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I’LL BE
FOR CHRISTMAS

WEEK ONE | JESUS IN THE MANGER
This week our advent devotions begin with the glory of heaven and end with “God with us”. People
anticipated a regal king but found a helpless baby. What should have gone down in a palace landed
in a smelly small-town barn. The one who deserved everything came into life on earth with
nothing. Why did God choose to put JESUS IN THE MANGER, and what does it mean for us? Join us
each day in study, conversation and prayer and use the activities any way you like to enhance your
family’s experience of the Christmas message this week!
COOK | MANGER HAYSTACKS
Make these traditional goodies as a reminder of baby Jesus’ bed of straw! Kids don’t like
butterscotch? You can substitute another flavor of chips – peanut butter, vanilla, or even
chocolate! As you work together, talk about what it would be like to sleep in straw. Why
do you think God gave this strange first bed to his very special son?
Ingredients: 24 oz. butterscotch chips ● 5 oz. chow mein noodles ● 1 ½ cups nuts (if desired}
Melt the chips in the microwave or double boiler according to package directions.
Combine noodles and nuts in a large bowl.
Pour melted butterscotch over noodle/nut mixture and gently combine until coated.

Drop heaping teaspoonfuls onto wax paper and let cool. Serve or store in airtight containers.
PLAY | WAITING FOR JESUS
Pick a board game that uses a timer, like Boggle, Scattergories or Catch Phrase, or look
up a list of fun Christmas themed minute to win it games like this one at
christiancamppro.com/17-quick-minute-win-christmas-games/. Play a couple of rounds
together, giving everyone a turn!
Talk about it: Notice the excitement you feel when the timer starts in the game! People waited
anxiously for Jesus for a LONG time! What would it feel like to wait for something BIG for 400 years?
Think of some ways your family will honor Jesus while you WAIT for Christmas to come!
SING | OH WHAT A GLORIOUS NIGHT
Take turns listing your family’s favorite Christmas songs. Pick a familiar carol like “Joy to the
World” or “Deck the Halls” and try to write a new verse that tells people something you want
them to know about Jesus! Sing it together!
A Discover Kids Favorite to Check out: Oh What a Glorious Night (Sidewalk Prophets) – beginning
with a reading from Luke 2, your whole family will be singing this catchy tune all week! Love has
come, sing it out, Jesus Christ is born!
A Modern Classic: It’s Christmas (Medley with Away in a Manger) (Chris Tomlin) – the classic
picture of the little Lord come; welcome Jesus!

TELL | ANGEL HANDPRINT CARDS
The angels shared the amazing news of Jesus’ birth! Share the news with others by
making angel cards, then handwrite your favorite part from Luke 2:10 – 14 inside. Writing
the verse in your own handwriting is like speaking in person – people will pay attention more than
typing!
To make simple angels, trace handprints, cut them out and glue onto a card arranged like wings. Or
make handprints on the card with paint! Then use a simple circle for the head, and triangle for the
body. You can paint or cut and paste from construction paper. Decorate if you like!
REACH | CHRISTMAS ALONE
There may not as many places to serve in person this Christmas, but you can still provide
warm company to someone who may be spending it alone this year. Home made or from
the store, write some extra Christmas cards this year. Write notes with all the love you
would to your own friends and family, but just address each one to “my friend”. Then mail or drop
off a handful to a nursing home or care facility where they’ll get delivered to residents who might
need friendship during a lonely holiday.
GIVE | FRIENDSHIP TEA
When the magi finally reached the home where Jesus and his family stayed, they
celebrated his arrival with gifts of gold and warm smelling spices. You can make a gift
with warm smells to give to someone you cherish using easy ingredients from the dollar store!
Ingredients: 3 cups powdered orange drink (Tang or sweetened kool aid) ● ½ cup lemonade
powder ● 1 ½ cups sweetened instant tea ● 3 cups sugar ● ¾ tsp ginger ● 3tsp ground cinnamon
Mix all ingredients well and place in baggies or jars decorated any way you like. You can give it as
one batch, or give small batches in snack size baggies.
Label each gift with a tag saying “Add 3 – 4 teaspoons of mix per cup of boiling water.”
CELEBRATE | NAMES OF JESUS
Explore the scriptures to invite Jesus to your Christmas tree using as many names for Him as
you can find! Use pretty gift tags, plastic ornaments, popsicle sticks, or a collection of
whatever you like to decorate with each name, and scatter Jesus throughout the tree!

December 1
Read Luke 2:8-14

Kathy and Hank Termeer

A Manger - Really?
The First Noel the angels did say was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep on a cold winter’s night that was so deep
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel
Imagine that nighttime countryside outside Bethlehem. Stars twinkle overhead, sheep bleat softly
as flocks begin to fall asleep, shepherds’ eyelids droop heavily after a long day of caring for their
flocks. All is well with the world.
Suddenly, the sky lights up brilliantly and the shepherds’ eyes fly open to see a glorious figure
overhead. They are, understandably, terrified. The angel speaks boldly, telling them not to be
afraid. There is incredible news that will bring great joy to all people. These men have waited for
this news their whole lives.
Christ the Savior has arrived in Bethlehem, but not like they might have expected. He has come
humbly, as a tiny baby, needy and helpless - the same way we all come into this world. They will
find Him wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger, a feeding trough for animals.
They must have wondered if they were dreaming until the angel was joined by a heavenly chorus
praising God and singing, “Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to men on whom His
favor rests.”
Their minds had to be spinning with questions:
Why would their King, the Messiah, be born in a barn?
Can this be real, that a tiny baby will be our Savior?
God is with us as a baby born into the most humble of circumstances. His message of peace is
meant for all.
This is our hope.
1. When I consider my life, where am I placing my hope?
2. Do I rest in the assurance of “God with me,” regardless of my circumstances?
3. Am I at peace because I know the One who offers lasting peace?

December 2
Read Isaiah 9:6

Chelsea and Matt Termeer

Christmas is the celebration not only of Jesus’ birthday, but also the miracle of the Incarnation - that
is, the miracle of God taking on a human body, becoming one of us. And one of the most amazing
things about that is that God didn't take on an adult body, but rather entered into the world the
way we all do, as a newborn infant. To think that the God of the Universe, the Creator of All, the
King of Everything, would humble himself to be born by an unmarried teenager and laid to sleep in
a feeding trough seems like it should be outlandish, but that is the story of Christmas.
Isaiah 9:6 says that Jesus is a Wonderful Counselor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, and the
Prince of Peace. But it also says that he would be a child – a newborn baby who was simultaneously
helpless yet powerful, dependent yet sovereign, tiny yet infinite. He would be born a subject of the
Roman Empire, into a working-class family, immediately hunted by a vindictive local king, and yet
the government would be upon his shoulders.
The Christmas story's beauty is this seemingly contradictory nature of Jesus in the manger, the God
who became a baby. The Christmas story tells us that God can be found anywhere and everywhere;
that He brings light and hope to every corner of the world. If God would humble himself to visit a
barn, then He will also visit our homes. If He would humble himself to be found in a manger, then
he will also be found in our lives. If He would humble himself to shine the light of hope in the
darkness of Bethlehem, then He will also shine that light today, bringing hope to us in our struggles
and challenges.
This Christmas let's celebrate the hope that we have because Jesus humbled himself to become one
of us.
1. In what areas of your life do you need to focus more on the hope Jesus brings than your
circumstance?
2. How can you follow Jesus' example of humility this Christmas?
3. Is there something new you can do this year to recognize and celebrate the miracle of the
Incarnation?

December 3
Read 1 Timothy 16:6-7

Leah, John, Zoya, and Roman Brown

Have you ever been working on your budget and thought, “If I only had a few more dollars,” or after
Christmas morning you’ve opened all your presents and thought, “Is this all?”
In a time when we can practically get anything we want, contentment isn’t a popular word. It’s said
that the average American household has 300,000 objects.
In 1 Timothy 6:6, Paul tells his young friend that we should demonstrate both contentment and
godliness. Paul isn’t just saying we should be content; he’s saying we should have “Christ-like
contentment.” That’s a great thing.
So… how was Christ content?
Being God, Christ could have come to earth as an all-powerful king; instead He was born to poor
parents, in a little town, with a simple crib, and worshiped by poor shepherds. All to show us that
we don’t need the wealth or praise that the world says we need to be content. Luke 12:15 says,
“Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man’s life does not consist in the
abundance of his possessions.”
1 Timothy 6:7 tells us we didn’t bring anything into this world; everything we have has been given
to us by God. God is not Santa. He doesn’t read our wish list and give us what we want – He gives us
what we need.
What do we need that our heavenly Father gives us?
God, through the Spirit of His Son, gives us the right to be adopted into the family of God. We can
be content knowing that we have eternity with God through Jesus, who was born to poor parents,
in a little town, in a simple crib.
1.
2.
3.
4.

What do you visualize when you hear the word contentment?
Do you find yourself praying for things rather than contentment?
What is the difference between a want and a need?
Name 3 ways God has blessed you and your family.

December 4
Read Galatians 4:4-5

Liz and Bruce Carpenter

God’s plan from the beginning of time was to save us and bring us into his family by adoption
through Jesus. A family that wishes to adopt a child will encounter legal and adoption fees. These
legal actions and costs all precede the final adoption of the child into a family. God had legal
realities He had to deal with to adopt us. We had to be excluded from God’s presence for our sins. A
price had to be paid for our sin. God sent his Son Jesus to pay the price for our sin through his life,
death and resurrection.
On the mission field in Kenya we met an orphaned 9-year-old street boy named Jesse. He had been
orphaned for several months and survived by living with a gang of street boys. We longed to save
Jesse just as God longs for us to be saved and adopted into his family. We begged the mission we
were working with to bring Jesse into their children’s home. The missionary kept telling us that it
would not be safe to bring in a street child.
After many discussions and tears, the pastor who ran the children’s home agreed to save Jesse. He
started by bringing him into his home as a foster child. Over time he went through the legal process
and adopted Jesse. The happiest day in Jesse’s story was two years later when we learned Jesse had
accepted Jesus as his Savior. Jesse as a saved adopted child of God would never again be homeless
and alone!
Just like earthly parents must satisfy all the requirements to bring a child into their family, hearts
and home. God through Jesus satisfied what was required with the cost of his Son’s life. All of us
who believe in Jesus and accept this gift are adopted into the family of God by the enormous price
that was paid for us.
1.
2.
3.
4.

How did Jesus pave the way for our adoption as God’s children?
What does it mean to you to be an adopted child of God?
How do you think it feels to be homeless without family?
What does Jesse’s story inspire you to do?

December 5
Read Philippians 2:5-8

Susan and Steve Gemma

Jesus could have been born like other kings in the world of his day: in a magnificent palace;
surrounded by royal attendants and servants; his birth heralded by an official announcement; and a
call for all to celebrate. However, his life began obscurely in a barn, where He was wrapped in rags
and placed in an animal feed trough, attended only by his earthly parents and several farm animals.
Why would the “King of kings” begin his life under such humble circumstances?
And things did not improve following his birth. Instead of being honored He was hunted, and his
family had to flee to another country to save his life. He then spent most of his life living in a small
town in Galilee, the son of a carpenter, learning the trade of a common manual laborer.
Even after He began his public ministry at the age of 30, humility continued to define Jesus’ lifestyle
and relationship to others. He had no home, regular income, or guaranteed next meal. Instead of
spending time with the rich and famous, Jesus fed the hungry, healed the sick, and encouraged the
poor.
Jesus’ death was his greatest act of humility. Instead of dying peacefully under the covers in an
imperial bedchamber, his earthly life ended hanging alone and naked, nailed to a cross between
two common criminals.
So again, we ask, “Why?”
God intended Jesus’ humble birth, ministry, and death to emphasize that He was ushering in a
spiritual kingdom, not an earthly one. And we as disciples of Christ are called to follow his example
of humility in our daily lives by loving one another, serving those in need, and considering others
better than ourselves.

WEEK TWO | JESUS IN MY HOME
Family is important to God – he proved that by giving his own son as the adoption fee to make us
his children too! Christmas is a time that we especially love to welcome our loved ones in and
celebrate togetherness. Why does God want JESUS IN MY HOME, and how can we make sure that
he feels included in our family celebration? Continue with us each day in study, conversation and
prayer and use the activities any way you like to help bring Jesus into your home this week!
COOK | WARM CHRISMAS PUNCH
Get your house smelling like Christmas with a batch of easy yummy punch! Let it simmer
while you decorate or wrap gifts together and enjoy it while you do devotions!
Ingredients: 32 ounces cranberry juice ● 32 ounces pineapple juice ● 1/3 cup red hot

candies
Place all ingredients in a crock-pot and cook on low for 2 – 5 hours, or until the candies are melted.
If you want to make it fancy, top with an orange slice in your favorite mug or add a cinnamon candy
cane for a stirrer.
PLAY | THE BIG PICTURE
Decide on a subject for a family art project – pick a simple object or animal whose parts
can be assigned to members of the family. For example, a tree can be divided into
branches, trunk, roots, leaves, etc. Decide who will draw or paint each piece, but don’t
discuss any other details like size, color, etc. On separate pieces of paper, everyone draw or paint
their part. When everyone is done, try to assemble the separate pieces to make the big picture.
Talk about it: God has a “big picture” planned for our family! What do you think he intends for it to
look like? How can we work together to make sure the picture turns out like God wants it?
SING | BEST PRESENT EVER
Everybody loves the acoustics of singing in the shower. . . the car has the same effect! Try
using car rides this week as a family sing along time! Belt out your family’s favorites
acapella or sing along to a CD or playlist. Take turns picking the next tune!
A Discover Kids Favorite to Check out: Best Present Ever (Yancy) – Everyone loves presents. This
catchy Discover Kids favorite makes sure we don’t forget the very BEST present ever!
A New Classic: We Have a Savior (Hillsong Worship) – Check out the beautiful family based video on
YouTube, and let his love reign forever in your home!
TELL | STITCHED STAR THANK YOU CARDS
Probably YEARS after Jesus first arrived in the manger, a star still shone to lead the magi to
bring their thanks to the home where toddler Jesus lived with his family! (Read Matthew 2
as you work). Stitch or draw cards with stars on them, and this year say THANKS before any
presents arrive! Write a thank you note in the cards to tell someone what you appreciate about your
time with them – be specific! It will probably be one of the best GIFTS they receive this year!

Fold a sheet of cardstock in half to make a card. Use a needle to poke six holes in the
shape of a simple star (see diagram). Use thread, embroidery floss or yarn to stitch 3
lines between the holes. Tie a knot in back to secure. Draw or paint smaller stars
surrounding it. Cut a rectangle of cardstock and glue it on the inside to cover the back
of the stitching. For toddlers, try using a hole punch and pipe cleaners instead of
stitching with a needle. Or just cut stars out of shiny paper and glue them on!
REACH | BLESSINGS FROM HOME
God blesses us in our homes each day in more ways than we can even count. This week,
join as a family to identify one or more items in your home that you can donate to help
others. Scour the toybox, pantry or closet for something you can give from your own
treasure to benefit someone in need. Then go on a field trip to drop off your blessings at a toy drive,
food pantry or shelter.
GIVE | FAMILY BLESSINGS BOOK
Look at the family tree of Jesus given in Luke 3. God uses so many generations of
people in his plan for our lives too! Think of out of the ordinary ways you might bless
others in your family, then have each member of the family make coupons indicating things you can
do to bless each other throughout the year. Jobs you would already do for them don’t count! Think
things like spending an extra hour of time alone with one child playing their favorite game; doing
one of your brother’s normal chores for him; making dad’s favorite birthday treat on a random
winter day. Then put the coupons together into a booklet for each family member. Be sure that
when the time comes to redeem, the giving is done with JOY!
CELEBRATE | CINNAMON DOUGH ORNAMENTS
Make home smell like Christmas with these easy to make cut out ornaments that smell good
baking and hanging! Use favorite cookie cutters to represent the whole family on the tree!
Mix applesauce 7 TBS of applesauce and 10 TBS ground cinnamon in small bowl until a
smooth ball of dough is formed. (use the inexpensive kind from the dollar store for this craft!)
Roll dough to 1/4-inch to 1/3-inch thickness between two sheets of plastic wrap. Peel off top sheet
of plastic wrap. Cut dough into shapes with 2- to 3-inch cookie cutters. Make a hole at top of
ornament with drinking straw or skewer. Place ornaments on baking sheet.
Bake at 200 degrees for 2 1/2 hours. Cool ornaments on wire rack. (Or to dry ornaments at room
temperature, carefully place them on wire rack. Let stand 1 to 2 days or until thoroughly dry,
turning occasionally.)

December 6
Read Luke 2:52

Emiline and Dan Ellis

Did you know that Jesus had to wash the dishes when He was a child? He probably had other chores
too like taking out the garbage, cleaning floors, and maybe even darning holes in his clothes. When
you are part of a family, there are always little jobs available to make home, well, a home.
Of course, Jesus could not do all of those things right away. He first had to learn to walk, chew His
food, and dress himself. He had to grow in his understanding of how the world around Him worked.
It’s comforting to know that our savior went through the same challenges of growing up as we did,
isn’t it?
When Jesus was twelve, He stayed behind in Jerusalem to speak with the teachers and scribes in
the temple. That doesn’t sound so bad, does it? Unfortunately, He didn’t tell his parents, and they
started for home thinking He was part of their traveling party. Can you imagine the fear in his
parents’ hearts when they realized they’d lost the son of God!? Their apprehension and fear gave
way to quiet confusion when they learned what Jesus had been doing.
Jesus, by age twelve, had spiritually matured enough to teach adults and discuss the truths of
Scripture with them. But, He also realized He’d caused his parents distress, and was obedient to
them when they found him in the Temple. At the end of this story we see that “Jesus continued to
learn more and more and to grow physically. People liked him, and He pleased God” (ICB). While He
may have been the Son of God, and so very spiritually mature for his age, Jesus still had more
growing to do...and so do we! God wants us to learn from our experiences just like Jesus did. He
wants us to remember the lessons we learn when we say something hurtful or accidentally break
something, but He doesn’t want us to focus on the past in such a way that makes us forget how
special we are to Him.
1. What lessons have you learned from mistakes lately?
2. Can you think of a time when you’ve made a mistake and stayed stuck in the guilt of it? How did
you eventually move past it, or are you still dealing with the guilt today? Any examples of
learning and growing to be more like Jesus because of a negative experience or mistake?
3. How do you think Jesus “learned more and more” and “pleased God”? What practical things can
we do to move from guilt to growth when we’ve messed up?

December 7
Read Colossians 3:12-14 (NIV)

Megan and Remington Davenport

This time of year in Ohio, you have to be especially mindful when getting yourself dressed each
morning. One day, it might be 20 degrees and windy; the next day, it is suddenly 60 degrees and
sunny. If you’re not intentional as you ready yourself for the day, you can easily find yourself
improperly clothed and wishing you had better prepared.
The same is true for our spiritual “clothing” as much as our physical clothing.
As Christians - as God’s chosen people - we are called to clothe ourselves in the virtues of
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience, and forgiveness. And over all of these, like a
big warm winter jacket, we are called to put on love.
Why, in this season of uncertainty and chaos, is clothing ourselves in these virtues so important?
Because doing so can give others the hope that may be so difficult to muster.
As Christians, we have hope for new creation, that this world as we know it is not all there is, that
Christ will come again. When we are filled with that hope (even - and especially! - when we are
struggling in our own lives), it compels us to clothe ourselves in the virtues that can lift the spirits of
those around us, make their day a little brighter, give them strength to tackle the challenges they're
facing, and give them hope that what they're facing is not forever.
As you clothe your body each day, take a moment to intentionally clothe your spirit in the virtues
Christ calls us to wear as well!
1. Which virtue is the easiest to put on each day? Which is the hardest?
2. Pick one virtue this week and find a way to wear it! Who do you know who needs hope from
one of these?

December 8
Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 (NIV)

Grayson Thompson

What do you see when you look at people at church? Are they inviting? Do you see Christ’s love
flow through them? Is that what people see in you and your family?
It’s challenging to give a definition of love. At minimum, love is to show patience, kindness, humility,
forgiveness, integrity, and perseverance. It is often difficult to define, find, or even explain love, yet
deep inside we know that we need it.
For 10 years we have been in Life Groups, and we have had the honor to lead our most recent
group. Early in this group a couple joined that was new to the church. They fit right in. The husband
and I quickly became friends. We shared a common interest in exercise, and he eventually joined
my 5:30 am sessions at the gym. These early mornings included throwing around some iron,
shooting hoops, and most importantly, God-led conversations.
After a few short weeks of great Bible studies and talks, he thanked me for leading the small group,
but then continued to tell why they kept coming back: they saw something in our little family… God
flowing through the relationship between Beth and me, and between us and our girls. It was truly a
gift to hear that someone saw our family living a Christ-led life.
In an instant world of half page summaries, we only scratch the surface of understanding the
meaning of the most important four-letter word instead of seeking real commitment. Paul uses
characteristics to describe love and personify it so we can know how to create sacrificial love.
Love is not jealous or arrogant, it does not brag or act unbecomingly. It does not seek its own, is
not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered nor rejoice in unrighteousness. And it
never fails.
Paul defines the positive characteristics of love as well. Love is patient and kind and rejoices with
the truth. It bears, believes, hopes and endures all things, and love abides. Love is the greatest.
Will people who see you recognize your love, and in it find hope in Christ?

December 9
Read Deuteronomy 6:4-9

Loriena, Bill, Maryn, and Ethan Roberts

Christmas can be a busy, overwhelming time that can consume us. Our God knows that. So in these
verses, he speaks clearly to us from the beginning. Shema: still yourself, dear child, and listen. God
then follows the quieting of our souls with “love me.” Not the kind of love we over use here on
earth, but a deep, connected, longing love. He says “love me” every minute, at all times, and
nothing less.
God ends these verses with examples of how you and I can do that. Talk about God all the time to
all people, especially your children. Write reminders to yourself, and others, about how much God
loves you. Do this in your home and as you go. How will Deuteronomy 6:4-9 influence how you
spend this most precious time of year?
What Deuteronomy 6:4-9 means to me:
• Ethan – These verses mean that we should love God as our God, advisor, king and most
importantly father, and show it to the world along the way.
• Maryn – You should always keep the commandments close to your heart. Use them in daily life
and share them with others. When you have peer pressure or a bid decision, keep God with you
at all times. Spread God’s love and words to people who need it.
What should kids do after learning Deuteronomy 6:4-9?
• Ethan – Kids need to implement this into their lives by showing the love of God to others.
• Maryn – Share these commandments with your classmates and friends. If you’re struggling with
something, bring it to God. Write them on a mirror or a slip of paper to carry around.
Remember them always.
What should Families do after learning Deuteronomy 6:4-9?
• Ethan – Families need to implement this into their lives by remembering and having a constant
reminder that God is God, and He’s the only one we have.
• Maryn – Parents, share them with your kids. Get the idea in their heads at a very young age so
they will have them for the rest of their life. Share these with family members and people you
are close with. Put them on the fridge where everyone can see. Keep God with you always.

December 10
Read Ephesians 5:8-10 (NIV)

Tiffany Mindingo

Did you know that the word light has more than one job in the English language? Let us look at
some of the definitions of this dynamic word. noun: makes vision possible; adjective: capable of
moving swiftly; verb: illuminate, animate, ignite something; adverb: with little baggage.
We rely on light in all its fanciful ways - conversations, in the morning as the sun rises and, in the
night, with the bountiful stars twinkling in the sky. Light is such a big deal that it was the first thing
that God decided upon when the world began (read Genesis 1:3-5). This is the first evidence that
we might not want to take this light business lightly!
So why is this important? In our homes, it can feel like a burden trying to keep out the darkness.
There is a pervasive atmosphere of chaos that swirls around us, threatening to engulf our families,
encouraging us to live in fear and dimming our light.
In Matthew 5:14-16, we learn something new about light and a greater purpose for us in this world
(read Matthew 5:14-16). Through this message, we have been tasked with the job of a Lightkeeper.
A Lightkeeper shines light into the darkest of places, guiding, and encouraging when darkness feels
immense (read John 1:5). Today’s passage tells us our light must be turned on for the betterment of
our community and especially in our own homes.
Consider this variation of light, weaving together the definitions – someone that makes vision
possible, capable of moving swiftly to illuminate and animate, with little baggage from the negative
messages around, igniting defense in the darkness, shining before others as the embodiment of all
goodness, righteousness and truth.
As a lightkeeper, you get to decide how to steward this light. Considering that you are light in the
Lord and the Lord is your light, the darkness doesn’t even stand a chance! So, let it shine! (read
Psalms 27:1).
1. What is the significance of the light in you, in your home, in your community?
2. What would it look like for you to be a lightkeeper in your household? How would this impact
your personal relationships? Your community?
3. What are three (3) ways that you could shine your light right now and in the near future?

December 11
Read Romans 12:9-11 (NIV)

Noah Fischbach

Far too often in our modern society, we have seen one of God’s most treasured human institutions,
the family, become separated from within. What was once a bright energy in all of us has dwindled
to a monotone boredom as, all together, we sit around the dinner table on our devices and rebuff
any signs of attention from those around us. We no longer make meaningful conversation with each
other or attempt to break bread together in Christ’s name, primarily owing to our daily schedules.
God’s primary intention for His family was that we would love one another, and then work to serve
Him from that love. The family is unique in that it can be the beginning for radical change in the
church. A group of connected individuals, working together to serve Christ with all the passion in
their hearts, can do much more than pray. A family, just as a couple in marriage, works together to
keep their love going even when situations are dire, and uses it to strengthen one another.
We must also work to be symbols of love. A family united, must be united in love. Loving parents
and their children experience bonds of care unlike any other form of human grouping. As Christians
who are linked by family, Paul is insisting we must use one another to keep our spiritual engine
running and maintained if we are to serve God. Devotion to one another leads to devotion for
Christ.
Love is what links us all. If we are to be representatives of that love in the family of Christ, we must
embrace holiness. We must keep the light of Christ within us, and use the zeal mentioned in
Scripture to serve Him well. Imagine what even a single family could do, together, led by the
passion they have for Jesus and the love they have for one another.
1. How could you band together as a family and/or a group of friends to serve in a greater capacity
than just as individuals?
2. What family member or friend needs your devotion to find hope in serving or even in living?

December 12
Read Romans 12:12

Cynthia Smith

Imagine a beautifully wrapped gift under the Christmas tree with your name on it… you, and you
just can’t wait to open it. Prayer is a beautiful gift you don’t have to wait on! God gifted us prayer to
communicate with our Heavenly Father, the Creator of the Universe, the Savior of the World, the
Great Physician, our ever-present help in times of trouble. Sadly, prayer terrifies some. I believe
Satan has done a great job making us think prayers need to be perfect. Prayer is simply talking to
God, but Satan doesn’t want us to talk to our Father. How can we have a relationship with someone
we don’t talk to? We know our earthly relationships grow distant when we get too busy to prioritize
time with people. Time and communication are essentials of close relationships.
I can recall several times my children had issues in school of one type or another. I knew all they
needed to do was to communicate with the teacher to remedy the problem. Yet this task became
almost insurmountable. With encouragement, they finally reached out to the instructor who
inevitably gave grace to my children. The mountain my children had created was reduced to a size
they could manage. Our Heavenly Father desires us to reach out to Him with our burdens.
Personally, He always listens to me, and I always come away with perspectives, wisdom and relief.
That doesn’t mean my burdens are always gone, but I know God is with me.
One of my favorite ministers, Tommy Oaks, tells the story of a young woman who had just been
baptized saying the most authentic prayer he has ever heard. “Help.” Remember, God is our Helper
(Psalm 124:8). Our help is in the name of the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.
So, this Christmas, open the gift of prayer and spend time talking to your heavenly Father. Ask him
for help.
1. Are you carrying a heavy burden right now and have you gone to God with it on a regular basis?
2. Ask God to lay on your heart what He wants you to hear today. Then sit quietly and wait for him
to answer. What is He telling you?

WEEK THREE | JESUS IN MY NEIGHBORHOOD
If Jesus had a Christmas guest list, ours would pale in comparison. Friends – he welcomed them;
close friends, new friend, LOTS of friends. His guest list included kids and the elderly, rich
dignitaries and poor servants, strong women and sick men, and as many selfish, mean enemies as
caring, giving friends. What would it look like to have JESUS IN MY NEIGHBORHOOD, and how can
we make sure people see him there? Keep on in study, conversation and prayer and use the
activities any way you like to help show Jesus to your neighbors this Christmas!
COOK | EASY CHRISTMAS CARAMEL CORN
Perfect to share with family while you do devotions, or pack it in baggies to deliver to
neighbors! Make sure the grown-ups do the stirring while boiling!
Ingredients: 1-cup sugar ● ½ cup butter/margarine ● ½ cup light corn syrup ● ½ TSP salt
● 1 TSP vanilla ● ½ TSP baking soda ● 2 (3-oz) packages microwave popcorn, popped (16 cups)
Stir together first 5 ingredients in a saucepan; bring to a boil over medium heat, stirring often.
Remove mixture from heat and stir in baking soda.
While the syrup is cooking, kids can spread popcorn in 2 lightly greased shallow baking pans. (Or use
1 giant baking pan.) Pick out as many unpopped kernels as you can!
Pour sugar mixture evenly over popcorn; stir well with a lightly greased spatula.
Bake at 250 for 1 hour stirring every 15 minutes with your spatula making sure to scrape the
bottom of the pan.
Spread on wax paper to cool, breaking apart large clumps as mixture cools. Store in airtight
containers.
PLAY | GUIDE ME TO THE TREE
Blindfold one member of the family and give the blindfolded player an unbreakable
Christmas ornament. Start at the side of the room or house opposite your Christmas
tree. Work together to guide the blindfolded player safely to the tree using only your
voices. Make sure your route doesn’t include any stairs or sharp edges and be prepared to step in
for safety sake! Take turns being the guide and the guided. Play as teams or against the clock.
Talk about it: How did it feel to have to follow directions blindly? Did your teammates give you
good advice to get you to the tree? What kids of instructions can you give to help guide others to
JESUS?
SING | BE THE LIGHT
You can share the light of Christmas with some good old-fashioned Christmas caroling! Pick
2 or 3 favorite carols that you’ve been singing this month and take it on the road. Caroling
on the sidewalk of a neighbor who’s stuck at home is a perfect socially-distanced way to
share Jesus in your neighborhood this week.
A Discover Kids Favorite to Check out: This Little Light (Listener Kids) – Jesus is the light of the
world, the light of Christmas, and we can be the light to our neighbors!
A New Classic: Go Tell it on the Mountain (For King and Country) – who can YOU tell?

TELL | “LINE OF DUTY” CHRISTMAS TREE CARDS
Lots of men and women serve our neighborhoods every day. Make some cards with simple
“line trees” and deliver a handful of holiday wishes to a police station or firehouse in your
area, or to your mail carrier or trash collector. Write notes to let them know that you’re glad to be
their neighbor, and don’t forget to share the message of Jesus!
To make line trees, cut strips of different lengths from colorful construction, scrapbook or
wrapping paper. Glue them shortest to longest in the shape of a Christmas tree. No need
to be perfect! Top with a star, or decorate with confetti, pompoms or markers!
REACH | NEIGHBORLY LOVE
People you know might be having a hard time getting out for Christmas chores this year.
Whether due to age or illness or other factors, try to identify a neighbor who might need
your help. Offer to pick up their groceries at the store, walk their dog, or help with some
final tasks to winterize their yard. Involve the whole family in a project, or have each family
member help someone in their own way.
GIVE | GIFT OF LIGHT
Share a little light with a neighbor with an easy gift to craft. Gather up some empty
glass jars and have fun decorating them, then place a votive or tea light (regular or
battery operated) in each one and leave them on your neighbors’ porches! Use your imagination or
these ideas.
Salt lamps: use a paintbrush to cover a glass jar with a layer of white glue. Pour plain white salt in
a box or pie pan, then roll the jar in the salt to cover. Let stand till dry then tap off excess salt.
Finish by tying on a bow of ribbon or twine if you want.
Stained glass lamps: dilute some white glue 1:1 with water. Cut small pieces of colorful tissue
paper; dip a piece of tissue in the glue mix then smooth it onto the jar. Repeat with different colors
of tissue until the jar is covered like stained glass. Use a paint brush to paint the whole thing with a
topcoat of glue and let dry. Finish with a bow around the neck if you like.
CELEBRATE | FOR THE BIRDS
Share Christmas with home bound neighbors by hanging some bird-friendly décor in a tree
visible from their window, whether in your yard or theirs!
String popcorn with or without cranberries. Cover pinecones in shortening or nut butter,
then roll in birdseed and add a string hanger. Hang both in a tree outside and invite birds to come
provide living decoration to the neighborhood for Christmas!

December 13
Read Romans 12:13 (NIV)

Kristy and Keith Bumgarner

We prayed and searched for our current home for over two years. We found and lost a house WE
wanted because our home didn’t sell after a year on the market. One month after taking our house
off the market, our realtor found the place we would eventually call home. We prayed, took a leap
of faith, made an offer and put our house back on the market. Our house sold in two days. THIS was
the house that GOD wanted us to have!
Knowing that this was truly God's home, we decided to use it to bless others. We have honored that
commitment to God by opening our home – inviting family, friends and acquaintances for dinner;
being a hangout for countless children and teens; hosting small group, kid’s sports practices,
campouts, picnics, OSU parties, youth groups, family reunions, fireworks, gender reveal parties and
more. A family in need stayed in our camper for a few months until they found a home of their own,
and a friend used our barn to detail cars until a more permanent location was found.
Each event required preparation and willingness to share our home. At times our hearts haven’t
been in the right place and deep down we’ve wanted to cancel (hosting others can be a lot of
work!). But those are the times that we were blessed beyond measure. It’s God’s way of reminding
us that we need to be His hands and feet even when we don’t feel like it.
God has truly blessed us and shown us how important it is to share His blessings. We love the
families we have gotten to know simply by sharing our home. We would have missed out on some
awesome friendships and an amazing support system had we not opened up our hearts and home
to others. Our goal has always been to be a blessing to others. In reality, we are the ones being
blessed when we help those in need and show hospitality!
1. How can you share with the Lord’s people who are in need?
2. How can you practice hospitality?
3. Does it matter to God if you are willing to share your time, talents, home and/or gifts with
others?
4. Who is blessed when you help others and practice hospitality?

December 14
Read Romans 12:14-18

Casey Mazzoli

During Advent, we look forward to celebrating the moment Jesus entered life on earth as a human.
The prophetic name Immanuel, meaning “God is with us,” emphasizes that Jesus’ salvation is not a
distant act. He did not simply stretch out a heavenly hand; He lived, died, and rose again in our
midst. And while on earth, He told us to love God and love others, summarizing God’s desire to
restore our relationship with Him as well as our relationships with other people.
So as we remember Jesus’ incarnation, we also remember His sacrifice that made this restoration
possible, and we look forward to the second coming of Christ, His final reconciliation of all things to
God: togetherness.
In the meantime, God is with us in the form of the Holy Spirit (John 14:25-27). When the Holy Spirit
works in us, we learn how to be a neighbor as Paul describes in today’s passage. He urges us to
be with each other, pursuing others’ well-being. During a year when we are often far away for
safety reasons, when we are not able to see our friends and family like we used to, when those who
live next door may seem blocks away, we can still be with those in our community.
We can bless each other. We can cheer and cry for each other. In our minds, we can decrease the
distance we see between ourselves and other people, whether because of wealth, background, or
status; this humility leads us to stand by them as friends. We can carefully consider what those
around us know to be good and enact it. We can be peacemakers, removing barriers to create a
community where all can live well together. And we can know that separation is not eternal, as
Jesus comes to close even the biggest gaps.

December 15
Read John 1:14 (The Message)

Anonymous

The Word became flesh and blood,
and moved into the neighborhood.
We saw the glory with our own eyes,
the one-of-a-kind glory,
like Father, like Son,
Generous inside and out,
true from start to finish. (John 1:14, The Message)
The Word became flesh and blood, not just in appearance but actually became flesh and blood in
Jesus. He did not stop there, though. Along with becoming flesh and blood Jesus also moved into
the neighborhood, meaning that he was not just there but that he made his presence known to
those around him. He did not think too highly of himself to spend time with humans, but instead
took time to get to know them by building relationships with them. In doing so Jesus showed not
only his love to them but also the love of the Father who sent him.
Jesus walked around his own neighborhood and many others intentionally spending time with
people who did not know him or the Father. He went out of his way to spend time with sinners or
people caught in sin, not condemning them but showing them love and pointing them to the
Creator God who made and loved each of them deeply.
We as the body of Christ are called to go out into our neighborhoods and show love to those
around us the same way Jesus did. We ought to be intentionally building relationships with
everyone, not just those who already know Christ. In doing so we are living out the mission and
vision of the Church, reaching those who need the love of the Father and being his hands and feet
in this broken world.
1. How can you reach your neighbors during this time?
2. What does it look like for us to make our presence know to those around us?
3. What things can do to help those around us?

December 16
Read James 2:8

Besty Kordes

In a world where there is much that divides us, how do we love our neighbors? What does “love…
as yourself” entail?
God has given us the gifts to love ourselves and our neighbors (power, love and self-discipline) — 2
Timothy 1:7. Meeting new people can be a source of great anxiety, and loving them as we love
ourselves can be daunting. But God gave us all a spirit of power that we can combine with our
individual strengths. Have social anxiety? Try mailing encouraging notes, sponsoring a child, or
sending an uplifting meme. The world is now our neighborhood, and we can count those far away
as neighbors with a click of the send button.
Loving ourselves often means addressing our needs, so one of the most potent ways to love is to
recognize our neighbors’ needs and contribute meaningfully. Give your elderly neighbor, who
frequently cares for her grandkids, an hour of rest by staying outside with the kids.
Share resources with your neighbor who is returning to school to obtain a better job. Paying
attention to your neighbors’ needs can provide the greatest approach to sharing God’s love.
Taking care of ourselves with self-discipline can often develop a larger capacity to serve others. Add
needed items for the local food pantry to your grocery list by reducing your spending elsewhere.
Set a reminder to check in with your neighbors regularly and to pray for them.
We don’t always like or agree with our neighbors – but we are called to love our neighbors as
ourselves. It is not our place to judge, but to love!
By creating small, yet powerful opportunities to love our neighbors, we are not condoning our
neighbors’ actions or opinions, but opening the door to share Christ’s love.
1. How can you use your individual gifts to share God’s love?
2. Which neighbor needs your attention?

December 17
Read Luke 10: 25-37

Megan Snider

Picture the scene: A man lying half dead on a notoriously unsafe road where robberies are
common. Separately, three men happen upon the scene. The first two men are of high standing: a
priest and a religious scholar. The third, a Samaritan, was from the “wrong sort of crowd.”
Who helps the victim? One might predict the first two would rush to help. But in Jesus's story, they
walk to the other side of the road to avoid the man. Perhaps they are preparing for an important
day and it is inconvenient to stop, or they rationalize that the victim deserved the beating. Maybe
they are frightened of thieves lurking in the shadows, or they decide to keep themselves pure for
the temple. Whatever the reason, these two men keep walking. But the Samaritan not only stops
and provides immediate aid to the beaten man, but gingerly moves him to safety. He, too, has
something important to attend to, so he arranges, at his own expense, for help to look after the
man until he returns.
A lawyer had come to Jesus with a question about how he might inherit eternal life. After Jesus
directs him to scripture (Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18), the lawyer asks, “And who is my
neighbor?”. The story above answers that question.
God doesn’t want His people to simply follow rules; He is after our hearts, wanting us to respond to
others as He would, as the Samaritan did in this story. God responds to us in this way when we are
dead in our sins and need the radical grace that can only come from Jesus.
Lord, like the beaten man in Jesus’ story, we are lying on the road, dead in our sins. We are grateful
that You extend Your hand to us with free, radical grace – something we could never earn or repay.
Help us to accept the gift only You can provide. Help us to follow the scriptures: to love You with all
our heart, soul, strength and mind and to love our neighbor as ourselves. Make us like the
Samaritan by showing love and compassion to the world. In Jesus’s name, Amen.
1. How does lawyer place limits on the group that Jesus refers to as “neighbors”? Do you set limits
for whom you would provide aid? Why?
2. How might Jesus’s audience have felt about a Samaritan as the story’s hero? Why do you think
Jesus chose to use this example?
3. In your life, what reasons might you have for not stopping to provide aid to the beaten man in
Jesus’s story? How can we do better?
4. Read also Ephesians 4:32, 1 Peter3:8, 1 Peter 4:10, Galatians 6:2, Colossians3:12. What does the
Lord call us to do as His followers in these passages?

December 18
Read Matthew 7:12

Darla and Keith Banks

Neighbors are one of the God’s best gifts. When we were first married, we bought a small house
and had a baby girl. The couple next door also had a baby girl. We did everything together. As we
became better friends, we started having spiritual conversations. When our daughter was about 2,
they invited us to visit their church, and we attended for several weeks. We decided that we
wanted to be back in church, but wanted to return to the Christian church to worship and raise our
daughter there. We are still friends with those neighbors!
Several years later we moved to Texas and became friends with a new family that moved in next
door. The wife was a Christian and I invited her to Bible study. She and her family started attending
our church and her husband became a Christian a few years later.
Matthew 7:12 says, “So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this
sums up the Law and the Prophets.” God just asks us to be a friend and treat our neighbors the way
we want to be treated. Moving to a new neighborhood can be very stressful, but when someone
reaches out to us in friendship it changes everything. Discover is always reminding us that we need
to be the hands and feet of Jesus.
We’ve only lived in our current neighborhood for two years and, until COVID, we hadn’t seen most
of our neighbors. Once people started working from home and the weather got warmer, we saw
people working in their yards, walking their dogs, and playing outside with their children. We’re
slowly building friendships and meeting needs. Sometimes a neighbor just wants to talk, sometimes
we take them supper, or help with their yard. They know we are available to help if they need it and
we know we can call them for help if we need it. Who knows, maybe one day they will be attending
church with us!
Who can you reach out to in your neighborhood?

December 19
Read Romans 15:1-3 below (NIRV)

The Phinney Family

We who have strong faith should help the weak with their problems. We should not please only
ourselves. Each of us should please our neighbors. Let us do what is good for them in order to build
them up. Even Christ did not please himself. It is written (Psalm 69:9b), “The bad things people have
said about you have been aimed at me also.”— Romans 15:1-3
A CHRISTMAS MOVIE…IN REAL LIFE
This is the time of year when we usually leave home for work or school in the dark and return home
when it is dark again. Even if you are young enough to get home while there is still light, most days
the weather is not nice enough to play outside. And then there is this year - 2020! Many of us now
work from home and school from home. We move from workspace to kitchen and back, but that is
about the extent of our traveling. So we are very excited for evenings where we can cuddle on the
couch with family to watch a Christmas movie. We especially love the movies where the main
character needs a Christmas miracle and is helped by those with more: more Christmas spirit, more
money or more love.
But God does not want us to just watch Christmas movies - He wants us to live Christmas movies.
The theme to the movies we live is found in Romans 15:1-3. You see, as Christ followers, we have
been given “more” in the person of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit fills us with His strength, His love,
His peace, His joy and His comfort. In essence, He fills us with strong faith. Since He fills us with
strong faith, we are able to help those who are weak by doing good for them and building them up.
We get to please others because we are like Jesus, who pleased others by taking their burdens and
sin upon Himself. So, it is time for us to look around to see who we can please. It is time for us to be
the Christmas Movie of 2020.
1. In your favorite Christmas movie, who needed a Christmas miracle and how were they helped?
2. Think about your day. Who did you see, virtually or in person, that needs a Christmas Miracle?

WEEK FOUR | JESUS IN MY CHURCH… HEART… WORLD
One of God’s special gifts to us is a family of fellow believers – his church. As our love for Jesus
grows deeper, he helps grow the gifts we each have to serve each other and the world. How does
having JESUS IN MY HEART help bring JESUS TO THE WORLD? Finish this Christmas season with us in
study, conversation and prayer and use the activities any way you like to impact the world for Jesus.
COOK | CHOCOLATE CUT OUT COOKIES
Here’s a yummy alternative to gingerbread men! Make a batch of hearts and people
shapes as a reminder that we should INVITE Jesus into our hearts and INTRODUCE him to
the world!
Ingredients: 2 cups flour ● 2 tsp baking powder ● ½ tsp salt ● ½ cup cocoa powder ● 2 eggs ● 1 tsp
vanilla ● ½ cup butter ● 1 cup sugar
Beat butter and sugar till fluffy.
Add eggs, vanilla and cocoa powder and mix till blended.
Add flour, baking powder and salt and mix till blended.
Add a little extra flour as you roll it out to prevent sticking. Roll to 1/16” and cut shapes.
Place on ungreased sheet. Sprinkle with sugar if desired.
Bake 8 – 10 minutes at 375 degrees. Cool on rack.
PLAY | SIGNS OF JESUS
Give everyone in the family some paper and a pencil or crayons. Set a timer for 5
minutes. Have everyone draw pictures of as many of your favorite signs of Christmas as
you can before the timer runs out. When time is up, share your drawings with each
other! Who listed the most signs? What sign came up the most? What was the most unique sign?
Talk about it: We can see signs of Christmas all around us in the holiday season, but then they get
packed away till next November! Work together to list ways you can show the world signs that Jesus
is in your heart all through the year! Then plan to DO them!
SING | TELL THE WORLD
Thanks to technology, we can share Jesus in countless ways and places this Christmas! Think
of someone far away or across town, who you won’t get to see in person this season.
Connect with FaceTime, Zoom or your favorite video app, and stage a little concert for your loved
ones, or a Christmas sing-along with them!
A Discover Kids Favorite to Check out: Born is the King – It’s Christmas (Hillsong Lyric Video) – Tell
all mankind, it’s Christmas time!
A New Classic: Joy to the World – Unspeakable Joy (Chris Tomlin) – be sure to share the
unspeakable joy of Jesus with everyone you meet!

TELL | WHAT’S IN MY HEART CARDS
Once Jesus is in our heart, we can’t help but share his love with the world! Make a handful
of Valentine’s inspired cards in Christmas colors, write a note about Jesus’ love inside, and
leave them in a variety of places for people to find – drop on porches as you walk the dog,
tuck on a restroom mirror while you’re shopping, or mail to someone anonymously!
Use your favorite craft techniques to make lots of hearts in red, gold and green – potato stamps,
giftwrap cut outs, fingerprints… google DIY valentines if you need ideas! Glue on a bow of ribbon or
twine if you want to give it some more Christmas flair!
REACH | BLESSING BAGS FOR THE HOMELESS
Jesus’ love is for everyone. He proved that when he came into our broken world for us and
died for us while we were still far apart from him in sin. This week, try to extend that love
to someone who seems far apart from you. Put together a blessing bag to give to a person
you encounter who is homeless or otherwise in need. It might include a warm pair of socks, a few
snacks or some small hygiene items. Be sure to include a note extending Jesus’ love to them!
GIVE | SAND ART BROWNIES
Jesus should be present in many layers in our lives – from the manger to our family,
from our neighborhood to the world. Make this pretty layered brownie mix to give to
someone who needs to know about Jesus this Christmas.
Layer the ingredients carefully in a quart size canning jar, or average size spaghetti sauce jar. Place
them in the following order to make contrasting layers:
1/3 cup cocoa powder ● 2/3 cup white sugar ● 1 cup m & m’s ● 2/3 cup brown sugar ● 1 cup plus 2
TBS flour ● ½ tsp salt ● ½ cup chopped walnuts or pecans if desired
Tie a tag to the jar with the following instructions:
“Empty the ingredients of the jar in a bowl and add 1 tsp vanilla, 2/3 cup vegetable oil and 3 eggs.
Stir until well blended. Pour into a greased 9 x 9 pan and bake for 20 – 30 minutes at 350 degrees.”
CELEBRATE | BE THE LIGHT
Make star ornaments – as simple as a paper cut out covered in glitter, or as elaborate as
you want. You can find lots of ideas by searching online for “star ornament craft”. Instead
of the tree, hang these stars in places you’ll see them often – the rearview mirror, your
backpack zipper, on your desk at work – and let them be reminders to shine the light of Jesus to
people around you every day, at Christmas and throughout the year!

December 20
Read Hebrews 10:24-25

The Proffitt Family

Life can be very busy. Between work, school, sports, activities, and hobbies, we have little free time.
While these are not bad, they can sometimes distract us from our relationship with God. Attending
worship or a Life Group can be pushed aside with the “promise” to listen to the sermon later in the
week or read a devotion. It can be so easy to fall into this cycle and fit our spiritual life in when we
find the time.
God designed His church for fellowship. We should never “go it alone” in our faith. Fellowship, by
definition, is a group of people meeting to pursue a shared interest or aim. It is necessary for a
healthy Biblical life.
Corporate worship and fellowship help us bear each other’s burdens and encourage one another.
We can pray together, empathize and comfort each other, and weep and rejoice together. We help
each other by sharing trials and triumphs.
While these are unique times with Covid-19, we can still safely meet in person or online. Zoom
provides a safe way to worship and connect. Our Life Group continued to meet through Zoom in the
spring. We finished our study, but still met weekly to encourage, pray, and support each other.
Online services and “Zooming” with our Sunday morning class provided worship and the study of
God’s word to continue.
Worship and fellowship help us recharge. Just as an iPad or phone need to be charged regularly, we
need to regularly recharge to face daily struggles. In Don’t Give Up, Kyle Idleman said, “When we
worship, we humble ourselves. Worship is a powerful antidote to anxiety because worship and
worry aren’t compatible with each other. They can’t coexist. When we worship God, we are
reminded of His greatness and power, and we naturally begin to cast the weight of our anxieties on
Him.”
Corporate worship and fellowship are vital to our Christian faith. Making time in busy schedules for
these two things lessens our burdens and encourages us to keep going.
1. What do you tend to place in front of worship and fellowship?
2. How could you change that?

December 21
Read John 17:20-23 (NLT)

Diane League and Elaine Young

Has anyone who is not a follower of Jesus ever asked you to pray for them? They see you as a
person who has a personal relationship with Jesus. There is no closer relationship than the
relationship between God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit! This prayer of Jesus in John 17 transcends time
and touches the lives of all believers forever. Knowing that Jesus prayed then and still prays for us
should give us confidence as we work for his Kingdom.
Jesus’s great desire for His disciples was that they would become one, unified as a powerful witness
to the reality of God’s love. He prayed for unity (three times in these verses alone) based on the
believers’ unity with Him and the Father. Therefore, we can assume that unity among believers is
the most important characteristic for the future church. Jesus wants us to add to His group of
believers as the disciples were commissioned to do. Each of us has a calling to share the gospel. This
is one way we are unified.
Christians can know unity among themselves when they live in union with God. For example, each
branch on a vine is united with all other branches of that vine. You can pray for other Christians,
avoid gossip, build others up, work together in humility, give your time and money, and refuse to
get sidetracked arguing over divisive matters.
The truth that Jesus was God’s only son and that He came to the world as the perfect and complete
sacrifice for our sins is our unifying message. We can add to that – God’s love is bountiful. God has
adopted us into his family and He loves us as much as He loves Jesus.
May this day give you joy and love for those around you as you contemplate your role in sharing
Christ's unified message with others.
1. What are you doing to unify the body of Christ, the church?
2. What unity do we demonstrate so the world can see that Jesus holds the key to reality and is
indeed the revelation of the invisible God?
3. The church is God’s salt and light on earth. Consider this with John 17:23 in mind.

December 22
Read 1 Peter 4:10

Preston Wilkin

A couple of years ago my cousin left his son at my parents’ house while they babysat him. It was the
middle of July and we decided to build a fire so that he could make s’mores later that night. My job
was to start the fire and, of course, the little 4-year-old wanted to help out. Since he was so little
and I really didn't want him too close to the fire itself, I told him to find some pinecones and twigs
for kindling. I figured, “Hey, it will keep the kid busy, and does provide a little bit of help, so why
not?”
Over the next half hour to 45 minutes, that kid made a pile of what must have been 100 pinecones
and 300 twigs. Now you might be thinking, “How does this relate to 1 Peter 4:10?” But, in reality,
this is exactly what the verse is talking about. That little boy used whatever ability he had to help
achieve the goal we were trying to accomplish.
This is what God asks us to do. He has given each of us different gifts that can be used to help His
kingdom advance. Maybe you are gifted musically, have great athletic skills, the ability to cook well,
or anything else you can imagine.
God asks us to take the gifts that He gives us and use them to the best of our abilities. When we put
them in God's hands and have faith that they can be used for the kingdom, He will bless our efforts.
Even if that gift is simply having a good eye for pinecones!

December 23
Read Matthew 6:19-21 (NIV)

Kyle Brechbuhler

Treasured
We live in a fast-paced world vying for constant progression and collection. “How can we get ahead
of where we are now and accumulate more along the way?” It is easy to get weighed down by the
idea that we are behind or lacking. We all seek affirmation and adoration, but what if we began to
believe that both of these innate desires can already be satisfied?
There is more than one reason why the Lord wants us to focus our treasures in heaven. First, as His
followers, we agree to lay down our lives to serve Him fully with every gift. All good things come
from above and are to be used for His kingdom. Emphasis on personal glorification is considered
immoral, and that brings us to His second reason. Why does the Lord categorize any behavior or
ideology as sin? Satan tempts us with the lie of “unnecessary restraints.” However, Christ’s
character seeks to protect us from these lies.
God knows that the use of time and money flows out of our hearts. When we dedicate our
resources to serving the kingdom we will someday inherit, we begin to experience freedom from
the isolating and exhausting hamster wheel of worldly pursuits. We start to long for the treasures of
what awaits us for eternity and discover the peace that transcends understanding.
Jesus died and was buried with every earthly possession he had left — nothing. Yet, this same man
liberates you and me from our sin and its heaviness. Through Him we are affirmed daily and adored
unconditionally. We are His treasure worth saving. Wherever we are now, and whatever we have
left, it is enough as long as we use those things to bring the light of His love for us to a fallen and
desperate humanity in need of the same hope.
1. What does your current calendar or financial budget say about where your heart is?
2. How could reorganizing these areas of your life provide relief at the soul level?

December 24
Read 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

Kathy and George Fisher

Peter urges us to “revere” Christ as Lord in our hearts (NIV). To “revere” means to respect. But this
word is even stronger than that; it means to “honor” (ESV, CSB), and even to “worship” (NLT).
Another translation (NASB) says to “sanctify.” The idea is to set something apart as holy. When we
see Jesus as the Holy Son of God and when we worship Him as Lord, we have the kind of devotion
to Jesus which makes Him absolutely first in our lives and which then allows us to have hope in our
hearts.
Do you revere Jesus? When you think of your speech, can you say that you honor Jesus’ name? Is
“OMG” or “oh my God” part of your speech?
We need to remember that our hope is based on who Jesus is, not on the circumstances of our
lives. In these times of uncertainty and turmoil, can you honestly say that your hope is in Jesus? Are
you known for your devotion to Jesus, or are you known for your devotion to some human cause?
Does your devotion to Jesus carry you through all the challenges and disappointments which you
face? Do you really have hope? Do you believe that Jesus loves you and do you believe His promise
to never leave you or forsake you?
In this time of year when we focus on the Son of God coming into our world as a baby, let us renew
our focus on Jesus as the One who saves us. Let us rekindle our hope in Him alone. With that hope,
let us be vessels of hope to other people. Think about some ways you can give others the hope that
Jesus gives.
The hymn “The Solid Rock” says, “My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and
righteousness.” Is that true for you?

December 25
Read Luke 2:16-18

Sharon and Chris Koloff

It is interesting that the coming of the good shepherd was announced first to shepherds. If it were
up to us, we would have surely first told the religious leaders or government officials about the
Lord’s coming. However, in God’s wisdom, He chose lowly shepherds to spread this good news.
There must have been a reason God chose them.
After hearing the message from the angel, the shepherds hurried off to Bethlehem and found Jesus
in a manger, just as they were told. What was their first response? Telling others what they had
seen! The shepherds were totally unconcerned about religious or political ramifications (like the
group we might have chosen to tell of the birth of Jesus). Witnessing the arrival of their longawaited Messiah, they were overcome with pure joy.
Maybe God told the shepherds first because they were continually looking for the coming Savior in
the quiet solitude of the night sky, as they tended their sheep. Or maybe God chose the shepherds
because they had hearts like His to care for the helpless, and even lay down their lives for them.
That brings it down to us: We have heard the same message that the shepherds received. Just as
God trusted the shepherds to tell others about the birth of Jesus, He is trusting us to tell the good
news to others. However… most of the time we don’t. We need to ask Jesus to fill us with the same
excitement that the shepherds had. We know the hope of Christmas, that God sent his Son to save
us, and that Jesus is coming again. The shepherds spread this good news and so should we. After all,
someone told each of us this wonderful news.
Who will you tell about this hope? How will you tell them about this hope?
Prayer
Lord, you are the Good Shepherd. To be like you, we must be shepherds too. Give us shepherds'
hearts that care enough about people to tell them about you. Awaken your Spirit in us so that we
live lives that glorify you. Amen
Song for young children: Mary had a Baby Boy (use the tune of Mary had a Little Lamb)
Mary had a baby boy, baby boy, baby boy
Mary had a baby boy, and His name was Jesus
She wrapped him in swaddling clothes, swaddling clothes, swaddling clothes
She wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and His name was Jesus

