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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Young Hearts 
Join us on Thursday, April 25 at 1:00 p.m. for a presentation, followed by 

dessert. Our youth director, Hunter Brumels, will share what he learned 

when he and his seminary classmates traveled to the southern border 

this past January. Hunter will present on the current social and political 

climate in the border area, specifically in Douglas, AZ and Agua Prieta, 

Sonora, Mexico. He will also be giving an overview of the seminary trip, 

and how the church has been, and continues to be, active in that commu-

nity. This is an opportunity to hear a first hand account on a topic that is 

frequently discussed. The presentation will be in the Chapel, with a time 

of dessert and conversation following in the Fellowship Hall. Please sign 

up by calling the church office (392-1459), or by signing up in the Gather-

ing Place in the month of April. 

Easter Breakfast 
You are warmly invited to the Annual Breakfast on Sunday, April 21, at 
9:45 a.m., hosted by TRC Youth Ministries. Middle School and High School 
Youth will serve a continental breakfast. There is no cost at the door, but 
donations are welcomed and all proceeds will benefit the TRC Youth Pro-
gram. 
 

Upcoming Events at Third 
 

Thursday, April 18    Maundy Thursday Service   7:00 p.m. 

Friday, April 19 Good Friday Service  12:10 p.m. 

Saturday, April 20 Easter Egg Hunt   10:00 a.m. 

Thursday, April 25   Young Hearts Program & Dessert   1:00 p.m. 

Saturday/Sunday April 27 & 28    Crop Walk 

Thursday, May 23   Young Hearts Luncheon   12:00 p.m. 

Sunday, May 26   Summer services begin one service at 10:00 a.m. 

SUNDAY WORSHIP THEMES FOR 

LENT & EASTER  

8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, April 7   Fifth Sunday of Lent 

 Isaiah 43:16-21; *John 12:1-8  

 God Moves Us…to Empty Ourselves 

Sunday, April 14  Palm Sunday or Pas-

sion Sunday 

 *Luke 19:28-40 and Luke 23:1-49 

 God Moves…to the Cross 

Maundy Thursday: Service at 7:00 p.m. 

Return to Me:  A Choral Service based 

on the Stations of the Cross 

 By Terry W. York 

 Sung by the Third Reformed Church  

 Choir 

 With the Celebration of Communion 

Sunday, April 21 Easter Sunday 

 Psalm 118:1-2; 14-24; *John 20:1-18 

 God Moves….into the Easter Garden 

 9:45 a.m. Easter Breakfast  

 sponsored by Third Reformed 

 Church Youth Ministries 

Easter Series:  “The Unexpected Sur-

prises of God” 

Sunday, April 28  

First Sunday after Easter 

 “The Surprising Turnaround” 

 Acts 5:27-32 
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Adult Spiritual Formation Class will 

meet each Sunday morning in the Cen-

tennial Room on the lower level. This 

class is participatory, experiential and 

rooted in scripture as we talk about 

ways we practically live out our faith 

in Christ. 

Chapel Class 

April 7 

“The Music of Lent ” 

Linda Fulton  

We don’t often consider the various 

streams of hymnody that compile our 

modern Christian hymnal. Linda will 

give us an overview of our hymnody 

history, ending with some Lenten 

hymns.  

April 14  

“The Music of Lent” 

Linda Strouf  

Linda will lead us through various 

forms of music that help us experience 

the sentiments of Lent. 

April 21 

Easter—No education 

April 28 

“Growing Young” 

Dale Dykema 

Dale Dykema, vice president of Consis-

tory, has enthusiastically embraced 

the initiative our church began one 

year ago: inviting youth and children 

into all aspects of church leadership. 

How is that effort progressing, and 

how is it changing us? 

Adult Education 
 

Adult Education classes begin at 9:45 a.m. 

Consistory Initi-
atives 
By Kent Fry 

We are thankful for the many new 

families present for worship, educa-

tion, and Wednesday night program-

ing.  We continue to hold Angel and 

Janelle and the Spanish worshipers in 

prayer during the initial launch and 

discernment in regard to the future. 

Hunter Brumels, Youth Director, is 

leading a group of Third Church mem-

bers in a ministry which identifies 16 

to 28 years old that are on the fringes 

of the church. They are paired with 

empty nesters who are also somewhat 

removed from the center of the 

church.  They develop a relationship of 

sharing and caring that can benefit  

people of both generations. 

A group of five members of the con-

gregation traveled to Denver, CO for 

training in 3DM which presents a mod-

el for discipleship used at St. Thomas 

Anglican Church in Bristol, England, 

the largest church in Europe.  The Re-

formed Church in America is using this 

model for discipleship ministry as we 

move further into the 21st century. 

Five members of the congregation 

were at a training late in February at 

Hope College to discern whether we 

will make a proposal for funding 

around the theme of vocation and call-

ing.  The committee is currently dis-

cerning the direction of such a pro-

posal and how it would interface with 

3DM and the Generation Spark initia-

tive. 
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2019 is off to a favorable start with 

giving for the two-month period end-

ing 2/28/19 up $25,000 over the same 

time last year. Operating expenses are 

slightly less than last year, and only 2% 

more if we normalize for accelerated 

Outreach funding during the first part 

of 2018.  Our actual Net Income is 

about -$15,600 for 2019 compared to 

-$48,000 in 2018.   

Net Income is the difference between 

Total Income and Total Expenses.  It is 

not unusual to be running a loss at this 

point in our fiscal year. 

Equally important are the balances in 

our Operating and Reserve Accounts 

at the end of the period.  Our Oper-

ating Account balance is $61,600 more 

than last year and our Reserve Ac-

count balance is up $14,500 more 

than last year. These are favorable 

trends as we head into the final month 

of the First Quarter.  Other than our 

current payables, we remain debt 

free, as we did throughout 2018. 

It is difficult to make projections for 

year-end at this point but we will keep 

watching these numbers on a monthly 

basis and report the results of our fi-

nancial activity as planned.   

I’ve included some high-level numbers 

below that I think are good indicators 

of our current financial position.  If 

you would like additional information 

or have any questions, please let me 

know.  

Finance Report 
By Jeff Beird, Treasurer 

Encuentro de 
Adoracion en Es-
panol 
Worship Gathering in 
Spanish 
By Janelle Lopez-Koolhass 

A huge “gracias!” to all who have been 

praying and offering encouragement 

for the exploratory services in Spanish 

in the month of March!  Those who 

have participated have expressed 

great excitement for how its been go-

ing, and it has been a joy and privilege 

to share this time of worship togeth-

er.  We are already planning to meet 

again on April 14 and April 21 at 1:00 

p.m. for Holy Week worship.  All are 

welcome!  

On Palm Sunday, April 14, we will 

have a special Bilingual telling of Jesus’ 

last days during Holy Week. The time 

will be interactive and especially ori-

ented for children who speak English, 

Spanish, or both! Please consider join-

ing us from 1:00-2:00 p.m.  
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An Excerpt of 
the Message 
on the First Sunday of Lent:  
based on Luke 4:1-11 
“Certainty”  
by Pastor Kent Fry 

The First Sunday of Lent was the All 

Church Retreat.  Here is an excerpt of 

the message about Jesus cast into the 

wilderness by the Holy Spirit where he 

was tempted for 40 days.  This launch-

es the 40 days of Lent: 

I wonder if we can take the tempta-

tions of Jesus together as a whole.  As 

Jesus is about to begin his ministry of 

teaching and healing, and later turning 

his face to go to Jerusalem; as Jesus is 

on the move in the midst of the peo-

ple of Israel and confronted by all the 

forces of the first century—religious, 

political, spiritual, Jesus is tempted 

with wanting to be absolutely certain 

about God and about absolute assur-

ance of the coming kingdom of God. 

Satan is saying in all three tempta-

tions, “If you are God’s Son, let’s see 

you act like it!”  Give us some solid 

evidence.  Prove who you say that you 

are.  We need facts.  We need proof.  

Turn these stones into bread.  Take 

over and transform all the nations of 

the world and their politics through 

any means necessary.  Throw yourself 

down from the pinnacle of the temple.  

Come on Jesus, prove that you are the 

Son of God.  Give these poor strug-

gling believers trodding through the 

liturgical year who hear about you, 

give them some solid evidence, tangi-

ble proof that you are God’s Son. 

The heavenly voice says you are God’s 

Son.  Now produce some eye witness-

es.  Line up the facts so that the exist-

ence of God can be proved in a 

straight line argument that is air tight, 

without a shadow of a doubt, a 

knocked down argument so that there 

is no such thing as belief in God or 

God’s Son but nothing but sheer fact 

and logic. 

I don’t know about you, but once-in-

awhile, I would like God to come along 

like those airplanes at the beach pull-

ing a trailer advertisement, and God 

write it up in the daytime sky or may-

be the nighttime stars, “I exist and Je-

sus is indeed the Son of God.”  I kind 

of think we would all like the Christian 

life to be like that.   

“If you are the Son of God, then….”  

Facts, proof, a slam dunk. 

I raise the temptation of certainty 

about the three temptations taken 

together because when I am in a life 

transition and getting more anxious, I 

want absolute certainty that marrying 

this particular woman is the absolute 

right thing to do; or taking this assign-

ment, job, calling that there is a fool 

proof sign that this is the absolute 

right direction.  And I find that some-

times in major life decisions it makes 

me revisit the most basic and absolute 

convictions and compass direction—

not only God’s reality but God is love 

and that we are called to love God and 

to love our neighbor rather than to 

put oneself at the center of life. 

Jesus over a length of time, as he 

prayed and meditated and served, did 

come to a much clearer and unfolding 

sense of his calling and what he was to 

do going to the cross as the suffering 

servant dying for the sins of the whole 

world.  In a time of transition and cru-

cial decisions in ministry Jesus did take 

time in prayer.  But Jesus did not have 

a complete script with everything fig-

ured out all ahead of time.  Jesus had 

to trust God, to act in faith.   

In the realm of God or in the realm of 

Jesus, it cannot be something that is 

absolutely proved.  It is a little bit like 

the person you marry.  Does the per-

son love you and do you love them?  

Or do your parents love you and do 

you love them?  You can cite some 

examples of compassion and kindness.  

But in the end it comes down to basic 

trust, faith.  To demand proof is may-

be to misunderstand the nature of 

relationships. 

I think that is roughly analogous to 

your commitment to Jesus.  It is not so 

much a matter of rock solid evidence 

in terms of lining up all facts and com-

ing to a verdict, but rather a matter in 

living life that you know Jesus to be 

true and to keep not only his word but 

his living presence in your life.  Or as 

C.S. Lewis once put it, “You are not 

faced with an argument that demands 

ascent, but with a person who de-

mands your confidence.”  (McGrath, 

page 77) 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 
by Joyce Fry 

Easter Egg & Holy Treasure Hunt 
     Saturday, April 20  
        10:00 a.m. 
For Children aged 2— the 3rd Grade. 

Bring your Easter basket AND 
a non-perishable food item to 

donate to the Community Action 
House. 

 

Come celebrate the true meaning of  
Holy Week and Easter.   

The children will hear the story of Holy Week and 
will look for “Holy Treasures” associated with 
Jesus’ last week on earth, as well as looking for 
Easter Eggs.  In addition, crafts, refreshments 
and fellowship with the community will make this 
an event you will not want to miss. 
 

Invite your family and friends to join 
with us as we celebrate the joy of   

Easter as a Church and  
neighborhood community. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Help is Needed for this Event 
We will need help hiding eggs, giving out 
prizes, helping with crafts, serving refresh-
ments, greeting our neighbors, and bringing 
treats for our Easter Egg/Holy Treasure 
Hunt.  If you can serve, please sign up in the 
Gathering Place.  Thank you! 

 

 “Let’s Go Fly A Kite” 
LIFT Family Fun Event 

April 10, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
Kite Decorating 

Picnic Supper 
LIFT Celebration 

Kite Flying at Kollen Park 
 

Suggested Donations: 
 $2.00/Kite;  $5.00/Max-Family  

Supper Donations 
 

Sign up in Gathering Place or Email 
Joyce Fry (joycefry@trcholland.org) 

by April 7.  Thank You! 

Sunday School Offerings 

Just a reminder to our Sunday School 
families to continue to support our 2 
mission offerings projects this year. 

1.Mobility Worldwide:  We have now collected 
enough money to purchase 3 carts for  mobility 
challenged children in impoverished countries.  
Can we collect enough for a 4th cart? 

2.Food and Toiletry items for Community Action 
House.  The class with the most items brought 
in by May 19 will get a special  surprise. 

Thank you for supporting our mission projects! 

mailto:joycefry@trcholland.org
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Youth News 
By Hunter Brumels 

The youth program continues to hold 

youth groups, and Sunday School, 

both of which are going great! It has 

been great to see the youth and 

church engagement with the youth 

program! Thank you to all who have 

supported the youth with your time 

and prayers! As we begin to wrap up 

youth groups for the year, please 

continue to pray for the stu-

dents of Third Reformed 

Church! 

Looking ahead, the high school 

students are planning on going 

to Camp Fowler this summer for 

a week of service! They will be 

serving alongside four other 

churches from the area by par-

ticipating in some work projects 

on camp property and the surround-

ing city! It will be an awesome time of 

service, and adventure in the Adiron-

dacks! If you know of anyone who 

might be interested in joining, please 

let Hunter know 

(hunter.brumels@trcholland.org). 

In addition to youth programing at 

Third, the church has made a commit-

ment to partner with Hope College in 

a program called Generation Spark. 

Generation Spark places adults in 

mentoring relationships with youth, 

with the purpose of solving a problem 

in the community or church. Howev-

er, the solution of the problem is not 

the true end goal. Instead, the hope 

is that the adult and students will 

build a meaningful relationship in 

which faith can grow, and connection 

to the church can flourish. Genera-

tion Spark keeps more youth in 

church by giving them what they 

want most: a relationship with an 

adult friend who shares priceless les-

sons in faith and life. If you are in-

terested in being an adult mentor, 

or being part of the prayer team 

(each mentor relationship will be 

assigned a prayer partner that will 

pray specifically for that relation-

ship), please contact Hunter. Thank 

you for all the support and prayers 

for the Youth Programs at Third.  

Let laughter ‘spring’ forth! 
“Spring is when you feel like whistling, even with a shoe full of slush.” (Doug Larson) 

“Easter is the only time when it’s perfectly safe to put all of your eggs in one basket.” (Evan Esar) 

“Spring is the time of year when it is summer in the sun and winter in the shade.” (Charles Dickens) 

“The world is mud-luscious and puddle wonderful.” (e.e. cummings) 

“In the spring, at the end of the day, you should smell like dirt.”  (Margaret Atwood) 

mailto:hunter.brumels@trcholland.org
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Living Green 
By Mark Faga 

Living Green.....what does that mean 

to you?  Recycling? Reusing?  Reduc-

ing?  Gardening?  Electric cars?  Walk-

ing, biking?  Whatever Living Green 

means to you it comes down to a life-

style choice.  Right?  You have to 

CHOOSE to bike instead of drive, to 

grow your own produce instead of 

buying it, to recycle that tin can in-

stead of tossing it.  And once we've 

chosen to do something as important 

as saving our planet it becomes a com-

mitment.  Now don't get me wrong, 

you will never be perfect at saving the 

planet and you will slip up on your 

commitment to try.  Don't beat your-

self up about it.  Just make the choice 

to do better again. 

April 22...Earth Day.....celebrating 50 

years this year.  What will you and 

your family do this month to make a 

lifestyle choice?  Keep reading for ide-

as. 

So.....plastic.  Are you tired of me talk-

ing to you about it?  It's a big 

deal.  And again, you can't revamp 

your life overnight but you can commit 

to making wiser, more educated choic-

es in the future.  Take for instance the 

plastic grocery bags.  You have choic-

es.  You can shop at a store like Aldi's 

or Sam's Club where they do not have 

bags but where you have access 

to  their product boxes needed.  You 

can ask for paper bags instead.  You 

can also purchase your very own reus-

able bag with handles from most re-

tailers these days and then just bring 

them in with you.  Best part is you can 

use anybody's bag anywhere. 

Mark your calendars for Tuesday, April 

23 from 6:30-8pm in the Hazel B. 

Hayes Auditorium at Herrick Public 

Library for “Economics of Sustainabil-

ity.”  A panel of local business owners 

will discuss why and how they have 

implemented environmentally and 

socially responsible business practic-

es.  Come to listen, ask questions and 

learn how supporting a values-driven 

business can be a great way to support 

a sustainable economy. 

Continuing with K & L from the HGTV 

article "how long do things last?" 

K - Keratin treatment...Up to 3 months 

if you let it fully set in by not washing 

your hair for at least 24 hours after the 

process.  And for the same reason says 

Stephanie Johnson of Marie Robinson 

Salon skip exercising the first day after 

to avoid perspiration. 

L - Laptops...3-5 years. Kan Liu, a 

Google senior director of product 

management, gives this infor-

mation.  Delete unnecessary files, oc-

casionally blast your keyboard with 

compressed air so dust doesn't clog up 

the fans and understand that even if 

you replace the hard drive and battery 

you'll eventually need updated soft-

ware which typically requires a more 

powerful cpu - the brains of the com-

puter. 

And finally something new.  #1 of 15 

things you should never buy again 

from Green America. 

#1 - Styrofoam cups.  Styrofoam is for-

ever. It is NOT biodegradable so in-

stead, buy recyclable and compostable 

paper cups when you can.  Best op-

tion....use a reusable mug. 

God's blessings as you celebrate Earth 

Day and continue to make the com-

mitment to a lifestyle choice of Living 

Green. 
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Dear Friends at Third Reformed, 

I appreciated all the cards and words 

of encouragement on the death of my 

brother. 

Walter also sends his thank you for 

the soft prayer shawl, visits, and cards. 

Sincerely, 

Ruby Thome 

Thank You 

What a joy to gather once again at 

Camp Geneva March 8-10 for the TRC 

Winter Retreat with over 100 peo-

ple!  Participants filled every room in 

the lodge and enjoyed the company of 

additional folks who came for Satur-

day for worship, games, fellowship 

and learning together.  The disciple-

ship theme for this year was “Growth 

Spurts”, comprised of 4 sessions of 

worship and testimonies in which 

members of a variety of ages and ex-

periences shared about something 

God has been doing in their lives.  It 

was a very moving time of sharing 

about life in faith together!  Other ac-

tivities included a discussion time with 

international Masters of Theology stu-

dents about the Global Church, and a 

presentation about the Enneagram led 

by Dan and Debbie Rooks. Other high-

lights included crafts and the open 

gym,  and the always unforgettable 

Annual Retreat Talent Show called this 

year, “Zo You Zink You Can Dance?”! 

Thanks to all who helped to plan and 

lead this wonderful weekend, and to 

all who came out to spend time to-

gether!  

2019 Winter Retreat: “Growth Spurts” 
By Janelle Lopez-Koolhaas 
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Birthdays/Anniversaries 
(birthdays 80 years plus/anniversaries 50 years plus) 

Ruby Steketee  April 4  99 years 

Arleen Hewlett  April 16  101 years  

Address/Phone Changes 
Karin Ashcroft, 2271 Taft Rd., Allegan, MI  49010 

Betty Maier, American House Boardwalk B-9, 11909 James St., 49424 

Transfer Out 
Tom & Lois Dykstra to La Grave Christian Reformed Church, Grand Rapids 

Sympathy to 
Ruby and Walter Thome in the death of Ruby’s brother, Gerald Snyder, on 

February 18 in Bicknell, IN. 

Jane and Rowland Van Es in the death of Jane’s mother, Trudy Vander 

Haar, on February 19. 

Elton and Elaine Bruins in the death of Elton’s sister, Cynthia Redker, on 

March 6. 

Sue Pettinga and Cindy and Mark Hiskes in the death of their husband 

and father, Frank Pettinga, on March 13. 

Jane Snyder in the death of her husband, Ray, on March 20. 

 

Pray for 
Walter Thome 

Jill Slenk 

Phyllis Mahy 

Betty Maier 

Theresa Hamm 

Elton Bruins 

Ruby Thome 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

**Sunday Morning 

Education Schedule 

 

9:25-TRC Singers 

9:45-Sunday Morn-

ing Live 

9:45-Children’s 

Choir 

9:45-Education for 

Adults 

10:00-Children’s & 

Youth Education 

1 2 

 

9:30-Staff Meeting 

3 

 

6:15-Men’s Bible 
Study 

6:30-Sunrise Saints 

8:00-Wednesday 
Morning Prayers 

6:20-Sanctuary 

Choir 
6:30-Bilingual Bible 

Study 

4 

 

7:00-Special Educa-
tion Ministry  

7:00-Lenten Book 

Discussion 

5 

 

10:00-Women’s 
Prayer Group 

6 

 

11:00-Ray Snyder 
Memorial Service 

7 

 

8:00-Matins Choir 
8:30-Worship Ser-

vice 

**Sunday Morning 

Education Schedule 
11:00-Worship 

Service 
4:45-Carillon Choir 

6:00-Lenten Book 

Discussion 
 

8 

 

1:30-Miriam Bible 
Study 

7:00-History Book 

Group 
7:30-Music Team 

9 

 

8:30-Ruth Bible 
Study 

9:30-Staff Meeting 

10:00-Hannah/
Elizabeth Bible 

Study 

12:00-Lydia Bible 
Study 

7:30-Outreach Team 

10 

 

6:15-Men’s Bible 
Study 

6:30-Sunrise Saints 

8:00-Wednesday 
Morning Prayers 

1:30-Rachel Bible 

Study 
5:30-LIFT Family 

Fun Night 

6:20-Sanctuary 
Choir 

6:30-Bilingual Bible 

Study 

11 

 

7:00-Special Educa-
tion  Ministry 

7:00-Lenten Book 

Study 
7:30-Worship Minis-

try GRoup 

12 13 

14 

 

8:00-Matins Choir 
8:30-Worship Ser-

vice 

**Sunday Morning 

Education Schedule 
10:00-TRC Ringers 

11:00-Worship 
Service 

12:15-Town Hall 

Meeting 
1:00-Binlingual 

Family Holy Week 

Worship 
4:45-Carillon Choir 

6:00-Lenten Book 

Discussion 

15 

 

7:00-Martha Bible 
Study  

16 

 

9:30-Staff Meeting 

17 

 

6:15-Men’s Bible 
Study 

6:30-Sunrise Saints 

8:00-Wednesday 
Morning Prayers 

6:20-Sanctuary 

Choir 
6:30-Bilingual Bible 

Study 

18 

 

7:00-Maundy Thurs-
day Service 

19 

 

10:00-Women’s 
Prayer Group 

12:00-Good Friday 

Service at Maple 
Ave Ministries 

12:00-Church Office 

Closed 

20 

 

9:00-Choir Rehears-
al 

10:00-Easter Egg/

Holy Treasure Hunt 

21 

 

8:00-Choir Rehears-
al 

8:30-Worship Ser-

vice 
9:45-Easter Break-

fast 

11:00-Worship 
Service 

22 

 

4:00-Women’s Min-
istries Executive 

Board 

4:30-Women’s Min-
istries Board 

23 

 

9:30-Staff Meeting 

24 

 

6:15-Men’s Bible 
Study 

6:30-Sunrise Saints 

8:00-Wednesday 
Morning Prayers 

6:20-Sanctuary 

Choir 
6:30-Bilingual Bible 

Study 

25 

 

1:00-Young Hearts 
Program & Dessert 

6:00-Special Educa-

tion Ministries 

26 

 

9:00-Newsletter 
Assembly 

27 

28 

 

8:00-Matins Choir 
8:30-Worship Ser-

vice 

**Sunday Morning 

Education Schedule 
10:00-TRC Ringers 

11:00-Worship 
Service 

12:15-Prayer Team 

Lunch 

4:45-Carillon Choir 

29 30 

 

9:30-Staff Meeting 
7:00-Christian Edu-

cation Committee 

    

April 2019 
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