
 

Wondrous Vinegrower, you make all things new by your Word and Spirit, feeding your people 
with love, joy, and peace. Lead us today to new beginnings and new growth. Teach us to love 
what you have commanded and to prune what does not nourish your creation, in the name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 

PRELUDE         Keep Us, Lord, Faithful to Your Word          Johann Pachelbel 
                      
CALL TO WORSHIP    (responsively) 

In the wilderness water brings life. 
Seek us out, O God, and take us to the water. 
In the Word of God, the good news gives light. 
See us out, O God, and fill us with understanding. 
In the vine of Jesus Christ, you give us all goodness. 
Seek us out, O God, and give us yourself. 

  
GOD’S GREETING            

 
+*HYMN OF PRAISE  205  (vs. 1-3) 
 Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen                       Tune: EARTH AND ALL STARS 
  
*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST  

The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 
(The congregation may exchange the Peace.)  

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison) 

God of mercy, 
we confess that we have not borne the fruit of the Spirit. 
We have not loved others as you have loved us. 
We have denied the promise of baptism 
and cut ourselves off from you. 
Forgive us, restore us, 
that we may abide in your love 
and live out your mercy, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, 
in whose name we pray. Amen. 

 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE      Romans 7:4 
    
GRATEFUL LIVING   Exodus 20   (8:30) 
     The Ten Commandments Song  (11:00) 
 
*SONG    908 
 Christ Be Our Light        Tune: CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME    (11:00)  
 
SONG OF PRAISE  238   (refrain only—sung twice)  (11:00) 
 Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness              Tune: SPIRIT 

  

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION      
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:  Isaiah 5:1-7         p. 634 
 This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON:  Galatians 5:22-25        p. 190 
 This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL LESSON: John 15:1-5                            p. 109 
 A new teaching, with authority! Thanks be to God. 
 
*HYMN OF ILLUMINATION   851 
 I Am the Holy Vine              Tune: LOVE UNKNOWN

              
SERMON      “Lent: Pruning for Life” 
  
PRAYER FOR BLESSING ON THE WORD 
 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:  From Galatians 5, The Message   (responsively) 
 But what happens when we live God’s way? 
 God brings gifts into our lives,  
 much the same way that fruit appears in an orchard— 
 things like affection for others, exuberance about life, serenity. 
 We develop a willingness to stick with things,  
 a sense of compassion in the heart, 
 and a conviction that a basic holiness permeates things and people. 
 We find ourselves involved in loyal commitments, 
 not needing to force our way in life, 
 able to marshal and direct our energies wisely. 
 
MOMENT FOR MISSION AND SHARING THE GIFT OF FELLOWSHIP 
 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 OFFERTORY                                 Robert J. Powell 

  Christ, the vine, and God, the gardener, we, the branches bearing fruit. 
  We can bring forth shoots of promise when our lives in Christ take root. 
 
  Christ, the fruit from Jesse springing, you fulfilled the prophet’s trust. 
  And you pray that we, your body, will fulfill your trust in us. 
 
  Christ we submit to pruning that we bear more grapes for wine. 
  Help us, when we’re overburdened, draw new strength from you, the vine. 
 
  You made us be partners growing Spirit’s fruit anew. Keep us one in love together: 
  you in us, and we in you! 
   —Edith Downing 
               

 *DOXOLOGY  965                                                Tune: OLD HUNDREDTH  
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING, INTERCESSION THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread.  
 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.   
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the  kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
*HYMN OF DEDICATION  926 (vs. 1) 
 God of Grace and God of Glory                          Tune: CWM RHONDDA 
 
*BENEDICTION     
  
POSTLUDE           Fugue IV                     G.F. Handel 

 
+Latecomers will be seated.     *You may stand.  
 
 

Worship Leaders: Dr. Philip Kenneson, preaching; Rev. Kent Fry, Rev. Kama Jongerius, liturgists;  
Young Levites, grateful living (11:00); Mike Rannow, prayer for illumination; Dale Dykema, minute for 
mission; Matins Choir; Sanctuary Choir; Linda Strouf, Minister of Music. 

Third Reformed Church  
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web at http://www.trcholland.org 

 

 

NOMINATIONS: You should have received a letter from Pastor Kent asking you to 
nominate people to fill Governing Elder, Care Elder, and Deacon positions. When 
nominating persons for Consistory please use the updated list (on blue paper) that 
was mailed last week. If you made your nominations before receiving the new list 
there are ballots in the office if you’d like to re-submit your nominations. If you did 
not receive the mailing or have misplaced it, there are extra copies in the church 
office. Please return your nominations to the church office by Sunday, March 1. 
Your help is needed. 
 

The RCA mission of the month for February is World Renew Disaster Relief. Be-
sides financial support, they are also in need of volunteers to work on reconstruc-
tion of hurricane damaged homes. There is a great need for volunteers in Aurora, 
NC March 28- April 18 and April 18- May 9. Also in Dickinson, Texas and Victoria 
County, Texas Feb 22- Mar 14, Mar 14- Apr 14, Apr 4- Apr 25. You can volunteer 
for just one or two of the 3 week slots. Contact Diana Marquez at 616-224-0701 
or dmarquez@worldrenew.net. Mike and Beverley Rannow will be working in Au-
rora, NC Mar 28- Apr 18 and would also be glad to answer any questions. They 
would love others to join them. Contact us 616-801-3190 or rannowm@gmail.com  
 

ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL FOOD FAIR is Saturday, February 22, from 6:00 to 8:00 
p.m., in the Maas Center Auditorium. Cost is $5.00 and the public is invited. A 
number of families in our church are hosting international students. 
 

HOST FAMILIES FOR KOBE UNIVERSITY AMERICAN STUDIES PROGRAM are needed 
from March 20 to July 17. Host families take a pair of students for one weekend 
experiences with an American family. Hosts are asked to meet with the students 
every 3 weeks for coffee or ice cream, etc. If you have questions, you can contact 
Pastor Kent. 
 

Though completely preventable, millions of people live with fetal alcohol syndrome 
(FAS). If you know of someone who lives with FAS please tell your story (400 
words) to the Disability Concerns summer newsletter, “Breaking Barriers” at 
tdeyoung@rca.org by April 24. 
  

 

LIFT SPECIAL EVENT: THIS Wednesday, February 19, the children of LIFT will 
have a fun night at the Holland Aquatic Center. We will leave the church after 
dinner (around 6:15) and will arrive back at church around 7:45. Children under 
the Second Grade must have a parent/adult/chaperone with them. Other parents 
and family members are invited to join us (we will need help with driving). Sug-
gested Donation for this event: $3.00/Swimmer; $8.00/Family. Bring your bathing 
suit, a towel, and a friend and join us for a splashing good time! 
 

LIFT TALENT AND HOBBY NIGHT IS COMING: On Wednesday, March 4 we will 
have our annual children’s talent and hobby show. All children of our church are 
invited to participate.  Talk to your child(ren) now about what they might enjoy 
sharing with their LIFT friends. Sign-up sheets are available on the Children and 
Youth table by the Northwest entrance.  Please sign up by Monday, March 2 to 
participate in this special event.   
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12:15 p.m. Third Sunday Pizza Lunch 
1:00 p.m. Spanish Worship Gathering 
7:00 p.m. Senior High Youth Group 
Monday 
1:30 p.m. Martha Bible Study at Betty Balk’s 
Tuesday 
9:30 a.m. Staff Meeting 
6:30 p.m. Governing Elders’/Deacons’ Meetings 
7:15 p.m. Governing Board 
Wednesday    
6:15 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 
6:30 a.m. Sunrise Saints 
8:00 a.m. Wednesday Morning Prayers  
5:30 p.m. LIFT Dinner 
6:15 p.m. LIFT Children’s Classes 
6:15 p.m. Middle School Youth Group 
6:20 p.m. Bilingual Bible Study & Prayer Group  
6:20 p.m. LIFT Adult Classes 
6:20 p.m. Sanctuary Choir 
Thursday 
7:00 p.m. Special Education Ministry 
Friday 
10:00 a.m. Women’s Prayer Group 
 

 

 

Share your prayer concerns by using the prayer request cards found on the table at the back of  the 
sanctuary. Place the requests in the prayer box or offering plate. Please remember in prayer those in 
the hospital and in care facilities. 
 

Please remember to have someone notify the church office when you are in the  
hospital so you can receive spiritual care by the pastoral staff. Call 392-1459. 
 

PRAYER SPOTLIGHT: Holland Hospital-Gordon Smith, Brad Warren. Hallmark Liv-
ing-Elizabeth Bennett; American House-Arleen Barton, Betty Maier. Missionaries-
Linn G. (Asia), Cheryl Barnes (Malawi), Lubna Younas (Asia). 
 

THIRD SUNDAY FOR HUNGER: Non-perishable food and other necessities will be 
collected today for our monthly food drive. Donated items can be placed in the des-
ignated box in the Gathering Place. 
 

BAKERS NEEDED: It is that time again and the cake orders for March are here. If  
you are willing to bake a cake for a Hope College student please see Sandy Stielstra 
at the cake table in the Gathering Place. 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY: There will be an Ash Wednesday Service Wednesday, February 
26 at 12:10 p.m. This is a joint service held with St. Francis de Sales Catholic Church 
at St. Francis. 
 

CHURCH RETREAT:  Third’s annual church retreat will be held at Camp Geneva 
March 6-8. The speakers will be members of  TRC’s discipleship training group: 
Benjamin Kamphuis, Kate Bolt, Scott Millen, and Steve Orlow. They will be ad-
dressing specific aspects of  our “Upward” relationship with God and how that im-
pacts our daily living. There will be a lot of  opportunity for action and interaction! 
Early bird prices (ending on February 26) include accommodations and four meals: 
$100/pp; $300/family; $35/ Saturday only (includes lunch and dinner). To sign up 
for the church go to trcholland.org where you will find the retreat brochure and sign 
up form on the main page. 
 

LENTEN BOOK DISCUSSION begins on Sunday, March 1. The book is entitled “Life 
on the Vine” by Dr. Philip Kenneson. Books are available in the Gathering Place. 
 

LENTEN PRAYER VIGIL will be Saturday, February 29, from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
You can sign up in the Gathering Place for a 1/2 hour time slot—or stop in at your 
convenience. There will be doorkeepers at the Pine Ave entrance and the parking lot 
entrance. 
 

 

We welcome all who worship with us and ask visitors and members to sign the 
Friendship Folders so that we may get to know one another. Visitors please join us 
in the Gathering Place for refreshments and fellowship after the worship service.  
 

The flowers at the chancel today are given by Al and Jane Osman. 
 

We welcome as our guest preacher this morning, Dr. Philip Kenneson. He teaches at 
Milligan College in Tennessee. He is the Associate Dean of the School of Bible and 
Ministry; Professor of Theology and Philosophy, and Chair of Biblical Learning at 
the college. He co-authored the book: Selling Out the Church:  the Dangers of 
Church Marketing; and then author of Beyond Sectarianism: Re-Imagining the 
Church and the World, and the book that we are doing for our Lenten Journey:   
Life on the Vine:  Cultivating the Fruit of the Spirit. Dr. Kenneson did his under-
graduate degree at Butler University; studied for a master’s of divinity degree from 
Emmanuel Christian Seminary; and has a doctorate in theology and ethics from 
Duke University. He teaches adult education at his home church, a United Method-
ist congregation. He also is a part of an ecumenical network which seeks to support 
discipleship in local congregations. He and his wife Kim are the parents of five chil-
dren. 
 

Please join us in the Fellowship Hall for Third Sunday Pizza Lunch following the 
11:00 a.m. worship service. 
 

IF YOU DESIRE PRAYER for yourself and/or others Ella and Willis Weymon will be 
available to pray with you following today’s worship service. Please make your way 
to the Place of Prayer located in the south hallway on the main level.  
 

ASSISTING TODAY:  Welcome Team: Lee & Milly Ten Brink; Deacons: (8:30) Jane 
Osman, Susan Formsma; (11:00) Steve DeYoung, Scott Millen, Emily Lievense, 
Lynne Bonnette. 
 

WORSHIP CENTER: Our Worship Center Program for children aged 4 through the 
2nd grade continues today during the 11:00 service.  During the 8:30 service,  
Worship Center will be provided on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month. Our Wor-
ship Center program takes place in Room 2. (Downstairs:  Take Northwest staircase 
down to lower level.  The room is the first door to your right.)   
 

EDUCATION HOUR, 9:45-10:45 a.m.,  
 nursery care available 
 Preschool-1st grade   room 15  2nd & 3rd Grades     room 6 
 4th & 5th Grades   room 10  6th-8th grades      room 11 
 Senior High    Youth Room 
 TRC Singers & Children’s Choir  room 7   
 Sunday Morning Live   Youth Room 
 

ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES, 9:40-10:40  
“Immigrants, the Bible, and the Journey to Belong” led by Kent Fry & team,  rm. 22 

Chapel Class:  “A Brief History of Disputes in Marriage” led by Linda Walvoord 
deVelder. 
 

ADORACION EN ESPAÑOL: Alabamos al Señor! Les invitamos a un encuentro 
de adoración y predicación en español a la 1:00 p.m. Favor de invitar sus familiares y 
vecinos-- todos son bienvenidos! Nos reuniremos en el Salon de los Jóvenes. 
 

(Translation: WORSHIP IN SPANISH: Let’s praise the Lord! You are invited to a  gathering 
for worship and preaching in Spanish at 1:00 p.m. Please invite your family and friends-- all are 
welcome! We will gather in the Youth Room.) 
 

 

Sunday 
8:00 a.m. Matins Choir 
9:25 a.m. TRC Singers  
9:45 a.m. Children’s Choir 
9:45 a.m. Sunday Morning Live 
9:45 a.m. Adult Education 
10:00 a.m. Children/Youth Education 


