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How do I begin my relationship with Jesus? 
 
Our Condition and God’s Response 
God created the earth in order to be in perfect relationship with his creation. Adam and Eve 
were created for that very relationship, but when they decided to place their own desires 
before God and eat from the very tree God asked them not to, the world started to decay 
because of sin. We believe all have sinned and deserve eternal separation from God. It is 
impossible for anyone to restore their relationship with God by their own good works 
(Romans 3:23). However, the Good News is that God the Father sent his Son Jesus to 
reconcile our relationship with the Father. Jesus Christ is the one and only Son of God who 
led a sinless life, was crucified, and was raised to life. His sacrifice allows us to be seen by 
God as holy and without sin (Romans 3:23-24; John 3:16). 
 
How do I receive this gift of Salvation? 
The gift of Salvation is a work of God’s grace; a gift given freely to those who will receive it. 
This gift has two parts: the forgiveness of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit. We believe the 
forgiveness of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit are granted by God's grace through faith in 
Jesus. That faith is obediently lived out through belief, confession, repentance, baptism, and 
following Jesus.  
 

By looking at the authority of Scripture, we see that God communicates several key things 
that are imperative in the process beginning and sustaining a relationship with him. 
 
Acknowledgement of Sin: As stated before, Scripture tells us in Romans chapter 3 that all 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. Sin is the cause of the barrier between God 
and people. Most seem to think that sins are the bad things that people do, but sin is 
actually the act of placing something in front of God. Therefore, to fully acknowledge our sin 
and humanity, we have to realize that we can do nothing on our own. Only the power of 
Jesus, who overcame sin and death, can restore our relationship with the Father. 
 
Belief in Jesus Christ: In John chapter 14, the disciple Thomas asks the same question we 
are asking here today, “How do we know the way?” Jesus responds, “I am the way and the 
truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6). Once we 
understand that we cannot restore this relationship with God the Father on our own, we 
must believe “there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man 
Christ Jesus” (1 Timothy 2:5). Jesus himself said, “For God so loved the world that he gave 
his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life” 
(John 3:16). Faith in God and his Son Jesus Christ is essential to a relationship with God. 
Faith is living with a consistent active belief that Jesus payed the penalty for our sins in his 
death on the cross and in his victorious resurrection to life. 
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Confession: “If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved” (Romans 10:9). An important piece of 
beginning your relationship with Christ is to acknowledge that he is Lord. The decision to 
confess Jesus as Lord means that you release control over your life and give it to him. You 
are declaring that you will live with him, following his Word, his Spirit, and his plan. 
 
Repentance: Repentance is a choice we make as individuals that is essential to our 
relationship with Jesus. That means that we make a 180 degree turn away from what we 
were pursuing and begin to pursue a relationship with Jesus. The Bible tells us, “he (God) 
commands everyone everywhere to repent of their sins and turn to him” (Acts 17:30). 
Repentance is commitment to follow Jesus with your life. 
 
Baptism: “Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 
2:38). Being immersed is a critical part of establishing your relationship with Jesus. “We 
were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life” (Romans 
6:4). 
 
Following Jesus in New Life: God has “given us new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead” (1 Peter 1:3). This new birth means that we have 
entered a completely new life. “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: 
The old has gone, the new is here!” (2 Corinthians 5:17) This new life allows us to 
experience the changing grace of God day after day through the presence of the Holy Spirit. 
We live this new life by pursuing righteousness, understanding that it is not in our power to 
obtain righteousness on our own. Rather, we ask the Holy Spirit to continually change our 
hearts and minds. 
 
A relationship with God is established by realizing the truth of our complete brokenness, 
believing that Jesus is the only way to the Father, repenting by making the commitment to 
follow Christ, confessing that Jesus Christ is Lord of our life, and being immersed in 
baptism. This new life is maintained by hope-filled living, in a dynamic, daily relationship 
with Christ. This relationship with Jesus will result in the call to make disciples who make 
disciples (Matthew 4:19), which we believe is the personal responsibility of everyone who 
follows Jesus. 
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Questions & Answers on Baptism 
 
Why is baptism important? 

 

The book of Acts contains the best practices of the first century church. The examples 
of people beginning a relationship with Jesus in the book of Acts are of those who 
are immediately baptized during the time of conversion (Acts 2:41, 8:12, 8:36-38, 
9:18, 16:14-15, 16:33, 18:8, 19:5). We also look to the command in Acts 2:38 (NIV), 
which says, “Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.” Peter’s command at the day of Pentecost was in reply to the question to him 
and the disciples, “Brothers, what shall we do?” Not only do we see multiple 
examples in the first century church of baptism happening at conversion, but we also 
see it commanded as an important piece of beginning one’s relationship with Jesus 
(Matthew 28:19-20). 
 

What about baptizing infants? 

 

We believe that the decision to be baptized involves more than just the act of 
baptism itself. Since baptism is for those who have believed, confessed, and 
repented, we do not practice infant baptism. An infant cannot believe, confess, 
repent, nor make a decision to follow Christ. However, we do dedicate our children at 
Discover. Dedication is not salvation, but dedication is a commitment by the parents 
and the church family to raise children in the name of Jesus. 

 
Why do we baptize by immersion? 

 

A word study on the word baptize that is used throughout the New Testament shows 
the Greek word baptize means “to immerse or to submerge.” We also believe that 
immersion correlates with the imagery of baptism that Paul writes about in Romans 
6:1-7 (NIV). “We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order 
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too 
may live a new life.” 

 
I was baptized at another church; do I need to be re-baptized at Discover? 

 

Baptism is not about becoming a member of a local church, baptism is about your 
commitment to a relationship with Jesus. However, we do believe in baptism by 
immersion, and we would love to have a conversation with you about that if you 
baptized by another method at another church. 
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I was baptized a long time ago, and I’m not really sure I knew what I was doing. 
Should I be re-baptized? 

 

This is a very complex issue. Ultimately, the decision is up to you. We would love to 
have a conversation with you about this, so come ask us about it! 
 

Isn’t baptism a work? 

 

Baptism is a response to the work of Christ. It is a submission. This is why we do not 
and cannot baptize ourselves. We are baptized. In baptism, we have to recognize the 
amazing grace of God. Our response is to receive that grace and submit to the 
authority of Christ. 
 

How do I schedule my baptism? 

 

We would love to have a conversation with you about getting baptized!  
 
Talk with your LifeGroup leader or another leader at Discover ASAP.  
 
 

 
 
 


