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Ecclesiastes 7:14 In the day of prosperity be joyful, and in the day of adversity consider: God has made the one as well 

as the other, so that man may not find out anything that will be after him.  

Warming Up: 

1.      Develop a series of three contrasts that express what you value.  (i.e. sunrise is better than sunset) 

 

 

 

Read Ecclesiastes 7:1-14 

In our passage Solomon lists a series of contrasts that develop perspective on life.  Explain what he was getting at in the 

following contrasts: 

• Good name vs. precious ointment (v.1) 

• Day of death vs. day of birth (v.1) 

• House of mourning vs. house of feasting  (v.2) 

• Sorrow vs. laughter  (v.3) 

• Heart of the wise vs. heart of the fools  (v.4) 

• The rebuke of the wise vs. the song of the fools  (v.5) 

• The end of things vs. the beginning  (v.8a) 

• The patient in spirit vs the proud in spirit  (v. 8b) 

 

2. What value is found in mourning the loss of a loved one?  (v.2b) 



3. Explain the imagery Solomon employs to describe laughter of fools.  Why is their laughter empty? (v.6) 

4. An ongoing theme in Ecclesiastes is oppression.  What practice drives oppression and how does it impact the 

wise?  (v.7) 

5. What instructions are given regarding to anger?  What is the danger of harboring anger in our hearts?  (v.9) 

6. Why are we to avoid cherishing “the good ol’ days?”  What is the danger of living in the past?  (v.10) 

Beginning in verse 11 Solomon again focuses on how we manage what we’ve been given, specifically an inheritance. 

7. How would a wise use/investment of an inheritance provide protection?  (v.11-12a.) 

8. In contrast to using wisdom in spending/investing an inheritance, what are some more foolish actions people 

take? 

9. Why is it wise to learn about investing, especially if you have a significant inheritance or windfall?  (v.12b) 

10. The economy goes through cycles, ups and downs.  What are we to know and how are we to respond?  (v.13-14)   


