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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Holiday Office Schedule
The church office will be closed all day on December 24, 25, 31 and
January 1.

Mark Your Calendars
The Fellowship Committee is organizing a bunco night on Friday, February
15 at 6:45 p.m. Please bring a finger food to share. Sign ups will begin late
January/early February.

Upcoming Events at Third
Sunday, December 9, Choir Carol Service, 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 16, Christmas Caroling & Pizza Dinner, 4:00 p.m.
Sundays, December 23 & 30, One service at 11:00 a.m.
Monday, December 24, Christmas Eve, services at 5:00 & 11:00 p.m.

Pancake
Breakfast
Have you marked it on your calendar? It isn’t that far away and you
don’t want to forget! On Tuesday,
January 1, 2019 the Sunrise Saints
will be sponsoring the annual Pancake Breakfast. The menu will be
both buttermilk and gluten free

pancakes and sausages. We will
begin serving at 9:30 a.m. in the
Fellowship Hall with a short, informal worship to follow. All donations go to support church mission
projects. This is a wonderful way
to start the New Year with your
Third Reformed Church Family.
Mark your calendars now and
don’t forget to be there.

Snowbirds
Please call, 392-1459, or e-mail,
office@trcholland.org, to let the
church staff know what your winter
address is so we can keep in touch
with you while you are gone.

Advent and Christmas Themes: The
Senses of Advent
Sunday Mornings in December and January 8:30 & 11:00 AM unless noted.
Sunday, December 2 Advent One
“What does righteousness taste like?”
Jeremiah 33:14-16; Luke 21:25-36
Pastor Kent preaching
Celebration of Communion
Sunday, December 9 Advent Two
“What does salvation look like?”
Malachi; Luke 1:68-79
Pastor Janelle Preaching
Reception of New Members
Choir-Carol Service at 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 16 Advent Three
“What does the good news sound like?”
Zephaniah 3:14-20; Luke 3:7-18
Pastor Kama Preaching
Sunday School Christmas Program at
9:45 a.m. followed by the open house
on the lower educational level.
Caroling to the Homebound and Pizza at
4:15 p.m.
Sunday, December 23
Advent Four
“What does God’s movement in our
lives feel like?”
Pastor Kent preaching
Micah 5:2-5a; Luke 1:39-55
11:00 a.m. Only
Christmas Eve, Dec. 24
“What does the incarnation smell like?”
5:00 and 11:00 p.m.
Isaiah 9:2-7; Luke 2:1-14
5:00 p.m. Service Family Service
11:00 p.m. Traditional Candle and Carol
Service
(continued on page 3)
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Adult Education
Adult Education classes begin at 9:45 a.m.
Bible Study, “The Presence of the Future-The Book of Revelation and the
Life of Discipleship Today”
Led by George Hunsberger & Pastor
Kent Fry
This class engages a biblical book that
announces itself as “The Revelation of
Jesus Christ.” The book by Bruce
Metzger, Breaking the Code: Understanding the Book of Revelation will
accompany us on this journey.
Adult Spiritual Formation Class will
meet each Sunday morning in the Cen-

(continued from page 2)
December 30 First Sunday after
Christmas
I Samuel 2:18-20, 26; Psalm 148
Pastor Kama Preaching
11:00 a.m. Only
Worship in the Season of Epiphany:

tennial Room on the lower level. This
class is participatory, experiential and
rooted in scripture as we talk about
ways we practically live out our faith
in Christ.
Chapel Class

Christ” as issues of race reemerge in
public discourse?
December 16 No Education
Children’s Christmas Program
December 23, 30 No Education
Christmas Break

December 2, 9
“Life as a Bi-Racial Family”
January classes see insert
Ben & Trina Lichtenwalner
What are the challenges of being a biracial family in Holland? What does it
mean to Ben and Trina to “reclaim

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper
Service that seeks inclusion of Children
January 13
“Remembering God’s Power”
Isaiah 43:1-7; Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

January 20
“Witnessing God’s Way in the World”
A time when the light of Christ shines
Isaiah 62:1-5; John 2:1-11
and radiates to the world
January 27
January 6 Epiphany
“Shaped by God’s Word”
“Consumed by the Fire of a Star”
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10;
Isaiah 60:1-6; Matthew 2:1-12
Luke 4:14-21
8:30 and 11:00 AM

Bold Scripture denotes the scripture
of focus designated by Season of the
Spirit and for use in the educational
lesson on Sunday morning.
Scripture in the New Year of 2019
We invite you each week to go to the
discipleship page of our web site, click
on devotions. You will find the daily
readings that follow the Sunday reading that we just encountered the previous Sunday. This is a guide that Pastor Kent puts together each week, and
is the basis of his daily scripture reading.
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151 & Beyond: Revisiting Stewardship Sunday
By Pastor Kent Fry
While the church celebrated the 150th
Anniversary, the consistory and pastors worked collaboratively on a vision
document to be shared with the congregation on Stewardship Sunday in
November of 2018. We believe
“without a vision, the people perish.”
Challenges: We note that we face
some challenges:
Institutional expressions of the Christian faith are particularly being called
into question. Our culture for the
most part exalts the individual, often
going it alone in the world.

Worship: We do this well so we do
not spend a great deal of time in the
booklet on worship.
A couple of things to highlight:
--Formation of a music stream so that
we involve people with their music
gifts and broaden the musical pallet.
--Young Disciples is now called Young
Levites as we move from talking with
youth about worship to doing worship.

--The study of “Growing Young” has
led us to abolish Youth Sunday and
instead incorporate youth regularly in
Pew Charitable Trust study on religion
worship in a variety of roles.
points out the rise of the “Nones” who
have no religious affiliation. They
--The new hymnbook, “Lift Up Your
have grown in number in the past dec- Hearts,” helps us not only sing the
ade.
great classic hymns of the faith, but to
sing the liturgy, include global songs,
The age demographics of our congreand learn new hymns.
gation create a challenge, but Holland
is a retirement destination in the Mid- --We are more diverse in worship, so
west and this has often been a way we that we need to find points of contact
have replenished our congregation
for Hispanics and international famithrough the last several decades .
lies.
The church landscape has changed in
Holland, especially with a new congregation across the street from Hope
College. We have to be more intentional and more creative.
A verse for our 151st year and beyond
is Philippians 1:6, “I am confident of
this the one who began a good work
among you will bring it to completion
by the day of Jesus Christ.”
The Vision:

Mission:
Locally:
--The consistory during the 150th year
invited Angel and Janelle LopezKoolhaas to do mission to and with
our community, particularly among
Hispanics. Evidence of this in our
midst is already a reality. This may
seem like a stretch for some of us, but
a third of our elementary school chil-

dren are instructed in both English and
Spanish.
--Working with immigrants and
meeting them where they are hurting
is in keeping with the biblical story of
Abraham and Sarah, Mary and Joseph,
all of whom were refugees.
Globally:
--We have entered into the joys and
sorrows of the world church through
welcoming international students at
Western Theological Seminary and
Hope College. We had people from six
different countries on Stewardship
Sunday. We are already an international congregation in Holland, MI
--We are supporting full time Christian
work in some of the very difficult places in the world for Christians. This
helps us to enter into the life of the
world church, which is growing in
many places in the world. We can
learn and be inspired by our brothers
and sisters in Christ from the world
church.
--We can be an international congregation because of the strength and
experiences that already exist in the
life of our congregation.
Discipleship:
--Jesus Christ is the center of our faith;
thus we can be a community that allows people to ask questions, to struggle, and to even doubt.
(continued on page 9)
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Finance Report
By Jeff Beird, Treasurer
Financial results for the first ten
the significant outliers. More discremonths of 2018 remain a bit sobering. tionary accounts such as Worship, Education, Outreach and administration
Compared to 2017, income was down
are under budget to date. This sug$35,000 for the month of October and
gests to me that the staff is aware of
nearly $100,000 year-to-date. Operour current financial situation and is
ating expenses have exceeded our
working hard to help.
income by $150,000 through
10/31/18. October added about
The current deficit has been covered
$26,000 to this deficit.
with our operating reserves which had
an account balance of about $114,000
Expenses related to Fellowship, Salaas of 10/31/18.
ries and Benefits and our facilities are

2018/19 Kids
Hope Program
Update
Beverley Rannow

This is our 4th program year and we
are stronger than ever thanks to 21
fabulous mentors and their prayer
partners.
We have 17 mentors from Third
Church this year: Phil Coray, Carl
Folkert, Joyce Fry, Kent Fry, Katherine
Hunsberger, Linda Jacobs, Loretta
Krieger-Baxter, Lori Maatman, Kathleen Miedema, Gretchen Munroe,
Michael Rannow, Phyllis Rietberg, Dan

Rooks, Lucille Schroeder, Dave
Vanderwel, Mary VanVoorst, and Ella
Weymon.

We have some work to do and fortunately, we still have time to do it.
In the final weeks of 2018, please consider how you might help and contact
me with any questions, suggestions or
requests for additional information.

Each of our mentors has a prayer partner praying for them and their
student.

We have 4 guest mentors from
We have 5 wonderful substitute
other Holland RCA and CRC churches:
mentors including myself.
Carol Laninga, Kara Nguyen, Albie
Praamsma, and Jacquie Sewell. Typically a guest mentor is someone who
Our first activity for the year is
followed their mentee to our school. coming up on Friday, Dec 7 - Christmas Olympics Fun Day. We are going
to try having a potluck with the famiWe have 4 of our 21 students
lies to conclude the activity.
participating in the Kids Hope NEXT
program.
We began mentoring the first
week of October and will go to the
Friday before Memorial Day Weekend.

Please continue to pray for this wonderful program.
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Children’s Ministries
Children and Youth Christmas Program
and Educational Open House
Come and celebrate the joy of Christmas with
the children and youth of Third Church. On Sunday, December 16 at 9:45 a.m., the children and
youth in our educational ministries will be presenting a special Christmas program of carols,
scripture, songs sung by the children’s choirs and
a Christmas play by our Young Levites, for the
congregation to enjoy.
After this program, everyone will be invited to
an Open House downstairs in the Sunday School
classes. Each class will be serving treats and
sharing about what they have been learning in
an informal atmosphere. Coffee will be served
downstairs on this morning to go along with the
Christmas classroom treats.
Come support the educational ministries of
Third Church. Plan now to be part of this special
event and experience the excitement and joy of
Christmas through the eyes of our children and
youth.

Mark Your Calendars
Sunday, December 16
Christmas Program and
Open House
Sunday, December 23
No Sunday School
Sunday, December 30
No Sunday School
No Worship Center
Sunday, Jan. 6, 2019
Sunday School Resumes
Worship Center Resumes
Wednesday, Jan. 16, 2019 LIFT Resumes

Christmas Eve Family Service
Our Christmas Eve Family service is scheduled
for Monday, December 24 at 5:00 p.m. At this
service, children are invited to dress in biblical
costumes and be present up front as the scriptures are read (It is helpful for children to arrive
at 4:40 to put on their costume). This is a fun
way for the children to participate in this special
service. We hope your family will join us if you
are in town.

LIFT: Winter 2019

“Surf’s Up”
This winter the children of LIFT will “escape” the
cold and head to the beach for “Surf’s Up”, our
winter 2019 LIFT “summer-time” adventure!
At the beach we will meet some cool surfing dudes
who will introduce us to Jesus’ Beatitudes. The
Beatitudes can change the way we look at life and
help us to live in a way that honors Jesus.
Our Wednesday LIFT program begins again on
Wednesday, January 16, 2019. Our community
dinner is at 5:30 p.m.; and our children’s program (ages 4-5th Grade)
runs from 6:15-7:30. Don’t miss
the fun! Grab your surf board and a
friend, and join us at the beach for
“Surf’s Up!” an adventure you won’t
want to miss!
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Youth News
By Hunter Brumels
“Come and hear, all you who fear
God, and I will tell what he has
done for my soul (Psalm 66:16).
What an amazing semester it has
been for Third Reformed Youth! It
has been great talking about how
the story of Jesus connects with
our own stories and testimonies,
and how sharing those can affect
others! As middle school youth
group has wrapped up for the
2018 year, and high school youth

group ends in mid-December, it is
awesome to look back on the stories we have talked about, dinners
eaten, and trips taken! It is wonderful to see how God has worked
in and through the youth at Third
Reformed Church. Getting to know
this church, and the students involved at Third has been truly a
joy!

tude means! Thank you to everyone for the support, and prayers
for this retreat!

Looking towards December, and
the beginning of the new year,
stay tuned for more information
about Christmas parties, sledding
excursions, and shared meals over
the holidays! Thank you to all the
leaders, and volunteers for their
Recently, 30 students and leaders time and energy this semester!
went up to Grace Adventure Camp Have a wonderful holiday break!
for a one night retreat! We had a
blast running around, playing
games, and reflecting on what soli-
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Living Green

3. Consider how you can reuse what
you have. Can you double up on an
By Mark Faga
object's original use, like reusing a
Since this is a double issue and there's shipping box or shopping bag? Or can
you use it in a creative way, like turnalways a lot to say especially around
the holidays concerning living green I ing an old wooden ladder into a plant
thought I'd share information from an stand?
article written by Eleanor Greene for
4. Recycle right. Do you know what
Green America. I know Thanksgiving is
can be recycled in municipal bins and
now over (I sure hope you all had
what can't? Find out by contacting
plenty of food and time with family
your municipal waste authority. For
and friends) but we have the whole
things that are not recyclable in your
month of December ahead of us to
city's bins, there might still be an anconsider how we shop. So here it is. It
swer for you. Earth911.com has recydoes involve some thinking
cling options for nearly every product
ahead, but that's how we move forimaginable, and maps of recycling reward, right?
sources around the country. Search
by zip code and the item you're look1. Identify things you only use once
ing to recycle.
before throwing away or recy-

6. Don't give up when you slip
up. We've all read the articles about
people who create one tiny bag of
waste in a year. That takes a lot of
effort and probably many years of reducing their consumption. While
they're great models to aspire to, keep
in mind that nobody's perfect: if you
leave your reusable mug at home or
buy something you realize is way overpackaged, forgive yourself, and try to
do better next time.

And now just a quick note of information from the Holland Rescue Mission, As the holiday season approaches (and you're cleaning out your house
for anticipated relatives to show
up) Gateway says they are in need of
pots and pans, dish sets, electronics,
household decor, lamps, furnicling. For example: grocery bags, plas5. Rethink the way you conture.....etc. Of course they'll accept
tic utensils, takeout cups and boxes,
sume. One reason recycling isn't valclothing and any other items you
straws, shipping boxes, cans and
ued as highly as it should be is because
would like to donate.
bottles, plastic/foil wrap, printer pathere's simply not a high demand for
per. Some of these items are comrecycled products, in most cases. If
A lot has been said in this article and
monly used for only a few minutes
you can afford to pay a little extra for a we will get back to the A-Z list of how
until they're thrown out.
product made from recycled materials, long things last in the New Year. But
it's a vote with your dollars for a world until then may you all have a Blessed
2. Think of how you could reduce
your reliance on single-use-items. Buy in which recycled plastic has value and Christmas and a Wonderful New
there's a closed waste loop for prodYear. God's blessings to you and your
reusable shopping bags and utensils
families.
and make sure they're always in your ucts.
car or purse. Keep your reusable mugs
Buying fewer products overall helps
clean and toss them in your bag when
reduce waste. With plastic products
you're headed to the coffee shop. Buy
that you use for a long period of time
in bulk (or larger sizes) when possible
(i.e. pens, Tupperware, hairbrushes,
so your goods use less packaging. Can
cutting boards, flip-flops sandals, etc.),
you kick your canned soda habit and
treat them (and all possessions) well,
try a soda-maker or homemade fruitso they will last a long time.
infused water instead?
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(continued from page 4)

dren of color. One out of two children
born in the United States this year are
The Millennial Generation is particuchildren of color. We can live in fear
larly looking for this kind of authenticior embrace Future Faith. We can also
ty.
bring out some of the old treasures
like the Belgic Confession which we
--Hunter Brumels, our new youth director, has gotten off to a good start. used as an affirmation of faith in NoThis weekend 30 youth were up north vember
on a retreat. Hunter will head up
A book by Wes Granberg-Michaelson,
Spark Generation which combines reformer General Secretary of the Relationships from 50’s and 60’s in the
formed Church entitled “Future Faith,”
church on the edge with some of the
helps us to realize that we are already
youth on the edge of the church’s life.
leaning into the outlines of this book.
Both can become energized through
We are confident that ‘God who besuch an experience.
gan this good work among us, will
--Wednesday night with our creativity, bring it to completion.’
energy, vitality and multi-age is one of
We can summarize all of this in a vithe hidden gems of the congregation.
sion statement that goes like this:
Conclusion and Summary:
Worship:
On Halloween, I handed out candy and
Liturgical and creative, Reformed and
70 percent of the children were chilecumenical

Update on
Zadran Family
By Jeanette Beagley-Koolhaas
Many have asked, how the Zadrans
are doing. (refugee family sponsored
by Third Church) They are adjusting to
a new life and things are going well.
Ilyas still works at the seminary, he is
working on his English language skills.
Najeeba is a stay at home mom and
takes care of Haseeb and Yushra.
Ateeq is in the first grade at West in
Holland. The other day, I met them
coming home from shopping. They
were all smiles and it was good to see
them together on a family outing.

Classical yet including a spectrum of
musical styles
Praising God, young and old together
All done with integrity.
Discipleship:
Asking questions
Belonging to the Body of Christ
Growing in God’s love and gifts
Doing what Jesus said
Mission:
Engaging in mission locally
Enjoying the Spirit’s fruit in crosscultural mission in our community
Supporting the global mission
Entering into the joys and sorrows of
the world-wide church.

During the summer months, they traveled to Virginia to meet Afghan family
and friends they had not seen for
many years. Traveling by car, it was all
a new experience for them. We are
delighted to see them exploring their
new world.
The ongoing concern for them is housing, they need to move to a bigger
space. Ideally they will be able to buy a
house this year, but there are few
houses available to buy. We will begin
looking again in the spring in hopes
that they can move. They also would
like a house where there is busing to
the school for the children.
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Thank You
We want to thank the congregation
for the cards and meals which were
provided to us after Joyce’s recent
surgery. And for the many prayers
offered on her behalf, we are very
appreciative. God has blessed us
greatly through your gifts of love and
support and answered our prayers in
ways far surpassing our expectations.
Thank you Third Church family.
With Deep Appreciation,
Joyce & Kent Fry
Thank you for the “Minding.” It’s a
blessing to be a part of the Third
Church family.
Don & Lois Van Lare
Dear Church Family,
By the time you receive this Decem-

ber/January newsletter in your
homes I’ll hopefully be back in
church and walking with two good
legs.

heimer’s. But please know that you
have been a great source of comfort.
God bless you all,
Jan Rund

Words are inadequate to express my
Dear Friends,
thanks for your prayers, notes and
cards. They have been so appreciat- Frank and I want to thank those who
ed. Thank you all!
contributed to Minding gifts. We appreciate the lovely mum plant, the
Jan Benningfield
cheerful Christmas decoration is just
Dear Third Reformed Family,
right for our smaller apartment and
the 1000 piece puzzle will keep us
Thank you so much for your comhappily busy for days!
forting cards and support. I very
much enjoy your visits here at The
Gratefully,
Inn.
Frank & Sue Pettinga
It has become more difficult to express myself verbally due to the Alz-

All Saints Day Gifts
were given in memory of
Stuart & Ruth Baxter
Glenn Bruggers
Greg Feenstra
Norm Japinga
Earl & Irene Krieger
Larry Overbeek
Rev. Carl Schroeder
Mark Van Lare
parents of Elliot & Elaine Tanis

Rebecca Booi
Rev. Richard Coffill
John Hesselink
Andrew & Kathryn Johnson
Cornelia Nettinga Neevel
Norman Rieck
Richard VandeBunte
parents of Ken Riksen
loved ones
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CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
Birthdays/Anniversaries
(birthdays 80 years plus/anniversaries 50 years plus)

Ron & Sunny Boeve
Bob Kuiper
Win Kooiker
Walt & Carol Seidelman
Sue Pettinga
Elliot & Elaine Tanis
Dean & Kathy Miedema

December 7
December 8
December 10
December 14
December 24
December 29
January 5

61 years
92 years
99 years
74 years
94 years
59 years
51 years

Address/Phone Changes
Bob & Jan Benningfield, 630 Hastings Ave. #330
Marv & Lois Jalving, Appledorn N. F-6, 411 Ida Red Pkwy
Frank & Sue Pettinga, 820-7799
Revelle Rayne, 2001 W. Rudasill Rd. Apt. 5301, Tucson, AZ 85704
Debbie Uhrina, 1107 A St. NE Apt. 583, Auburn, WA 98002

Sympathy to
Etta Hesselink in the death of her husband, John, on October 28.
Shirley Japinga in the death of her husband, Norm, on November 1.
Alma, Litzy, Karyme, and Azul Reyes in the death of Alma’s brother,
Aununciacion (Chon), on November 10 in Mexico.
Jane Vandervelde in the death of her husband, Richard, on November 9.
Roger Rietberg in the death of his sister, Verna Magnuson, on November
16 in Wyoming, MI.
Lucille Schroeder in the death of her brother, Cornelius “Neil” Van Heest,
on November 23.

Pray for
Frank Pettinga
John Nordstrom
Deb Lokers
P.J. Booi
Cynthia Baine-DeMaagd
Roger Rietberg
Tom Bos
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