
DAY 1:  GIVE THANKS FOR 

PEOPLE WHO CARE 

4 
I always thank my God for you. I thank him because of the grace he has given to you who belong 

to Christ Jesus. 1 Corinthians 1:4 NIrV 

Whenever I think of holiday celebrations, I think of my Gramma.  There were always tiny pickles in 

her special glass dish, homemade desserts in the oven, and napkins to match the occasion.  You 

probably know someone who is really good at making holidays special too!  But Gramma wasn’t 

about being “Pinterest perfect.”  She was as happy to serve soup and cookies on TV trays as a full 

turkey dinner at the table.  As much as she loved to cook and serve, she recognized that celebra-

tion isn’t about the production at all!  Celebration is about sharing with others – appreciating the 

blessings that you have and the company of people you care about.  Gramma was joyfully grateful 

just to have a house full of people, and an impossible number of chairs squeezed around the table.  

As we prepare to celebrate Thanksgiving this week, we should slow down on the DOING and the 
GETTING, so that we can focus on the THANKING and the GIVING.  God surrounds us daily with 
people who care about and provide for us, because HE cares about and provides for us!  Whether 
those people are near or far, whether you know them deeply or don’t even know their names, 
pause today to thank God for people who make life worthy of celebration! 

Who has God put in your life this season who makes you want to celebrate? 

GRATITUDE ACTIVITY // SAY THANK YOU! 

Today, take time to think about the people who care about you every day.  Maybe it’s a friend 

who’s a long distance prayer warrior.  Your regular server at the coffee shop.  A teacher who goes 

above and beyond.  The bus driver, delivery person, health care provider, co-worker… So many 

people bless you every day in countless ways! 

Use the THANKFUL CARDS in your package to write a note telling those people why they are 

special to you and to God!   Be specific as you describe why you are grateful for them!  Your kind 

words (and colorful pictures!) can uplift, encourage and reward!  Pray for each person as you put 

your notes in the mail!  If your family names more people than you have cards, start a list, and 

start a great habit by thanking someone different each week this year! 

 

THANKSGIVING WITHOUT A HOME // TELL SOMEONE YOU CARE! 

Often people who are experiencing homelessness are also separated from people who care about 

them and care for them, and positive words can be hard to come by. How would your life be differ-

ent without encouraging words? As you are planning your shoebox gift for a child this week, begin 

by praying for the child, then write a note to include in the box.  You don’t know their name, but 

God does!  Tell that child why God says they are special, and what you wish for them this Christ-

mas!  Let your note help guide what you choose to put in your shoebox throughout the week! 



DAY 2:  GIVE THANKS FOR 

THE THINGS WE HAVE 

20
 Always give thanks to God the Father for everything. Give thanks to him in the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  Ephesians 5:20 NIrV 

What would you have if you could only keep what you have thanked God for today? 

Yikes!  Pause for a minute and think about what would be on YOUR list.  Would your cup be over-

flowing?  Would you have lots of things but no people, great people but no things?  Would you 

have anything at all? 

What’s on that list says a lot about what we value.  But it also says a lot about how well we know 

God.  Sure, God loves to hear us say thanks for the big things – the gifts with bows – the new job, 

the warm house, our great family.  But he doesn’t just ask us to say thanks for the big things in the 

good times.  His words are EVERYTHING and ALWAYS. 

Yes, God meant every single thing.  The good things, the everyday things, even the hard things.  
See a beautiful sunset?  Thank God for it.  Washing dishes with your mom?  Thank God for it.  In 
the same room with your family for day 10 straight?  Thank God for it.  God is there in the good 
things, he’s there in the everyday things, and he’s especially there in the hard things. 

So look for him there, and don’t forget to say thanks. 

GRATITUDE ACTIVITY // THE GIVING THANKS TREE 

Gratitude grows a little bit like a tree!  As our roots in God grow deeper and stronger, our gratitude to 

him branches out and covers more ground!  Today, let’s think about the many things that God pro-

vides for us in good times and bad.  The beauty of the world around us — from fall leaves to fireflies; 

the basics that we need — from cozy blankets to warm dinners; the extras that make us smile — 

from snuggly pets to video games; and the care in hardship — from peace to healling. 

Cut out the scripture leaves.  This will take a little patience!  Use the time to brainstorm and talk 

about the physical things your family is grateful for, or offer each of the scriptures as a prayer to God 

as you work.  Then write or draw something you are thankful for on the back of each leaf. 

Punch a hole in each leaf, then string them on the twine to make a garland, or tie a short loop of 

twine to each leaf and hang them on a branch from the yard to make a giving thanks tree! 

 

THANKSGIVING WITHOUT A HOME // MY VERY OWN 

What would it feel like to fit all your earthly belongings in a trash bag?  Homelessness often means 

giving up the things you call your own.  Home, bed, possessions.  But no matter what we lose in life, 

God still calls each of us “my very own.”  Today as you plan your gift for a homeless child, pray that 

one item you include will touch that child as something they are excited to call “my very own”. 



DAY 3:  GIVE THANKS FOR 

WORLD WE LIVE IN 

17 
Whatever is good and perfect is a gift coming down to us from God our Father, who created all 

the lights in the heavens.
[d]

 He never changes or casts a shifting shadow.
[e]

   James 1:17 NLT 

In 1863, in the middle of a terrible time for our country – the Civil War – President Abraham Lincoln 

declared that the United States would pause and celebrate a national day of Thanksgiving to bring 

thanks to God for his many blessings.  It probably seemed like strange timing to the American peo-

ple!  After all, it was a time of deep pain, division and loss like the country had never known before. 

But even as war raged in the land, Lincoln recognized that America had much to be thankful for; 

God was still present and working and blessing his people.  In his proclamation making Thanksgiv-

ing a holiday, he declared that the year was full of the “gracious gifts of the Most High God.” 

As we face hard times, we can be sure that God is present and working and blessing us now.  The 

world is constantly changing, but God -- who never changes -- is with us still.  Still giving good and 

perfect gifts to us, his children, no matter what is going on around us.   

What is something good that has happened during a hard time this year?  How have you seen God 

show his beauty and love in the middle of darkness?  Pause today, and bring thanks to God for his 

many blessings, no matter how unlikely the timing! 

GRATITUDE ACTIVITY // GRATEFUL FOR YOU! 

At the end of a great day, who are the people you run to share your victories with?  In the midst of 

a hard day, who do you look to lean on?  The people closest to us cheer us on when our world is 

joy filled and prop us up when our world brings trouble.  Today, let’s celebrate those people clos-

est to us with our words. 

Label a “grateful card” from your packet with the name of each family member.  Spread them out 

around the room, or for fun, tape them to each person’s back.  Have each member of the family 

move from card to card, writing something they appreciate about each other.  Continue until the 

cards are full of praises, then thank God for each other in prayer! 

If you are doing the activity alone, fill out the cards for someone you cherish, and lift them up by 

sharing a photo of your list with them today!  They’ll be grateful for YOU! 

THANKSGIVING WITHOUT A HOME // MAKE THE WORLD A LITTLE WARMER 

Children experiencing homelessness often find themselves shuffled between a variety of tempo-

rary living situations — moving between other families, staying in shelters, hotels, or even without 

shelter.  Their world can feel cold and inconsistent.  What are some things that would be challeng-

ing if you didn’t have a permanent place to stay? As you pack your shoebox gift for a child this 

week, try to include something that you believe will make that child feel warmed inside or out — 

physically, emotionally or spiritually! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=james+1&version=NIV;NIRV;NLT#fen-NLT-30244d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=james+1&version=NIV;NIRV;NLT#fen-NLT-30244e


DAY 4:  GIVE THANKS FOR 

THE GOD WE SERVE 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever.  Psalm 107:1 

“Go tell Aunt Mary thank you!”  your Mom whispers in your ear, prodding you in the back as you 

stand uncomfortably in the scratchy purple sweater with the turtleneck up to your ears.  “She spent 

a lot of time to make it for you!” 

We’ve all been there one way or another; recipient of the “gift” you never asked for, never planned 

for, NEVER wanted.  And yet, much as the gift rubs you the wrong way, you know Mom’s right.  

Aunt Mary gave it for the right reasons – you’re special to her; she invested her time and talents 

and resources in you; she has handed you something one of a kind, made just for you.  Much as 

you may dislike the gift, you can’t help but know that the giver loves you. 

Sometimes even our “gifts” from God are like that.  Wait, this wasn’t on my list… no, I didn’t ask for 

that... um, I think this was meant for someone else…  Still, we know that the “giver” is perfect.  We 

can be sure that, no matter how unlikely – how unwanted – the gift is, God gave it for the right rea-

sons.  He is good.  He loves us unconditionally.  Forever.  He calls us his children, his heirs.  He is 

unfailing, PERFECT.  And every gift given is placed in our lives for his perfect reason, according to 

his perfect plan.  So give thanks not just TO God, but FOR God.  No one loves you like him. 

GRATITUDE ACTIVITY // OUR THANKFUL LIST 

Why do we write down a shopping list before we head to the store?  Simple.  It’s important that we 

remember what things we need to purchase. 

Today, let’s use that same idea for giving our thanks to God!  There are some pretty embarrassing 

examples in the Bible of times when God’s people fell into sin just because they didn’t remember 

the great things he had done for them.  If only they had kept a list!  Being consistently thankful for 

what God has done for us will guard us from sin, and help us draw closer to him. 

Hang the “thankful lists” from the packet somewhere visible in your house.  For each category, 

begin listing things each family member is grateful for.  Make it a goal to add to the list every day!  

If you write just 3 things each day, you’ll be 1000 times thankful in a year!  It’s as easy as bread, 

milk, eggs! 
 

THANKSGIVING WITHOUT A HOME // CHILD OF GOD 

What’s a chore you hated to do as a kid?  Children experiencing homelessness are often forced to 

“grow up” pretty fast, as they face some very adult challenges and responsibilities in their lives.  

Today, think about the joyful spark in a child’s eye when they are doing something they love.  Try 

to include something in your shoebox gift that will light a spark that reminds the recipient that they 

are always a child of God. 



DAY 5:  GIVE THANKS 

ALWAYS! 

16 
Rejoice always, 

17 
pray continually, 

18 
give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you 

in Christ Jesus.  1 Thessalonians 5:16 – 18 NIV 

Do you love a great holiday gathering as much as I do?  Laughter floats from room to room, hugs are shared 

and smiles abound…  Happy chatter flows continuously about everything and about nothing… Gratitude is 

visible in ways you don’t see every day… “Thank you for coming!”  “You made my favorite pie!”  “I’m so glad 

to see you!”  There’s something so precious about celebrating in the company of people you love. 

Chances are that wherever you are today, this holiday looks different from most.  A bit smaller, a bit quieter, 

a bit closer to home.  But that’s okay.  No matter how small the gathering, you’re not celebrating alone, be-

cause God invites us to celebrate with him every day. 

Rejoice always.  When we find the joy in even the little things, it’s laughter to God’s ears, it’s sharing a warm 

hug directly with him.  Pray continually.  God wants to hear our chatter all the time – about everything and 

about nothing!  He’ll never lose interest in your conversation!  Give thanks in all circumstances.  There’s 

never a wrong time to tell God, “Thank you for coming, I’m so glad to see you!”  He’s always there, and glad 

you’re there too.  It’s his own plan for you. 

Whatever your celebration looks like today, give thanks!  The most important guest is most certainly there 

with you! 

GRATITUDE ACTIVITY // GRATITUDE SCAVENGER HUNT 

Do you love a good game of hide and seek?  The excitement of discovering someone hidden in a 

great spot?  The suspense of looking harder, closer, not giving up until the final hidden one is re-

vealed?  I still remember playing hide and seek as a child with my favorite uncle, and his very best 

hiding spot, impossibly high up in my mom’s linen closet!  Even now, I think of him when I pass 

that spot in the house! 

Today, let’s look for God with that kind of excitement and intensity!  Let’s try to find him in places 

expected and unexpected!  Pictures of God’s love lie waiting in every moment, we just need to 

look for them!  Give each member of the family a scavenger hunt card, and spend some time ex-

ploring!  You can write, draw or photograph the things you find to be thankful for!  Then bring your 

cards to the dinner table, and share what you found with each other!  Most importantly, share 

what you found with GOD, and tell him thanks! 

THANKSGIVING WITHOUT A HOME // PRAY CONTINUALLY 

As you complete your shoebox gift this weekend, don’t let it be the end of your personal gratitude pro-

ject.  Most likely you’ll never learn the name of the child you blessed this week; you won’t get to see 

them laugh as they open the box; you won’t know which item you packed touched them most.  But you 

can be confident that God will use the gift you’ve provided to work in the life of that child.  Remember 

the recipient of that gift throughout the holiday season – and beyond! – and continue to thank God for 

working in their life. God is always there and he always hears! 


