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A Note from Pastor Rick ><> . . .   

The Christian life, or journey if that is a better term for you, is a matter of 
balance between “UP’s” and “DOWN’s”. 

 

A big “UP” this past week was worship attendance.   61 attended Messy Church 
on Wednesday, February 6th.  My earlier count of 53 left out some people! We 
celebrated Scouting Ministries this past Sunday, February 10th.  We pretty much 
had the Easter crowd I expected . . . 182 total.  That totals 243 who attended 
one of our worship services this past week!  That’s an “UP”. 

 

What is interesting to note . . . only about 20-25 “Sunday regulars” attended Messy Church.  Seeing out 
of my one good eye, I’m pretty sure that “Sunday regulars” accounted for a less than half the 
attendance this past Sunday.   In other words, we had a lot of people attend worship with us who are 
not normally here on Sundays. This is an “UP”. 

 

Another fact . . . if you add the 61 who attended Messy Church with the 72 who attended our first 
Sharing the Table: Eat, Love, Pray (Dinner Church) the last week of January . . . well that totals 133, 
which is higher than our regular weekly worship average.   This an “UP”. 

 

By the way, have you seen the Mission Table in the Welcome Center where we are currently collecting 
snacks to be delivered later this month to the Police Station and Fire Station #2?   If we keep this up, 
we will need a 2nd table.  That’s an “UP”. 

 

We’ve also dealt with some “DOWN’s” this week.  A serious cancer diagnosis, a possible stroke, the 
loss of a baby during pregnancy, rehab not going as hoped, recovery from surgery taking longer than 
expected.  These are the “DOWN’s” that we come together to deal with, striving to keep our balance in 
the process. 

 

God has called us to go all in to minister to families, to be better neighbors to those who serve our 
community, and to care for those in our congregation who have serious challenges.  May we be faithful 
as we rise up to meet these and other new challenges.  Let’s work together to keep our balance, so we 
can continue our witness to those around us of what disciples look like who love God, love others and 
serve the world.  

  

Pastor Rick ><>  

http://www.crowleyumc.com/


Men’s Ministry Pot-Luck Lunch & Bake Sale Report . . .  

Our men’s ministry Pot Lunch & Bake Sale was a rousing success.  Just under 
100 people stayed to eat together.  The men raised approximately $660 in 
donations thanks to the generosity of those in attendance, especially those 
who bid on cakes, pies and other treats.  

Proceeds will be divided in the coming days between the Girl Scouts and our 
Scouting BSA Pack, Troop and Venture Crew based on the current number 
registered in each unit.   

 

Attendance & Offering Report . . . Week ending February 10, 2019  

   Messy Church Attendance:                   61 

Sunday Worship:                182 

Total Worship Attendance:     243 

Received for the Operating Budget:    2866.00 

Total offering received:           4162.13 

 

“Thank You!” to everyone who contributed to our church operating budget this past week.   Our 

regular weekly budget need is $6,500 per week in offerings and gifts.  This amount allows us to fully 

fund 100% of our weekly Operating Budget and all Connectional Mission Giving.   

 

On-Line Giving . . .  

Do you prefer to donate to the church on-line? 

If so, you can go to our webpage 

(www.crowleyumc.com) and click the Donate button, 

or you can click HERE to go directly to our on-line 

giving portal.    

 

 

Serve the World - 2.0: 

Being God’s Hands and Feet 

February 2019 
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During the month of February, we are again collecting various 
chips and snacks to place on our Mission Table in the Church 
Welcome Center.   On Monday, February 25th, we will divide what 
goodies have been donated and deliver them to the employees of 
the Crowley Police Department and Crowley Fire Station #2.  

We will do it all again in March, and take what we have received 
to the employees at the Crowley City Hall and Fire Station #2. 

Please join with us in our efforts to thank the neighbors around us 
who serve us so faithfully!   Let’s learn how to serve the world by 
working together to be God’s hands and feet! 

 

Thank you, Church, for helping us touch the lives of our neighbors 

around us to faithfully serve others in our community! 

 

Finance Committee announcement . . .  

The next meeting of the Finance Committee will take place on 
Sunday, February 17th at 3:00 PM in Conference Room #1, 
located across the hall from the Church Offices.   All members 
of the Finance Committee are asked to attend.  

 

 

Iron Men Meeting (a ministry of the UMMen) . . . February 18, 2019 

Our regular monthly meeting of the Iron Men will take place on 
Monday, February 18th at 7:00 PM in Conference Room #1. Our 
speaker will be Erinn Powell. Erinn is with the new Arc Group 
which provides services and advocates on behalf of and in 
collaboration with people with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities and their families to improve their quality of life and to 
expand opportunities to actively participate in the community. All 
men are invited.  A light snack will be served! 

 

Executive Committee of the Church Council to meet . . .Members 
of our Executive Committee of the Church Council (church 
committee chairs, ministry leaders and financial officers of the 
Church) are asked to attend a meeting at the Church Parsonage 
(317 S. Oak St.) on Sunday, February 24 at 3:00 PM.  We will meet 
with Rev. John Mollet, who serves as the representative of the 
Texas Methodist Foundation for our Annual Conference.   John will 
be sharing information about how to improve funding of 

ministries, and helping develop a plan to reduce our building debt over the long-term.   

Snacks collected as of 2/11/19 



 

CUMP News . . . 

Happy Valentine's Day from the staff and students of the 

preschool!  Registration for the 2019-2020 school year is currently 

open for members of the church and current preschool families.  For 

the 2019-2020 school year, we will offer the following classes:  toddler 

(18-23 months by 9/1/19), two-year-old, pre-K3, pre-K4, Transitional 

Kindergarten, and a brand new Kindergarten class.  Please email 

Melissa Trigg (melissa@crowleyumc.com) for a registration form and 

to ask any questions. 

CUMP Fundraiser Dinner . . .  

Each Spring, the preschool hosts a fundraising dinner to help fund special projects for the school.  Our 

current goal is cosmetic updates to the preschool classes, including new interior and exterior doors for 

the education building, repairs to the hallway ceiling, and new paint for the entire building.  We will 

tackle these updates one at a time as we are able to cover the expenses involved in each improvement. 

Our annual dinner will be on Tuesday, February 26, at 6:00 p.m.  Following the meal, the students will 

perform for us.  We will have art work from each class and several donated items available in a silent 

auction.  The donated items include a month pass to Jerry's Express Car Wash and a women's 

pampering kit.  We also have several items that have been donated to the preschool that will be 

awarded in a drawing.  These items include a Jason Witten autographed football in a display case with 

an NFL sanctioned photo and a hand-crafted front door wreath with a "Springtime in Texas" 

theme.  Please contact Melissa Trigg (melissa@crowleyumc.com) if you are interested in any of these 

items. 

 

Family & Friends CPR Course . . . Saturday, March 2, 2019 at 9:00 AM 

Family & Friends CPR is for people who want to learn CPR but do 
not need a course completion card for their job. This course is ideal 
for students, parents, grandparents, babysitters and others 
interested in learning how to save a life. A student manual will 
need to be purchased from the church office before the class 
begins. Cost of the manual is $17.00 (cash only). Contact Gail 
Phillips if you have questions. 

 

 

Scouting for Food . . .  

On Saturday, February 8, 2019, Scouts from Troop #554 collected 500 pounds of 
food for the House of Hope Food Pantry. This is an annual event where Scouts 
collect food from neighborhoods throughout Crowley. Way to go Scouts!!! 
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GOLDEN EAGLES INVITE YOU TO JOIN THEM 10:30 AM  

ON THURSDAY, MARCH 7, 2019  

FOR A PERFORMANCE  

BY ANDY GOIN FOLLOWED BY A POT LUCK LUNCH 

 

Andy Goin - the King of Performing Classic Country 

Proudly born and raised in Texas, Andy Goin grew 

up listening to classic country tunes that everyone 

knows and loves from yesteryear when classic 

country music spoke right to the hearts of men and 

women alike. Waylon Jennings, Merle Haggard, 

Willie Nelson, Conway Twitty, George Jones, Clint 

Black, George Strait, Jerry Reed and Kenny Rogers 

are just a few of the artists whose tunes Andy 

brings back to life with his own smooth, wide range 

voice covering them like you’ve never heard before. 

These songs will bring back fond, joyful memories 

for all - always a positive, heartwarming 

experience. 

Mark your calendar now! Bring your family and 

friends! All are welcome! 

 

 

 

More about the upcoming called 
session of the General Conference 
of the UMC (Feb. 23-26) . . .  

As many already know after attending 
the three “Coffee with the Pastor” events 
at the Parsonage this past August, or 
from reading the recent report published 
in the Fort Worth Star Telegram 
(February 3, 2019) United Methodist 

clergy and lay delegates from around the world will gather together for a special called session of the 
General Conference of the United Methodist Church in St. Louis, MO beginning on February 26th.   This 
called session comes as the result of a decision made by the delegates to the 2016 General Conference 
meetings.  The decisions made at the upcoming called session will no doubt affect the future of our 
denomination.   



Pastor Rick will make himself available, schedule permitting, to meet with any individual or group in 
the church who have questions or concerns about the called General Conference sessions.   

For more information about the Commission of a Way Forward, click HERE or cut and past the 
following web address into your internet search browser: http://www.umc.org/who-we-
are/commission-on-a-way-forward 

More information about the General Conference can be found HERE, or cut and paste the following 
web address intro your internet search browser:  http://www.umc.org/topics/general-conference-
2019-special-session 

When searching for information, please go to reliable UMC sources.  There are many independent 
internet news sources that are spreading incorrect and harmful information.  The links above will give 
you good info. 

As stated earlier, decisions made at the called General Conference sessions may change how our 
denomination looks and operates.  However, the ministry of the First United Methodist Church of 
Crowley, TX will continue with our unwavering focus to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world who know how to love God, love others and serve the world!    

 

Church Calendar for 2/13/19 through 2/24/19. . .  

Wednesday, February 13 -  Noon  Mid-Week Prayer 

    2:30 pm Women’s Emmaus Group 

    6:30 pm Youth Group 

    6:30 pm Zumba 

    7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal 

 

Thursday, February 14 -  7:00 pm Cub Scouts #554  

 

Saturday, February 16 -   9:00 am Girl Scouts #3401 

    6:00 pm Progressive Class Game Night 

     

Sunday, February 17 -   8:45 am Casual Worship 

    9:30 am Small Groups 

    10:00 am Children’s Choir  

    10:45 am Traditional Worship – “Spirit Moves” performs 

    1:00 pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal 

    3:00 pm Finance Committee 

    6:00 pm Youth Group  

 

Monday, February 18 -   NO PRESCHOOL – President’s Day Holiday 

1:00 pm Chronic Condition Workshop 

    6:30 pm Puzzlers 

    6:30 pm Zumba 

    7:00 pm United Methodist Men Meeting 
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Tuesday, February 19  6:30am  Men’s Emmaus Group 

    9:00 am Bible Study 

    10:00 am Quilters 

    6:00 pm Yoga 

    7:00 pm Pastor’s Bible Study 

    7:30 pm Scouts BSA 

 

Wednesday, February 20 - Noon   Mid-Week Pray  

    2:30 pm Women’s Emmaus Group 

    3:30 pm New Women’s Study Group 

    6:30 pm Youth Group 

    7:00 pm Scouts with Autism/Disabilities 

    7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal 

 

Thursday, February 21 -  10:30 am Golden Eagles 

    6:30 pm Cub Scouts #554 

 

Sunday, February 24 -   8:45 am Casual Worship 

    9:30 am Small Groups 

    10:00 am Children’s Choir  

    10:45 am Traditional Worship  

    12:15 pm Children’s Council Meeting 

    1:00 pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal 

    3:00 pm Executive Committee meets with John Mollett 

    4:30 pm “Spirit Moves” rehearsal 

    6:00 pm Youth Group  

 

        


