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We’re so glad you decided to worship with us today. You could have chosen to be anywhere 

this morning, and you chose to spend your time with Living Hope. Thank you! It’s an honor to 

have you here and to have the chance to fill you with hope. Welcome to Living Hope.  

Easter is the highlight of the year for Christians all around the world. Today we celebrate our 

victory! Thank you for joining us for this celebration.  Because Jesus lives….everything has 

changed! 

 

Today’s Focus: Follow the Breadcrumb Trail of Hope 

Have you ever felt lost? Ever feel like life has dropped you deep into the woods with no clear 

way out? In those moments, we don’t want hints or small signs. We want answers, relief, and 

rescue right now. But in John 20, as grief-stricken followers approach Jesus’ tomb, God doesn’t 

give them everything at once. Instead, He leaves a trail, small, intentional “breadcrumbs” of 

hope: an empty tomb, folded grave clothes, and remembered promises. What seems insignifi-

cant at first is actually leading them to the greatest truth in history: Jesus is alive. In the same 

way, God still places breadcrumbs in our lives today—through His Word, His people, and His 

promises—guiding us from confusion and despair to the living hope found in the risen Christ.  

 

 

 

 
 

welcome to 

WORSHIP  

HAPPY EASTER! 
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ABOUT LIVING HOPE 

Living Hope Lutheran Church is a brand new mission church on Chattanooga’s east side.  We are funded 

by and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a collection of over 1,300 churches 

across the United States and Canada.   

Living Hope succeeds in its mission when hope forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life.  

For more on our mission, background, and beliefs just visit our website: livinghopechatt.com  

 

ABOUT WORSHIP 

Worship at Living Hope is designed to fill you with hope! The message you hear at Living Hope will cen-

ter you on your Savior, Jesus, and what he's done for you.  Worship isn't just about filling up God with 

praise. Worship is all about God filling you with good news!   

 

We follow a basic order of service, called the liturgy. In the message,  in specially selected Scripture 

readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news 

(gospel) about Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include               

participation of those in attendance.   

• Feel free to get up to use restrooms at any time during the service. 

• Restrooms are located around the corner to your right. 

• A nursery is available for small children out the left-hand side of the worship space. 
Just look for the Kid’s Zone sign just past the info corner by the main entrance. Feel 
free to use that space during worship. The service will be livestreamed into the room.  

• Kid activity bags are available on a table by the entrance to the sanctuary. 

• Please fill out a connection card. It’s our best way to stay in touch with you and thank 
  you for joining us today! You’ll find connection cards on the table at the entrance. 

 

• Everything you need to enjoy today’s worship will be found in this Worship Folder. 
  Songs will also be found on the screen. 

 
 

Show friends where you are—check in! 

/livinghopechatt 
 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net  A-730027 and CCLI A-21626251 



4 

 

 

Jesus Christ Is Risen Today CW 438 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–3): Latin, 14th cent.; (sts. 1–3): tr. Lyra Davidica, 1708, alt.; (st. 4): Charles Wesley, 1707–1788 
Tune: Lyra Davidica, London, 1708 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Call to Worship 

Pastor: We gather for worship on this glorious day, in the name of the Father,  

Congregation: Who raised his Son from the dead, Alleluia! 

We gather for worship on this victorious day, in the name of the Son, 

Who rose triumphant from the grave, Alleluia!  

We gather for worship on this joyous day in the name of the Holy Spirit, 

Who reveals to us the victory that is ours in Christ, Alleluia!  

Dear friends in Christ, today we come to celebrate the resurrection of our Lord. Let 

us draw near to him in worship and praise, in our thoughts and in our prayers. 

Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Confession & Absolution 

Upon the hill, the cross now stands empty. Morning light breaks upon the tomb. As 

we come before our God and King, let us confess our sins. 

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I 

have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in 

my Savior, Jesus Christ, I pray: Have mercy according to your unfailing love. 

Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.  

Upon your sincere confession, and by Christ’s command and authority, I assure you 

that your sins are all forgiven. The vacant cross and the empty grave are God’s signs 

to you that he has accepted the sacrifice of his one and only Son. Whoever believes 

this simple truth of Scripture has eternal life. The Lord is gracious and righteous! 

When I was in great need, he saved me.                                                         Psalm 116:6 

In every worship service we confess 
our sins then cling to the forgiveness 
that Jesus gives us. Confession is 
called the “heartbeat of the Christian.” 

The name of the Triune God and sign of the 
cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 
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The Lord is my strength and my song; 

He has become my salvation.                                                                            Exodus 15:2 

Shouts of joy and victory resound in the tents of the righteous: 

The Lord’s right hand has done mighty things!                                           Psalm 118:15 

 

 

Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands CW 440 sts. 1, 3, 5 
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Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800–1887, alt. 
Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer, b. 1949 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: © 2005 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 730027  

 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, by the glorious resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, you con-

quered death and opened the gate to eternal life. Grant that we, who have been 

raised with him through Baptism, may walk in newness of life and ever rejoice in 

the hope of sharing his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, 

with you and the Holy Spirit, be dominion and praise now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

GOD'S WORD 
 

Old Testament Reading Jonah 2:2–9 

 2He said: 

“In my distress I called to the Lord,                                                                      

 and he answered me. 

From deep in the realm of the dead I called for help, 
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 and you listened to my cry. 
3You hurled me into the depths, 

 into the very heart of the seas, 

 and the currents swirled about me; 

all your waves and breakers 

 swept over me. 
4I said, ‘I have been banished 

 from your sight; 

yet I will look again 

 toward your holy temple.’ 
5The engulfing waters threatened me, 

 the deep surrounded me; 

 seaweed was wrapped around my head. 
6To the roots of the mountains I sank down; 

 the earth beneath barred me in forever. 

But you, Lord my God, 

 brought my life up from the pit. 

7“When my life was ebbing away, 

 I remembered you, Lord, 

and my prayer rose to you, 

 to your holy temple. 

8“Those who cling to worthless idols 

 turn away from God’s love for them. 
9But I, with shouts of grateful praise, 

 will sacrifice to you. 

What I have vowed I will make good. 

 I will say, ‘Salvation comes from the Lord.’ ” 
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118E Let Us Rejoice Psalm 118E verses sung by choir 

 

 

 
 

1 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

Let the house of Israel say: 

“His mercy endures forever.” (Refrain) 

 

2 The hand of the LORD has struck with pow’r, 

his right hand is exalted; 

I shall not die, but live anew, 

declaring the works of the LORD.  (Refrain) 

 

3 The stone which the builders rejected 

has become the corner stone; 

the LORD of love and mercy 

has brought wonder to our eyes. (Refrain) 

Text: Lectionary for Mass 
Tune: Marty Haugen 
Text: © 1969 ICEL. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 730027 
Tune: © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 730027 
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Epistle Reading 1 Corinthians 15:1–11 

 1Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to 

you, which you received and on which you have taken your stand. 2By this gospel 

you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you 

have believed in vain. 

 3For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died 

for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he was raised on 

the third day according to the Scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Cephas, and 

then to the Twelve. 6After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the 

brothers and sisters at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some 

have fallen asleep. 7Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, 8and last 

of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born. 

 9For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an 

apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10But by the grace of God I am 

what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect. No, I worked harder than 

all of them—yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me. 11Whether, then, it 

is I or they, this is what we preach, and this is what you believed. 

 

Children's Message 

Children are invited to come forward into the front for the children’s message. They will be given a 
special message designed just for them that ties in with the sermon. 

 

See, What a Morning CW 451 
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Text: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Stuart Townend, b. 1963 
Tune: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Stuart Townend, b. 1963 
Text and tune: © 2003 Thankyou Music (PRS), admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 730027  
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Please Stand 
 

Sermon Reading John 20:1–18 

 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went 

to the tomb. She saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2 So she 

left and ran to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved. “They have 

taken the Lord out of the tomb,” she told them, “and we don’t know where they 

put him!” 
 3 So Peter and the other disciple went out, heading for the tomb. 4 The two were 

running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and got to the tomb 

first. 5 Bending over, he saw the linen cloths lying there, yet he did not go in. 
 6 Then Simon Peter, who was following him, arrived and went into the tomb. He 

saw the linen cloths lying there. 7 The cloth that had been on Jesus’ head was not 

lying with the linen cloths, but was folded up in a separate place by itself. 8 Then 

the other disciple, who arrived at the tomb first, also entered. He saw and be-

lieved. 9 (They still did not yet understand the Scripture that he must rise from the 

dead.) 10 Then the disciples went back to their homes. 
 11 But Mary stood outside facing the tomb, weeping. As she wept, she bent over, 

looking into the tomb. 12 She saw two angels in white clothes sitting where the 

body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and one at the feet. 13 They asked 

her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” 

 She told them, “Because they have taken away my Lord, and I don’t know where 

they have laid him.” 
 14 After she said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, though 

she did not know it was Jesus. 
 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Who are you looking for?” 

 Supposing he was the gardener, she replied, “Sir, if you carried him off, tell me 

where you laid him, and I will get him.” 
 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 

 She turned and replied in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means, “Teacher”). 

The Gospel centers our worship as it shares with us the good news about Christ. 
We stand out of respect for our Savior as we hear about his words and deeds 
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 17 Jesus told her, “Do not continue to cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to 

my Father. But go to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and 

your Father—to my God and your God.’” 
 18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the 

Lord!” She also told them the things he said to her. 
 

The gospel of the Lord 

Praise be to Christ! 
 

Please be seated 

Follow the Breadcrumb Trail of Hope 

Questions to consider while hearing the sermon: 

1. What breadcrumb trail did Jesus leave for his followers Easter morning? 

  

2. Why all the details about linens in the tomb? 

  

3. What’s the problem with breadcrumb trails? What do we really want? 

 

4. In what ways does God leave a breadcrumb trail of hope for us? 

 

5. Even as believers, how do we sometimes act? 

 

6. The breadcrumb trail always leads to the same place. Where? 

  

7. What is our most visible enemy?  

  

8. In what way has Jesus called you by name? 

  

Discussion Questions         (For Theology on Tap) 
1. What kinds of “breadcrumbs” has God placed in your life during difficult times? 

2. Usually “we don’t like crumbs.” Where do you see that attitude in your own life?  

3. In what ways do you tend to rush ahead to conclusions (like Mary or the disciples)? 

Continued on next page 
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4. Why is the resurrection the ultimate “destination” of every breadcrumb trail?  

5. What would it look like to live this week as someone preparing for eternal life, not just             

 managing earthly problems?  

6. Share one promise of God (a “breadcrumb”) you can hold onto together this week.  

7. Share one way you can become a “breadcrumb” of hope for someone else this week. 

 
Please Stand 

This Joyful Eastertide CW 449 sts. 1, Ref 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: George R. Woodward, 1848–1934 Tune: Davids Psalmen, Amsterdam, 1684 Text and tune: Public domain 
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Apostles' Creed 

Living in a world where people believe that the universe was formed through 

chance and accident, what do you believe? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

Living in a world where people are confronted with the guilt and punishment of 

sin, what do you believe Jesus did for you? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried. He  descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the 

dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 

almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Living in a world where people are without hope and certainty, what do you        

believe? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

  
Please be seated 
  

 

Offering 

We collect offerings out of thanks for what God has done for us so that we can support gospel work 
here and around the world. You can give using the envelope provided in your worship folder. You’ll also 
find instructions there for how to give online if you’d prefer. Thank you for supporting our gospel      
ministry! If you are a guest with us don’t feel obligated to contribute. This service is our free gift to you! 

 

Offertory Alleluia, Christ Is Risen (sung by choir) 

 

Christians have used the Apostles’ Creed since the second century to 
unite themselves together and to obey God’s invitation to “confess 
with our mouth and believe with our hearts” (Romans 10:9).  
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Prayer of the Church 

Lord, on this your festive day, with confidence we sing:  

 

 

 
 

Risen Lord, bring resurrection comfort to those who weep. For those who stood 

by the graves of loved ones this past year, show them that you have swallowed up 

death forever. And for all who await a joyful reunion with their loved ones in the 

halls of heaven, we take comfort in this truth: 

♫ He lives to silence all my fears; 

  He lives to wipe away my tears. 

  He lives to calm my troubled heart; 

  He lives all blessings to impart. 

 

Conquering Lord, you are merciful. Show your everlasting kindness to the sick, 

those who suffer and all people according to their need. Grant them healing as 

You will, strength for the day, patience under trials and peace at the last. In their 

Praying the prayer of the church is a time when we 
can pray for people in all kinds of circumstances 
and for the work of God’s church on earth. 
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hour of trial or at their departure from this earthly world, comfort them with this 

truth:  

♫  He lives and grants me daily breath; 

 He lives, and I shall conquer death. 

 He lives my mansion to prepare; 

 He lives to bring me safely there. 

 

Almighty God, time and eternity are Yours. For times of trouble, difficult change, 

or grief of any kind, comfort us with this truth: 

♫  He lives, my kind, wise, heav'nly friend: 

  He lives and loves me to the end. 

  He lives, and while he lives I'll sing; 

  He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King.  

 

God of grace and glory, You have delivered us from sin and brought us to new and 

everlasting life in Your Son. Bring to nothing all the efforts of the enemies of your 

Gospel, and fill the hearts of Your people with peace so that we may sing with 

confidence all our days: 

♫  He lives, all glory to his name! 

  He lives, my Jesus, still the same.  

  Oh, the sweet joy this sentences gives: 

  "I know that my Redeemer lives!"  

 

     I Know that My Redeemer Lives Text: Samuel Medley, 1739–1799, abr. 

         Tune: attr. John C. Hatton, 1710–1793 
         Text and tune: Public domain 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and T  give you peace. 

Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Living Hope by Phil Wickham 
 

The historical “blessing of Aaron” 
(Numbers 6:24-26) has been spoken 
over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  

When Jesus’ disciples asked him how to pray he gave them the 
words of this prayer. (Matt. 6:9-13 and Luke 11:2-4) Since Jesus 
advises we pray this way, we say “The Lord’s Prayer” every Sunday. 
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CHORUS 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Upcoming Services  
New worship series  - You Are My Witness. This series for Easter season focuses on the Acts of 

the Apostles and their witness to the resurrection of Jesus. The witnessing of Christ didn’t stop 
with those initial eyewitnesses. You and I today are called, too, to be witnesses of Christ by 
sharing that testimony and the joy and peace of salvation built on it. 

 
 
Thank you to today’s musicians and vocalists! 

Mark Hennings; piano + trumpet—Gretchen Bassett; piano 
David Dyer; guitar—Sarah Dyer; piano + vocals 
 
 

Easter brunch after worship 
 Plan to stick around after the service today for a FREE potluck brunch even if you weren’t able 

to bring any dish along. We don’t mind at all and hope you can share a joyful Easter meal with 
us! The meal will be served as promptly as possible after the service.  

 
 

Foundations Bible Study 
If you’re interested in membership here at Living Hope, Foundations 
is our “next step” class, but even if you’re not  interested in        
membership, you’ll find it to be a good overview of what God has to 
say to you in his Word. If you’re interested in attending the course 
just check the box on your connection envelope that says “I’d like to 
attend a membership class” in order to jump into a new group class 
or individual class. In-person or online classes are available!  
 
New in-person classes are available on Saturdays at 10:30am at church.  
Online classes are available on Thursdays at 7:30pm. Message pastor for a class link. 
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April Fellowship Outing: Lookouts Baseball—Saturday April 18 @ 6:30PM 

We are heading to the Lookouts’ opening week at their gorgeous new      
stadium on Saturday, April 18th, and we want you there with us. 
It’s going to be a full evening of fun, featuring a pre-game concert to kick off the festivities. 
Cost is $12/ticket. We have currently secured a block of 30 tickets, but since it's opening 
week, they are disappearing fast! If interest exceeds our initial batch, we will do our best 
to snag more, so don't wait.  Want to join the fun? To claim your spot and pay, please call 
or text Carla at (630) 926-1201  
 
 
 

Connection Envelopes 
We’d love to get your valuable feedback on our worship service today. If this is your first time 
at Living Hope we also want the opportunity to give you a gift to say “thanks for being our 
guest!” You can place your connection envelopes in the offering plate as it passes or in the bas-
ket located at the entrance of the sanctuary. Also feel free to just hand it to pastor. 
 

 
 
Members’ Minute 
Birthday Blessings: 
  Tiffany Amerson 4/9 
    Mark Mayer 4/9  
 
  
We pray for the following members, family, and friends 

Lois Thom — Prayers as she has a surgery on her optic nerve and brain this Wednesday 

Leon Gray—Thanksgiving for successful heart surgery last week 

Jean Bogue—Thanksgiving for successful eye surgery last week 
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SMALL GROUPS 
 
 

Living Hope Small Groups 
• Women’s Group — Mondays every other week at 6:45pm (next meeting Mon Apr 6) 
• Men’s Group—Mondays every other week at 7am. (next meeting Mon. Apr 13) 
• Hands of Hope—every other Thursday at 10am. (next meeting on Thurs Apr 9) 
• Life on Mission—next session at church on Wednesday Apr 29 at 7pm 
• Small Catechism Discussion Group—Saturday evenings online weekly at 8pm 
• Theology on Tap—weekly on Tuesday evenings at 7pm  

 
 
 

Women’s Small Group—Monday April 6 @ 6:45PM at church  
This study is a wonderful way to gather in fellowship and grow in your relationship with God 
and others through His Word. Please arrive at 6:45 PM for snacks and fellowship; the study will 
begin at 7:00 PM. (If you had joined us in the past, please note that moving forward we will use 
Living Hope as our consistent location instead of rotating, and we will have snacks in place of a 
full meal.) We will continue our study of In God's Orchard: Cultivating the Fruit of a Spirit-Filled 
Life. Print outs of the lesson will be available for everyone. 
If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to Rachel Frederickson   
 rachel.k.frederickson@gmail.com.  
 
 
 

Living Hope Men’s Group—Monday April 13 @ 7:00AM 
The new Living Hope men’s group will be meeting every other Monday morning at 7am at 
Panera Bread on Gunbarrel Rd. The group will discuss a wide variety of topics that address men 
living as citizens of the kingdom of heaven in a fallen world. Men of all ages are invited. 
Panera Bread—1810 Gunbarrel Road—Chattanooga, TN 37421 

 
 
 

Service Group—“Hands of Hope” - Thursday April 9 @ 10:00AM 
This is a service focused group with members working together to clean and maintain our church 
facilities, as well as supporting other small projects. The group will meet twice a month on Thurs-
day mornings at 10 a.m. (for approximately 2 hours or less) and is open to all members: retired, 
near-retired, or anyone who has free time! This is a budgeted group, so in addition to the work 
time there will be a time of fellowship with lunch provided afterward at a restaurant.  
Contact coordinator: Gretchen Bassett, 423-584-1981 (gretchen.bassett@gmail.com) 
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Life on Mission—Wednesday April 29 @ 7:00PM at church  

"Life on Mission" is a group that will focus on personal witnessing and being an everyday       
missionary. We tend to think of evangelism as something really scary and outside of our com-
fort zone but this group will look to highlight, celebrate, and seize the opportunities that God is     
already placing in front of us every day. The goal is that we will find joy and encouragement as 
we reach out with Christ's light to the people right in our own backyard.  

 
 

 
Small Catechism Discussion—Saturdays @ 8:00PM online  

Our member in Taiwan, Julian Chu, will be facilitating an online discussion group that will work 
through Luther’s Small Catechism. The group will meet online using Facebook Messenger and 
will be using the Luther’s Small Catechism book by Concordia Publishing House. Email Julian for 
a meeting link: julian1991king@gmail.com 
Link for book: https://www.cph.org/luthers-small-catechism-with-explanation-2017-edition 
 
 
 

Theology on Tap—Restarts on Tuesday April 7 @ 7:00PM 
Grab a drink. Grab a bite to eat. Get a taste for good theology and good conversation in a laid 
back setting.  Each week we'll take a deeper look at Sundays sermon content and discuss how 
to apply that message to everyday life.  
 Theology on Tap meets at Lupi’s Pizza in Cambridge Square.  
 9454 Bradmore Ln. Suite 109—Cambridge Square, Ooltewah 
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Pastor Eric Melso 

423-933-2452 

pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 

www.livinghopechatt.com  

              

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HOPE FOR EVERYDAY 

Service Teams — This week 
 Sunday Setup Team—Smith 
 Snack Provider—Easter Potluck 
 Ushers—Gorman, Schulz 

Acolyte—Kamarrion McNabb 

Service Teams — Next week Apr 12 
 Sunday Setup Team—Baggett, Bloedorn 
 Snack Provider—Appugliese, Bogue, Bunting 
 Ushers—Frizzell, Ludwig 

Acolyte—Ben Schulz 


