
   

PRELUDE             Of the Father’s Love Begotten     James Biery

                
       
INTROIT 
 Rejoice at all times in the Lord: 
 Be glad, rejoice, I say again. 
 Let your unselfishness be seen. 
 Indeed, the Lord is near at hand. 
  —Kathleen Pluth  
 
LITANY & CANDLE LIGHTING  (responsively) 

This is the third week of Advent. 
Why do we celebrate Advent? 
It reminds us that Jesus is coming to make everything right. 
Mary waited for Jesus to be born. 
We wait for Christ to come again. 
We depend on Jesus to make us well and whole. 
Jesus is the light that shines in the darkness. 
 
HYMN Lift Up Your Hearts 57 (vs. 1) 
 All Earth Is Waiting            Tune: TODO LA TIERRA 

   
The third candle is the candle of good news. 
What is good news? 
There are many kinds of good news. 
The most important is that Jesus brings salvation. 
 
SCRIPTURE  Zephaniah 3:14, 17 

 
+* HYMN OF PRAISE   (see insert)     Sing With Joy, You Advent People! 
           

 
*SHARING THE PEACE OF THE RISEN CHRIST  

The peace of Christ be with you.   And also with you. 
(The congregation may exchange the Peace.)  

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  (in unison) 

Jesus, you know that what is received as good news or 
bad news is determined by the ears of the hearer. 
We often equate good news with happiness and ease, 
while bad news is that which makes us feel disappointed or sad. 
Forgive us when we forget that you are the good news. 
Help us to look to you as the light who is good news for the whole 
world. Amen. 
    

WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 The world waits for a miracle. The heart longs for a little bit of hope 
 Oh come, oh come, Emmanuel. A child prays for peace on Earth. 
 And she's calling out from a sea of hurt. Oh come, oh come, Emmanuel 
 
 And can you hear the angels singing?  
 Glory to the light of the world. Glory, the light of the world is here 
 
 The drought breaks with the tears of a mother. A baby's cry is the sound of love. 
 Come down, come down, Emmanuel.  He is the song for the suffering. 
 He is Messiah, the Prince of Peace has come. He has come, Emmanuel.  
  
 Glory to the light of the world. For all who wait for all who hunger. 
 For all who've prayed for all who wonder.  

 Behold your King behold Messiah. Emmanuel, Emmanuel 
  
 Glory to the light of the world 
 Behold your King, behold Messiah 
 Emmanuel, Emmanuel 
  
 The world waits for the miracle 
 The heart longs for a little bit of hope 
 Oh come, oh come Emmanuel 

  Songwriters: Lauren Daigle / Paul Duncan / Paul Mabury 

  Light Of The World lyrics © Sony/ATV Music Publishing LLC, Essential Music Publishing, 

  Capitol Christian Music Group 

 
DISMISSAL TO WORSHIP CENTERS     (11:00) 
 
SONG  (see insert)   (vs. 3)        (11:00) 
 When a Prophet Sings of Justice                Tune: FREU DICH SEHR 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION      
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Zephaniah 3:14-20  (from The Message)             p. 877 
  This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
  
*HYMN OF ILLUMINATION Lift Up Your Hearts 144    
 Lift Up the Gates Eternal                       Tune: PROMISED ONE

  
GOSPEL LESSON: Luke 3:7-18          (adapted)                                     p. 60 
  This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ 
 
HYMN Lift Up Your Hearts 70 
 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry              Tune: PUER NOBIS  
 
SERMON       “What Does Good News Sound Like?” 

 
PRAYER FOR BLESSING ON THE WORD 
  

 

TESTIMONY OF FAITH   
 
MOMENT FOR MISSION AND SHARING THE GIFT OF FELLOWSHIP 
 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 OFFERTORY                            Alec Rowley 

  To the Master of music and loveliness: 
  Praise, power, dominion forever. 
  To the Lord of the Word of Creation 
  be praise, power, dominion forever. 
  To the Maker of movement, color, and light: 
  Praise, power, dominion forever. 
 
  To the Builder, Designer, Creator 
  be praise, power, dominion forever. 
  To the Theme of all song, inspiration of Love: 
  To the Artist of Life, to the Greatest and Least: 
  Praise, power, dominion forever. 
  
  For He is the greatest upon His high throne, 
  And He was the least as the child of a maiden: 
  Praise then to Jesus whose Mother was Mary, 
  And praise now to Christ Who is God in the midst of us. 
  Praise, praise, praise. 
 
 

 

THANK YOU: Thank you to the children and youth of our congregation for sharing 
the joy of the season with the congregation at our Christmas Program Celebration 
and Open House this morning. 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE:  A family friendly Christmas Eve service is planned for 
Monday, December 24 at 5:00 p.m. We will dress “willing” children in biblical cos-
tumes to be the still tableaux while the scripture is being read.  We would love for 
your family to be part of this special service. Try to have your child(ren) here around 
4:45 p.m. to put a costume on and to be told what they are to do. The children will 
not have to speak. 
 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING: TODAY at 4:15 in the afternoon, we will have our annual 
Christmas caroling event at the home of shut-ins in our congregation.  We encour-
age families to participate. This is one way that your child(ren) can serve in our con-
gregation and bring joy to older members of our congregation.  Plan now to join us.  
Pizza will be served for all carolers at 5:30 p.m. 
 

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE: There will be no Sunday School on December 23 and 30.  
There will be no Worship Centers on December 30: this will be a family friendly 
service (we will have coloring pages for children who attend worship).  All Sunday 
morning programs will resume on January 6, 2019. LIFT resumes on Wednesday, 
January 16. 

  Lord of all beauty, adoring we come to Thee: 
  Give us Thyself both in Time and Eternity. 
  Off'ring all that we are or can hope to be, 
  Lord of all beauty 
  Praise, power, dominion forever. 
   —Aidan Clarke 

    
 *DOXOLOGY    Lift Up Your Hearts   965            Tune: OLD HUNDREDTH 

  
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING, INTERCESSION &  THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread.  
 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.   
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the  kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
     
*HYMN OF DEDICATION     Lift Up Your Hearts 74   (vs. 1, 6 & 7) 
 Savior of the Nations, Come                      Tune: NUN KOMM DER HEIDEN HEILAND 
  
*BENEDICTION   
  
POSTLUDE           Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending                       James Biery 
     
+Latecomers will be seated.   *You may stand.  
 

Worship Leaders: Rev. Kama Jongerius, preaching; Rev. Kent Fry, Rev. Janelle Lopez-Koolhaas, 
liturgists; Kate Bolt, prayer of illumination; Rick, Sam, and Nora Frens, candle lighters;  Kate, Wil-
lem, and Vivian Bolt, trio;  Lia & Thiago Dantas, testimony; Matins Choir; Sanctuary Choir; 
Linda Strouf, Minister of Music. 
 
Thank you to the musicians who played before and after the service: Gerry Albers, Muriel Bolhuis. 
 
Thank you to the Third Reformed Church staff members who read scripture: Janelle Lopez-Koolhaas, 
Kristen Beckner, Joyce Fry, Linda Strouf, Kama Jongerius, Roger DeYoung, Dave Vanderwel, 
Mark Faga, Hunter Brumels, Angel Lopez, Mark Walvoord, Kent Fry. 
 
Thank you to Rob Lunn and Steve Orlow who made the recordings possible. 



Third Reformed Church  

111 W. 13th St., Holland, MI 49423  
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web at http://www.trcholland.org 

 

 

JOIN US FOR CHRISTMAS CAROLING this afternoon. Meet in the Fellowship Hall at 
4:15 p.m. to get organized. Groups will leave to carol at 4:45 p.m. and return to 
church at 5:30 p.m. for pizza. Nursery will be provided during the caroling.  
 

GIVING TREE: The Women’s Ministries Giving Tree is up for the holiday season, 
and we're hoping it will be dressed well with contributions of scarves, hats, gloves, 
and mittens as well as packaged underwear and socks for neighbors in need. 
 

Looking for a Christmas gift? CDs made for the 150th anniversary celebration are 
available in the church office for $10 each. 
 

THIRD SUNDAY FOR HUNGER: Non-perishable food and other necessities will be 
collected today for our monthly food drive. Donated items can be placed in the des-
ignated box in the Gathering Place.   
 
BAKERS CONGRATULATIONS!! For December you baked 56 cakes/brownies!! For a 
14 day month, an all time record! And now January 2019 cakes are here! Hope to see 
you in the Gathering Place.  
 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES: There will be two Christmas Eve Services at 5:00 and 
11:00 p.m. on Monday, December 24. Nursery will be provided during the 5:00 p.m. 
service. A reception will follow both services. The outreach offering is designated 
for Lakeshore Habitat for Humanity: a partnership, home building & home repair 
Christian ministry serving Ottawa and part of Allegan Counties that has served 
more than 150 families and 800 individuals since 1990. 
 

An ad listing our Christmas services was posted on the Third Reformed Church 
Facebook page. We encourage you to share and invite your friends to experience 
“The Senses of Christmas.” 
  

WORSHIP SCHEDULE: On Sundays, December 23 and 30 there will be only one wor-
ship service at 11:00 a.m. There will be no Education classes those days.  
 

HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS: The church office will be closed all day on December 24, 
25, 31 and January 1. 
 

YEAR-END GIVING: If you are planning to make year-end gifts to Third Reformed 
Church and want them credited to your giving record in 2018, checks need to be 
dated (and postmarked, if mailed) December 31 or earlier and received at the church 
prior to January 7. If you are giving shares of stock, the stock should be received in 
the church’s account by December 31 (last business day before year-end). Instruc-
tions for a donation of shares of stock are available in the church office. If you are 
giving a Qualified Charitable Distribution from your IRA, remember your trustee 
will need time to process your request and mail the check by December 31 for your 
gift to count in 2018. 
 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST: Have you marked it on your calendar? It isn’t that far away 
and you don’t want to forget! On Tuesday, January 1, 2019 the Sunrise Saints will be 
sponsoring the annual Pancake Breakfast. The menu will be both buttermilk and 
gluten free pancakes and sausages. We will begin serving at 9:30 a.m. in the Fellow-
ship Hall with a short, informal worship to follow. All donations go to support 
church mission projects. This is a wonderful way to start the New Year with your 
Third Reformed Church Family. Mark your calendars now and don’t forget to be 
there. 
 

The Christmas offering is designated for Lakeshore Habitat for Humanity: a part-
nership, home building & home repair Christian ministry serving Ottawa and part of 
Allegan Counties that has served more than 150 families and 800 individuals since 
1990. 

 

We welcome all who worship with us and ask visitors and members to sign the 
Friendship Folders so that we may get to know one another. Visitors please stop 
by the Welcome Center and then join us in the Gathering Place for refreshments 
and fellowship after the worship service. 
 

IF YOU DESIRE PRAYER for yourself and/or others Steve and Laurie Orlow will 
be available to pray with you following today’s worship service. Please make your 
way to the Place of Prayer following the service (located in the south hallway on 
the main level).  
 

ASSISTING TODAY: Greeters/Juice Servers-Dick & Carol Jones. Deacons: (8:30) 
Emily Lievense, Bruce Stewart; (11:00)-Laura Halsey, Mike Norman, Habeeb 
Awad. 
 

CHILD CARE is available in the nurseries during the worship service. Attendants: 
Andy & Jane Zoerman. 
 

There will be no education hour this morning or December 23, & 30. Please 
join the children next Sunday, December 16 as they present the Christmas 
program. 
 

WORSHIP CENTER PROGRAM:  Please note the following changes to the program 
for the fall.  During the 8:30 service, Worship Center will be provided on the 2nd 
and 4th Sunday of the month.  During the 11:00 service, there will be only one 
Worship Center open for all children, aged 4-2nd grade, provided each Sunday.  It 
will take place in Room 2 (Previously the older Worship Center room).   If you 
have any questions about these changes, please contact the church office.  Thank 
you. 
 

 

Sunday 
8:00 a.m. Matins Choir 
9:45 a.m. Christmas Program 
4:15 p.m. Christmas Caroling & Pizza Dinner 
Monday 
6:30 p.m. Martha Bible Study at Katherine Hunsberger’s-730 Harrison Ave. 
Tuesday 
9:30 a.m. Staff Meeting 
Wednesday  
6:15 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 
6:30 a.m. Sunrise Saints 
8:00 a.m. Wednesday Morning Prayers 
6:20 p.m. Sanctuary Choir 
 

 

 

Share your prayer concerns by using the prayer request cards found on the table at the back of  the 
sanctuary. Place the requests in the prayer box or offering plate. Please remember in prayer those 
in the hospital and in care facilities. 
 

Please let the church staff know when you are in the hospital so you can receive 
spiritual care by the pastoral staff. Call 392-1459. 
 

SYMPATHY is extended to Charles Hunt in the death of his wife, Lois, on Decem-
ber 12. 
 

PRAYER SPOTLIGHT: Holland Hospital-Craig Anderson Hospice Care-Frank Pet-
tinga, Walter Thome. The Inn or Assisted Living at Freedom Village-Martha Beld, 
Mary Heideman, Eleanor Hoffman, Dorothy Perkins, Janet Rund, Mike Van 
Doornik. Missionaries-Jeff & Chelsea Lampen (Romania), Andy Nakajima 
(Ministry with Japanese of West Michigan). 


