
THINK, TALK, DO: Questions and Activities for Families 

A NOTE TO PARENTS:  Teaching the story of the good Samaritan this week was a very pur-

poseful choice.  Most kids have heard the story already, probably multiple times.  But my 

prayer is that THIS time, it might be used by your family as a jumping in point to begin the dif-

ficult but necessary discussion of racism and bias in our country, our community and our 

homes.  You may be hoping for a script to follow.  But I cannot tell you specifically how to 

have that conversation.  The right words and proper timing will differ from family to family, 

based on the age of your children, the personal experiences of your family, and honestly, 

the condition of your own heart.  It may be that you can jump in this morning; it may be that 

a period of prayer and reflection is necessary to ready your own heart.  But one thing is cer-

tain, it is our responsibility as parents and as Christians to be sure that the conversation hap-

pens.  I have purposefully kept the language in the teaching video somewhat vague, as I do 

believe that, as with any difficult topic, it should be parents’ right but also responsibility to 

choose the timing and wording that is right for their children to best identify and process 

what racism and bias looks like in their own circumstances, and what they can and should 

do to change it.  I pray that each family will take that responsibility to heart, and to action. 

 

Because of the seriousness of the topic, and the time we are witnessing as a country, I have 

chosen NOT to give a list of lighthearted activities this week.  Your DO this week is to start dis-

cussions.  To listen.  To work on heart change.  I am praying for you as you DO. 

          With sincere love,  Ms. Cindy 

LOVE THAT IS SINCERE // The Good Samaritan (Luke 25—37) 

• Who told this story to the people who were listening? (Jesus) 

• What happened to the Jewish man who was walking on the road? (he got robbed and beaten 

by bad guys as he travelled; they left him alone and hurt, lying on the side of the road) 

• What did the Jewish priest and the Levite do when they passed by and saw the hurt man?  

(crossed to the other side of the road and kept on walking; didn’t help the man) 

• Who was the next person to pass by?  (a man from Samaria; a Samaritan) 

• What did the Samaritan do when he saw the injured Jewish man? (treated his wounds, used his 

own donkey to take him to an inn and cared for him, paid for the man to stay at the inn) 

• Why was it strange for the Samaritan to help?  (the Samaritan was used to being hated by the 

Jews; he might have felt that he didn’t need to help the Jewish man; no one would expect it) 

• Who was the good neighbor in the story? (the Samaritan man) 

 

• What is the greatest commandment? (love the Lord your God with all your heart and soul and 

mind and strength; love your neighbor as yourself) 

• Why did Jesus tell this story? (a religious man asked him who he should show love to; Jesus want-

ed him to understand that we should show love to everyone, no matter who they are) 



LOVE THAT IS SINCERE // The Good Samaritan (Luke 25—37) 

• SCRIPTURE MEMORY VERSE:  ROMANS 12:9 

This month’s verse is a great jumping off point for conversation.   

Some talking points for Romans 12:9 with regard to the Good Samaritan and racism/bias: 

• The story today tells us that we should love our neighbor; who IS our neighbor?  (ANYONE 

who needs help, compassion and love; ALL people are our neighbors in God’s eyes) 

• What does it mean to be sincere? (honest, true, not just pretending; REAL) 

• How does REAL (sincere) love look different from “pretend” love?  Make this real by set-

ting a scenario your family can relate to.  For example,  how might I treat ______ (choose 

someone who is different from you in some significant way) if I am just trying to LOOK like 

I love them?  How would I treat them if I am TRULY showing them God’s love? 

• We are instructed to hate what is evil.  Talk about some things that God considers evil.  

Are there things on God’s list of “evil” that the world tells us are ok?  What specific thing 

can our family DO to begin to chip away at one of these evils that we see around us? 

• God doesn’t ask us to do this alone.  We have to cling to God’s goodness in order to 

show others love that is sincere.  What are the good things we should HOLD TIGHT to? 


