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Pastor’s Column:  Summer Thoughts 

Summer is a time to move at a bit slower pace and in Michigan 

take some time at the beach or for a walk in the woods.  I realize 

that residents of Michigan realize that they only have about ten 

weekends before the weather turns into cooler autumn.  I try not 

to give members of the church a guilt complex about being in 

church or committing to service in the life of the church.  Even 

with this strong tendency to get away, go up north, head for the 

lake, we have managed the past ten years to maintain a robust 

summer ministry presence in our community. 

For some reason this year, the church staff have found it particu-

larly difficult to staff the Backyard Bash and the Vacation Bible 

School.  Yet, we believe prayerfully that it will happen.  The theme 

for this year is “Power Up,” utilizing a video game theme as a 

point of connection to children.  Our children’s director Joyce Fry 

and I have never played a video game in our lives, so this has been 

a bit of a stretch.  The youth of our church were energized by the 

theme, and with our emphasis on Growing Young, this was the 

theme for this summer.  But recognizing the use of power in our 

society, we have inverted the theme to, “Power Up with God’s 

Love.”   So the Vacation Bible School has a unique Third Church 

theme as we morph the material into something else.   

In the midst of getting ready for summer ministries, as part of the 

history book discussion at Third Church, I have been reading 

American Nations by Colin Woodward.  The book is a fascinating 

read, and the book was picked by our discussion leader Bruce Bas-

sett.  The elevator version of the book is that some of the polariza-

tion that we are seeing in our nation today is a result of the fact 

that the United States is not really one nation but made up of 

eleven different nations.     (continued on page 3)   
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Mark Your Calendars 
for Sunday, August 18, at 4:30 p.m. Join us at Osmans’, 1081 W. 27th, for 

the Fellowship Committee Picnic. Come to enjoy the afternoon with hot 

dogs, ice cream, and… Yes, we will provide for your special dietary needs! 

All Third Church family and friends are invited. 

Upcoming Events at Third 
 

Sunday, August 18    Fellowship Picnic   4:30 p.m.  This is intergenera-

tional 

Sunday, September 8     All Church Picnic following worship 

Sunday, September 15   Return to 2 worship services at 8:30 & 11: 00 

a.m.   Education classes begin that morning too at 9:45 a.m. 

Wednesday, September 18   LIFT begins: dinner at 5:30, classes for 

children & youth at 6:15, classes for adults at 6:30 

Sunday, September 29   Apple Picking at Dutch Market   4:00 p.m. 

Sunday, October 6    Ethnic Potluck following worship 

Saturday, October 19    3rd Saturday Supper  

Summer Worship Themes:   

Worship at 10:00 a.m. 

The Whole Counsel of God 

Key Stories of the Old Testament 

We have deliberately picked passag-

es this summer that are not in our 

normal cycle of readings from the 

Old Testament, but we believe our 

key passages of the Old Testament.  

Paul calls us to consider the whole 

counsel of God.  We have put to-

gether daily readings that are print-

ed in the bulletin for each week.  We 

have also structured sermons to fol-

low the wondering questions 

patterned after Children and Wor-

ship. 

Sunday, August 4  

Gideon and the Fleece 

 Judges 6 

 Communion 

Sunday, August 11 The Land Mourns 

 Hosea 4 

Sunday, August 18  

Though the Fig Tree Does not Blossom 

 Habakkuk 3 

Sunday, August 25       Ezekiel 1 

 

Sunday, September 1 Labor Day 

Weekend 

 “Daniel and the Secular” 

 Daniel 1 

 Communion 

 Rev. Jeff Munroe 

Sunday, September 8 Fall Kick-Off 

 We welcome the music group,  

 Hark Up! to our worship  

 Church Picnic 

Disability  
Concerns 
By Phil Coray 

The summer issue of 

“Breaking Barriers”, the news-

letter of the Christian Re-

formed Church and Reformed 

Church Disability Concerns 

ministry “describes some of 

the joys and challenges 

(parents and churches) have 

experienced in loving and liv-

ing with someone with Down 

syndrome”. Included is a story 

of one church that has not 

been prepared for this. 

Copies of the newsletter can 

be found on the table oppo-

site the welcome desk. 

If you are interested in learn-

ing more about this ministry 

please contact me. 
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 Third Reformed 
Church Wom-
en's Ministries 
By Carol Cox 

While enjoying the summer and all 

the activities, Marj Hoekstra and I are 

looking forward to the beginning of 

our 2019-2020 Women’s Ministry 

program.  

The officers for this year are: Presi-

dent-Marj Hoekstra, Carol Cox; Vice-

President-Kit Leggett; Recording Sec-

retary-Betty Van Wyngarden, Linda 

Fulton; Treasurer-Barb Tenpas, Linda 

Russo; Spiritual Life-Katherine Huns-

berger, Laurie Orlow; Organization-

Nina Albers, Cathy Vander Meer. 

Committee Members are: Archives-

Marcia Forsman; Birthday Cakes-

Sandy Stielstra, Sue Ten Hoeve; Flow-

ers & Holiday Decorations-Sunny 

Boeve, Barb Moreau, Elaine Tanis; 

Funeral Receptions-Sue Hutchinson, 

Phyllis Graham, Sheryl Lunn; Family 

Health Care-Maria Gonzales; Nomi-

nating-Ruth Sill, Joyce Magee; Break-

fast with Baby-Sarah Unzicker. 

Our first Board Meeting will be on 

August 12 at 4:00 p.m. in the church 

library. 

The opening meeting will be on Sep-

tember 5, at 7:00 p.m. Dr. Carol 

Bechtel will introduce this year’s 

study book, “Isaiah: Trusting in God in 

Troubled Times.” by Howard Peskett. 

All women are welcome to join one 

of our Bible Study groups. The direc-

tories and study books will be availa-

ble on a couple of Sunday mornings 

in August. 

(continued from page 1) 

For example, New England Woodward 

calls Yankeedom, and essentially the 

settlement west was the spreading of 

Yankeedom across that parallel.  So 

our State of Michigan is really a west-

ern version of Yankeedom.  Our values 

and perspective reflect the original 

themes of Yankeedom around hard 

work, thrift, small villages with public 

spaces, and an energizing zeal to 

transform the rest of the country 

along this model, albeit in recent years 

in more secular forms than the original 

Puritan themes of New England. 

The Deep South was built around slav-

ery and a more cast society.  It spread 

west along that parallel to eastern 

Texas, and the basic themes of the 

Deep South continue to this day, so 

that it is the more religious and tradi-

tional in comparison to the rest of the 

United States.  The middle section of 

the country is called the Midlands 

which originally was the Colony of 

Pennsylvania.  It is also moved west 

through a narrow band into northern 

Indiana, northern Illinois, and then 

Iowa and parts of Missouri.  I found it 

fascinating that I could trace the com-

ing of my ancestors in the late 1600’s 

through a German wave of immi-

grants.  This “nation” has had a great 

impact on the United States because it 

has often moderated the sectional di-

vides of our country. 

Woodward also traces other nations 

that make up our country, but for lack 

of space I will spare the descriptions 

on all this.  While I found the first half 

of the book much more thoughtful and 

concise and the second half perhaps 

written more quickly and maybe less 

perceptive, I do think that Wood-

ward’s thesis of American Nations 

(with a plural) helpful in terms of ex-

plaining the polarization and division 

that we are witnessing as a country 

today. 

The conclusion is a sobering concern 

about whether this nation can contin-

ue to remain as one country.  Perhaps 

our politicians on both sides of the 

aisle need to reflect when they delib-

erately polarize the country.  All na-

tions, including our own, are more 

fragile than we realize.  Reading 

Woodward, one realizes that how we 

came to be one country in many ways 

is a miracle, and we should be careful 

in the ways that we are currently pull-

ing the country apart. 
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While giving was down significantly for 

the month of June compared to last 

year ($51,000), overall performance 

for the first 6 months of the year re-

mains favorable.  Expenses are less 

than last year and 50% of the ap-

proved budget as of 6/30/19.  Total 

operating income is about $20,000 

ahead of last year. 

Net Operating Income, January to 

June, stands at -$62,000 meaning our 

expenses exceeded our giving by that 

amount during the first six months of 

the year.  June added about $2,000 to 

this amount.  This is not an unusual 

position for this time of the year, and 

we cover the imbalance with reserves 

reported previously.  To give you a 

sense for comparison, at June 30, 

2018, our expense overage was about 

$93,000. 

The overage budgeted for 12/31/19 

was approved at $50,000.  We are not 

too far off that amount right now, 

with the strongest portion of our giv-

ing trend still ahead of us.   

Both Operating Reserves at $204,000 

and Reserve Accounts at $223,000 are 

higher than balances reported at this 

time last year. 

The spending numbers above include 

$30,000 set aside for future expenses 

at $5,000 per month, since January. 

Our hope is that giving will remain 

steady over the summer months with 

the usual uptick in support as we head 

into the final quarter of the year. 

I’ve included some high-level numbers 

below that I think are good indicators 

of our current financial position.  If 

you would like additional information 

or have any questions, please let me 

know.  

Finance Report 
By Jeff Beird, Treasurer 

Youth News 
By Hunter Brumels 

Thank you! 

Thank you to everyone who has par-

ticipated in Summer Youth events and 

retreats! It has been a great summer 

filled with pizza, pool parties, and 

weekend retreats! Thank you to the 

students who participated, the par-

ents and families, and others who sup-

ported the youth program during 

these past summer months! 

 

Upcoming! 

As we look towards the end of sum-

mer and the beginning of the school 

year, our regular programming yearly 

resumes in September!  

LIFT/Middle School Youth 

Group: On Wednesday 

nights beginning  September 

18. Dinner is from 5:30 to 

6:15 p.m. Youth Group from 

6:15 to 7:30 p.m. 

High School Youth Group: 

Sunday nights beginning 

September 22 from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. 

Sunday Education Hour: Begins Sun-

day, September 15 at 9:45 to 10:45 

a.m. 



3rd Generation August | A Publication of Third Reformed Church | 5 

I was a clergy delegate to the Re-

formed Church in America General 

Synod here in Holland at DeVos Field 

House.  The advantage of a General 

Synod in Holland is that you can sleep 

in your own bed and ride your bicycle 

to the meetings.  I made sure to eat 

with synod delegates in the dining hall 

so that I could get the flavor of the 

denomination, and it gave me an op-

portunity to catch up with colleagues 

and classmates from a number of dec-

ades. 

Of the four General Synods that I have 

been a delegate, this was by far the 

most difficult synod to attend.  I have 

served as a parish pastor for 37 years 

and as a short term missionary in Ja-

pan with the Reformed Church for two 

years.  I have been educated at Cen-

tral College, a Reformed Church affili-

ated institution and at Western Theo-

logical Seminary down the street from 

where I currently reside.  I love the 

denomination that has nurtured and 

sustained me in the faith.  John Calvin 

once said, “We can’t have God as our 

Father without the church as our 

mother.” 

The Reformed Church in America is 

deeply in the midst of the same con-

flict over sexuality that other mainline 

Protestant denominations in North 

America have faced.  And even if we 

do nothing as a denomination change 

in some form is coming.  Delegates 

were cautioned about trying to solve 

the issue of human sexuality, and in-

stead face three options for the fu-

ture: 

One:  Stay as a denomination with the 

strong possibility that there will be 

churches who are traditional in terms 

of sexuality or progressive that will 

leave the denomination.  The denomi-

nation will have to downsize and reor-

ganize in a different form than it is 

presently constituted. 

Two:  Congregations would organize 

into three basic umbrellas based on 

similar mission or views of sexuality to 

find common support and to pursue 

mission in a common form of way. 

This received little support from dele-

gates.  I found it personally the less 

likely of the three options.  I don’t 

think congregations will have the pa-

tience to stick with things the years it 

will take to reorganize along these 

lines.  Furthermore I thought of my 

own congregation which is made up of 

traditionalists, moderates, and pro-

gressives.  Which umbrella would we 

choose?  The congregation could split 

over a decision such as this. 

Three:  Graceful separation in which 

congregations that are traditional or 

progressive over sexuality could leave 

the denomination taking their building 

and ministry assets without legal ac-

tion on the part of their respective 

classes.   

I am not a predictor of the future.  The 

synod did recommend to classes to 

send the same delegates next year 

when we meet in Orange City, Iowa.  

So I may be a delegate next year.  But I 

think the most likely outcome is some 

form of option one and three.  A cer-

tain number of congregations will 

leave the denomination on both the 

traditional and the progressive wings 

of the church.  Here, it is my personal 

belief that as a Christian I must act 

with humility and gentleness with 

Christians and congregations who be-

lieve they can no longer stay in the 

denomination, even if I disagree with 

them.  And then congregations that 

are left in the denomination can figure 

out the forms and the structure to 

carry out their mission given the num-

ber of churches that comprise the de-

nomination.  However, I do believe 

that this new form must not be built 

merely around structure and function 

but around common themes that are 

true to the Reformed tradition.   

General Synod of the Reformed Church: June 6-11 
By Pastor Kent Fry 
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Living Green 
By Mark Faga 

So how's your summer going?  As I sit 

to write, the country is experiencing a 

heat wave.  Ozone action days and 

dangerous heat index warnings. I pray 

you are staying cool.  But we are Mich-

iganders, crazy weather is our middle 

name.  So turn your thermostat up to 

save some money and to help the 

power plants out and find other ways 

to cool off.  A pool, a lake (we have 

several beaches close by you know), 

dinner out, a trip to the library or even 

a little, dare I say it, back to school 

shopping?  Bottom line is to be safe 

and if you can live with a fan at night 

do so but if you can't and you need to 

sleep well for health reasons or to be 

sharp at work keep the air running. 

If you can, enjoy the warmer weather, 

especially at night,  even though those 

nasty mosquitoes make it miserable 

TruGreen may be able to help natural-

ly.  They recently published a monthly 

newsletter highlighting some plants 

that repel mosquitoes.   

Citronella - a low maintenance plant 

that in oil form can also be used to 

help clean your kitchen due to its 

strong antifungal/antibacterial proper-

ties. 

Basil - not just good in spaghetti 

but keeps mosquitoes and flies at bay. 

It is also toxic to mosquito larvae and 

if left uncrushed near standing water, 

it can also deter mothering mosqui-

toes from laying eggs. Bonus: appar-

ently basil is a great ingredient in fresh 

soap, sugar scrubs and bath bombs. 

Lavender - besides being a mosquito, 

moth, flea, and spider repellent, laven-

der is also known for its relaxing quali-

ties and in oil form can even be used 

to flavor ice cream and chocolate. 

So now that we are cool and mosquito 

free we are down to our next two 

letters in our A-Z guide on how long 

things last. 

Q - quinoa....up to 3  years if stored in 

an air tight bag in a cabinet away from 

the oven as moisture can make it 

sprout. 

R - razor blades....up to 6 weeks if you 

shave twice a week (1-2 weeks for you 

daily shavers). Rinse them off com-

pletely and stash them in a drawer or 

cabinet as moisture can bring on the 

rust. 

And finally, #4 in the things you should 

never buy again, from “Green Ameri-

ca.” 

Plastic Wrap - not only is it not recycla-

ble, commercial wraps including those 

used at grocery stores still contain 

PVC's that can leak toxins when heat-

ed in the microwave 

There you have it, one step at a time 

to a greener, healthier life for you and 

your family.  Enjoy what's left of sum-

mer and next time we talk we will be 

hyping up for my favorite sea-

son.....FALL! 

 

 

“You can do what I cannot do. I can do what you cannot do.  
Together, we can do great things.”  

—Mother Teresa   
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Thank you SO MUCH to those who 

have prayed, sent notes for healing, 

knitted a prayer shawl (which I think 

Paige has enjoyed more than me so 

far!), made meals and as importantly 

greeted my children without us the 

Sunday after surgery-they were just in 

awe at how many people knew them 

and who they were and I think it just 

enforced our beautiful community 

here at Third. It has all been uplifting 

and lets you know how loved and 

cared for you are here. Thank you! 

Meg, Rick, Sam, Nora & Paige Frens 

Dear Third Church Family, 

I can’t thank you enough for your 

prayers, cards, and prayer shawl. They 

uplifted me and sustained my spirit 

during the cancer surgery and recov-

ery. Next I will have 6 weeks of radia-

tion, but do NOT have to have chemo-

therapy. God is great and so are you!! 

Love, 

Jane Dalman 

TRC Congregation, 

Thank you Third Church for all the 

wonderful cards and handwritten 

notes that I received when my aunt, 

Marian Vande Bunte, passed away. 

I was so blessed by your outpouring of 

love and support. She was a loving 

steady presence in my life, she will be 

missed. 

Love, 

Esther Vande Bunte 

Thank You Because many of you were well repre-

sented when Robert Gardner spoke to 

the Chapel Class, please take personal-

ly his appreciation for your welcoming 

him, and others like him, into true fel-

lowship.  Seldom do we get this kind of 

sincere gratitude for the impression 

you make on others.  Thank you for 

being God’s people in their midst. 

May 19, 2019 

Dear Chapel Class, 

I would like to start by saying that it 

was truly a pleasure to have met the 

Third Church family.  The openness 

and grace that your church exuded 

were very touching and inspiring.  It 

would be remiss of me if I didn’t ex-

tend my appreciation for the willing-

ness of your congregation to allow Dr. 

Dan Rooks and myself the opportunity 

to do the presentation before you.  To 

say the least, I thank you from the 

depths of my heart for such an experi-

ence.  The impact I received is inexpli-

cable. 

As I shared during my visit with you, 

there were times when I have strug-

gled to see my self-worth.  In my opin-

ion, one of the ways we discover our 

self-worth is by witnessing the positive 

impact we have on others.  I truly be-

lieve that God placed Dr. Rooks in my 

life to assist me with tapping into the 

treasure that lies within my being.  The 

grace that permeated the room during 

my visit with all of you really conveyed 

to me that God’s Spirit was present.  I 

felt so well received and humbled by it 

all. 

Upon my release from incarceration, I 

struggled with overcoming the shame 

of what led me to prison.  Even though 

I’ve heard on numerous occasions that 

it’s difficult to believe that I was incar-

cerated, I failed to overcome the hur-

dle of being mentally constricted. 

Something special happened during 

my visit with all of you that I firmly 

believe assisted me with transcending 

the mental roadblocks I have created 

for myself.  To see the degree of em-

brace from brothers and sisters from 

different walks of life highlighted for 

me the treasure that God has instilled 

in me.  I stood as an African-American 

man in a room full of Caucasians, yet I 

felt very comfortable and well re-

ceived.  It was as though color/race 

was not considered.  This experience 

confirmed what I believe in terms of 

one (human) race.  Third Reformed 

Church truly demonstrates the princi-

ple that Jesus spoke of when he stat-

ed, “Love thy neighbor as thyself.” 

Despite our cultural differences, love 

filled every corner of the room and 

touches me as I type this letter to you.  

The positive impact that I received 

from all of you has helped me to see 

my value, regardless of my past. 

Thank you for being a vessel of God, 

and thank you for your tokens of gen-

erosity.  You were used to help me get 

to the next level.  My visit with you 

alleviated the struggle of being for-

merly incarcerated.  I can honestly say 

that you helped me to gain deeper 

insight into my self-worth. 

God bless you and may God’s grace 

continue to be upon you. 

Sincerely, 

Robert Gardner 
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Pray for 
Jill Slenk 

Eleanor  Hoffman 

Elton Bruins 

John Nordstrom 

Kit Leggett 

Jane Dalman 

Jeff Munroe 

Meg Frens 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 
Birthdays/Anniversaries 
(birthdays 80 years plus/anniversaries 50 years plus) 

Barb Feenstra     August 5  85 years 

Gus Feenstra     August 5  89 years 

Jerry & Betty Van Wyngarden August 19  65 years 

Gayle & Paula Wilson   August 19  57 years 

Gus & Barb Feenstra   August 20  64 years 

George & Joyce Magee   August 20  59 years 

Don & Lois Van Lare    August 23  61 years 

Bob & MaryAlice Ritsema  August 24  62 years 

Gordon & Barbara Mummert August 26 58 years 

john & Eileen Nordstrom  August 27 65 years 

Address/Phone Changes 
Phyllis Bruggers (temp), 1404 Linwood Ave., Ann Arbor, MI 48103 

 616-392-6964 

Debra Jones, 13833 N. Traditions Way, Holland, MI 49424 

Jim Lievense, 252 Janes View Dr., Holland, MI  49424 

Sympathy to 
Morrie & Barb Peterson in the death of Morrie’s brother, Gil Peterson, on 

May 30. 

Esther Vande Bunte in the death of her aunt, Marian Vande Bunte, on 

June 19. 

Tom Davelaar & Anne Bakker in the death of Tom’s father, Harvey 

Davelaar, on June 29. 

Mary & Bob Van Voorst in the death of Mary’s mother, Gen Bos, on June 

30. 

Barb & Bill Moreau in the death of Barb’s mother, Barbara Brehm Bobeng, 

on June 30. 

Ruby Thome in the death of her husband, Walter, on July 7. 

Isabelle & Jeff Amundsen in the death of Isabelle’s mother, Isabelle 

Hanse, on July 18. 

Linda Strouf in the death of her father, Donald Strouf, on July 23. 

 

 

Profession of 
Faith 
Nora Frens 

Grant Honeycutt 

Madison Remenschneider 

James Stewart 

David Van Duinen 

Births 
Christopher River Bilbo 

(Katie Faga & Adam Bilbo) 

April 29 

Athena Grace Trask 

(Hannah Faga & Ryan Trask) 

June 30 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

 

6:00-Vacation Bible 
School 

2 

 

10:00-Women’s 
Prayer Group 

3 

4 

 

10:00-Worship 
Service 

 

5 

 

 

6 

 

9:30-Staff Meeting 

7 

 

6:15-Men’s Bible 
Study 

8:00-Wednesday 

Morning Prayers 

8 

 

 

9 10 

11 

 

10:00-Worship 
Service 

1:00-Spanish Wor-

ship Gathering 

12 

 

7:00-History Book 
Club 

13 

 

9:30-Staff Meeting 
12:00-Worship 

Committee 

5:15-Christian Edu-
cation Committee 

7:30-Outreach Com-

mittee 
 

14 

 

6:15-Men’s Bible 
Study 

8:00-Wednesday 

Morning Prayers 

15 

 

6:30-Bilingual Bible 
Study & Prayer 

Group 

16 

 

10:00-Women’s 
Prayer Group 

17 

18 

 

10:00-Worship 
Service 

1:00-Spanish Wor-

ship Gathering 
4:30-Fellowship 

Picnic 

19 20 

 

9:30-Staff Meeting 

21 

 

6:15-Men’s Bible 
Study 

8:00-Wednesday 

Morning Prayers 

22 

 

6:30-Bilingual Bible 
Study & Prayer 

Group 

23 24 

25 

 

10:00-Worship 
Service 

1:00-Spanish Wor-

ship Gathering 

26 

 

7:00-Fellowship 
Committee 

27 

 

9:30-Staff Meeting 

28 

 

6:15-Men’s Bible 
Study 

8:00-Wednesday 

Morning Prayers 

29 

 

6:30-Bilingual Bible 
Study & Prayer 

Group 

30 

 

9:00-Newsletter 
Assembly 

31 

August 2019 



10 | 3rd Generation August Newsletter | A Publication of Third Reformed Church 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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