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“God is Our Refuge and Strength” 

By Pastor Kent Fry 

The corona-virus and the declaration of a state of emer-

gency by the Michigan Governor, have led to swift and 

precipitous changes to everyday life.  Events have moved 

so quickly, so swiftly, one could hardly predict where we 

would be from one day to the next.  Psalm 46 is quite ap-

propriate in describing this past week, “Even though the 

mountains shake and fall into the heart of the sea….” 

We quickly switched from a worship service designed cor-

porately in person in our sanctuary to an on-line Zoom 

Virtual Church at 11:00 a.m. Sunday morning.  With adap-

tation and continued improvements, this will be our form 

of worship probably for many weeks ahead.  But whatev-

er the form of our worship, we embrace the words of the 

psalmist, “God is our refuge and strength, a very present 

help in time of trouble.” 

Stay tuned to our web site at trcholland.org or Third Re-

formed Church Facebook page for updates.  In all proba-

bility Holy Week worship will be an on-line Zoom interac-

tive form. 

Our Virtual Zoom Worship on Sunday will include a wor-

ship tool kit, children and youth pages that can be down-

loaded from the web site, along with a bulletin each 

week.  Our intention is to continue on Sunday morning to 

be interactive and to do our liturgical worship in creative 

and innovative ways.  We are learning and adjusting as 

we go. 

Zoom allows us to know who is with us for worship on 

Sunday, but we are aware that not everyone in our 

church either has a computer or is comfortable with com-

puter technology.  The pastoral staff is assessing how we 

can connect with everyone in the congregation regardless 

of technology access.  Our goal and desire as a church is 

to remain connected together using various means. 

We are also aware that personal in-presence pastoral 

care, especially for those who are dying is going to pre-

sent a very difficult challenge.  The hospital and the nurs-

ing homes are not allowing visitors at this time, including 

the clergy.  We are seeking clarification on the rules espe-

cially when a death is imminent.  But for the most part 

clergy and elder care for the congregation will need to be 

by letter, email, or the telephone rather than in person.  

As pastors we grieve not being present with you as we 

would do normally, but we also want to support and 

affirm our public officials as they try to contain the threat 

of the corona virus. 

The consistory with considerable anguish has concluded 

that we should not do funerals in the sanctuary and wait 

until the health crisis passes.  We are suggesting a grave-

side committal outside at the cemetery, with a Memorial 

Service at a later date.   

We are working on various arrangements on Zoom so 

that we can be together for prayer, for Bible study, small 

group support, and maybe even an hour a week with a 

set time with specific clergy and other staff of the church.  

Check the web site as we continue to put new ways of 

communication in place.  (continued on page 3) 
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Worship Themes for Zoom Virtual Church for Lent 
and Easter: 
11:00 a.m. 

Go to the Church Web Site just before 11:00 a.m. and click on Zoom and you are in! 

A way for us to be together as a congregation in a time of the corona virus. 

“Don’t Come to Church; be the Church” 

Lent Series for 2020 

“Lenten Immersion Journey” 

                 Key Word(s) 

Palm Sunday   *Matthew 21:1-11; 27:11-54    Celebrate & Wait 

 April 5    “Hurry Up, and Wait 

Maundy Thursday Worship at 7:00 p.m. 

 April 9    “Sharing Pascal Bread and Wine…Shadows Lengthen into Night” 

Good Friday   Stay tuned for further updates 

 April 10 

Easter Sunday   *Matthew 28:1-10      Resurrection 

 April 12   “Easter Agents” 

The Season of Easter:  “Coming Together” 

Before the disciples became apostles and saints, they were simply a group of friends coming together to hear 

and tell one another a story for which there are no words.  We share the great story of the resurrection of 

Jesus in a safe environment so that we can share the story of Jesus in word and deed in the world. 

We follow passages for Feasting on the Word while following the Revised Common Lectionary. 

Second Sunday after Easter  “Humble Witness” 

 April 19       Acts 2:14a 22-32 

Third Sunday after Easter   “Walking with Jesus” 

 April 26       Luke 24:13-35 
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(continued from page 1) 

For now, we have the telephone and 

email.  We want to hear your joys and 

your concerns.   

Our mantra in this crisis is not “Don’t 

go to church; but be the church!”  We 

are thankful for the ways that congre-

gation members are reaching out to 

one another, caring for the vulnerable 

in our community, and looking for cre-

ative ways to serve in the community. 

The summer mission trips to the bor-

der and the Middle East have been 

cancelled under the present national 

emergency.  This was to be a key initi-

ative of our congregation, and we will 

have to find other ways to be in mis-

sion in our own community.  Summer 

Vacation Bible School has been 

planned to be a series of Wednesday 

nights through the summer rather 

than one particular week near the end 

of the summer.  We will make deci-

sions about this in the near future. 

 In all decisions we are giving over-

whelming credence to health profes-

sionals and acting in a way that cares 

for the health and well-being of mem-

bers of the congregation, as well as 

the most vulnerable. Many more ad-

justments are surely ahead and this is 

but the beginning.  What we can 

affirm is that “God is our refuge and 

strength, a very present help in time of 

trouble.”  “The light shines in the dark-

ness and the darkness does not over-

come the light!” 

 

Where Can I Find the Sunday Service 

 

Check the church website: www.trcholland.org 

Join via Zoom on Sunday mornings at 11:00 

or click on media, the service will be posted there by Tuesday morning. 

View at home on your TV: AT & T channel 99; Comcast channels 24, 25, & 26 

Times are Wednesday and Friday at 12:30 p.m. and Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 

Not available on Charter. 

By Phone: Sunday morning at 11:00 a.m. 

Phone: 1-929-205-6099 

Once you call that number, you will need to enter our Meeting ID: 757 315 675 

During the call, you can mute and unmute yourself by dialing *6. 
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Monthly Devotion 
Guides 
The church keeps a supply of Upper Room and Words 

of Hope devotionals. If you usually get your copy at 

church and would like to have a copy of one or both of 

these devotionals please call, 392-1459, or email, 

office@trcholland.org and they will be mailed to you.  

Living Green 
By Mark Faga 

CORONA - COVID19 – PANDEMIC: 

Words that have brought fear and 

panic to our world; words that have 

changed March madness and halted 

the sports world indefinitely; words 

that have churches and schools closing 

to their congregants and students. It 

seems that even the presidential pri-

maries are taking the back page news 

in order for the world to hear the lat-

est on the virus. Store shelves are 

empty of items like hand sanitizers 

and toilet paper. Suppliers of these 

items have no idea when they will be 

restocked. But the world moves on. 

We understand the need to clean 

better, to clean more often, to keep a 

little more distance between each oth-

er and to nod acknowledgements as 

opposed to shaking hands and to re-

member that God is good and in 

charge. Faith is important in times like 

this. But be smart. Live accordingly. 

And to that we add a new segment to 

Living Green with a guest contribu-

tor. Our very own Marcia Forsman 

who is our resident professional DIYer 

when it comes to making your own 

cleaning supplies is sharing her recipe 

for hand sanitizer. So here it is.... 

3 tablespoons of Aloe Vera gel 

2 tablespoons of non alcohol witch 

hazel 

1/2 teaspoon of vitamin E oil 

16 drops of tea tree essential oil 

8 drops of lavender, peppermint or 

any other oil that you like the fra-

grance of. 

Mix together. Put in a small glass spray 

bottle or PET safe squeeze bottle. Re-

member you only need a small 

amount of this or ANY hand sanitiz-

er. This will last for about a year. 

Next month......DIY your own hand 

soap! 

And in other news...... 

1) Your April rubber band hacks 

     - use a band to wrap around a 

  ribbon spool or wrapping paper  

     - use as a jar opening grip 

2) #11 on Green America's 15 things 

you should never buy again 

     - Items made with PVC  

 plastic....Vinyl chloride, the  

 chemical used to make PVC is a 

 known human carcinogen.  

3) Dinner/devotion question 

 Read John 3:16 and Colossians 1:15-

16, 20. Name aloud living and non-

living things in your town or city.  How 

might Jesus's redemptive work 

affect how we treat creation? 

So there you have it.  Be safe and 

know that God loves you and the 

world He created.  So take care of 

yourself by taking care of the place we 

call home. 

Did You Know… 
that even though the church building and office are closed 

you can still call the church office phone number, 616-392-

1459, and reach Kristen if you got question, prayer request, 

etc..   
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Pray for 
Barb Mummert 

Sharon Bos 

Brad Warren 

Gene Heideman 

 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 
Birthdays/Anniversaries 
(birthdays 80 years plus/anniversaries 50 years plus) 

Ruby Steketee   April 4  100 years 

Arleen Hewlett   April 16  102 years 

Sympathy to 
family and friends of Betty Maier who died on March 7. 

Marshall and Jacquie Elzinga in the death of their son, Michael, on March 7 in 

Colorado 

family and friends of Ken Koning who died on March. 12 

Eileen Nordstrom in the death of her husband, John, on March 17. 

family and friends of Winifred Kooiker on her death on March 19. 

Elaine Bruins in the death of her husband, Elton, on March 23. 
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