
Lord, you taught us to pray, “Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.” By the 
power of your Holy Spirit enable us to turn to you and find our strong Deliverer. Amen. 

 

PRELUDE         Larghetto from Canonic Sonata No. 2    Georg Philipp Telemann 
             
CALL TO WORSHIP  Psalm 140  (responsively)          

Deliver me, O Lord, from evildoers; 
 protect me from those who are violent, 
who plan evil things in their minds 
 and stir up wars continually. 
They make their tongue sharp as a snake’s, 
 and under their lips is the venom of vipers. 
 
REFRAIN  480         Wait for the Lord 
 
I know that the Lord maintains the cause of the needy, 
 and executes justice for the poor. 
Surely the righteous shall give thanks to your name; 
 the upright shall live in your presence. 
 
REFRAIN  480         Wait for the Lord 
         

GOD’S GREETING    
 
+*HYMN OF PRAISE 22 
 Rejoice, You Righteous, in the Lord                Tune: ELLACOMBE 
 
*SHARING THE PEACE OF THE RISEN CHRIST  

The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 
(The congregation may exchange the Peace.)  

  

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION   (in unison) 
O God, we confess that we are stuck in despair. 
We have focused on the negative, 
and our cynicism has boiled over 
with pessimism, criticism, prayerlessness and slander. 
We have allowed ourselves to crumple under the stresses of  our lives. 
Forgive us for our smallness of  faith. 
In your mercy, hear us, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE Colossians 1:13-14 
 
GRATEFUL LIVING   Colossians 2:6-7 
 
SONG 302  
 Hear Our Praises         Tune: HEAR OUR PRAISES 
          
CHILDREN’S TIME 
 
SONG 302  
 Hear Our Praises         Tune: HEAR OUR PRAISES 
 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION      
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:  Habakkuk 3:1-19                                                    p. 873  
  This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 21:18-22              p. 23 
 This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
*HYMN OF ILLUMINATION 53   (vs. 1, 13 & 18)     
 Song of the Prophets                      Tune: STAR OF COUNTY DOWN 
 
SERMON    “Though the Fig Tree Does Not Blossom” 
 Wondering Questions: 
 1.  I wonder if Habakkuk felt God answered his prayer with the promise of the invasion of the  
  Babylonians? 
 
 2.  I wonder what the words, "the righteous live by faith," means for my life and world right now? 
 
 3.  I wonder how I would rewrite Habakkuk's great affirmation of faith, "Though the fig tree does 
  not blossom...." for my life today? 
 
PRAYER FOR BLESSING ON THE WORD 
 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:   781 
 My Only Comfort               Tune: RESIGNATION 
 
MOMENT FOR MISSION AND SHARING THE GIFT OF FELLOWSHIP 
 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 OFFERTORY     Flower Duet from Lakmé          Léo Delibes 
                           
 *DOXOLOGY  965                                    Tune: OLD HUNDREDTH  
 
PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, INTERCESSION &  THE LORD’S PRAYER      
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread.  
 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.   
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the  kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 
*HYMN OF DEDICATION 405   (v. 1, 3 & 4)   
 O God, Our Help in Ages Past                         Tune: ST. ANNE 
 
*BENEDICTION     
 
POSTLUDE   Allegro from Trio Sonata in C Minor      Johann Joachim Quantz   
 
+Latecomers will be seated.     *You may stand.  
 

Worship Leaders: Rev. Kent Fry, preaching; Rev. Kama Jongerius, liturgist;  Carl Folkert, prayer for 
illumination; Sarah Southard, oboe; Gabe Southard, flute; Linda Strouf, Minister of Music. 

 

 

SPECIAL ENVELOPES are available at the back of the sanctuary for tax deductible 
gifts given to the Cuban-Gracia refugee relief program at the Ciudad Juarez border. 
Check should be made out to Third Reformed Church. Donations can also be made 
by going to the “make a donation” tab the church website, trcholland.org. Use the 
“other” box for a one time donation and indicate “Cuban-Gracia.” 
 

CELEBRATE SUMMER’S CONCLUSION at the Osman Gardens, 1081 W. 27th St. Join 
the Third Church Family today at 4:30 p.m.  (If it’s raining check the church web-
site, trcholland.org, for cancellation. Rain date: August 25 at 4:30) Bring: Your 
family and your appetite. Provided: Hot dogs, condiments, chips, lemonade, ice 
cream, cups, plates, utensils, tables, chairs, tent. Depart: Carrying sweet summer 
memories.  
 

If you’re interested in learning more about ShelbyNext and how to access the 
church directory there will be a short demonstration in the Gathering Place follow-
ing the service. 
 

THIRD REFORMED CHURCH WOMEN’S MINISTRIES will welcome the Rev. Dr. Car-
ol Bechtel, Professor of Old Testament at Western Theological Seminary, to its fall 
program opener on Thursday, September 5, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. She will share her 
knowledge and insights with the group regarding the prophet, Isaiah, focus of the 
Bible study groups during the 2019-2020 program year. All women and men of 
Third Church and their friends are cordially invited to attend this fall event. Dessert 
will follow the meeting. If you plan to be there, please email WMTRC President 
Carol Cox at carol cox4067@gmail.com. Hope to see you that evening! 
 

ADULT CHOIRS begin soon! Sanctuary Choir rehearsals begin Wednesday, Septem-
ber 4, at 6:20 p.m., and the Matins Choir begins on Sunday, September 15 at 8:00 
a.m. The Carillon Choir begins rehearsal on Sunday, September 8, at 4:45 p.m. 
Come join us. No audition is necessary. If you aren’t a singer but hear someone near 
you in church that you think has a good voice, encourage them to try choir! Email 
or call Linda Strouf if you have questions.  
 

SUNRISE SAINTS: The Sunrise Saints is a group of men who meet each week for 
breakfast, study, and fellowship and we welcome any new members who would like 
to join us. We will begin our fall program September 11, 2019. We meet at 6:30 a.m. 
on Wednesday mornings in the Fellowship Hall with a simple breakfast, book dis-
cussion, and prayer. All men are invited to join us. We will be reading and discussing 
the book, “The Return of the Prodigal Son” by Henri J.M. Nouwen. The first week 
we will be reading chapter 6. If you need a copy of the book contact Harold Gazan 
at 392-7018. In order to restock our pantry all men are asked to bring a box of cere-
al to the first meeting. If you have any questions call Bill Unzicker, 335-9559. We 
look forward to seeing you. 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY SERVANTS NEEDED:  We are currently planning for the fall 
program for our children and youth.  We are in need of adults or High School stu-
dents who would like to serve with the children in our Wednesday evening LIFT 
(Life In Faith Together) program or in our Sunday morning children’s programs 
(Sunday School or Worship Center).  Please contact Joyce Fry 
(joycefry@trcholland.org) if you are interested in learning more about these pro-
grams or how you might be able to serve this year.  Thank you for your support of 
our Children’s Ministry programs. 

mailto:cox4067@gmail.com
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Third Reformed Church  

111 W. 13th St., Holland, MI 49423  

616-392-1459; office@trcholland.org  

CareLine—393-5574  
For up to date information, including staff and ministry contacts, visit us on the 

web at http://www.trcholland.org 

 

We welcome all who worship with us and ask visitors and members to sign the 
Friendship Folders so that we may get to know one another. Visitors please join us 
in the Gathering Place for refreshments and fellowship after the worship service. 
 

The flowers at the chancel today are given by Duane and P.J. Booi in celebration 
of their 93rd and 91st birthdays. 
 

IF YOU DESIRE PRAYER for yourself and/or others Marilyn Norman and Phil 
Coray will be available to pray with you following today’s worship service. Please 
make your way to the Place of Prayer located in the south hallway on the main 
level.  
 

ASSISTING TODAY:  Greeters: Chris and Lorna Cook; Deacons: Henry Kroll, Jen-
nifer Kroll, Willis Weymon, Jim Vander Meer. 
 

“SUMMIT SEEKERS” SUMMER WORSHIP PROGRAM: This summer the chil-
dren are on a “mountain hike” adventure where they are hearing the stories of 
Joshua and discovering the amazing promises which God has given 
to them. “Summit Seekers” for children aged 4 through the 2nd grade 
(completed) takes place during our morning worship (children will be dismissed 
from the sanctuary).  
 
ADORACION EN ESPAÑOL: Alabamos al Señor! Les invitamos a un encuentro 
de adoración y predicación en español a la 1:00 p.m. Favor de invitar sus familiares 
y vecinos-- todos son bienvenidos! Nos reuniremos en el Salon de los Jóvenes. 
 

(Translation: WORSHIP IN SPANISH: Let’s praise the Lord! You are invited to a     
gathering for worship and preaching in Spanish at 1:00 p.m. Please invite your family and 
friends-- all are welcome! We will gather in the Youth Room.) 
 

 

Sunday 
1:00 p.m. Spanish Worship Gathering 
Tuesday 
9:30 a.m. Staff Meeting 
Wednesday  
6:15 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 
8:00 a.m. Wednesday Morning Prayers 
Thursday 
6:30 p.m. Bilingual Bible Study & Prayer Group 
 

 

 

Share your prayer concerns by using the prayer request cards found on the table at the back of  the 
sanctuary. Place the requests in the prayer box or offering plate. Please remember in prayer those 
in the hospital and in care facilities. 
 

Please remember to have someone notify the church office when you are in the  
hospital so you can receive spiritual care by the pastoral staff. Call 392-1459. 
 

SYMPATHY is extended to Roger Rietberg in the death of his sister-in-law, Ann 
Huizenga, on August 12. 
 

SYMPATHY is extended to Tom, Lindsay, Brittany, and Chelsey Ter Haar in the 
death of their mother and grandmother, Shirley Ter Haar, on August 11, 
 

PRAYER SPOTLIGHT:  Hospice Care-Eleanor Hoffman, Jill Slenk. Hallmark Living 
Center-Elizabeth Bennett; American House-Arlene Barton, Betty Maier.  Mission-
aries-Wayne & Miho Jansen (Japan), Rowland Jr. & Jane Van Es (Kenya), Victor 
Kanyi (Kenya). 
 

WOMEN’S MINISTRIES directories and Isaiah study books are available today in the 
Gathering Place. 
 
 

Daily Scripture Readings: for the Week of August 18 
The Whole Counsel of God 
 
Sunday, August 18  Psalm 140   
Monday, August 19  Habakkuk 1 
Tuesday, August 20  Matthew 21:18-22   
Wednesday, August 21 Colossians 1:29-2:5  
Thursday, August 22  Habakkuk 2  
Friday, August 23  Habakkuk 3  
Saturday, August 24  Romans 1:16-17; 3:21-26 

Sermons and video of the service can be found at  

www.trcholland.org/home/media 

We celebrate the end of the summer and usher in the fall, with 
the inclusion of the music group, "Hark UP!" from Grand Rap-
ids.  The Worship Band will tastefully be a part of our worship 
and accompany our congregational singing. A picnic will fol-
low.  All are invited.  And we also launch the fall message se-
ries, "What Disciples Do."   

HARK UP! WORSHIP BAND 
SUNDAY, SEP. 8TH AT 10 AM 


