
“My Village Ministries (MVM) is a local organization that works with area churches to serve 
families in crisis. They believe that difficult circumstances can reach a breaking point when 
a family is socially isolated with no support system. They believe that the local church has a 
community ready to serve these families and prevent at risk children from entering the foster 
care system. Their website says it best- ‘My Village Ministries (MVM) seeks to come alongside 
families in crisis and provide community and support to help them get to the other side. We do 
this by placing children with host families for a short period of  time, providing coaching and 
training for parents, and welcoming those who are isolated into a Christ-centered community.’
 
I met the local director, Phil Krause, of  MVM while my husband and I were completing the 
training classes to become licensed foster parents in early 2014. Phil and his wife were also 
pursuing their foster care license. We stayed in touch as we each began our foster care journey. 
Several years later Phil brought MVM to central Ohio. I attended their fundraising dinner and 
I was convicted that the mission of  MVM is exactly what is written on the walls of  our worship 
center which says to ‘Love God, Love People, Impact the World’. 
 
I am the ministry lead for MVM at Discover Christian Church. I also completed the training to 
become a Family Coach for the referring parent as well as a resource for the host family. The role 
is similar to a social worker in the foster care system, but from a Christ-like spirit of  humbleness, 
love, and acceptance. So far, I have been blessed to be the Family Coach to three referring 
moms. It’s been beyond rewarding to provide a listening ear, guidance, as well as tangible goods 
such as clothing, furniture and food to these moms in crisis while their kids are with a host 
family. I have also been blessed to babysit the kids after a hosting has ended and to have another 
referring mom over for dinner and tutoring for a class she was struggling to complete.  The best 
part has been praying for and with these moms as they begin to get a glimpse of  a loving God 
who cares for them. 
 
Our family has had many children in our home over the eight years that we have been fostering 
and we have adopted two of  the children. I absolutely believe there is a place for foster care 
in our communities. However, I strongly believe that for many of  the children in foster care if  
their families had had a community of  support before things spiraled out of  control they would 
not be in the system. As an example, two of  our referring moms were pregnant and had no one 
to watch their kids while they delivered their babies. When expectant moms go to the hospital 
and take their other children with them, if  the mom cannot find a family member or friend to 
take them, then the hospital social worker is forced to call children‘s services and the kids are 
placed in foster care. Once kids are in the system it’s very difficult to get them out. That’s the 
goal of  MVM is to keep children out of  foster care by providing families with a strong church 
community and their children a safe place to land during the crisis. 
 
Currently, we have two host families at DCC- Jeff and Kim Wilkin and Matt and Chelsea 
Termeer. They have hosted for four referring families. If  you are interested in becoming a host 
family or family coach please let me know, and I will walk you through the process. You can 
email me at shereet924@att.net, and I would be happy to share more about this ministry.”


