
	
 

 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 It’s great to be home! I have appreciated the welcome, 
and look forward to serving New Hope alongside you. Each 
congregation has different expectations of a pastor, and what 
pastoral leadership looks like, so I will learn as the weeks and 
months pass and we move into ministry together.  
 I may hesitate at times, as I assess what level of 
leadership is desired. At other times I may step on toes as I move 
too quickly in a direction that is natural for me in one setting, but 
may not be what is desired at New Hope. I hope you’ll simply 
drop by my office, send me an email, or give me a call when 
I’ve tripped up, or where clarification is needed. It does become a bit of a dance as pastor and congregation get to know 
each other. Even though I grew up in this congregation, there have been many years between then, and now. I need to 
reacquaint myself with New Hope. 
 Some of you have known me since birth. You perhaps know more stories about me than I can even remember. 
Don’t feel you need to share them all! And, some of you know stories about me that we remember, but are best forgotten. 
The call to New Hope is a clear indication that the grace we claim through Jesus and his cross is present among us. The 
promise of our baptism is that we begin each day new, and we are grateful for this unconditional love. It is a fact that I 
feel God’s grace through you as I accept your call. I look forward to meeting all of you in the weeks ahead.  
 My aim will always be to build up this body of Christ, to continue the warm and welcoming hospitality you 
extend to all who come, to strive for excellence in worship, music, service and outreach, and to encourage you in generous 
and faithful stewardship. If we are to build this congregation, generosity must flow from the bounty we have received. 
New Hope stands on a rich and faithful tradition that is an inspiration. Let’s continue in the mission God has given us and 
grow it in Jesus’ name. 
 Peace, 
 Pr. Michael Sparby 

New Hope Travel Opportunity 
The Passion Play at Ommeramergau, Bavaria, Germany 2020 

 Join the group for an experience of a lifetime! June 28 – July 8, 2020. This play has been presented by the 
villagers every ten years since 1634. The trip will also include Budapest, Hungary on the Danube River, Bratislava, 
Slovakia, Prague, Czech Republic, Nurnberg, Rothenburg, Heidelberg, a Rhine River Cruise, and Neuschwanstein 
Castle on our way to Ommeramergau where we have lodging in the village very close to the play, and seating within 
the first ten rows for the performance. Brochures are available in the church office. Tell your friends, and be a part of 
this great adventure. Spots will fill so the sooner you make your reservations the better. Our travel group will include 
folks from First Lutheran in Seattle, WA, Edison Park Lutheran in Chicago, and New Hope Lutheran Church. Everyone 
is welcome so spread the word. For more information you can contact Pr. Michael Sparby 
at nhpastor@chibardun.net  or the number for Trans-World Travel, Inc. on the brochure.   
 

Installation Celebration of Bishop Laurie Skow-Anderson 
2 p.m. Saturday, August 25, 2018 

Bethel Highlands Lutheran Church  
(504 Frontage Rd., Hudson, WI 54016) 

12:45 p.m. Mass Choir Rehearsal: Special music choir will assemble at Bethel the afternoon 
of the installation. Pieces rehearsed to sing during the installation are Be Thou My Vision (WOV) 
and For Everyone Born a Place at the Table (Renewing Worship)--feel free to practice in advance. 

NEW	HOPE	TRUMPET 
August	2018	

	

	

	



 August Stewardship Project: School Kits: basic supplies encourage learning + creativity 
       *           (70-sheet) wide or college-rule notebooks.   NO loose-leaf paper 

1 30 cm ruler OR ruler with centimeters and inches  
1 Pencil Sharpener 
1 Blunt scissors (safely scissors with embedded steel blades work well) 
5 Unsharpened #2 pencils w/erasers; secure with rubber band 
5 Ballpoint pens secured with rubber band-NO gel ink 
1 Box of 16 OR 24 count crayons 
1 Eraser (approx. 2 ½” long) 
1 Sturdy cloth drawstring backpack style bag (approx. 14 x 17”) with shoulder straps 
      NO standard backpacks 
DO NOT add to or omit from items listed.  All items should be in new/good condition.  Pack ALL 

items in bag and close. DO NOT enclose kit or contents in plastic bags. (Sand Creek assembly date to be announced) 
 

Pine Creek WELCA: 9:30 am, Sunday, August 12th  Hostesses: Helen Ellefson & Annette Mason 
 

Sand Creek Circles  Phoebe: 9:30 am/Church Thursday, August 2nd  
    Eve:  NO August meeting 
    Rhoda:   9:30 am/Church Thursday, August 9th  

 
Sand Creek WELCA 

Lutheran World Relief: First offerings recently sent in St. Paul with 443 quilts, 94 personal care kits and 63 baby-
care kits.  Thank you to the makers, the providers, the packers, and the prayers!  You are all vital to our mission!! 

 
Election of W/ELCA Officers (Please consider serving an office if asked) 

Nominating Committee: Carol Gerner, Cathy Davis, and Lana Anderson 
Office/Terms to fill: President, Vice-President, Secretary, Discipleship, Justice, and Altar Guild  

 
Community Visits:  1 pm Wednesday, August 8th 

We will gather to visit with those who are more confined to their homes. Please bring ½ -1 dz. cookies, bread, etc. and 
coffee carafe. Cathy Davis will have a visitation list. 
 

Annual Heart of the North Women’s Retreat at Luther Park 
1 pm Monday, August 13thà1pm Tuesday, August 14th  (1pm Registration/check-in) 

Bible Verse: “But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles;  
           they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.”    -Isaiah 40:31  
Retreat Pastor/Bible Study leader:  Pr. Jamie Brieske of Immanuel Lutheran of Eau Claire  
Guest speaker:  Michelle Curran from Chrismark Home in Rice Lake  
Musical guests:   “Resurrection” String Band 
Activities:   Pontoon rides, crafts, Labyrinth, meditation, Holden Communion Service, fellowship/reflection  
Two-day registration: $60 by August 1 or $65 after.  One-day registration: $35. Forms are available at church.  
Make checks payable to W/ELCA HON Conference and mail to Sandy Harelstad: 2542 ½ Ave., New Auburn, WI 54757. 
In-kind gifts of money, gift cards, hygiene products, etc. will be given to Chrismark Home in Rice Lake.  Please bring 
peanut butter jars with covers or pint jars with lids to make Thank-offering jars.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	

	

Men’s Group Meeting  
 

Thursday, August 16th 
7 pm/Sand Creek 

Men of ALL ages welcome! 



DEVOTIONS:  Greeting Card Verses 
“And God, who sees into our hearts, knows what the thought of the Spirit is.”  -Romans 8: 27 (TEV) 

 I really enjoy sending greeting cards.  I try to pick out ones with special verses and that say words 
that are honest and meaningful.  When I receive cards I appreciate knowing they are especially for me.  
Even humor can be fitting.  Sometimes my prayers are like greeting card verse using someone else’s words 
to express my thoughts.  Other times the Holy Spirit leads me as I pray from my heart. 
 The Lord’s Prayer was given to us to pray together or alone. It’s a model prayer for us to pray, to 
follow and to lead us into a deeper relationship with Jesus. 
 There are other prayers in Scripture that are very meaningful.  Prayers for specific needs prayed by 
kings, prophets, apostles, as well as other men and women. 
 In our own private time we are be led by the Holy Spirit. Crying, pleading and believing, desiring 
God’s help and blessing for our present needs are words that come from our heart and soul.  Words may be 
jumbled and not make sense to others.  But God knows!  To Him, they are all beautiful words, honest and 
with meaning. 
 Prayer is essential, shared and alone.  Jesus hears our prayers, even silent ones.  Most of all, pray 
with thanksgiving.  Hear us, gracious Lord.  Amen.     -Sue Piotrowski 

 
 
July 4, 18 Mark Hall: 231 Sylla St., River Falls, WI 54022 
Dear New Hope Lutheran Friends 
 Thank you so much for your kind expression of sympathy, your payers and your 
memorial gift in memory of Joy and Marshall.  
 Mom and Dad were blessed by your care and love for so many years during their 
active time in parish ministry—as were we, their children.  They often remarked at how 
thankful they were to be living and serving in Sand Creek/Pine Creek during the “growing up” 
years for us “kids”.  And, of course we have always affirmed that and felt that way ourselves. 
 To be nurtured in a caring Christian community that is striving to show Christ’s love is 

truly a blessing.  That blessing was our and I/we are very grateful for the New Hope Congregation and for the gracious 
way you shaped our lives. God bless you as continue this vital ministry. 
 Gratefully in Christ, Mark Hall on behalf of all our family 
 
July 10, 18  Chetek Food Shelf 121 2nd St, PO BX 524, Chetek, WI 54728 Phone 715-925-3500 
Dear Friends, 
 Thank you all for your generous donation of various paper products, miscellaneous groceries and personal care 
products.  Your thoughtfulness enables us to help the increasing umber of people in our community who are in need. 
Sincerely, Susan Millard, Treasurer 
  
July 10, 18 ELCA 8765 West Higgins Rd, Chicago, IL 60631-4101 ELCA.org 773-380-2700 or 800-638-3522 
 VBS: Thank you for your recent $100 gift in support of the ministries of the ELCA through ELCA Good Gifts! 
 With generosity and imagination, you have made a gift that will change a life.  Through the programs supported 
by your “Good Gifts”, you are reaching out with a tangible symbol of Christ’s love—a bible for a young disciple or a 
textbook for an emerging leader, cleaning supplies for a family affected by a disaster, a warm meal at a local soup kitchen, 
a goat or pig to help a family become self-sufficient, a brick that will help build a house of worship. 
 Thank you for equipping others to live lives of abundance and witnessing to the healing and hope we share in 
Christ Jesus.  Your generosity is making a difference! 
In God’s grace, Christina Jackson-Skelton, Executive Director, Mission Advancement 
 

God’s Work Our Hands EVERYDAY! 
“Living Generously”: church’s call to live in fullness of life, replacing stressful burdens with compassionate care of an 
uplifting faith community. Should anyone need New Hope’s help, contact Stewardship Committee or church office. This 
could be a simple visit, yard work, rides, etc.  If willing to share your God-given talents/resources to help contact the 
committee: Mary Peterson (715-308-9593), Lon Christopherson (715-949-1131), Mary Ann Omtvedt (715-828-1896), 
Sue Paulson (715-658-1364), and Aimee Mikl (715-308-0240). 

 
 

	



New Hope Lutheran Church Council Minutes 
Wednesday, July 9 at Sand Creek These minutes subject to council approval  

7:50 pm: Meeting called to order by 
Council President, Aimee Mikl-Young  
Present:  Linda Bilodeau, Desiree Buck, 
Lacey Buhr, Cathy Davis, Kelly Nelson-
Esterby, Wendy Loy, Aimee Mikl-Young, 
Mary Ann Omtvedt, Mary Peterson, Dale 
Paulson, Sue Paulson 
 
Devotions: Pr. Janelle quoted scripture 
from Psalm 33: Praise the Lord with a 
harp. Play skillfully & shout for joy. New 
skills require practice – is there a new 
way to look at council & responsibilities? 
We will sing a new song with a new 
pastor. Thank you for singing along with 
me during the past year.  
Secretary’s Report: M/S/C (Sue 
Paulson/Mary Ann Omtvedt) to approve 
June 13, 2018 meeting minutes. 
Correspondence: A thank you note from 
Mark Hall was read, appreciating enclosed $50 memorial for his parents. 
Email from the Synod: Technology Grant applications are available through the Synod’s Bold Generosity campaign. 
Treasurer’s Report: Current is a positive fund balance with $7,848 actual overage.   –Kelly Hoff, Treasurer 
Pastor’s Report: Pr. Janelle shared her calls/visits schedule. Remember 6:30 pm, July 11th “S’more” service at Myron 
Park. Will vacation after Sunday, July 15th--not actively serving as pastor. 

Committees 
Property & Management 
*Request to rent to Pr. Janelle through August if needed. Would pay $850 as a donation? Assessments don first of the 
year.  M/S/C (Dale Paulson/Linda Bilodeau) approve Pr. Janelle to stay at parsonage-Aug. 
*Parsonage repairs – replacing garage door opener, drain has been fixed. 
*Pine Creek basement mold issue needs to be addressed. 
*How much should Pine Creek custodian be paid? Currently rate is same as prior to the addition. A job description is 
being drafted to present next month. 
Worship & Music 
*Special music for Pastor Sparby’s Installation Service July 29th – Kathy Peterson organized a joint choir 
*9 am fellowship in the park with doughnuts July 15th prior 10 am service to thank Pastor Janelle. 
*July 29th potfaith lunch after 10 am joint worship/SC to welcome Pr. Sparby. Mary Ann will order cake & buns. 
Stewardship & Evangelism 
*Membership rolls discussed and tabled until new pastor is hired.  
*God’s Work/Our Hands date? (ELCA is Sunday, September 9,2018) So far no project ideas received. 
*Suggestion was made for nametags to be provided for all members. Cost/styles will be researched. 
Family Education 
*Luther Park summer camp scholarships guidelines discussed. Our extra, designated funds will be reviewed, as well as 
Luther Park’s scholarship availability/guidelines.   
*$1,000 is annually budgeted for Christian Education (Sunday school, VBS, Bibles, etc.) There’s also a youth account 
designated for Youth Gathering, “Godstock, Christ Jam”.  
Old Business 
*Audio Architects may not make Telephone Ministry conversion by August 1st  
New Business 
*Installation Celebration Sunday, July 29th  – see above Worship & Music.  
Next Council Meeting – Monday, August 6 at Pine Creek: 7 pm committees/7:30 pm meeting. 
Adjourn M/S/C (Dale Paulson/Desiree Buck) Closing with The Lord’s Prayer  -Wendy Loy, Council Secretary 
 

AUGUST Noisy Globe Offering:  To be announced 

1-1-18	to	6-30-18		 ACTUAL	
	 	 	OFFERING	 $82,837.87	
	

BUDGET	FOR	2018	
	

	 	 	
Congregation	 $107,587.00	

EXPENSES	
	 	

Pine	Creek	 $13,601.00	
Mission	Support	 $6,270.00	

	
Sand	Creek	 $49,166.00	

Benev	Other	Misc	 $2,855.00	
	

TOTAL	 $170,354.00	
Parsonage	Exp	 $866.00	

	 	 	Pastor	Exp		 $31,303.00	
	 	 	Payroll	Exp	 $15,623.00	
	

Needed	Monthly	 $14,196.00	
Utilities:	SC	 $3,905.00	

	
x	6	 6	

Utilities:	PC	 $2,879.00	
	

Total	needed	to	date	 $85,176.00	
Utilities:	Congr	 $480.00	

	
to	cover	budget	

	Operating	Exp	 $9,859.00	
	 	 	TOTAL	EXPENSE	 $74,040.00	
	

Recvd	to6-30-18	 $82,837.87	

	 	 	 	 	Actual	Overage	 $8,798.00	
	

Budget	surplus	 $2,338.00	
Ckg	Bal	$16849	

	 	 	 		



New Hope Lutheran Church 
E9085 County Road V 
PO BX 85 
Sand Creek, WI 54765 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pork Chop + Baked Potato Supper 
4-7:30 pm Wednesday, August 22nd 
New Hope Lutheran Church-Pine Creek 
Hosted by Pine Creek Cemetery Board for hill renovations  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Annual	Heart	for	Luther	Park	Sunday,	August	5th	

A day of fun for all ages while supporting this ongoing, year-round outdoor ministry and help 
fund scholarships for kids to attend camp!  
+ 9:15 am outdoor, camp-style worship 
+ Grilled chicken dinner, pie & ice cream 
+ Children’s activities for ages 5-12 
+ Silent & Live auctions (Auctioneer; former Bishop Bob Berg) 
Donated Items Welcome: Quilts, baskets and other items displayed for Live & Silent Auctions  

    Returning Artisans: Unique items may be purchased directly from their maker!  
    Raffle:  Tickets sold until 3 pm: $5 Ea. OR 5 for $20   
    “Stars of Heaven” quilt, “Confetti Cake” quilt, and chainsaw woodcarving!  
   
 
 
 
 
 

Family	Education	
Kelly	Nelson-Esterby		 715-658-1861	 kelly.esterby@chibardun.net	 	
Wendy	Loy	 	 715-658-1000	 wendyml21@gmail.com	
Patti	Audoff	 	 715-642-2344	 skiturtle3@yahoo.com	
Robbie	Jo	Ellefson	 	 715-642-2344	 robbiejoellefson@yahoo.com	
Desiree	Buck	 	 715-658-1287	 tdbuck@chibardun.net	
Property	&	Management	
Dale	Paulson	 	 715-658-1364	 spaulson@chibardun.net	
Mike	Goodremote	 	 715-658-1503	 mike@glbertsofsandcreek.com	
Gene	Buffington	 	 715-237-2154	 buffg@citizens-tel.net		
Vern	Ellefson	 	 715-837-1029	 ---------------------------------------	 	
Stewardship	&	Evangelism	
Sue	Paulson	 	 715-658-1364	 spaulson@chibardun.net	
Lon	Christopherson	 	 715-949-1131	 londo@chibardun.net	
Mary	Ann	Omtvedt	 	 715-658-1896	
Mary	Peterson	 	 715-308-9593	 grammypete718@yahoo.com	
Aimee	MIkl-Young	 	 715-308-0240	 aimeesuemikl@gmail.com	
Worship	&	Music	
Jodie	Madison	 	 715-495-5294	 madisonjodie@yahoo.com	
Lacey	Buhr	 	 715-781-7834	 lacey.buhr@gmail.com	
Linda	Bilodeau	 	 715-458-2479	 lbilodeau2@yahoo.com	
Cathy	Davis	 	 715-949-1817	 roncate@chibardun.net	
PC	Vacancy	 	 ------------------------------------------------------------------	

                               2018 New Hope Council 
	

Pr.	Michael	Sparby	
	 	 715-764-9779	 nhpastor@chibardun.net	
	 	 President	 Aimee	Mikl-Young	
	 	 Vice	President	 Robbie	Jo	Ellefson	
	 	 Secretary	 Wendy	Loy	
	 	 Treasurer	 Kelly	Hoff/Hoff	Financial		
	 	 Asst.	Treasurer	 Gene	Buffington	
	

WORSHIP 
8:30 am/Pine Creek       10:15 am/Sand Creek 

9:30 am Coffee Fellowship/Both Churches 
    Telephone Ministry:  Updates in progress 
 
Office 715-658-1470   Hours 9 am-2pm 
newhope@chibardun.net  www.newhopescpc.org   
  

	

	

	

AUGUST	


