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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Celebrate Summer’s Conclusion
at the Osman Gardens
1081 W. 27th St.
Join the Third Church Family
Sunday, August 26—5:00 p.m. (Rain or shine)
Bring: Your family, your appetite, and your creativity
Provided: Hot dogs, condiments, chips, lemonade, ice cream, cups, plates,
utensils, tables, chairs, tent, and swag material.
Depart: Carrying your own personally crafted swag (one per family) and
sweet summer memories.
RSVP to 392-1459 or office @trcholland.org by Wednesday, August 22

Upcoming Events at Third
Monday, July 30– Thursday, August 2 Vacation Bible School 6:008:15 p.m.
Wednesday, August 15 Pizza Dinner & Camp Chair Concert at Krolls.
Please RSVP
Wednesday, September 12 LIFT Kick-Off Party
Sunday, September 16 Return to 2 services 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Education hour 9:45
Sunday, September 30 Apple Picking 4:00 p.m.

Summer Worship Schedule
at 10 AM
Summer Worship Themes: “A Kingdom
Greater than David”
Following the Lectionary and the Readings on the Story of David in 2 Samuel

Sunday, August 5 A Prophet for the
Kingdom
Service in Fellowship Hall
No Communion
2 Samuel 11:26-12:13
Jessica Handy, Guest Minister
preaching
Sunday, August 12 Suffering: David
and Absalom
Celebration of the Lord’s Table
2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33
Pastor Kent preaching
Sunday, August 19 Solomon and the
Kingdom
I Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14
Pastor Kent preaching
Sunday, August 26 “The Power of Truth
in the Present Age”
Ephesians 6:10-20
Pastor Kent Preaching

150th Anniversary Celebration-June 10, 2018

Sunday, September 2 “A Matter of the
Heart” (See Pastor Kama’s article on
Seasons of the Spirit)
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23
Celebration of the Lord’s Table
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Coming this
Fall:
Seasons of the
Spirit

weekly lesson will coincide with the
given lectionary text of the day. This
means that learners will be exposed
to the same text in which
the Sunday morning service is rooted.

education; it calls us into the ecumenical, global and inclusive heart of
the church; and it sends us into the
contemporary world of current
events, issues, knowledge and discoveries – the arena for us to share
and live out our faith.

This curriculum invites us to explore
meaning and mystery in the Bible
In addition to this curriculum, adult
through the texts of the revised com- education will offer the Chapel Class
Through the upcoming school year,
mon lectionary; it encourages us to
and a Bible study class.
every age of Third Church Sunday
School learners will be using the Sea- experience Christ’s transformation
through worship, sacraments and
sons of the Spirit curriculum. Each
By Pastor Kama Jongerius

Welcome Hunter Brumels,
Director of Youth Ministries
For those who do not know me, my
name is Hunter Brumels. I recently
began working at Third Reformed as
the Director of Youth Ministries. I
could not be more excited! I am a
2016 graduate of Hope College, majoring in Political Science, and minoring in
Youth Ministry. I am currently working
on getting my Masters of Divinity at
Western Theological Seminary. This
upcoming school year will be my fifth

year of youth ministry work, and I am
greatly anticipating the year at Third!
This summer has been a great time to
connect with students and members
of Third. So far this summer, the middle school and high school youth
groups, have had pool parties, the
senior high youth group went out to
Camp Fowler for a great mission opportunity, and the middle school stu-

dents served with an organization that
provides lunch to students during the
summer months. It has been amazing
to see how the students at Third have
fully engaged with the mission trip or
service projects that they have participated in! We are planning to have a
few more events, for both middle
school and high school, during the
summer. So, stay tuned!
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Summer Reading: The Lazy-Crazy Days of Summer
By Pastor Kent Fry
During the summer can be a great
time to read and take a break. I have
enjoyed Ron Chernow’s book on Alexander Hamilton that was made into a
hip-hop musical. Hamilton has been
badly misunderstood. Interesting that
Hamilton had connections to the colonial Reformed Church because his wife
Eliza was from the Reformed Church in
upper New York State. Hamilton died
in a duel with Aaron Burr who was a
candidate for President and a former
Vice-President and not the most decent politician of any era. Hamilton
had much to do with the shaping of
our Federal system of government and
a person who did value the forgotten
and the vulnerable. This latter part of
Hamilton’s reputation has been badly
misunderstood in popular history. The
campaigns for President during Hamilton’s era by both the Federalists and
the Republican-Democrats (as they
were called in those days) was probably as ugly and uncivil as we experience today.
Having enjoyed Chernow’s book on
Hamilton, I picked up the sequel on
Ulysses S. Grant, northern Civil War
general and 18th President of the United States. I don’t think this book lends
itself to a hip-hop musical but maybe a
future movie. Grant makes for a remarkable study because at the outbreak of the Civil War he was an assistant store manager reporting to two

younger brothers. Grant was in debt
and having failed at farming and numerous business ventures. Within
four years he is the commander of the
entire Union military operations and
overseeing the Union War effort with
a million men. Chernow argues that
Grant was the foremost general of
that war because he did not conceptualize one battle but how to coordinate
all the armies in a grand strategy to
win the war. And while some of
Grant’s brilliance as a general escaped
him during his presidency, Chernow
argues that he was the last president
up until the Civil Rights era of the
1960’s to advocate and intervene on
behalf of equality for all American citizens. Already Chernow’s book has
lifted Grant’s place among presidents
as evaluated by presidential historians.

that Third Church somewhat bridges.
While predicting the future is perilous,
Granberg explores some basic trends
affecting the ecclesiastical world. As
the pastor, some of this can be discouraging but on the other hand some
of the trends that we have been pursuing as a congregation are affirmed in
the book. Local congregations in Wes’
view need to be both global and local,
and the future of Christianity in America will involve immigrants and people
of color. For example, China now has
the most Christians worshiping on a
Sunday morning, and in twenty years
whites in the United States will make
up 49 percent of the population irrespective of immigration.

Themes of the book include embracing the color of the future; rejecting
the heresy of individualism, and defeating divisive culture wars in congreOn a more religious level getting back gational life. Impressed by the general
from vacation, I have been reading
themes of the book and their releWesley Granberg-Michaelson’s most vance to Third Church and any Chrisrecent book, Future Faith. Wes is the tian seeking to understand contempoformer General Secretary of the Rerary and future movements, I have
formed Church, and he has ties to
recommended the book to Sunrise
Third Church through marriage. Wes Saints for reading this year or next
has worshiped with us since I have
year. I also think that other individuserved as pastor of Third Church. This als and groups in the life of our conbook is an important read especially
gregation would also benefit greatly
for Third Church because it gives a
from this book.
good overview of recent trends with
American mainline Protestantism and
the evangelical community; something
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August 2018
Sun

5

Mon

6

10:00-Worship
Service

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

6:15-Men’s Bible
Study
8:00-Wednesday
Morning Prayers
6:00-Vacation Bible
School

6:00-Vacation Bible
School

10:00-Women’s
Prayer Group

7

8

9

10

11

9:30-Staff Meeting

6:15-Men’s Bible
Study
8:00-Wednesday
Morning Prayers

6:30-Bilingual Bible
Study & Prayer
Group

18

12

13

14

15

16

17

10:00-Worship
Service

1:00-Bridge Group

9:30-Staff Meeting
7:30-Outreach Team

6:15-Men’s Bible
Study
8:00-Wednesday
Morning Prayers
5:30-:Pizza Dinner
& Camp Chair Concert

6:30-Bilingual Bible
Study & Prayer
Group

10:00-Women’s
Prayer Group

19

20

21

22

23

24

10:00-Worship
Service

7:30-Music Team

9:30-Staff Meeting

6:15-Men’s Bible
Study
8:00-Wednesday
Morning Prayers

6:30-Bilingual Bible
Study & Prayer
Group

26

27

28

29

30

31

10:00-Worship
Service
5:00-End of Summer
Celebration at Osmans

1:00-Bridge Group
7:00-Fellowship
Committee

9:30-Staff Meeting

6:15-Men’s Bible
Study
8:00-Wednesday
Morning Prayers

6:30-Bilingual Bible
Study & Prayer
Group

9:00-Newsletter
Assembly

4

25
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Children’s Ministries
Service Opportunities
Children’ Ministries—Fall 2018

Vacation Bible School 2018

“Rolling River Rampage”
Experience the Ride of a Lifetime with God!
Monday, July 30– Thursday, August 2nd
6:00-8:15 P.M.
For Children aged 4–5th Grade
This year our VBS program went wild! “White water
rafting” wild! Along the river, children discovered
through Bible stories about Jesus, that life with God
is an adventure full of wonder and surprise, and that
no matter what challenges they may face they can
trust God to be with them!
Our VBS program consists of skits, stories, crafts,
music, recreation and snacks. New to our VBS program this year was the partnership with Ebenzer Assembly of God Church. This partnership has helped
us further reach into our neighborhood with 3 Small
groups led in Spanish!

When we baptize a child, we all promise to
help bring up the child in faith. It takes the
whole Church community to help nurture
and support the faith of our children.
We are currently seeking adults and youth
who love children and are willing to serve in
our Children’s Ministry programs. We need
individuals willing to serve in our Sunday
morning Educational program, both Sunday
School and Worship Centers (for children of
all ages), and leaders and helpers for our
Wednesday evening LIFT (Life In Faith Together) program.
If you have a heart for children and desire to
share the light of Christ with them, then we
have a place for you. For more information
on how you can serve, please contact Joyce
Fry (joycefry@trcholland.org).

We want to thank the congregation for supporting
our 2018 VBS program. We pray that through our efforts we have touched the lives of children in our
Church and community with the amazing love of Jesus!

Images from “Passport to Adventure” Summer Worship Program:
This summer we are learning to make good choices to live for God!
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New Members

world and also a wonderful knowledge
and experience of the Reformed
Church in America, both in the MidJohn and Sharon Blom: John and Shawest and the east.
ron already knew many people at
George and Ellie Higginson: George
Third Church because they are Hope
College graduates. Both career educa- and Ellie have a dual membership betors and living in Hudsonville, they
cause half of the year they live in Ariattend Hope College events including zona. Pastor Kent got to know George
sports, concerts, and HASP. Why not through the Holland Noon Rotary.
make Sunday another day to come
George is retired after many years
over to Holland? They appreciate the serving with the U.S. Air Force based
in many places in the United States
people at Third Church and the
thoughtful and musical form of worand at the end of his career Washingship at Third Church.
ton D.C. Ellie is a nurse by training and
at the end of her career was an educator in nursing. George and Ellie have
been very involved in Stephen’s Ministry in previous congregations, so they
bring a caring spirit for people.

Linda deVelder: Linda grew up at
Third Church when her father Christian Walvoord was the pastor of Third
Church. Linda lived through the incorporation of the Lincoln pulpit. She has
most recently moved to Holland from
New Jersey and has already participated in the Lenten Bible studies. From
sharing with her in the Bible study,
Linda has a broad perspective of the

Jim Lievense: Jim grew up at Third
Reformed Church and reconnected
with Third Church through his Mom
LaVerne and daughter Molly. Jim
worked in the pharmaceutical industry
for many years and then branched out
to owning some of his own companies. Although he lived in Traverse
City for many years he is enjoying being back at Third Church. He has a
great sense of humor.

Alma Reyes, and children Litzy, Karyme, and Azul: They have come to
Third Church through the ministry of
Angel and Janelle Lopez-Koolhaas.
Before coming to Holland they lived in
the State of Guerrero, Mexico. Members of the Wednesday prayer group
have been greatly blessed by Alma
and the children. Alma and Maria
Urrea have cooked for one of our
Wednesday night program dinners.
The meal was delicious. On Sunday,
June 17th Azul was baptized in a liturgy
of Spanish and English. The entire
family is learning English so we encourage you to introduce yourself and
speak simple conversational English.
We are blessed by having the Reyes
family with us.
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Living Green
By Mark Faga
We are certainly in the dog days of
summer. Dry as a bone. My grass,
though watered, is dry and
crunchy. My garden plants drooping
looking oh so sad. We in Holland have
had quite the stretch of hot, humid
and dry weather haven't we?

thing in my opinion. A first impression every 6 weeks for the best feeding and
so to speak.
bug and disease protection.
So what about my plants you may
ask. If your plants look anything like
mine they need a little more than your
average watering these days. Recently
Jonkers Garden e-mailed their monthly newsletter to me and it dealt with
this very subject. Overgrown, and under watered vegetation.

Deadheading your plants keeps your
planters looking good and encourages
new growth.

And now to the water. We are so dry
these days. Even having used mulch
that promises to hold water longer my
plants continue to need that life sustaining water. Don't assume our autoLiving Green has, in the past, talked a
The first thing they talked about was
matic watering systems is enough.
lot about saving the earth by reducing,
the garden thug. A plant like the pota- Nothing is better than a nice, regular
reusing and recycling. But there's
to vine can be very aggressive and
soaking from a good rain. And lightmore to Living Green than just those
overtake other plants like petunias
ning adding the nitrogen to the soil is
3. We also need to take care of what
drowning them out and using up pre- what grass needs. But in dry times like
we have so we don't have to replace
cious water and nutrients. Feel free to these we need the help of fertilizers
things.
trim those faster growing plants to
and extra water. So make sure you
even things out.
are keeping an eye on your plants, esThis month I'm going to touch a little
pecially the potted ones, as this curon taking care of your outdoor
They also suggest to continue fertilizrent weather pattern means we need
plants. Some of us put a considerable
ing. They recommend Schultz extendto water often.
amount of time and money into maked feed plant food or Jack's classic
ing our yards look like an extension of
blossom booster every time you water So fertilize and water so you can enjoy
who we are. And curb appeal is everyas well as Bayer rose and flower care the beauty of what God has given us
to take care of.

River Rapids
Backyard Bash
2018
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TRC Housing Ministry & You
By: Lorna Cook
How do we care for homeless families
living in Holland? In one important
way, our church has been involved in
housing and mentoring homeless families for twenty-three years, in partnership with Good Samaritan Ministries.
There have been many success stories
of families given safe haven, and children thriving in stable situations. It is a
very active ministry with a lot of ups
and downs and unexpected crises, but
also many rewards for all involved.
TRC owns three houses in the neighborhood, and over the past few years,
they have changed from ‘transitional
housing’ for 18-month stays, to more
long-term, in which our tenants remain for a few years while they get on

track, find regular employment, and
meet some goals. This means we are
involved longer with each others’
lives. An untold number of hours have
been spent in developing relationships, trouble-shooting, and helping
families in our houses with summer
camps, changing schools, car loans,
and accessing furniture and other necessities. Members of the Housing
Ministry also spend many hours behind the scenes working with church
staff, mentors, GSM, and outside help,
trying to keep track of everything.
We need your help! Please consider
joining us, in any capacity. There is a
new need for three teams of two (or
three) people to Adopt-a-House,

which means keeping up with maintenance issues for one of the three
houses. It does not mean you need to
be a plumber or electrician! And it is
separate from the work of mentors,
who walk alongside the tenants. We
will hold an informational meeting
September 12 at 7:00 p.m. to answer
questions.
Meanwhile, if you would like to find
out how you can get involved now,
short-term or longer, please contact
the co-chairs, Jon Van Duinen,
jon.van.duinen@gmail.com or Kelley
Pasatta, kpasatta@gmail.com . Regarding mentoring opportunities, contact Lorna Cook, lornajcook9@gmail.com .

Community Kitchen Update
By Gretchen Munroe
The Community Kitchen, an outreach
ministry of the Community Action
House, providing daily meals for those
in need, has settled back into the
newly renovated space at Western
Theological Seminary. Thankfully, during the construction work, the First
United Methodist Church provided
their kitchen and auditorium for our

displaced diners. Third Reformed
Church provides several volunteers to
this ministry: Servers, Dishwashers,
etc. If you are interested in a position
or in being a substitute occasionally,
please contact Gretchen Munroe at
298-8156.
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Thank You
If you have been enjoying the Third
Sunday Pizza Lunches please thank the
volunteers who work to make it happen.

ministrator, Roger De Young, and our
co-pastors Angel and Janelle LopezKoolhaas plus their daughters, Miriam
and Lorena, and a friend in my backyard where they had spent many
Thank you to the many musicians who
hours cleaning up a decidedly unwere a part of the 150th Anniversary
kempt weedy and needy mess. I was
CD project. Special thanks to Rob Lunn
overwhelmed by this humble
for doing many of the recordings right
“washing of feet” graphically symbolin our own sanctuary and Amy Lunn
ized by such service.
for the CD jacket layout. Extra CDs are
available to purchase in the office for Through these past 4 months when
$10 each. So many of you have said
both John and I have been incapacitatyou have played the CD several
ed, so many others within Third
times—share the love and some great Church also have cared for our many
music!
special needs: transportation, food,
cards, visits, encouragement, and asLinda Strouf
surance of prayers. Surely this
“washing of feet” symbolic spirit of
Several times during my life I have
been in a church where they decided service is found and nourished in our
to include foot-washing in the worship fellowship here at Third for which we
give thanks to God.
service. For some it obviously was a
very meaningful experience but for
Etta Hesselink
me it seemed too “artificial” and contrived. I was moved to wonder how in If you would like to thank the people
our culture and times something com- that have made the church so nice
parable could show us as confessing
with flowers that were planted thank:
Christians how to practice such hum- Emily Lievense, Diana Marsilje, john
ble service as exemplified by Christ.
Hoekstra, Jane and Rick Vandervelde,
Roger De Young, Ron and Sunny
This week I had an amazing answer to
Boeve, Sunny’s sisters Linda and Pat,
that quest. I came home from visiting
and our mower Susan Formsma
John at The Inn to find our church ad-

"Yea, though I walk through the valley
of the shadow of death, thou art with
me." I've heard these words since I
learned them in Sunday School long
ago. But they were real several weeks
ago when suddenly I was in ER at Holland Hospital after church. I don't remember any of it, but apparently my
family was called in to say good-bye to
me when an infection raged in my
body. The doctors tell me I am a miracle. I'm here to tell you I was lifted in
prayer by so many, that angels were
placed in my path. In Genesis 28:15,
God says, "I will not leave you"...and
He didn't. My word is GRATEFUL. I'm
looking forward to heaven, it sounds
like a wonderful place, but I'm not
ready yet and apparently God agreed.
I can't answer the "why" questions. I
don't have to, I know He's in control. I
thank all of you Third Church prayer
warriors from the bottom of my
heart!
Carol Segrist
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CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
Birthdays/Anniversaries
(birthdays 80 years plus/anniversaries 50 years plus)

Barb Feenstra
Gus Feenstra
Gayle & Paula Wilson
Jerry & Betty Van Wyngarden
Gus & Barb Feenstra
George & Joyce Magee
Don & Lois Van Lare
Bob & MaryAlice Ritsema
Frank & Coiene Smith
Gordon & Barb Mummert
John & Eileen Nordstrom
John & Etta Hesselink

August 5
August 5
August 19
August 19
August 20
August 20
August 23
August 24
August 25
August 26
August 27
August 29

84 years
88 years
57 years
64 years
63 years
58 years
60 years
61 years
67 years
57 years
64 years
67 years

Address/Phone Changes
Ben & Kaylie Kamphuis, 58 S. State St., Zeeland, 49464

Sympathy to
John DeJonge in the death of his wife, Sheryl, on June 7.
Christine Overbeek in the death of her husband, Larry, on June 10.
John & Eileen Nordstrom in the death of John’s sister, Betty Carlson.
Family & friends of Arlene Frego who died on June 18.
Marilyn & Tom Norman in the death of Marilyn’s brother, Jack De Witt,
on June 22.

New Members
John & Sharon Blom, 4685 Crescent Dr., Hudsonville , 49426, 616-6690239
Linda Walvoord de Velder, 24 E. 14th St., Holland, 49423 848-391-4942
George & Ellie Higginson, 30 Bay Meadows Dr., Holland, 49424 & 901 E.
Sylvester Spring Place, Green Valley, AZ 85614 517-230-9918
Jim Lievense, 396 Fairhill Ct., Holland, 49423 231-620-6333
Alma Reyes & daughters, Litzy, Karyme, & Azul, 204 W. 9th St. Holland,
49423 616-836-1501

Pray for
Libby Boven
Frank Pettinga
Norma Japinga
Carol Segrist
Walther Thome
Steve DeYoung
Elsa Pasatta
Anna Ritsema
Barb Piaget
John Hesselink
Elton Bruins
Charlotte Garlough

Profession of
Faith
Micah Faga
Jackson Hagood
Elly Ruiter

Birth
Cameron Reynolds
(Andrew & Melanie)
June 6, 2018

Baptism
Azul Koral Hernández Reyes
(Alma Reyes)
June 17, 2018
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