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Jesus gave the church its mission to 
make disciples of all the nations. . . To 
be his witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea 
and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.  The first seven chapters of Acts 
focused on the birth and development 
of the new church in the city of 
Jerusalem.  It exploded with growth and as it did, it encountered 
a variety of situations that could have set it back or slowed its 
growth. The Apostles were repeatedly arrested and put on trial.  
They were commanded to stop teaching and preaching in Jesus’ 
name.  They were beaten.  Yet this didn’t deter them. 

The early church expressed love to one another not seen before.  
People gave what they had and made it available to others.  Some 
sold property and gave the proceeds.  There was not one needy 
person among them.  An issue of deceit in giving raised its head, 
but was confronted.  Another problem that arose related to the 
Greek speaking widows that were being missed in the distribution 
of food.  This was dealt with as additional ministry leaders were 
appointed. 

We ended our previous study with Stephen, one of the early 
ministry leaders, being put on trial.  He not only managed the 
widow’s food distribution, but he was a powerful preacher, 
leading many to Christ.  As he addressed the Sanhedrin, he 
confronted their hypocrisy and sin. . .which led them in a rage to 
take him out and stone him.  This tragic setback sparked a 
widespread persecution of the believers in Jerusalem.  As we 
begin our study in Acts chapter 8 we find Saul leading this 
persecution.  But instead of a setback, God used it - like throwing 
water on a gasoline fire.  The church explodes across Judea and 
Samaria. 
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Introduction to Acts 8-12 

The story of the early church in Acts began around AD 30.  The 
first seven chapters took place within this first year—the rapid 
growth, the miracles, the love shown, and growing persecution.   

Stephen’s trial and death took place in AD 31 which leads to the 
intense persecution and scattering of the church found in chapter 
8.  God used this to build His church.  During this same year the 
church expanded into Judea and Samaria.  This persecution 
continued for the next three years. 

In AD 34 we find the persecution of the church intensifying as it 
followed the scattered believers who moved outside of the 
borders of Judea.  Saul, an upcoming leader within the Jewish 
political ranks, led this effort.  He wanted to stamp out the 
church, but God had other plans.  On his way to the city of 
Damascus in Syria, Saul encounters Jesus.  His encounter was life 
altering. 

Three years later in AD 37 Peter was praying and God gave him 
the vision of clean and unclean animals.  This led Peter to preach 
to the Gentiles and the result—Cornelius and his family come to 
Christ and received the gift of the Holy Spirit.   

Just twelve years after the birth of the church in Jerusalem (AD 
42) God has established a new center for the church in Antioch 
which is located in northern Syria.  In this same year Peter was 
miraculously delivered from prison while in Jerusalem.  

The first seven chapters of Acts dealt with the first year of the 
church.  Chapters 8-12 pick up the next eleven years.  In all we 
find God was powerfully at work in and through His church! 
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Sermon Notes—Acts 8:1-24 

January 8th, 2023 
 

Acts 8:4-5  Now those who were scattered went about preaching 
the word. Philip went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed 
to them the Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What truth did God impress upon your heart during the message 
this morning? 
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Pure and Phony 

Warm Up:   
1. It is common when a company comes up with a new product 

that makes a hit, other companies then produce similar 
products.  Identify some of these products.  What has been 
your experience with the knockoffs?   

Read Acts 8:1-13 
The church enters into their first period of persecution. 
Previously, Peter and John were imprisoned and warned not to 
talk about Jesus. Then then all the Apostles were arrested and 
beaten for preaching Christ.  Just preceding our passage Stephen 
was seized and killed for his faith and now the persecution 
spreads church-wide. 
 

1. Who was behind the growing persecution of the church?  
What does this tell us about his motivation and character? 
(v.3) 

2. What was the reaction of believers to this growing threat?  
How was this a very natural response?  (8:4) 
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3. Read Romans 8:28.  How does God use this persecution for 
the good?  How have you seen God take something negative 
and use it in your life for good? 

4. What do we know about Philip from the following passages: 

• Acts 6:5; 8:4-13 

• Acts 8:26-40 

• Acts 21:8-9 

5. Look up information online about the Samaritans.  Who were 
they?  Why did the Jewish people resent them?   

6. Why was Simon the Magician be accepted in the Samaritan 
religious culture?  How does our culture try to dictate what is 
acceptable and not acceptable?  

7. What kinds of signs accompanied Philip’s presentation of the 
gospel?  In this setting, why would signs be necessary?(vs.6-
7)   
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8. Why was Simon amazed at what he saw from Philip’s 
ministry?  Why do you think Simon shadowed Philip? (vs. 12-
13) 

9. In Acts 2, the church’s birth was accompanied by signs and 
wonders of the Holy Spirit.  How would this same experience 
by the Samaritan believers be an affirmation for the church in 
Jerusalem? (vs. 11-17) 

10. How did Peter see through Simon’s interest in the ability to 
lay hands on someone to receive the Holy Spirit?  What was 
Peter’s exhortation? How did Simon respond? (vs. 18-24) 

 
Historically - there is evidence that Simon never did trust Christ 
as his savior but went back to deceiving people by his magic. 
Irenaeus, a disciple of the Apostle John, described a sect of 
Simon, who again promoted himself as the “Great power of God” 
and incorporated in it the Trinity:  he was God the Father to the 
Samaritans, God the Son to the Jews, and God the Holy Spirit to 
the world.   “According to Hippolytus, his final exhibition misfired. 
He was buried alive, promising to reappear in 3 days; but he did 
not, for, in Hippolytus’ laconic phrase, ‘he was not the Christ’.”  
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Prayer Requests: 

For Your Prayer Time:  In your prayer time thank God for using 
the hard times in your life for His glory and your good.  Ask him to 
use your life as a witness for him. 
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Sermon Notes—Acts 8:26-40 

January 15th, 2023 
 

Acts 8:34-35  And the eunuch said to Philip, "About whom, I ask 
you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone 
else?"  Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this 
Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. 
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A Seed for Ethiopia 

Warm Up: 

1. How were the seeds of the gospel planted in your life prior to 
your trusting Christ as savior?  

Read:  Acts 8:26-40 

2. We first encountered Philip, he was one of the seven ministry 
leaders chosen in Acts 6.  How has his ministry grown since 
that time? (Review Acts 8:1-25) 

3. What role was given to the angel of the Lord?  How is this 
consistent with what you have observed elsewhere in the 
Bible?  Give examples. (v.26) 

4. What do we learn about the Ethiopian that Philip 
encountered?  (v.27-28) 
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5. How did God prepare the Ethiopian for the gospel?  (v.28b-
30) 

6. How did Philip use this circumstance to explain the gospel? 
(v.29-31) 

7. What is the value of using probing questions in our witness 
with the non believer? 

8. How is Philip’s approach to sharing Christ different from a 
“salesman’s” approach?  What can we learn?  (v.30-31) 

9. How does the passage from Isaiah that is quoted here point 
to Christ?  (v.32-33; See Isaiah 53:7-8) 
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10. Why would the Ethiopian desire to be baptized?  What does 
baptism represent? (v.36) 

11. You may notice that verse 37 is missing in your Bible and may 
be listed as a footnote.  How would verse 37 explain what is 
needed to be baptized?  Is this in agreement with what we 
find elsewhere in the New Testament? 

12. What do we learn about the mode of baptism practiced here? 
Is the mode important?  (v38-39a) 

Azotus is also referred to as Ashdod in the Bible.  It was twenty 
miles north of Gaza, where Philip met the Ethiopian,  and directly 
west of Jerusalem.   Caesarea is located on the Mediterranean 
coast south west of Galilee.   

13. How does Philip illustrate obedience to the Great Commission 
found in Matthew 28:18-20?  (v.40) 
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Prayer Requests: 

For Your Prayer Time:  Ask God for boldness, for his leading, and 
for opportunities to share your faith in Christ. 
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Sermon Notes—Acts 9:1-22 

January 22nd, 2023 
 

Acts 9:20-21  And immediately he proclaimed Jesus in the 
synagogues, saying, "He is the Son of God." And all who heard 
him were amazed and said, "Is not this the man who made havoc 
in Jerusalem of those who called upon this name?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What truth did God impress upon your heart during the message 
this morning? 



Page 16 

Persecutor to Preacher 

Warm Up: 
1. What are some ways that Christ has changed your life?  

Read: Acts 9:1-22 

2. Review and summarize what we have learned about Saul.  
(7:58; 8:1-3) 

3. Acts 9 takes place three years after Stephen’s martyrdom.  
What does this indicate about the intensity and scope of the 
persecution?  (v.1) 

4. Damascus was located in Syria about 135 miles from 
Jerusalem.  Why would Saul and the high priest be concerned 
about Christ-followers there?  (v.2) 
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5. What was the extent of the crackdown on the church from 
the religious leaders?  Why types of suffering did believers 
encounter? (8:3; 9:1-2) 

6. Describe Saul’s encounter with Jesus.  (vs. 3-6) 

7. How did Jesus identify with his church?  How does this 
illustrate the truth of Christ being the head of the church?  
(v.4) 

8. How was the resulting physical condition Saul encountered a 
picture of his spiritual condition and those who do not know 
Christ?  (v.8-9) 

9. Why would Ananias be conflicted by the instructions to lay 
hands on Saul for his healing and commissioning him for 
ministry?  (vs. 10-14) 
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10. How do we see God’s plans to extend the gospel being 
developed?  (vs. 15-16) 

11. Considering what we already know of Saul, why would it be 
important for him to experience suffering for the cause of 
Christ? (v.16) 

12. What all happened to Saul when Ananias laid his hands on 
him and communicated the message our Lord had given him? 
(v.17-19a) 

13. How did the folks in the synagogue respond to Saul’s 
conversion and his preaching Christ?  (vs. 19b-23) 

14. What evidences do we see of the genuineness and growth of 
Saul’s faith in Christ?  (v.22) 
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Prayer Requests 

For Your Prayer Time:  Ask God to help you grow in your faith and  
witness for him.  Pray for those suffering trials due to their faith. 
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Sermon Notes—Acts 9:19-31 

January 29th, 2023 
 

Acts 9:27  But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles 
and declared to them how on the road he had seen the Lord, who 
spoke to him, and how at Damascus he had preached boldly in 
the name of Jesus.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What truth did God impress upon your heart during the message 
this morning? 
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The Tables Turned 

Warm Up: 

1. Our personal story of faith is a powerful tool in our witness 
for Christ. Jot down some highlights you can share.    

Read: Acts 9:19b-31  

2. What message did Saul share in the synagogue?  How did this 
grow out of his encounter with Jesus?  (vs. 20-22) 

3. What did those in the synagogue understand about Saul’s 
past?  How did they respond to his conversion?  (vs. 20-21) 

4. How has Saul taken up the mantle of Stephen in his 
preaching?  (v. 22; 6:10) 
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5. What was did those opposing Saul resort to when they were 
loosing the debate about Jesus?  How does this mirror the 
response to Stephen? (v.23) 

6. How did Saul and the disciples frustrate their murderous 
plot?  How would this event impact Saul emotionally? (vs.24-
25) 

7. Why were the disciples in Jerusalem afraid of Saul?  (v. 26; 
8:1-3; 9:1-2) 

8. How does Joseph live up to the name he was given?  How 
does his advocacy make a difference? (v. 27; 4:36-37) 

9. After his reception by the Jerusalem church what do we learn 
about Saul’s ministry within the city?  (vs. 28-29) 
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10. How did Saul’s ministry mirror Stephen’s ministry?  (Acts 6:8-
10) 

11. Why and how did Saul leave Jerusalem?  Where did he go?  
(v.30) 

12. Why would Saul’s presence and witness in Jerusalem spark 
additional persecution of the church?  (vs. 28-31)  

13. How is the church and its ministry described after Saul left?  
What would be some of the reasons for this change? (v.31) 

At this point in Saul’s life he enters what is called the hidden 
years.  In those eight years he spent time in his home city and the 
surrounding countryside.  As he continued his ministry in his 
home town it is believed that he was repeatedly beaten for his 
faith.  He was described as bowlegged in one of the early records.  
This deformity is common among men who have been severely 
flogged.   
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Prayer Requests 

In Your Prayer Time:  Thank God for the peace within the church 
and that it is being built up.  Pray that we would see people 
confess their faith in Christ and the church will grow.  
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Sermon Notes—Acts 9:32-43 

February 5th, 2023 
 
Acts 9:40-41  Peter put them all outside, and knelt down and 
prayed; and turning to the body he said, "Tabitha, arise." And she 
opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat up.  And he 
gave her his hand and raised her up.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What truth did God impress upon your heart during the message 
this morning? 
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Miracles in Lydda & Joppa 

Warm Up:   

1. What kinds of events have you seen that draw people to faith 
in Christ?  How have you seen God use everyday events to 
prepare hearts for the gospel? 

Read Acts 9:32-43 

2. As you read between the lines in verse 32, what do you think 
Peter was doing in his travels in Samaria? 

3. Define “saints.”  Who are saints according to the New 
Testament?  How does this differ from Catholic or Eastern 
Orthodox traditions?  

4. Why was the healing of Aeneas significant?  (v.33-34)  How 
does mirror our Lord ? (Matt 9:1-7) 
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5. How does this story of this healing lead to an explosion of 
believers in this area?  Why is a personal story of faith in 
Christ a powerful part of our witness? (v.35) 

6. Who was Tabitha?  What do we learn about her?  (vs. 36, 39) 

7. The Greek name Dorcas means “deer or gazelle.”  How did 
this name describe Tabatha’s life? 

8. What were evidences of her good works and charity?  (v.39) 

9. Why would the disciples send for Peter after Tabatha died?  
What were they expecting?  (vs. 37-38) 
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10. Why is it appropriate to share the impact a person had in 
your life at their memorial service? What is its value?  How 
can this point others to Christ? (v.39) 

11. What was the significance of the steps Peter took after seeing 
Tabatha’s body in the upper room? (v.40-41) 

12. We are invited to ask God for our needs and for those around 
us.  What instructions and promises are given?  (1 John 5:14-
16) 

13. How can we determine God’s will as we pray?   

14. How did these two miracles prepare the ground for the 
gospel to take root?  (v.35,42) 
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Prayer Requests: 

For Your Prayer Time:  Spend time in prayer for those in your 
oikos (your sphere of influence).  Pray that God will open the 
door to share a personal story of faith. 
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Sermon Notes—Acts 10:1-23a 

February 12th, 2023 

Acts 10:14-15  But Peter said, "By no means, Lord; for I have 
never eaten anything that is common or unclean."  And the voice 
came to him again a second time, "What God has made clean, do 
not call common." 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What truth did God impress upon your heart during the message 
this morning? 
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Spirit Directed 

Warm Up: 

1. How have you  seen God’s Spirit lead you?  In a decision, 
choice, etc..?  

Read:  Acts 10:1-23a 

2. What do we learn about Cornelius?  Who was he?  What was 
he like?  (v.1-2; 22) 

3. Define alms.  What does this tell us about Cornelius’ 
character?   

4. Where was Cornelius and his century (troops) located?  How 
far was this from Joppa? 
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5. What was Cornelius’ reaction to the angel of God? (v.4-8) 

6. Cornelius was a good man doing good works.  Why wasn’t 
this enough to earn him salvation?  How can we answer 
someone who believes if he/she is good enough they will be 
given heaven? 

7. What were the circumstances related to Peter’s vision?  
When is the sixth hour in our time?   How would this be 
connected to hunger?  (vv. 9-10) 

8. Why would God use a vision of a sheet filled with “unclean” 
animals to teach Peter?  What applications does this have for 
us? (vs. 11-16) 

9. How does this vision reflect Jesus’ teaching regarding clean 
and unclean foods?  (Mark 7:18-20) 
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10. How did God arrange perfect the timing of the vision and the 
arrival of the messengers from Cornelius?  (v.17-18) 

11. Before the vision, why would Peter hesitate in accompanying 
these men to Cornelius’ home?  (vs. 20-21) 

12. What reasons did the messengers give why Cornelius had 
sent for Peter?  (v.22) 

13. How does Peter’s invitation to these Gentiles to be his guests 
go against his upbringing in the Jewish faith and traditions?  
(v23a) 

14. Until this time the gospel has gone out to Jerusalem, Judea 
and Samaria.  How would Peter’s vision and the Spirit’s 
direction plant the seeds for preaching to the Gentiles?   
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Prayer Requests 

For your prayer time: Ask God to give you compassion for those 
who do not know Christ.  Continue to pray for your oikos (sphere 
of influence) that they might respond to an invitation to our 
Easter service. 
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Sermon Notes—Acts 10:23b-48 

February 19th, 2023 

Acts 10:44-45  While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy 
Spirit fell on all who heard the word.  And the believers from 
among the circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, 
because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the 
Gentiles.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What truth did God impress upon your heart during the message 
this morning? 
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Gentiles Included 

Warm Up:    

1. What forms of authentication do companies use today, 
especially in e-commerce?  How can we authenticate true 
faith?  

Read: Acts 10:23b-33 

2. Why did Peter take along other believers with him as they 
traveled to Caesarea?  (v.23b) 

3. Who were awaiting Peter’s arrival?  How is this an example of 
our “oikos?”  (v.24) 

4. Review Cornelius’ position in the Roman military.  Why is it 
significant that he would fall down before Peter? What does 
this action say?  (v.25) 
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5. What do we learn about the culture and the restrictions the 
Jewish people had regarding people outside their race and 
nation?  (v.28)   

6. Why was Peter able to cross cultural barriers?  What types of 
cultural barriers exist near us? (v.28-29) 

7. How does Cornelius answer the question about why Peter 
was sent for?  How does his answer show God’s work in his 
heart to receive the gospel?  (vs. 30-33) 

8. Is Peter teaching that we can earn our salvation by our own 
good works or efforts?  Why or why not? (vs. 34ff). 

9. Since Jesus’ earthly ministry was known by Cornelius and his 
guests, why did Peter focus on Jesus’ death and resurrection? 
(vs. 39-41) 
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10. How did Peter introduce Jesus’ role after the ascension?  Why 
is this an important part of the gospel?  (v.42) 

11. What is necessary to stand before God without fear?  (v.43) 

12. Why did God use the baptism of the Holy Spirit and the gift of 
languages to authenticate their faith in Christ?  How is this 
described?  (vs. 44-47) 

13. Describe the symbolism of baptism.  Why was it important for 
new believers to be baptized?  (vs.47-48)  

14. Have you been baptized?  What does it mean to you? 
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Prayer Requests 

For Your Prayer Time:  Ask God that He remove from your life the 
barriers that prevent you from being an effective witness for Je-
sus.  Pray for our Easter Outreach. 
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Sermon Notes—Acts 11:1-18 

February 26th, 2023 
 

Acts 11:17  If then God gave the same gift to them as he gave to 
us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I 
could stand in God's way?"  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What truth did God impress upon your heart during the message 
this morning? 
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Reporting Good News 

Warm Up:   

1. How has God been at work in your life more recently?  Share 
this with your Growth Group.  

Read: Acts 11:1-18 

Acts is the story of the Church On Mission.  The mission began in 
Jerusalem and now has spread to Judea and Samaria.  It even is 
touching the lives of Gentiles.  This created a stir within the 
Jewish church. 

2. How was the tension in the Jerusalem church described? 
What is fueling this conflict? (vs. 1-3) 

3. What was implied by the charge Peter ate with the Gentiles?   
How would a Gentile’s diet be different from those of the 
Jews? (v.3b) 
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4. What did the circumcision party expect the new Gentile 
believers to do to be fully accepted?   

5. What all is Peter communicating as he is recalled the story of 
his vision at Joppa?  How would this justify his eating with the 
Gentiles?  (vs. 4-10) 

6. How does the Holy Spirit apply this vision to the men who 
were sent from Caesarea? (vs.11-12) 

7. How do people make “distinctions” between people today?  
How is this opposed to God’s view of mankind?  (v.12; 10:34) 

8. Why would Peter describe God’s preparatory work in 
Cornelius’ life as he defends sharing Christ with the Gentiles?  
(vs. 13-14) 
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9. Why does Peter use Jesus’ words before his ascension to give 
testimony to the reality of the Gentile’s faith?  (vs. 15-17; 1:5) 

10. Why was it important that there were multiple witnesses of 
God’s work in the Gentiles’ lives?  (v.12) 

11. How do we see God’s sovereignty in salvation and our 
responsibility to proclaiming the gospel demonstrated in this 
story?  (v.17) 

12. What was the final response of those who were criticizing 
Peter’s involvement in presenting Christ to Cornelius and his 
“oikos?”  (v.18) 

13. How does Peter’s outreach to Cornelius set the stage for the 
mission of the church to the Gentiles?   
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Prayer Requests: 

For Your Prayer Time:  Ask God to give you a sensitive heart to 
the Holy Spirit’s leading and a willingness to share your testimony 
of faith when appropriate. 
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Sermon Notes—Acts 11:19-30 

March 5th, 2023 
 

Acts 11:23-24  When he came and saw the grace of God, he was 
glad, and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the Lord with 
steadfast purpose, for he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit 
and of faith. And a great many people were added to the Lord.  
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On to Syria 

Warm Up: 

1. In 1st Peter we are taught every believer has received either a 
speaking gift or serving gift, and we are to use these to serve 
one another.  What kinds of ministries has God given you?   

Read:  Acts 11:19-30 

The persecution of the Jerusalem church lasted for around three 
years from AD 31-34.  Now we pick up the story three years later. 

2. What was true of those who fled Jerusalem when persecution 
broke out in AD 31?  How far did they travel?  (v.19) 

3. Why would these believers initially only be sharing Christ with 
the Jews in the areas they settled in?  What does this say 
about their understanding of the Great Commission? 

4. Where have we seen people from Cyprus and Cyrene 
mentioned?  (Matt. 27:32; Acts 2:10; 4:36) 
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5. Who were the Hellenists?  Where have we seen this group of 
believers before?  How is the current reference different from 
the previous?  (v.20; Acts 6:1) 

6. How did the Hellenists respond to the gospel?  How is this 
connected to the earlier story about Cornelius?  (v.21) 

7. Why would Barnabas be a good candidate to travel to Antioch 
in Syria to confirm and support God’s work there?  (v.22; Acts 
4:36-37, 9:26-27, 11:24a) 

8. What did Barnabas find when he arrived at Antioch?  What 
does this communicate about God’s work among the 
Gentiles?  (v.23a) 

9. How was Barnabas’ ministry described?  What did he see this 
church needed?  (v.23b-24) 
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10. Why did Barnabas leave Antioch to search for Saul?  How far 
was Tarsus from Antioch? 

11. What ministry did Paul and Barnabas have when they 
returned?  Why is it important that a church focus on 
teaching the scripture?  (v.26) 

12. What does the term “Christian” mean?  Why was it used of 
these believers?  (v.26) 

13. How did the church in Antioch respond to the prophecy of 
Agabus of the coming famine?  How does their response 
provide a pattern for our giving? 

14. How would the gift by the church in Antioch build bridges to 
the church in Jerusalem?  (v.30) 
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Prayer Requests: 

For Your Prayer Time:  Thank God for the faithful ministry of our 
local church in teaching people God’s word.  Ask God to help you 
to grow in your Biblical knowledge.   
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Sermon Notes—Acts 12:1-17 

March 12th, 2023 
 
Acts 12:4-5  And when he (Herod) had seized him (Peter), he put 
him in prison, delivering him over to four squads of soldiers to 
guard him, intending after the Passover to bring him out to the 
people. So Peter was kept in prison, but earnest prayer for him 
was made to God by the church.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What truth did God impress upon your heart during the message 
this morning? 
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In the Nick of Time 

Warm up: 

1. Sometimes God’s answer to prayer comes early, yet it often 
comes in the nick of time.  Describe your experience to God’s 
answers to prayer. 

Read: Acts 12:1-19 

2. What was Herod’s motive for arresting and having James 
killed?  How is his action similar to how politicians often make 
decisions?  

3. What was Herod’s plan in arresting Peter?  When was he 
arrested? When was he to be put on trial?  How would the 
timing be significant for the Jews and for the church?  (vs. 3-
4) 

4. Describe the church’s response to Peter’s imprisonment.  
How is this an example to us when we face a crisis? (v.5) 
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5. What precautions did Herod take to insure Peter would 
appear for his trial?  Why would he take those steps?  (vs. 4, 
6; see Acts 5:17-21) 

6. How did God answer the church’s prayers?  How did Peter 
respond?  (vs. 7-11) 

7. After his release where did Peter go?  What was taking place 
when he arrived?  How is this gathering an example for our 
Growth Groups? (v.12) 

8. What do we learn about John Mark?  (v.12; 12:25, 13:5, 13; 
15:36-38) 

9. Who came to answer the door? What did she do?  What was 
the group’s response?  (vs. 13-15) 
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10. Why would this prayer group think it was Peter’s ghost?  
What does this tell us about their confidence that God would 
answer their prayer for Peter?  (v.15-16) 

11. What was Peter’s instructions to this group before he left?  
Why did he want James and the brothers to know?  (v.17) 

12. How did Peter’s movement show he acted with wisdom?  
When it was discovered he was not in the prison, what would 
he anticipate Herod would do?  

13. In the early hours of morning what do we learn about the 
soldier’s response to Peter’s disappearance?  Why would they 
respond this way?  (v.18) 

14. How did Herod respond to the news?  (v.19) 
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Prayer Requests 

For Your Prayer Time:  Thank God for his answers to prayer (be 
specific).  Who do you know that is need of prayer?  Pray for 
them. 
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Sermon Notes—Acts 12:19b-25 

March 19th, 2023 

Acts 12:22-23  And the people were shouting, "The voice of a 
god, and not of a man!"  Immediately an angel of the Lord struck 
him down, because he did not give God the glory . . .  
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Herod’s Demise 

Warm Up: 

1. In what ways can we give God glory and honor?  In words?  In 
deeds?  

Read: Acts 12:19b-25 

Two years earlier (AD 42) Herod had killed James and imprisoned 
Peter to have him also killed.  It was during this year also that 
Barnabas and Saul were in Jerusalem to bring an offering to 
relieve the famine.   

2. What were the motives of the people of Tyre and Sidon as 
they meet with King Herod?  (v.20) 

3. Who did the people enlist to help them in their cause?  What 
was his role before the King?  (v.20, look up the NET Bible) 
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4. How did the people of Sidon and Tyre use flattery to get their 
way?  Why is flattery dangerous? (v.22) 

5. What did Job say about flattery?  What is God’s response to 
flattery?  (Job 32:20-22) 

6. How does Paul describe the person who uses flattery?  What 
is the result within the church?  (Romans 16:17-18) 

7. How did Herod respond to their shouts of flattery?  What can 
those who preach or teach God’s word learn from Herod’s 
example?  (v.23) 

8. What is an appropriate response when you are thanked for 
serving?  
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9. How is God’s earthly judgement on Herod a fitting response 
to his treachery and self-serving actions?  (v.23b)\ 

10. During the period from James’ death (AD 42) to Herod’s 
death (AD 44) the church encountered further persecution.  
Even so what was the result?  How does this encourage you 
when you see the dark clouds in our culture?  (v.24) 

11. Most of chapter 12 has focused on Peter and the Jerusalem 
church.  How is verse 25 a transitional verse for the rest of 
Acts? 

12. Why would Barnabas and Saul take John Mark with them?  
What did they see in him?  (v.25) 
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Prayer Requests 

For Your Prayers:  Thank God for His sovereignty in the events we 
see unfold before our eyes.  Give him praise for his righteous 
justice in righting the wrongs. 
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