
THINK, TALK, DO: Questions and Activities for Families 

The Kings of Israel and Judah usually led God’s people away from Him. Hezekiah and Josiah were 

two kings who led the people back to God.  Read together 2 Chronicles 34:30-31. 

• Josiah led the people to promise to follow God through His law.  Why is the Bible important for us 

to know God?  (Help kids identify that the Bible is the word of God.  We can think of the Bible as 

God’s love letter to His people.  It tells us what God has done because of His love for us.  We know 

who God is AND who WE are because of what God has said in His word!) Read Psalm 119:9-11 

• When Josiah was presented with God’s law, he immediately realized the people had failed to fol-

low it, and he vowed to respect God by going back to His word.  How can WE show we treasure 

God’s word? (discuss ways you can tell that the Bible is important to a person… reading the Bible 

regularly, studying and memorizing scripture, telling others about the Bible, etc.)  Read Psalm 

119:103-106 

• Josiah did his best to follow God, but like us, he could not obey God’s law perfectly no matter how 

much he wanted to.  Why is it GOOD NEWS that JESUS obeyed God perfectly?  (we all have sin 

that affects every part of our lives — we all make choices that go against God.  Because of sin, 

we deserve punishment, and that punishment means being separated from God.  But Jesus NEV-

ER sinned — He followed God’s law perfectly.  When Jesus went to the cross, He accepted the 

punishment that ALL of us deserved.  When we trust in Jesus, we are counted righteous by God in 

spite of our sins.  Jesus obeyed perfectly so that we could be forgiven! 

HEZEKIAH & JOSIAH  2 Chronicles 29, 34-35 

• Were Hezekiah and Josiah prophets, priests or kings? (kings) 

• Where did the high priest find the book of the law? (in the temple) 

• How did King Josiah feel when he heard the words from God’s law? (very upset) 

• Could any of Judah’s king or people obey the law perfectly? (no!) 

• How did God plan to fix what sin broke?  God planned to send Jesus. 

 

• Who was the king of Judah before Hezekiah? (Ahaz, his father, an evil king; 2 Chron. 28:27) 

• How old was Josiah when he became king? (eight years old; 2 Chron. 34:1) 

• What did Josiah do when he heard the words written in the book of the law? (felt very sad, tore 

his clothes; 2 Chron. 34:19) 

• Why is obeying God so important? (doing what God asks us to — obedience — is an important 

way we show that we love God and that we trust His plans.  God made us, He loves us, and He 

has perfect plans for us.  Obedience means doing things God’s way, which is the best way.  

Obeying God both glorifies God, and benefits us!) 

• Hezekiah and Josiah led the people back to God.  But each time Judah had a good king who 

followed God, the people eventually turned back to sin.  The needed more than a few good 

kings; they needed a perfect eternal King.  Who is the only King who could save us from sin and 

fix what sin broke? JESUS 



PLAY A GAME:  “LOST WITHOUT YOU” 

Select one player to describe a person who is very important to him or her.  Other 

players should try to guess who is being described.  For older kids, you can play 20 

questions style — participants take turns asking a series of yes or no questions to figure 

out who the leader is describing.  

STORY POINT:  Certain people — parents, grandparents, teachers, coaches — can 

have a really big impact on our lives.  But NO ONE has as big of an impact on our 

lives as God!  God’s people had wandered far from Him, and their nation was a 

mess.  God’s people needed God to help them love and obey Him. We need God in 

the same way!  When we trust in Jesus, He gives us new life so our hearts can love 

and obey God. 

CONDUCT AN EXPERIMENT:  STRENGTH OF THE SCROLL 

Take a sheet of paper and roll it into a tube.  Secure the tube with a piece of tape.  

You’ve made a cylinder, one of the strongest shapes out in nature!  Stand the tube 

on a flat surface, and see what you can balance on top of it… another sheet of pa-

per?  A paper plate?  A book?  You’ll be surprised at it’s strength!  Try rolling the pa-

per tighter or looser… use different size or type of paper… fold the paper into a 

square or triangular tube instead of a round one.  What do your results show? 

 STORY POINT:  The Word of the Law was found by the high priest as the workers re-

stored the temple.  Josiah recognized that the scroll held great strength, not be-

cause of its shape but because it was God’s word!  What strength can YOU draw 

from God’s word today? 

SING A SONG:  GOOD, GOOD FATHER and GOD IS SO GOOD (Yancy) 

Check out these great tunes on the Discover Kids page to remember 

what the scroll reminded Josiah...God is good always!! 

CREATE SOME ART:  NATURE CREATIONS 

Explore your yard, or take a bag on a walk with your family, and pick up interesting 

sticks and stones that you find. Especially keep your eye open for unique shapes!  Use 

them to form a picture on paper, or to create a 3 dimensional masterpiece! 

STORY POINT:  King Josiah provided the money to get the wood and rock needed to 

restore God’s house, the Temple.  What kinds of jobs would do you think would need 

to be done in that project?  No matter what your talents are, God uses them all! 

HEZEKIAH & JOSIAH  2 Chronicles 29, 34-35 

LEND A HAND:  THE BIG CLEAN UP 

Take a look around your own neighborhood.  What do you see that you could do to 

help someone by improving the surroundings?  Could your family clean up the win-

ter’s roadside debris for a neighbor?  Pick up litter on your next walk?  Plant a few 

flowers to leave on a friend’s porch or in their garden?  Get out there and DO IT! 

STORY POINT:  Repairing and cleaning the temple was a BIG job, but it was an act 

that showed the people’s love and respect for God.  When we serve others, we show 

we love and respect them, and show them our love for Jesus at the same time! 


