
 

WEEK ONE | JESUS IN THE MANGER 

This week our advent devotions begin with the glory of heaven and end with “God with us”.  

People anticipated a regal king but found a helpless baby.  What should have gone down in a 

palace landed in a smelly small-town barn.   The one who deserved everything came into life on 

earth with nothing.  Why did God choose to put JESUS IN THE MANGER, and what does it mean 

for us?  Join us each day in study, conversation and prayer and use the activities any way you like 

to enhance your family’s experience of the Christmas message this week! 

COOK | MANGER HAYSTACKS 

Make these traditional goodies as a reminder of baby Jesus’ bed of straw!  Kids don’t 

like butterscotch?  You can substitute another flavor of chips –  peanut butter, vanilla, 

or even chocolate!  As you work together, talk about what it would be like to sleep in straw.  Why 

do you think God gave this strange first bed to his very special son? 

Ingredients:  24 oz. butterscotch chips ● 5 oz. chow mein noodles ● 1 ½ cups nuts (if desired} 

Melt the chips in the microwave or double boiler according to package directions. 

Combine noodles and nuts in a large bowl. 

Pour melted butterscotch over noodle/nut mixture and gently combine until coated. 

Drop heaping teaspoonfuls onto wax paper and let cool. Serve or store in airtight containers. 

PLAY | WAITING FOR JESUS 

Pick a board game that uses a timer, like Boggle, Scattergories or Catch Phrase, or 

look up a list of fun Christmas themed minute to win it games like this one at 

christiancamppro.com/17-quick-minute-win-christmas-games/.  Play a couple of rounds 

together, giving everyone a turn! 

Talk about it:  Notice the excitement you feel when the timer starts in the game!  People waited 

anxiously for Jesus for a LONG time!  What would it feel like to wait for something BIG for 400 

years?  Think of some ways your family will honor Jesus while you WAIT for Christmas to come! 

SING | OH WHAT A GLORIOUS NIGHT 

Take turns listing your family’s favorite Christmas songs.   Pick a familiar carol like “Joy to 

the World” or “Deck the Halls” and try to write a new verse that tells people something 

you want them to know about Jesus!  Sing it together! 

A Discover Kids Favorite to Check out:  Oh What a Glorious Night (Sidewalk Prophets) – 

beginning with a reading from Luke 2, your whole family will be singing this catchy tune all week!  

Love has come, sing it out, Jesus Christ is born! 

A Modern Classic:  It’s Christmas (Medley with Away in a Manger) (Chris Tomlin) – the classic 

picture of the little Lord come; welcome Jesus! 



TELL | ANGEL HANDPRINT CARDS 

The angels shared the amazing news of Jesus’ birth!  Share the news with others by 

making angel cards, then handwrite your favorite part from Luke 2:10 – 14 inside.  

Writing the verse in your own handwriting is like speaking in person – people will pay attention 

more than typing! 

To make simple angels, trace handprints, cut them out and glue onto a card arranged like wings.  

Or make handprints on the card with paint!  Then use a simple circle for the head, and triangle 

for the body.  You can paint or cut and paste from construction paper.  Decorate if you like! 

REACH | CHRISTMAS ALONE 

There may not as many places to serve in person this Christmas, but you can still provide 

warm company to someone who may be spending it alone this year.  Home made or 

from the store, write some extra Christmas cards this year.  Write notes with all the love you 

would to your own friends and family, but just address each one to “my friend”.  Then mail or 

drop off a handful to a nursing home or care facility where they’ll get delivered to residents who 

might need friendship during a lonely holiday. 

GIVE | FRIENDSHIP TEA 

When the magi finally reached the home where Jesus and his family stayed, they 

celebrated his arrival with gifts of gold and warm smelling spices.  You can make a 

gift with warm smells to give to someone you cherish using easy ingredients from the dollar 

store! 

Ingredients:  3 cups powdered orange drink (Tang or sweetened kool aid) ● ½ cup lemonade 

powder ● 1 ½ cups sweetened instant tea ● 3 cups sugar ● ¾ tsp ginger ● 3tsp ground cinnamon 

Mix all ingredients well and place in baggies or jars decorated any way you like.  You can give it as 

one batch, or give small batches in snack size baggies. 

Label each gift with a tag saying “Add 3 – 4 teaspoons of mix per cup of boiling water.” 

CELEBRATE | NAMES OF JESUS 

Explore the scriptures to invite Jesus to your Christmas tree using as many names for 

Him as you can find!  Use pretty gift tags, plastic ornaments, popsicle sticks, or a 

collection of whatever you like to decorate with each name, and scatter Jesus throughout the 

tree! 


