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“Experiencing God in Advent and Christmas”  
by Pastor Kent Fry 

Our church leadership and discipleship team, which has been to 
Denver a few times for training, has identified in a post-Christian 
culture that we need to especially emphasize discipleship of Jesus 
as a key way of sustaining the Christian faith corporately and indi-
vidually in the midst of our culture and our society.  Some of the 
discussion among the Christian community nationally about how 
to live out faith publicly has gravitated toward James Davidson 
Hunter’s landmark work of over a decade ago, Faithful Presence.  
Rather than withdrawing from the culture, or seeking to be rele-
vant and adopt the ways of the culture, or take over the culture 
through political control, Christians are called to have a faithful 
presence.  But the difficulty with this is finding the spiritual roots 
and sustenance that can sustain Christians in the midst of our 
culture that is now described as post-Christian. 

We have invited Dr. Philip Kenneson from Milligan College, and 
author of the book Life on the Vine, to be the guest preacher in 
February.  Our plan is to use this book for the Lenten small group 
study this year. 

In conjunction with our discipleship team that is just beginning 
their work, we put together a series of messages for the Fall 
drawn from the lectionary, “What Disciples Do.”  Again based on 
lectionary scripture texts this Advent and Christmas , our theme 
is “Experiencing God in Advent and Christmas,” drawing on the 
wells of historic spirituality such as:  discipline, study, patience, 
faithful presence in the world, the experience of God, spiritual 
guidance, and ultimately the knowledge of God. 

Worship planners are conscious that there is a great deal of anxi-
ety about what is going on politically in our national life, and thus 
the sanctuary will be decorated to communicate “All is calm and 
all is bright.”  We will want to draw on the great songs and hymns 
of Advent and Christmas that remind us that the old, old story of 
Jesus and his love can speak into the darkness of our time. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Holiday Office Schedule 
The church office will be closed at noon on December 24 and January 
31 and closed all day on December 25 and January 1. The office will 
also be closed on Monday, January 20 for Martin Luther King Day. 

Upcoming Events at Third 
Sunday, December 1   All-Church Family Advent Workshop  9:45 a.m. 

Sunday, December 15   Children’s Christmas Program, 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday, December 15   Choir Carol Concert  6:00 p.m. 

Sundays , December 22 & 29   One worship service at 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday, December 22   Caroling & Pizza Dinner  4:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, December 24  Christmas Eve Services at 5:00 & 11:00 p.m. 

Advent and Christmas Series:  

“Experiencing God in Advent and 

Christmas” 

Scripture Passages from Year A in the 

Lectionary: 

Worship at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

November and December during what 

we call “the holidays” might seem so 

filled that developing a closer walk 

with God in this season of the year is 

nearly impossible.  But all things are 

possible with God!  Some of the great 

themes of Reformed spirituality ap-

plied to the season of Advent and 

Christmas invite us into  a closer walk 

with God, and even the experience of 

God.  While decorating, cherishing 

family, traveling to be with others, and 

gathering for social events with year-

end celebrations at our places of work 

make this a very full season, may we 

find the greatest gift of the season is 

truly experiencing God. 

Advent One:  Sun., Dec. 1  

“Discipline and the Christian Life” 

Isaiah 2:1-5; *Romans 13:11-14 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

Biblical Example:  Zechariah  

Advent Two:  Sun., Dec. 8 

“Study and Spirituality” 

*Isaiah 11:1-10; Matthew 3:1-12; 

Romans 15:4-13 

Profession of Faith and baptism  

at 11:00 a.m. 

Biblical Example:  Isaiah, the Old Testa-

ment Prophet 

Advent Three: Sun., Dec. 15 

“Patience in Prayer” 

Isaiah 35; James 5:7-10; *Matthew 

11:2-11 

Reception of New Members at 11:00 

a.m. 

Biblical Example:  Anna in Luke 2 

Children’s Christmas Program at 9:45 

AM in the Fellowship Hall 

6:00 p.m. Choir-Carol Service in the 

Sanctuary 

Advent Four:  Sun., Dec. 22 

“Discipleship in the World” 

Isaiah 7:1-10; *Matthew 1:18-25 

Biblical Example:  Joseph--the father of 

Jesus 

Christmas Eve:  Tues., Dec. 24 

5:00 p.m. Family Service; 11:00 p.m. 

Traditional Service 

Silent Night 

“The Experience of God” 

Isaiah 9:2-7; Luke 2:1-20 

Biblical Example:  The shepherds who 

glorified God 

Christmas One:  Sun., Dec. 29 

“Spiritual Guidance:  The Flight into 

Egypt” 

Isaiah 63:7-9; Matthew 2:13-23 

Biblical Example:  the Holy Family rep-

resented by Mary, the mother of Jesus 

Guest Worshipers and Participants,  

Samuel and Zeny Lopez from Mexico 

(continued on page 10) 

 

Advent Wreath Workshop 
Sunday, December 1;   

9:45-10:45 a.m. 
(During our Education Hour)  

 

We will be decorating advent 
wreaths to use at home  

with our families. 
Please sign up in the Gathering 

Place or email Joyce Fry 
(joycefry@trcholland.org), if you 

plan to attend this workshop. 
 

Come join with your church family 
as we prepare our homes and our 
hearts to welcome the Christ Child 

into our lives once again  
this Christmas! 
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The God Who Sees 

A Book Study on Immigrants, the Bi-

ble, and the Journey to Belong 

By Karen Gonzales 

led by Pastor Kent and a team of lead-

ers 

We will meet in the Centennial Room 

on the Lower Level, beginning in Janu-

ary. As we prepare for summer mission 

trips to the border of Mexico and the 

trip led by Joel Schoon Tanis to the 

Middle East, this is a good time to in-

vite all members of our congregation 

to see the world through the eyes of 

immigrants and refugees. We know 

that our nation is grappling with this 

issue.  And there is certainly a place for 

definable borders, safety and security, 

and yet the scriptures and the Chris-

tian tradition also have much to say 

about those who are forced to flee 

their homes.  Even the holy family in 

the early pages of the New Testament 

were forced to flee to Egypt.  Karen 

Gonzales, herself an immigrant, shares 

the gripping story of her own migra-

tion in this book. 

Chapel Class 

December 1 

“Holland’s Stewardship of Water” 

Andrew Reynolds  

Andrew works on the staff of Holland’s 

water treatment plant as a planning 

engineer. His work extends beyond the 

treatment plant to our watershed and 

Lake Macatawa. You will gain a deeper 

understanding of the thought and 

effort that goes into caring for the wa-

ter around us. Andrew is a member of 

TRC. 

December 8  

“New Approaches to Creation Care” 

James Skillen  

James Skillen is an associate professor 

at Calvin College, and a contributor to 

the book, “Beyond Stewardship: New 

Approached to Creation Care,” which 

was published on July 1, 2019. This 

book is intended to equip Christians to 

think more intentionally about the re-

lationship we have with the nonhuman 

creation in which we are embedded. 

Dec. 15, 22, & 29    no education hour  

January 5  

“Exercising Christian Civility in a Polar-

ized World” 

David Ryden 

We live in an increasingly polarized 

world...politically, culturally and reli-

giously. Indeed, our own cities, neigh-

borhoods and faith communities are 

beginning to reflect these divisions. 

This session will explore how we might 

faithfully exercise Christian civility 

even as we maintain fidelity to our 

deepest convictions and beliefs. As 

Christians we hope to model for the 

broader culture a shared commitment 

to the common good.  

January 12 

“The Righteous Mind: Why Good Peo-

ple Are Divided by Politics and Reli-

gion (book review)” 

Bruce Bassett 

Although Bruce holds a degree in 

Mathematics from the University of 

Chicago, he also holds great interest in 

politics, religion, history, government, 

astronomy, and reading. Bruce will 

share what he has learned from this 

book written by Jonathan Haidt. Bruce 

is a member of TRC. 

January 19 

“The History the Second Amendment” 

Fred Johnson 

“A well regulated militia, being neces-

sary to the security of a free State, the 

right of the people to keep and bear 

Arms, “shall not be infringed.” Hope 

College’s associate professor of histo-

ry, Fred Johnson, will help us under-

stand the evolution and various inter-

pretations of his amendment which 

has created considerable debate re-

garding its intended scope. 

January 26, February 2 

“Brief History of Disputes in Mar-

riage” 

Linda Walvoord deVelder 

Marriage was never a subject without 

dispute. The developing Christian 

church gave new shape to ancient dis-

putes they inherited from Greek, Ro-

man, and early Christian “fathers.” Dis-

putes included differing views of the 

body, the superiority of marriage or 

chastity, the headship of husbands 

over wives, the rights of parents or 

church to forbid a marriage, the con-

cept of “true love” in romance, the 

status of widows, the appropriateness 

of interracial marriage, interfaith mar-

riage, and divorce, and finally, the 

meaning of the vows. Linda is a mem-

ber of TRC.    

Adult Education 
 

Adult Education classes begin at 9:45 a.m. 
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The end of October brings us one 

month closer to year-end and budget 

reconciliation.  With 60 days remain-

ing, we are facing a deficit of $88,000.  

This is $38,000 more than planned. 

The good news is that the deficit was 

$147,000 at his time last year, and we 

erased that deficit completely through 

strong year-end giving.  We hope the 

same occurs over the final two months 

of the year. 

Giving during the month of October 

was up about $9,000 compared to 

2018.  For comparison, I note that giv-

ing during October of 2018, trailed 

giving from the same month in 2017 

by $35,000.  I think that is a favorable 

development and could be an early 

predictor of the potential for success 

as we head into the final two months 

of the year. 

On the expense side, we are running 

below budget and just barely above 

2018 levels through 10 months.  With-

in the individual expense accounts, 

only our Physical Plant Expense ap-

pears that it could end significantly 

higher than planned.  This suggests to 

me that the staff is aware of our cur-

rent financial challenge and is working 

hard to help. We have funded our re-

serves each month so far, which is im-

portant given planned capital im-

provements expected over the next 24 

months.   

Our operating reserves are down 

$25,000 compared to last month but 

overall, our reserves are up more than 

$120,00 compared to this time during 

2018. 

We have some work to do but still 

have plenty of time to respond.  We 

have stepped up our communication 

recently in hopes that the congrega-

tion has the information they need to 

help as we have seen them do numer-

ous times in the past. 

In the final weeks of 2019, please con-

sider how you might help and contact 

me with any questions, suggestions or 

requests for additional information. 

Finance Report 
By Jeff Beird, Treasurer 

Youth News 
By Hunter Brumels 

Another Great Year! 

Thank you everyone for another great 

year! As we wrap up, we are thankful 

for an awesome fall with students, 

and look forward to the Christmas 

season and beyond! This past fall we 

have had some great conversations, 

and enjoyed many fun games! Please 

stay tuned for upcoming events! 

Middle School:  

Christmas Party - December 11 @ 6:00 

to 7:30 p.m. 

Middle School Youth Group resumes 

January 15 

High School: 

Christmas Party - 

December 8 @ 7:00 

to 8:30p.m. 

High School Re-

sumes January 12 

Sunday School: 

Resumes January 5 
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Living Green 
By Mark Faga 

Here we are only in the early part of 

November and West Michigan has 

been blanketed in snow, temps have 

dropped to single digit wind chills and 

the kids have already enjoyed their 

first snow day of the season.  Suffice it 

to say that we Michiganders are used 

to this so what else is there to do but 

enjoy it.   

The recent change in weather (and the 

fact that this is a combined Dec./Jan. 

edition)         (continued on page 6)   

 

Consistory 
Notes 
By Dale Dykema 

Thank you!  Thanks to everyone who 

has participated in the 3 “town hall” 

meetings I have had.  The issues raised 

in the last meeting were the subject of 

an hour’s discussion I had with Steve 

Orlow and Pastor Kent.  The observa-

tions of congregants are important to 

me as VP of consistory but are also the 

stimulus for discussions I have with 

other leaders of the congrega-

tion.  Some attendees had the impres-

sion that the meeting was for me to 

share information.  My object really is 

to hear from others what is on their 

hearts and minds regarding Third Re-

formed Church and their views on our 

collective future.  I plan to continue to 

intermittently have such meetings be-

cause I have found the views shared to 

be of value to me and to those in lead-

ership with whom I share what I have 

learned.  Again, thank you to those 

who have participated.  May I see you 

at the next “town hall”?   

This is our 5th program year and we 

are off to a great start with 19 fabu-

lous mentors and their prayer part-

ners. 

 We have 17 mentors from Third 

Church this year: Phil Coray, Carl 

Folkert, Joyce Fry, Kent Fry, Katherine 

Hunsberger, Linda Jacobs, Loretta 

Krieger-Baxter, Lori Maatman, Kath-

leen Miedema, Gretchen Munroe, 

Beverley Rannow, Michael Rannow, 

Dan Rooks, Lucille Schroeder, Dave 

Vanderwel, and Ella Weymon. 

 We have 3 guest mentors from 

other Holland churches: Kara Nguyen, 

Jacquie Sewell, and Linda VanRhee. 

Typically a guest mentor is someone 

who followed their mentee to our 

school. 

 We have 6 of our 19 students 

participating in the Kids Hope NEXT 

program. 

 We began mentoring the first 

full week of October and will go to the 

Friday before Memorial Day Weekend. 

 Each of our mentors has a pray-

er partner praying for them and their 

student. 

 We have 6 wonderful substitute 

mentors including myself. 

 With Hope Church, we put on 4 

activities for Vanderbilt: an elemen-

tary level fun day, a middle school lev-

el field trip, a teacher appreciation 

activity, and the end of year celebra-

tion. Each church is in charge of two of 

these activities. This year, we are re-

sponsible for the middle school field 

trip and the end of year celebration.  

 If you would be interested in 

volunteering in this ministry as a men-

tor, substitute mentor, prayer partner, 

or to help with an activity please con-

tact Beverley Rannow: 

b.rannow@icloud.com , Ph. 616-801-

3190. 

Please continue to pray for this won-

derful program. 

Kids Hope 2019/2020 Program Update 
By Beverley Rannow 

mailto:b.rannow@icloud.com
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Pancake  
Breakfast 
Have you marked it on your calendar? 

It isn’t that far away and you don’t 

want to forget! On Wednesday, Janu-

ary 1, 2020 the Sunrise Saints will be 

sponsoring the annual Pancake Break-

fast. The menu will be both buttermilk 

and gluten free pancakes and sausag-

es. We will begin serving at 9:30 a.m. 

in the Fellowship Hall with a short, 

informal worship to follow. All dona-

tions go to support church mission 

projects. This is a wonderful way to 

start the New Year with your Third 

Reformed Church Family. Mark your 

calendars now and don’t forget to be 

there. 

(continued from page 5)   

has me thinking ahead to the holi-

days.  If you are beginning to think 

about gift ideas and would like to be a 

little more eco-friendly, try these on 

for size.... 

1. Anything cork.  The only thing har-

vested from the cork tree is the bark 

itself so no tree is cut down and the 

tree continues to grow new 

bark.  How awesome is that.  Some 

gift ideas for you include: plate 

chargers, coasters,  wine bottle chill-

ers and bulletin boards.  Remember 

that cork is 100% renewable and recy-

clable. 

2. Socks made from recycled ocean 

plastic.  These socks are made from 

discarded fishing nets (making up 70% 

of our ocean plastic problem) and 

have anti-odor characteristics mean-

ing they only need to be washed eve-

ry 5-10 workouts.  Check them out 

at rockay.com. 

Now to an article from Earth911 that 

talks about the damaging effects of 

pens and pencils. 

Did you know that we Americans toss 

1.6 billion disposable pens each 

year?  Did you know that 8 million 

trees are cut down each year to make 

pencils?  But there are alterna-

tives.  Pens with refillable cartridges, 

biodegradable pens made by Paper-

mate or pencils made out of recycled 

newspaper are some of our choic-

es.  We just need to be in the know so 

we can make decisions based on that 

knowledge. 

Here are some numbers for you to 

chew on..... 

- the United States generates 40% of 

the world's waste 

- the United States throws away 1.6 

billion pens a year 

- one tree makes 170,000 pencils 

- trees help remove pollution from the 

atmosphere 

- a large, full grown tree can provide a 

day's supply of oxygen for 4 people 

- in one year a mature tree will absorb 

more than 48 pounds of CO2 

Something to chew on at the dinner 

table.... 

- What is one thing about caring for 

God's creation you wish you knew 

more about right now?  Why does 

that matter? 

#8 on Green America's never buy 

again list...... 

- teak and mahogany 

According to Green America 27 mil-

lion acres of rain forest is destroyed 

annually.  That compares to the size 

of Ohio.  Rainforests are home to over 

1/2 of the world's wild plant, animal 

and insect species.  Instead, they rec-

ommend looking for Forest Council 

Stewardship wood or better yet, buy 

used or reclaimed. 

Finally, the last two things on HGTV's 

list of How Long do things last? 

Y - Yoga mat.  3 plus years as long as 

it's not stored near a window or in 

your car's trunk.  When it's time for a 

new one think about using the old 

one as a gardening knee rest. 

Z - zit cream.  If you keep it away from 

the humidity of the shower 6-12 

months.  It does have an expiration, 

however, because ingredients like 

benzoyl peroxide can become unsta-

ble past their prime and lead to skin 

irritations. 

So there you have it.  As always I hope 

this information helps you to under-

stand the importance of taking care of 

God's creation, being good stewards 

to what has been entrusted to 

us.  Remember to have conversations 

with your kids on the importance of 

Reducing/Reusing/Recycling as it will 

be their job to take over and educate 

the next generation.  So as we head 

into the holiday season, Happy 

Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas and 

God's blessings to all. 

http://rockay.com/
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Children’s Ministries 

Children and Youth Christmas Program and 
Educational Open House 

       

 Come and celebrate the joy of Christmas with the 
children and youth of Third Church.  On Sunday, De-
cember 15 at 9:45 a.m., the children and youth in 
our educational ministries will be presenting a spe-
cial Christmas program of carols, scripture, songs 
sung by the children’s choirs and a short play per-
formed by the Young Levites for the congregation to 
enjoy.   
 

After this program, everyone will be invited to an 
Open House downstairs in the Sunday School clas-
ses.  Each class will be serving treats and sharing 
about what they have been learning in an informal 
atmosphere.  Coffee will be served downstairs on 
this morning to go along with the Christmas class-
room treats. 
  

 Come support the educational ministries of Third 
Church.  Plan now to be 
part of this special event 
and experience the ex-
citement and joy of 
Christmas through the 
eyes of our children and 

youth.   

 

 

Calling all Young Musicians 
 

 Again this year, as part of our Chil-
dren and Youth Christmas program, 
we are inviting children and youth to 
part ic ipate  by  present ing  a 
“Christmas” musical piece.  If your 

child plays an instrument and would like to play 
during our program, please contact Joyce Fry 
(joycefry@trcholland.org).  Please include your 
child’s name, instrument they will be playing, 
and the name of the piece that they will be shar-
ing.  We look forward to celebrating the musical 
talents of our children during this special season 
of the year. 

LIFT—Life In Faith Together 
 

Begins again on January 15, 2020 
5:30 - Dinner;  6:15-7:30 - Program 

 

For all children aged 4-5th Grade 
Invite a friend and join us for another fun  

and faith-filled semester of “Agents in Action”, 
where we are challenged to live courageously as 

God’s special agents! 

 

Christmas Eve Family Service 
 

Our Christmas Eve Family service is scheduled for 
Tuesday, December 24 at 5:00 p.m.  At this service, 
children are invited to dress in biblical costumes 
and be present up front as the scriptures are read 
(It is helpful for children to arrive at 4:45 to put on 
their costume).  This is a fun way for the children to 
participate in this special service.  We hope your 
family will join us if you are in town.   

 

Mark Your Calendars 
 

Sunday, December 1  Advent Wreath Workshop 

Sunday, December 15  Christmas Program and   
       Open House 

 

Sunday, December 22  No Sunday School    

Sunday, December 29  No Sunday School 
       No Worship Centers 
 

Sunday, Jan. 5, 2020  Sunday School Resumes  
       Worship Centers Resume 
Wednesday, Jan. 15, 2020 LIFT Resumes 

 



8 | 3rd Generation December/January Newsletter | A Publication of Third Reformed Church 

 

WMTR had a board meeting on Oct. 

28 and all our programs are going 

well. We passed the new bylaws – 

thanks again to all who worked on 

them. Jeanette Beagley attended the 

board meeting to encourage the 

board and Third Church women to use 

the ShelbyNext church directory. The 

leaders of the Bible study groups can 

add the names of new members and 

delete those who are not attending. 

We also discussed encouraging all 

women of the church (and men) to 

get nametags. Many people already 

have them and it is very helpful for 

visitors, new members, and those of 

us with poor memories. The cost of 

the nametags is $10 each. Anyone 

wishing to get one, please bring your 

name and money to the church office 

by Dec 15 to get a new nametag by 

the start of the new year. The next 

board meeting will be on Jan. 27 at 

4:00 p.m. 

 As we enter the Advent season, 

WMTR will again be placing our giving 

tree in the front entry way. Please feel 

free to decorate the tree with gloves, 

mittens, scarves, socks and under-

wear for those in need in our commu-

nity during the cold winter months. All 

items will be given to Community Ac-

tion House. 

 

Third Reformed Church Women’s Ministries 
By Carol Cox & Marj Hoekstra 

Third Church’s 
Library 
By Elaine Tanis 

There is a small committee who is 

caring for our library again after our 

former librarian, Chris Walvoord, end-

ed her tenure. (Thank you, Chris, for 

your service.) Since you have not had 

library news for some time, I hope 

you will read this carefully. 

 1. For all newcomers to Third and for 

those who have never used our li-

brary, we really do have a fine church 

library. If you want to check out a 

book, simply write your name on the 

card found on the inside cover of the 

book and follow the instructions for 

checking it out. Instructions are on 

the library desk. We recommend a 

two-week check out time. When you 

return the book just place it on the 

library desk.  

2. In general, we no longer send out 

overdue cards for the book you’ve 

checked out. Therefore, I urge you to 

check your house to see if you still 

have any of our books. Case in point: 

Recently there was a book that we 

wanted back in the library for a dis-

play. It had been checked out last 

year. When I spoke to the person 

about it, she thought she had re-

turned it. A few days later it appeared 

on my front porch. Happy day!  

3. We are happy to announce that 

some new books will soon be placed 

in the library. They will be on display 

so you can find them easily. One is a 

poetry book written by Third Church 

member, Mark Hiskes. Other authors 

of our new books include: Jeff Barker, 

Brian Doyle, and Anne Lamott, to 

name a few. 

4. We wish to thank Jeff Munroe, an-

other Third Church member, for the 

gift of his engaging book, Reading 

Buechner: Exploring the Work of a 

Master Memoirist, Novelist, Theologi-

an, and Preacher. I am finding it to be 

an excellent read. It explores Buech-

ner’s writings and gives great infor-

mation about Mr. Buechner himself. 

Thank you, Jeff. 

 5. We hope you will come in and dis-

cover the great variety of books we 

have, namely: children and youth 

books, fiction, biography, commen-

taries, large print books, a host of 

books dealing with our Christian faith, 

mission, theology, spiritual disci-

plines, and much more. 

6. Soon we hope to find your overdue 

books on our library desk! Thanks.     
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Year-End Giving 
By Dave Vanderwel 

As December approaches, many in 
the congregation plan to make 
year-end gifts to Third Reformed 
Church. As you do, here are a few 
things to keep in mind. 
 
Timing of your gift:  If you are 
planning to make year-end cash 
gifts to TRC and want them credit-
ed to your giving record in 2019, 
checks need to be dated (and 
postmarked, if mailed) December 
31 or earlier and received at the 
church prior to January 6 to be in-
cluded in 2019. 
 
In addition to cash gifts, there are  
two other ways to contribute to 
TRC that other members of the 
congregation have found useful: 
 Gifts of Stock: With the stock 

market bouncing around at 
record highs, you may have 

appreciated stock which you 
can gift to the church. You 
won’t have to pay capital gains 
tax on the appreciation and 
will receive contribution credit 
for the value of the stock at 
the transfer price. The key is 
not to sell your stock and give 
cash but just transfer the stock 
to TRC. The church office can 
provide transfer instructions to 
give your broker. If you are giv-
ing shares of stock, the stock 
should be received in the 
church’s account by Dec. 31 
(last business day before year-
end). 

 Gifts from your IRA: Many 
within the church need to take 
Required Minimum Distribu-
tions (RMD) from their IRA 
each year. Rather than taking a 
distribution on which you will 

need to pay income tax, you 
can have a portion of your an-
nual RMD sent directly to TRC 
as a Qualified Charitable Distri-
bution (QCD) and not have to 
pay tax on that amount. While 
you cannot claim a QCD as a 
charitable deduction, you may 
be ahead by not paying income 
taxes on the gift. See Dave 
Vanderwel if you have ques-
tions. If you are giving a Quali-
fied Charitable Distribution 
from your IRA, remember your 
trustee will need time to pro-
cess your request and mail the 
check by December 31 for that 
gift to count in 2019. 

 
Thanks for all the ways in which 
you sustain and support the minis-
try of Third Reformed Church. 

Chi Rho 
On December 21, 2019, Joyce Mott 

will open her home to CHI RHO wom-

en for a time of fellowship.  We will 

play games and do some caroling and 

perhaps talk about the history of 

some of our carols.  

Joyce's address is 68 W 15th.  We will 

begin at 7:00 p.m.   

This has always been a fun time and 

we hope any single women in our 

church will come and if you know of a 

single woman friend outside of the 

congregation who might be interest-

ed, please invite her too. 

RSVP to Joyce at 396-7061 or Marcia 

Forsman at 848-7459.  Please join our 

celebration of the season with a rea-

son, Jesus Christ our Lord!! 

 
The congregation is invited to a 

book signing with Jeff Munroe 

for his new book Reading Buech-

ner: Exploring the Work of a 

Master Memoirist, Novelist, The-

ologian, and Preacher on Thurs-

day, December 5, at 10:15am in 

the Jack and Mary DeWitt Learn-

ing Center on the east end of the 

seminary campus on 13th Street. 

Books will be available for pur-

chase at the event for $10. The 

book is also available directly 

from InterVarsity Press 

(IVPress.com/reading-buechner), 

Amazon, or Barnes & Noble.com.  
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The prayer shawl delivered by Carol 

Cox was such a pleasant surprise and 

much appreciated. It will be used eve-

ry day. Sincere thanks for the kind, 

thoughtful, gesture in memory of Wil-

ma Boersen. 

 Harry and Mary Boersen 

It’s so very difficult to know where to 

begin with my thanks! 

To: Kent & Kama; thank you for the 

many hospital and home visits and 

finally being with us when funeral 

preparations were needed. 

To: Our Third Church family; thank you 

for get well, thinking of you and sym-

pathy cards which arrived in number 

each day of Bob’s journey. 

To: Martha Waldvogel for entertaining 

Bob with Irish tunes on her harp while 

he was hospitalized for 12 days. 

To: The church staff for their kind and 

continued help to answer the needs 

and plans for Bob’s funeral. 

To: The Women’s Ministry for helping 

in the kitchen, serving and setting up 

to make all things beautiful in Fellow-

ship Hall. 

To: My God and Father in heaven who 

sustains and rescues me at all times. 

 Jan Benningfield & family 

We would like to thank all of you who 

showed us kindness and caring as we 

experienced a major surgery (Kit) and 

the loss of a brother (Stan). The many 

prayers, cards, visits, words of sup-

port, home-prepared goodies and 

offers of rides were sincerely appreci-

ated by both of us. We are grateful to 

be members of third Church. 

 With love, 

 Stan Witteveen and Kit Leggett 

Dear Third Church family, 

Many thanks for the prayer shawl, 

hospital visits, food and cards received 

by me after my recent surgery. Emily 

and I thank you for your prayers. 

 Doris Lievense  

Thank You 

(continued from page 2) 

Epiphany Sun., Jan. 5 

“The Knowledge of God” 

John 1:1-18; Matthew 2:1-12 (Passage 

for Epiphany) 

Biblical Example:  the Wisemen  

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

“God Keeps Promises Forever” 

Worship During the Season of Epiph-

any: 

Our culture communicates that we can 

make a New Year’s Resolution and we 

become ‘The New You.’  Of course, we 

know that it is not long before our res-

olutions can fade.  Although it does 

appear last year that the Star Gifts 

distributed during January in worship 

gave a sustained attention to certain 

qualities in the Christian life.  But what 

would happen if this year we concen-

trated on God’s promises that last for-

ever?  Or as the psalmist proclaims, 

“The Lord’s steadfast love endures 

forever.” 

Sun., Jan. 12 The Baptism of Jesus 

“God’s Promise that is a Sign and Seal” 

Matthew 3:13-17 

Sunday, January 19 

“God’s Promise to Answer Our 

Search” 

John 1:29-42 

Pastor Kama Preaching 

Baptism at 11:00 a.m. service 

Sunday, January 26 

“God’s Promise of Oneness” 

I Corinthians 1:10-18 

Holiday Cookies 
By Lynne Bonnette 

It is time to dust off your favorite holi-

day cookie recipe. The Fellowship 

Committee is requesting dozens of 

holiday cookies for our upcoming holi-

day events. We ask that you bake 

your favorite cookies, seal in a firm 

container and put in the freezer at 

church. Please label “Holiday Cook-

ies.” We look forward to the many 

varieties of cookies.  
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Pray for 
Jill Slenk 

Eleanor  Hoffman 

Mike Van Doornik 

Julie Charlton 

Win Kooiker 

Walt Seidelman 

Linda Walvoord deVelder 

 

Marriage 
Mathew & Bridgette Rannow 

November 10 

 

New Members 
Lou & Susan Ehrhardt,  

283 Whispering Way, Holland, 49424 

& 7659 E. Manana Dr.,  

Scottsdale, AZ  85255  

L=480-686-5091  

S=941-350-8350 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 
Birthdays/Anniversaries 
(birthdays 80 years plus/anniversaries 50 years plus) 

Ron & Sunny Boeve   December 7   62 years 

Bob Kuiper     December 8   93 years 

Win Kooiker    December 10   100 years 

Walt & Carol Seidelman  December 14   75 years 

Sue Pettinga    December 24   95 years 

Elliot & Elaine Tanis   December 29   60 years 

Dean & Kathy Miedema  January 5    52 years 

Steve & Dawn Vander Ark January 30    51 years 

Address/Phone Changes 
Carol Cox, 50 W. 8th St., Ste. 204, Holland, MI  49423 

Andy & Cynthia De Boer, 2688 Norway Maple Ct. Grand Rapids, 49512 

Win Kooiker, Resthaven Cottages #13, 740 College Ave., Holland, MI 

49423 

Matthew & Bridgette Rannow, 5620 E. 67th Ave., Commerce City, CO 

80022 

Sympathy to 
Stan Witteveen & Kit Leggett in the death of Stan’s brother, Harris. 

Bob & MaryAlice Ritsema in the death of Bob’s sister, Nell Vriesman, on 

October 30 in Lynden, Washington. 

El & Jill Slenk in the death of El’s sister, Ennise Klingenberg, on November 

4. 

Disability Con-
cerns 
By Phil Coray 

Mark Stephenson and Terry DeYoung, 

Coordinators of Disability Concerns for 

the Christian Reformed and Reformed 

Church, have written an article about 

the partnership between the denomi-

nations in part to explain three mod-

els for working with people with disa-

bilities, which they have summarized: 

The Kingdom model welcomes and 

celebrates the participation of each 

person, both as a valued member of 

the body of Christ and as a valued 

contributor to community life. 

In contrast, the Medical model focus-

es on the individual, and the Kingdom 

model embraces both individual and 

community. The Social model high-

lights rights and self-advocacy while 

the Kingdom model emphasizes mutu-

ality and relationships characterized 

by vulnerability among community 

members and with members of the 

surrounding neighborhood.  

If you would like to discuss disability 

concerns, please contact Third Re-

formed’s disability volunteer, Phil 

Coray. 
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