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We’re so glad you decided to worship with us today. You could have chosen to be anywhere 

this morning, and you chose to spend your time with Living Hope. Thank you! It’s an honor to 

have you here and to have the chance to fill you with hope. Welcome to Living Hope.  

Current Series: You Are My Witness 

This series for the Easter season focuses on the Acts of the Apostles and their witness to the 

resurrection of Jesus. The witnessing of Christ didn’t stop with those initial eyewitnesses. You 

and I today are called, too, to be witnesses of Christ by sharing that testimony and the joy and 

peace of salvation built on it. 

 

Today’s Focus: Ascension-Sharpened Focus 

Even after Jesus’ resurrection, his disciples still misunderstand the nature of his kingdom,    

looking for earthly glory and immediate victory. Then moments later, after Jesus ascends into 

heaven, they stand frozen with their eyes fixed on the sky. Their focus keeps drifting in the 

wrong direction. And honestly, so does ours. We can become consumed with earthly kingdoms 

we can build and control, or disconnected from the mission Christ has placed right in front of 

us. But in his ascension, Jesus sharpens the focus of his Church. The risen and reigning Savior 

redirects our eyes away from earthly distractions and idle sky-gazing and fixes them firmly on 

his kingdom, his mission, and his promise to return.  

 

 

 

 
 

welcome to 

WORSHIP  

CURRENT SERIES INFO 
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ABOUT LIVING HOPE 

Living Hope Lutheran Church is a brand new mission church on Chattanooga’s east side.  We are funded 

by and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a collection of over 1,300 churches 

across the United States and Canada.   

Living Hope succeeds in its mission when hope forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life.  

For more on our mission, background, and beliefs just visit our website: livinghopechatt.com  

 

ABOUT WORSHIP 

Worship at Living Hope is designed to fill you with hope! The message you hear at Living Hope will cen-

ter you on your Savior, Jesus, and what he's done for you.  Worship isn't just about filling up God with 

praise. Worship is all about God filling you with good news!   

 

We follow a basic order of service, called the liturgy. In the message,  in specially selected Scripture 

readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news 

(gospel) about Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include               

participation of those in attendance.   

• Feel free to get up to use restrooms at any time during the service. 

• Restrooms are located around the corner to your right. 

• A nursery is available for small children out the left-hand side of the worship space. 
Just look for the Kid’s Zone sign just past the info corner by the main entrance. Feel 
free to use that space during worship. The service will be livestreamed into the room.  

• Kid activity bags are available on a table by the entrance to the sanctuary. 

• Please fill out a connection card. It’s our best way to stay in touch with you and thank 
  you for joining us today! You’ll find connection cards on the table at the entrance. 

 

• Everything you need to enjoy today’s worship will be found in this Worship Folder. 
  Songs will also be found on the screen. 

 
 

Show friends where you are—check in! 

/livinghopechatt 
 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net  A-730027 and CCLI A-21626251 
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Christ High-Ascended CW 747 

 

 

 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, b. 1926 
Tune: Antiphoner, Paris, 1681 
Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 730027 
Tune: Public domain 

 

 

Call to Worship 

Minister:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation:  Amen. 

  

The name of the Triune God and sign of the 
cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 
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Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights above. 

Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his heavenly hosts.                    Psalm 148 
  
How majestic is the Lord’s name in all the earth! 

He has set his glory above the heavens.                                                        Psalm 8 
  
For the Lord is the Most High over all the earth. 

He is exalted far above all gods.                                                                      Psalm 97 
  
God has ascended amid shouts of joy, the Lord amid the sounding of trumpets. 

God reigns over the nations; God is seated on his holy throne.               Psalm 47 
  
The Lord reigns, let the nations tremble. 

He sits enthroned between the cherubim, let the earth shake.               Psalm 99 
  
The throne of our God will last forever and ever. 

A scepter of justice will be the scepter of his kingdom.                              Psalm 45 
  
Praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone is exalted. 

His splendor is above the earth and the heavens.                                       Psalm 148 

 

 

 

 

Confession & Absolution 

Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him 

in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 
 

Forgive my sins, O Lord – forgive the sins of my present and the sins of my past, 

 the sins of my soul and the sins of my body;                               

 the sins which I have done to please myself,     

 and the sins which I have done to please others.  

In every worship service we confess 
our sins then cling to the forgiveness 
that Jesus gives us. Confession is 
called the “heartbeat of the Christian.” 
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Forgive my sins of weakness and the sins that I committed deliberately.  

 Forgive me for the sins I remember and the sins I have forgotten,   

 the sins I have tried to hide from others      

 and the sins I long to hide from my own memory.     

 Out of your great mercy, Lord, forgive me of all my wrongs! 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God 

made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of 

Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the    

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

 

 

How Great Thou Art CW 612 sts. 1, Ref, 3 
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Text: Stuart W. K. Hine, 1899–1989 
Tune: Swedish 
Text and tune: © 1949, 1953  The Stuart Hine Trust . US print rights admin. Hope Publishing Co. All other rights admin. Capit ol CMG Publishing. . Used 
by permission: OneLicense no. 730027 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Lord Jesus, King of glory, on this day you ascended far above the heavens, and at 

God’s right hand you rule the nations. Leave us not alone, we pray, but grant us 

the Spirit of truth that, at your command and by your power, we may be your wit-

nesses in all the world; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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GOD'S WORD 

Epistle Reading Ephesians 1:15–23 

 15For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your 

love for all God’s people, 16I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering 

you in my prayers. 17I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glori-

ous Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may 

know him better. 18I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order 

that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious 

inheritance in his holy people, 19and his incomparably great power for us who be-

lieve. That power is the same as the mighty strength 20he exerted when he raised 

Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21far 

above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, 

not only in the present age but also in the one to come. 22And God placed all things 

under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, 
23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way. 

 
Please Stand 

 

Gospel Luke 24:44–53 

 44He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything 

must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and 

the Psalms.” 

 45Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46He told 

them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on 

the third day, 47and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his 

name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49I 

am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you 

have been clothed with power from on high.” 

The Gospel centers our worship as it shares with us the good news about Christ. 
We stand out of respect for our Savior as we hear about his words and deeds 
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 50When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands 

and blessed them. 51While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up 

into heaven. 52Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 
53And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God. 

The gospel of the Lord 

Praise be to Christ! 
 

Please be seated 
 

Children's Message 

Children are invited to come forward into the front for the children’s message. They will be given a 
special message designed just for them that ties in with the sermon. 
 

Good News of God Above CW 905 
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Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, b. 1926    Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer, b. 1949 
Text: © 1988 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 730027 
Tune: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 730027  

 

Sermon Reading Acts 1:1–11 

 1In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to 

teach 2until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through 

the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3After his suffering, he presented 

himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared 

to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4On one 

occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not 

leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard 

me speak about. 5For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be bap-

tized with the Holy Spirit.” 

 6Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time go-

ing to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

 7He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has 

set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes 
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on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 

and to the ends of the earth.” 

 9After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him 

from their sight. 

 10They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly 

two men dressed in white stood beside them. 11“Men of Galilee,” they said, “why 

do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken 

from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into 

heaven.” 
 

Ascension-Sharpened Focus 

Questions to consider while hearing the sermon: 

1. What did the disciples suffer from? 

  

2. Now that Jesus had risen what were the disciples likely hoping for? 

  

3. How would this kingdom be different going forward? 

  

4. What did the angels catch the disciples doing? 

  

5. In what ways are we not much different from the disciples? 

  

6. When our focus on Christ’s kingdom work is blurry what sharpens our focus? 

  

7. Jesus’ ascension is not a departure. It is a _____________________________. 

  

8. In what way does God’s kingdom come? 

  

9. Even when our eyes and hearts are unfocused, what is Jesus focused on? 

  



12 

 

Discussion questions:         (for Theology on Tap) 

1. Which issue do you feel Christians struggle with more: spiritual nearsightedness or far-

sightedness?  Which do you feel like you struggle with more? 

2. Jesus responds to the disciples by redirecting them toward witness and mission rather 

than speculation about timing. Why is that correction important for the Church in eve-

ry generation?  

3. Jesus’ ascension is not a departure but a coronation. Share how that strengthens your 

faith to know that the ascended Christ is reigning for his Church right now. 

4. How does the ascension help balance both truths: #1. Christians are citizens of heaven 

 #2. Christians are still called to serve faithfully in the world 

5. Jesus still fixes his eyes on us in grace and reigns for us even when our focus wanders. 

Why is that gospel comfort so important before talking about mission and witness?  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Create In Me a Pure Heart, O God 
 

Please stand 
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Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the 

dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

Offering 

We collect offerings out of thanks for what God has done for us so that we can support gospel work 
here and around the world. You can give using the envelope provided in your worship folder. You’ll also 
find instructions there for how to give online if you’d prefer. Thank you for supporting our gospel     
ministry! If you are a guest with us don’t feel obligated to contribute. This service is our free gift to you! 
 

 

 

Offertory : God Sends Us Forth  (sung by choir) 
 

 

Christians have used the Apostles’ Creed since the second century to 
unite themselves together and to obey God’s invitation to “confess 
with our mouth and believe with our hearts” (Romans 10:9).  
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Prayer of the Church 
 

Confident of our Lord’s return, let us approach our Father’s throne of mercy on   

behalf of the Church and of all people. 
  

Gracious Lord God, amid shouts of joy we celebrate your Son’s ascension into 

heaven where he is now seated in majesty at your right hand. Grant your Church 

steadfastness in these gray and latter days that she may hold to the truth and 

boldly confess the saving name of Jesus.  

As the devil, the world, and our sinful nature seek to silence our witness, grant 

us courage to believe and confess that Jesus is Lord.  
 

Even as your beloved Son intercedes on behalf of his Church, so has he command-

ed us to pray for others. 

Hear us, O Lord, as we implore you to show mercy to those in need: 
  

to the sick, the lonely, and the depressed grant relief; 

to the dying and those who mourn bring comfort; 

to the hungry, the homeless, and the unemployed send your help; 

to the elderly, give joy for living life to the full; 

to the young, send patience to wait for the fuller life to come; 

to husbands and wives and their families and to single parents who raise their 

children alone grant wisdom and strength.  

Bestow your blessings to all who depend on your power and grace. 
  

Almighty Father, you are the good Giver of all that we have. In your mercy contin-

ue to grant us daily bread, supplying us with what we need before we even ask.  

Teach us to be thankful and content, whether we have plenty or are in need. 
  

Come with your guidance, O Lord, and pour out your blessings on all who have 

gathered here to proclaim your love in speech, song, and symbol. May our wor-

ship enrich us so that our work for others adorns your love among them.  

Lead us to praise you as we joyfully wait for your return. 

Praying the prayer of the church is a time when we 
can pray for people in all kinds of circumstances 
and for the work of God’s church on earth. 
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O Lord, heavenly Father, we remember the sufferings and death of your dear Son, 

Jesus Christ, for our salvation. Praising his victorious resurrection from the dead, 

we draw strength from his ascension before you, where he always intercedes for 

us as our own high priest. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth 

to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in his kingdom 

which has no end. 

Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us.  
   

To you alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the    

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and T  give you peace. 

Amen. 

The historical “blessing of Aaron” 
(Numbers 6:24-26) has been spoken 
over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  

When Jesus’ disciples asked him how to pray he gave them the 
words of this prayer. (Matt. 6:9-13 and Luke 11:2-4) Since Jesus 
advises we pray this way, we say “The Lord’s Prayer” every Sunday. 
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Text: The Venerable Bede, 673–735, abr.; tr. composite 
Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesäng, Köln, 1623 Text and tune: Public domain 

A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing    CW 472 sts. 1–2, 5–6 
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                                           ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Thank you to today’s musicians and vocalists! 
Mark Hennings; piano—Living Hope choir 
 
 
 

Sunday School and Bible Study— After worship @ 11:30AM 
Sunday School for children will take place after worship today. Children will meet with their 
appropriate age groups and are taught by a team of teachers  with full background checks. 
The adults will have Sunday Study today in the lobby, starting a new study series on “The     
Chosen” TV show.   To prep for next week’s discussion please watch season 3 episode 5.  
 
 
 

Vicar Watch Party — Wednesday May 20 @ 8:00PM 
Living Hope’s request to have a vicar for fall 2026 through summer 2027 has been approved by 
the Board for Home Missions! A vicar is a 3rd year student from our synod’s seminary 
(Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary). The vicar gets to spend a year being mentored and serving in 
real church situations before returning for one last year of classes. We’ll be having a watch-
party for the seminary’s vicar call service here at church on Wednesday May 20th. We’ll hear 
the vicar commissioning service and find out who is assigned to us. Feel free to show up a half 
hour early for fellowship and feel free to bring a snack to pass. The worship service livestream 
will start at 8:00PM.  
If you’re unable to be here for the watch party you can still livestream the Vicar Call Service 
online: https://www.wisluthsem.org/call-day-and-graduation-2026/ 
 
 

Connection Envelopes 
We’d love to get your valuable feedback on our worship service today. If this is your first time 
at Living Hope we also want the opportunity to give you a gift to say “thanks for being our 
guest!” You can place your connection envelopes in the offering plate as it passes or in the  
basket located at the entrance of the sanctuary. Also feel free to just hand it to pastor. 
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Foundations Bible Study 
If you’re interested in membership here at Living Hope, Foundations 
is our “next step” class, but even if you’re not interested in         
membership, you’ll find it to be a good overview of what God has to 
say to you in his Word. If you’re interested in attending the course 
just check the box on your connection envelope that says “I’d like to 
attend a membership class” in order to jump into a new group class 
or individual class. In-person or online classes are available!  
 
New in-person classes are available on Wednesdays at 4:15pm at church.  
Online classes are available on Thursdays at 7:30pm. Message pastor for a class link. 
 
 

Living Hope Small Groups 
• Women’s Group — Mondays every other week at 6:45pm (next meeting Mon May 18) 
• Men’s Group—Mondays every other week at 7am. (next meeting Mon. May 25) 
• Hands of Hope—every other Thursday at 10am. (next meeting on Thurs May 21) 
• Life on Mission—next session at church on Wednesday May 27 at 7pm 
• Theology on Tap—weekly on Tuesday evenings at 7pm  

See more details for these groups at https://livinghopechatt.com/small-groups 
 
 

Women’s Group—Monday May 18 @ 6:45PM 
Women's Group will continue a study of Faith Unleashed: Utilizing Your Spiritual Gifts for 
Greater Kingdom Impact by Lori Lorig & Marilyn Sievert. Through this study, we will discover 
how God blessed ordinary people in the Bible to do exceptional things and see how He has 
uniquely designed each of us for His kingdom.  We meet at Living Hope at 6:45pm for snacks 
and socializing, and the study begins at 7:00pm. Hope to see you there!   
Contact Coordinator: Rachel Frederickson (rachel.k.frederickson@gmail.com) 
 
 
 

Theology on Tap—Tuesday May 19 @ 7:00PM 
Grab a drink. Grab a bite to eat. Get a taste for good theology and good conversation in a laid 
back setting.  Each week we'll take a deeper look at Sundays sermon content and discuss how 
to apply that message to everyday life.  
 
 Theology on Tap meets at Lupi’s Pizza in Cambridge Square.  
 9454 Bradmore Ln. Suite 109—Cambridge Square, Ooltewah 
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Service Group—“Hands of Hope” - Thursday May 21 @ 10:00AM 
 This is a service focused group with members working together to clean and maintain our 

church facilities, as well as supporting other small projects. The group will meet twice a month 
on Thursday mornings at 10 a.m. (for approximately 2 hours or less) and is open to all mem-
bers: retired, near-retired, or anyone who has free time! This is a budgeted group, so in addi-
tion to the work time there will be a time of fellowship with lunch provided afterward at a res-
taurant.  

 Contact coordinator: Gretchen Bassett, 423-584-1981 (gretchen.bassett@gmail.com) 
 
 
 

June Fellowship Event—Red Clay Resort After Hours Party—Wednesday June 17 @ 6:00PM 
Join the Living Hope family for a fun day of swimming and activities at Red Clay Resort in Co-

hutta, GA. We’ve reserved the park for our group starting at 6:00PM and will have it open for 
us until 9:00PM. For more details visit their website: https://www.redclayresort.com 

Contact coordinator: Carla Mayer (carla@realityfitness.com) 
 
 
 
Members’ Minute 
Birthday Blessings: 
 Brystol Kilberg 5/17 
 
Anniversary Blessings: 
 David and Sarah Dyer 5/18  
 
We pray for the following members, family, and friends 

Colin Baggett and Sydney Bloedorn— Prayers of thanksgiving for Sydney and Colin as they   

 celebrated their graduation from UTC last weekend. We also keep them in our prayers as 

 they move back to their families in middle Tennessee at the end of May. We thank God 

 for their time here in Chattanooga with Living Hope! 
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Pastor Eric Melso 

423-933-2452 

pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 

www.livinghopechatt.com  

              

HOPE FOR EVERYDAY 

Service Teams — This week 
 Sunday Setup Team—Baggett, Bloedorn 
 Snack Provider—Mayer, Rice 
 Ushers—Mayer, Smith 

Acolyte—Emi Ludwig 

Service Teams — Next week May 24 
 Sunday Setup Team—Mayer 
 Snack Provider—Cundiff, Chandler 
 Ushers—Frizzell, Smith 

Acolyte—Kamarrion McNabb 


