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Ecclesiastes 10:1 Dead flies make the perfumer's ointment give off a stench; so a little folly outweighs 

wisdom and honor.  

Warming Up: 

1.      What is the craziest thing you have done?  Is it something you regret now?  Why or why not?  

 

 

Read Ecclesiastes 10:1-11 

In our passage we find Solomon contrasting wisdom and folly.  He is using very symbolic language to 

make his point, like when we would say it is raining cats and dogs.  Now we know that cats and dogs 

don’t fall out of the sky like rain, but it is figurative.  So as we approach our passage seek to understand  

the pictures he draws. 

1. Contrast the scent of perfume with that of dead flies.  How would the scent of dead and rotting 

flies  overwhelm the wonderful fragrance of perfume?  (v.1) 

2. How can small foolish decisions and actions destroy a person’s reputation?   

3. What can be done when a person makes a foolish decision that could damage their reputation? 

4. Explain the idea that Solomon was getting at in verse 2 when he is speaking of right and left?  

Where do these actions stem from?  (v.2) 



5. Is a person able to conceal their foolish actions and poor decisions?  Explain.  (v.3) 

6. Sometimes we may make a poor decision and those in authority may become angry with us.  How 

are we to respond to their anger?  If you are innocent of wrong doing, should your response 

change?  (v.4)   

7. What does verses 5-7 tell us about the inequity we may find in our society, especially regarding to 

those in positions of authority and power?  

8. How do the word pictures in verse 8 relate to how people attack and plot another’s destruction?  

What is the ultimate outcome of their effort? 

9. Verse 9 describes the truth that life is full of danger.  What are some risks we daily take?  What do 

we do to safeguard ourselves in these activities? 

10. How is using wisdom in our daily interactions like sharpening the ax in cutting wood?  Can you 

think of an example—good or bad?  (v.10) 

11. How is slothfulness an enemy of success? How is the picture of a snake charmer a good picture of 

this? 

In prayer—ask God to give you wisdom (James 1:5) and through it honor him in your daily life. 


