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Welcome

Call to Worship 
Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth.
Worship the LORD with gladness;
come before him with joyful songs.
Know that the LORD is God.
It is he who made us, and we are his;
we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts
with praise;
give thanks to him and praise his name!

—Psalm 100

 
Hymn #560 We Praise You, O God (vs. 1 and 2) 
  Tune: kremser

We praise you, O God, 
our Redeemer, Creator;
in grateful devotion 
our tribute we bring.
We lay it before you, 
we kneel and adore you;
we bless your holy name, 
glad praises we sing.

We worship you, 
God of our fathers and mothers;
through life’s storm and tempest 
our guide you have been.
When perils o’ertake us, 
you never forsake us.
And with your help, 
O Lord, our battles we win.

Savoring “The Beauty of the Earth”

Scripture Reading: Psalm 33:1-12

Meditation   Rev. Kent Fry

Prayer
“For the beauty of the earth, 
for the glory of the skies,
for the love which from our birth 
over and around us lies.
Christ, our Lord, to you we raise 
this, our hymn of grateful praise.”

For the rain, the harvest, the flowers, the mountains,
the birds, the leaves; for paychecks, clothing, shelter,
and tasty food, Lord, we say thank you. In Jesus’ name.
Amen.

Hymn # 19  For the Beauty of the Earth” (vs. 1 and 2) 
  Tune: dix

For the beauty of the earth, 
for the glory of the skies, 
for the love which from our birth 
over and around us lies,

Refrain:
Christ, our Lord, to you we raise 
this, our hymn of grateful praise.

For the wonder of each hour 
of the day and of the night, 
hill and vale and tree and flower, 
sun and moon and stars of light, 

Refrain:
Christ, our Lord, to you we raise 
this, our hymn of grateful praise.

—reprinted with permission by OneLicense.net #A-703249



Savoring “The Wonder of Each Hour”

Scripture Reading: Luke 2:15–20

Meditation   Katherine Hoekstra

Prayer
“For the wonder of each hour of the day and of the night, . . . 
Christ, our Lord, to you we raise this, our hymn of grateful praise.” 
We thank you for the experiences you’ve given us over the past 
year. Some have brought us joy. Some have opened our eyes to a 
new dimension of life. Some have been tough, but through them 
we have experienced your care— we learned something; we’ve 
grown. Some of these moments have quietly nurtured us; they’ve 
been like daily bread to us.

Thank you, Lord, for all these moments—for being present with us, 
speaking, and providing each day. In Jesus’ name.

Amen.

Hymn #5  Let All Things Now Living 
  Tune: Ash Grove

Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving
To God the creator triumphantly raise.
Who fashioned and made us, protected and stayed us,
Who still guides us on to the end of our days.
His banners are o’er us, His light goes before us,
A pillar of fire shining forth in the night.
Till shadows have vanished and darkness is banished
As forward we travel from light into light.

His law he enforces, the stars in their courses
And sun in its orbit obediently shine;
The hills and the mountains, the rivers and fountains,
The deeps of the ocean proclaim him divine.
We too should be voicing our love and rejoicing;
With glad adoration a song let us raise
Till all things now living unite in thanksgiving:
“To God in the highest, Hosanna and praise!”

—reprinted with permission by ccli #1186381

Savoring “The Joy of Human Love”

Scripture Reading: Ephesians 1:15–23

Meditation   Rev. Kama Jongerius

Prayer
“For the joy of human love,  
brother, sister, parent, child, 
friends on earth and friends above,  
for all gentle thoughts and mild, 
Christ, our Lord, to you we raise  
this, our hymn of grateful praise.”

Lord, we thank you for each one mentioned, for your work in their 
lives, and for the blessing they’ve been to us. Thank you for each 
one in this church. Help us to see in each other your provision and 
your love.

Amen.

Hymn # 543  Now Thank We All Our God (vs. 1 and 2) 
  Tune: nun danket

Now thank we all our God
with heart and hands and voices,
who wondrous things has done,
in whom his world rejoices;
who from our mothers’ arms
has blessed us on our way
with countless gifts of love,
and still is ours today.

O may this bounteous God
through all our life be near us,
with ever joyful hearts
and blessed peace to cheer us,
to keep us in his grace,
and guide us when perplexed,
and free us from all ills
in this world and the next.



Savoring Christ: “Best Gift Divine”

Scripture Reading: 2 Corinthians 9:6–15

Meditation   Matt De Jongh

Prayer
“For yourself, best gift divine,  
to the world so freely given,  
agent of God’s grand design:  
peace on earth and joy in heaven.  
Christ, our Lord, to you we raise  
this, our hymn of grateful praise.”

Lord, we’ve thanked you for blessings in the world around us and 
for the richness of moments and experiences. We’ve thanked you 
for the blessing of people—all wonderful gifts. But we’ve reserved 
our most heartfelt gratitude for the gift of your Son, Jesus Christ. 
Words cannot fully express our thanks. We love you, Lord.

Amen.

Offering Our Thanks

Now Thank We All Our God, J.S. Bach  —Bruce Formsma, 
         Trumpet

Our Thanksgiving offering is designated for Lighthouse 
Immigrant Advocates. They serve front-line workers who  
are the most vulnerable, both physically and financially,  
this year. 

Sharing our thanksgivings

Hymn 965 Doxology  
  Tune: old hundredth

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
praise him, all creatures here below;  
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
    Amen.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen.

Hymn # 543  Now Thank We All Our God (vs. 3) 
  Tune: nun danket

All praise and thanks to God
the Father now be given,
the Son and Spirit blest,
who reign in highest heaven–
the one eternal God,
whom earth and heaven adore;
for thus it was, is now,
and shall be evermore.

Blessing
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