Mark 1:14-20 

8:30 a.m. Communion 

Sunday, January 28 “Knowledge and 

Love” 

I Corinthians 8:1-13 

Also Psalm 111; Deuteronomy 18:15-

20; Mark 1:21-28 
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(continued from page 3) 

We need to share our deep faith and 

gospel with no need to “water it 

down” to make it palatable.  

Fourth is to “Fuel a warm communi-

ty”.  We need to be warmly receptive 

to those like us, those unlike us, and 

even those far distant in age. Can you 

think of specific ways in which you can 

be welcoming? 

Fifth is to “prioritize young people and 

families everywhere”.  This is being 

done with our youth participation in 

worship services.  Will you do this, 

perhaps by participation in the church 

retreat, or sitting and eating with 

young people on Wednesday evening? 

Sixth is to “be the best neighbor”.  We 

are doing that with our neighborhood 

ministry which will be more evident as 

the year progresses.  Besides the 

neighborhood activities, Angel and 

Janelle Lopez-Koolhaas are leading a 

vibrant new ministry in our church and 

neighborhood. 

I hope that this gives a window into 

the things that your leadership team is 

working on.  Please contact any of the 

elders with your comments. 

 

Worship  
Committee 
By Dennis Gebben 

A statement that has been on our 

Third Reformed Church website for 

more than ten years has proclaimed to 

our members and our community that 

“Our worship will invite and seek to 

include the voices and gifts of all our 

people-no matter their age, tempera-

ment, or education. To be such a con-

gregation, we will broaden our current 

musical styles; plan liturgies and cre-

ate worship environments that ad-

dress all the senses, employ different 

rhythms and movement; and encour-

age the active participation of all wor-

shippers.” 

The congregational forum in the 

Spring of 2015 affirmed that efforts be 

made to make worship at Third more 

accurately reflect the spirit, intent, 

and actuality of that statement. 

Since 2015 Worship Committee and 

staff have introduced incremental 

changes to our worship with the fol-

lowing goals.  

Integrate the biblical theme of each 

service across all the elements of the 

liturgy from the Approach to the Send-

ing, in order to heighten our ability to 

know God more completely with 

heart, mind, and hands. 

Broaden the palette of music that we 

use in worship and education without 

polarizing the congregation into 

camps of traditional and contempo-

rary adherents.  Do this by seeking the 

threads of convergence in musical 

styles.  Threads that resonate the sto-

ry of the Christian journey as experi-

enced across diverse global cultures 

and ages.  

Provide greater opportunity for laity, 

from youth to seniors, to serve in wor-

ship.  Always keeping in mind that God 

is the audience for our worship, not 

we ourselves. 

Try to provide a worship experience 

that speaks to each worshiper where 

they are on the timeline between 

youth and senior.  

Worship Committee would like to hear 

from you on whether the incremental 

changes have been noticeable, are 

supported, and any suggestions and 

thoughts on how we could do better.  

On December 3 and 10, members of 

Worship Committee will be available 

to meet you in the Library after the 

8:30 service and in the Chapel after 

the 11:00 service to hear your com-

ments and answer your questions. 

“Kindness is like snow — it beautifies everything it covers.”  

  —Kahlil Gibran  
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Church Security 
“Be as wise as serpents and gentle as 

doves.”  (the words of our Lord) 

By Pastor Kent Fry and the Church 

Staff 

The recent mass shooting on a Sunday 

morning in a rural community in Texas 

has led almost all congregations in the 

United States to ponder and examine 

security arrangements. As leaders of 

the congregation and the staff we 

would like to share with you some of 

the steps that have been taken or are 

in the process of being taken. 

-In terms of attitude we should 

never say, “This can never happen 

in Holland or at Third Reformed 

Church!”  Yes, we do live in a rela-

tively safe community, and we do 

know each other in the life of our 

church.  Already in the past num-

ber of years we have had some 

security incidences.  A man who 

knifed his girlfriend was at large in 

the neighborhood.  Pastor Kent on 

a Saturday morning alone in the 

church practicing his sermon was 

verbally and physically threat-

ened.   

-In response to real threats and 

potential threats, Roger our 

church administrator, has already 

gone to security training provided 

by Holland police and the Ottawa 

County Sherriff’s Department.  He 

has already reported back to staff 

and specific steps have been tak-

en.  We have been in conversation 

with our insurance company on 

specific security matters. 

-We have instructed staff in the 

case of a threat in the neighbor-

hood to lock the front doors and 

the office doors.  On Sundays once 

the service begins the Pine Ave. 

doors are locked as well as the 

church office.  We have instructed 

our nursery workers to lock the 

nursery doors once the service 

begins on Sunday morning.   

Joyce Fry, our Children’s Director, 

goes out with the children and 

makes sure that all children get to 

the proper location. She (or a des-

ignated substitute) goes down-

stairs near the end of the service 

to notify leaders where we are in 

the service and to facilitate the 

smooth transition of children to 

their parents. 

-A real security concern on 

Wednesday night is children and 

youth walking home when it is 

dark. Staff and volunteers are in-

structed to be near the doors and 

make sure that children are not 

walking home by themselves. 

-During the worship service on 

Sunday, we will have a designated 

deacon who will remain near the 

entrance way into the sanctuary 

from the main Gathering Place to 

alert the congregation in the sanc-

tuary of any danger. 

-And a number of years ago, the 

church installed a security alarm 

system that is activated each night 

and then disarmed in the morn-

ing. Keys to the church building 

are carefully monitored.  

-A Security Team is being formed 

to review all of our security proce-

dures and to recommend further 

steps that need to be taken. Roger 

will convene this team. Andy Zoer-

man, who has training as a first 

responder, will be a part of this 

team and we will have at least 

one deacon on the team.  A man-

ual and checklist provided by our 

insurance company will guide 

their deliberations and plan of 

action. 

-Recent guidance by law officials 

and those who work in the area of 

public security recommend that in 

an active threat or shooting situa-

tion that congregants do not just 

try to hide. Rather those able 

should gang tackle the shooter 

and use physical force to contain 

the assailant. This then requires 

the discernment and thought and 

action of those who are physically 

able to act together. And of 

course simultaneously to an active 

aggressive situation, calls must be 

made to 911. 

Hospitality:  All of the security in-

formation that I have read and in 

discussion with public safety offi-

cials indicate that the positive 

hospitality of the congregation to 

our community, while not an in-

surance against a violent intruder, 

can help to lower the possibility of 

a threat.  I really believe that our 

congregation has developed a 

good reputation in our communi-

ty. For example, recently we re-

ceived an anonymous gift  

(continued on page 13) 
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Many thanks for the pastoral visits 

and for encouragement that they pro-

vided, and for the people of Third Re-

formed Church for their many kind-

nesses during my recovery from sur-

gery. It is wonderful to feel supported 

by such a kind and caring community 

of fellow believers. 

Sincerely, 

Nancy E. Gazan 

Thank you Fellowship Committee for 

the great variety of cookies your 

members baked for the reception 

after the Rietberg Concert. The com-

mittee members used recipes from an 

old Third Church cookbook on file in 

our archives. They even identified the 

cookies by name and informed us of 

the women who submitted the reci-

pes. Good cookies! Great connection 

with our past in this 150th year. 

Thanks so much. 

Elaine Tanis 

When we were down and I mean 

down, our elder Katherine Hunsberger 

sent us a meal fit for kings! First Bob 

had a stroke, couldn’t do anything and 

we were housebound. Then three 

houses in our cul-de-sac had a bad 

back up of raw sewage through our 

basements. Whatever was touched 

was contaminated and had to be 

thrown out. Both of our Christmas 

trees, luggage, family treasures, etc., 

etc., etc. 

All of the adjusters, Servpro workers, 

condo board members and family 

coming and going constantly. In the 

middle of this visiting nurses and ther-

apists were in and out, too. If you 

want to know how bad it was ask 

Katherine-she came across it at its 

worst.  

Kama and Kent called with encourage-

ment and we felt we had a great 

church “family” when we needed it. 

A huge thank you to one and all, 

 Elle and Bob Kuiper 

Thank You 

SAVE THE DATE  
for the LENTEN PRAYER VIGIL 

Date:  Saturday, Feb. 19 

Time:  7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Place: Chapel of TRC 

 

The 150th Anniversary Committee re-

quested that a Prayer Vigil be held 

during Lent to give thanks to God for 

the past, commune with God in the 

present, and seek guidance from Him 

for the future of our church.  There 

will be a sign up sheet in the Gathering 

Place on Sun. Jan 21, 28 and Feb 4 

with 1/2 hour time slots.  You can sign 

up as an individual or a small group 

such as a Bible Study group, Sunday 

School group, or a family group.  All 

ages are welcome.  If you have ques-

tions or comments, please call Lucille 

Schroeder or Jane Dalman. 

All Saints Day Gifts  
were given in memory of 

Rebecca Anne Booi    Irwin J. Brink 

Richard Coffill     Gerald Cox 

Marilyn Franken    William G. Garlough 

Andrew & Kathryn Johnson  Dean Luttikhuizen 

Norman Rieck     Harold John Ritsema  

Janet Tazelaar     Carl Schroeder  

Parents of Bill & Sarah Unzicker  Richard L. VandeBunte   

Mark Van Lare 

You’re Invited 

to the parsonage 

for dessert and a time to visit. 

 

Sunday, January 7 

6:00-8:00 p.m. 
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Birthdays/Anniversaries 
(birthdays 80 years plus/anniversaries 50 years plus) 

Ron & Sunny Boeve  December 7  60 years 

Bob Kuiper    December 8  91 years 

Win Kooiker   December 10  98 years 

Sue Pettinga   December 24  93 years 

Elliot & Elaine Tanis  December 29  58 years  

Sympathy to 
family and friends of Marion Nelson who died on November 23. 

Address/Phone Changes 
Katie & Dayne Jarvis 10550 Knollgate Dr., Holland, MI 49423 

Transferred/Dropped from Rolls 
Greg & Sandy Alspach 

Mike & Jill Monteith 

Dick & Marti Sligh 

Pray for 
Barbara Brink 

Libby Boven 

Nancy Lacy 

Barb Mummert 

Gus Feenstra 

Shirley Hoksbergen 

John Hesselink 

Bob Kuiper 

Martha Beld 

 

Birth 
William Edward Creegan 

(Jennie & Colin) 

November 13  

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 

(continued from page 11) 

in the mail with a hundred dollar 

bill with a note that read, “Thanks 

for all that you are doing in our 

neighborhood for people.” 

-Often the pastors are the ones 

that are most aware of troubled 

people and families. And while 

maintaining confidentiality is im-

portant, the pastors should be 

communicating with the security 

team, the deacons, and if neces-

sary the police about anyone who 

might act out aggressively or vio-

lently.  The pastors have done this 

in the past; often bringing up con-

cerns in the staff meeting and 

sometimes communicating to the 

deacons. 

-The key is safety but also practic-

ing compassion and mercy to peo-

ple in need, and the wisdom and 

guidance of the Holy Spirit to get 

the balance right. 

-Pastor Kent and Kama are key 

ingredients in leading the congre-

gation in taking steps of aware-

ness and action. We cannot sweep 

this issue under the rug. We need 

to be at the center of taking this 

matter seriously. 

-We confess that we belong to 

Jesus Christ in life and in death.  

We could cross the street and be 

hit by a car.  The point is that the 

attitude of our faith in Jesus Christ 

is our ultimate security through-

out our lives. 

These are not easy days for the Chris-

tian Church in our culture.  I believe 

that we can all agree that it is a sad 

day in our culture when we have to 

write about this in a newsletter.  But if 

we keep our eyes open to real or per-

ceived security threats while at the 

same time open our hearts to the 

needs of others, we can continue to 

be the salt of the earth and the light of 

the world.  
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