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We’re so glad you decided to worship with us today. You could have chosen to be anywhere 

this morning, and you chose to spend your time with Living Hope. Thank you! It’s an honor to 

have you here and to have the chance to fill you with hope. Welcome to Living Hope.  

Current Series: New Year. New You.       

The new year is typically a time that we stop and resolve to become a better version of        
ourselves. We get back to the gym, we add more vegetables to the plate, or maybe we plan to 
open the Bible more often. But sometimes even our best resolutions fall flat. 
 
In this upcoming new year, instead of looking at ourselves and our inadequacies, we are going 
to look at Jesus to see how he makes us completely new. He gives us a new identity and even 
empowers us to live a different way. Thankfully, our success has nothing to do with our resolve 
to be better, and everything to do with Jesus’ resolve to live a perfect life as our substitute. 
Join us at Living Hope this new year and see how God has made you new, through Christ. 
 

Today’s Focus: You Are Blessed in All Circumstances 

Being blessed has nothing to do with what you possess. It has nothing to do with your physical 
health. It has nothing to do with how respected you are or how good of relationships you’ve 
surrounded yourself with. It has nothing to do with the amazing places you’ve been able to 
visit and see or the experiences you’ve been able to have in life. None of that determines 
whether or not you are blessed. Being blessed has everything to do with what Jesus tells you it 
means. And by Jesus’ definition you can be blessed in all circumstances, not just when times 
are good, but always. 

 

 

 

 

welcome to 

WORSHIP  

CURRENT SERIES INFO 
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ABOUT LIVING HOPE 

Living Hope Lutheran Church is a brand new mission church on Chattanooga’s east side.  We are funded 

by and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a collection of over 1,300 churches 

across the United States and Canada.   

Living Hope succeeds in its mission when hope forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life.  

For more on our mission, background, and beliefs just visit our website: livinghopechatt.com  

 

ABOUT WORSHIP 

Worship at Living Hope is designed to fill you with hope! The message you hear at Living Hope will cen-

ter you on your Savior, Jesus, and what he's done for you.  Worship isn't just about filling up God with 

praise. Worship is all about God filling you with good news!   

 

We follow a basic order of service, called the liturgy. In the message,  in specially selected Scripture 

readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news 

(gospel) about Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include               

participation of those in attendance.   

• Feel free to get up to use restrooms at any time during the service. 

• Restrooms are located around the corner to your right. 

• A nursery is available for small children out the left-hand side of the worship space. 
Just look for the Kid’s Zone sign just past the info corner by the main entrance. Feel 
free to use that space during worship. The service will be livestreamed into the room. 
The nursery will be staffed during the sermon if parents wish to drop off children. 

• Kid activity bags are available and will be sanitized each week. 

• Please fill out a connection card. It’s our best way to stay in touch with you and thank 
  you for joining us today! You’ll find connection cards on the table at the entrance. 

 

• Everything you need to enjoy today’s worship will be found in this Worship Folder. 
  Songs will also be found on the screen. 

 

Show friends where you are—check in! 

/livinghopechatt 
 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net  A-730027 and CCLI A-21626251 
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OPENING HYMN—May God the Father of Our Lord 
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CALL TO WORSHIP   

Minister:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Congregation:  Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONFESSION + ABSOLUTION  
M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent 

hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful,  

 and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.  

 For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.  

But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray:  

 Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

  
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son as the 
atoning sacrifice for sin. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
  
 

C: Amen  
 

 

 

 

In every worship service we confess 
our sins then cling to the forgiveness 
that Jesus gives us. Confession is called 
the “heartbeat of the Christian.” 

The name of the Triune God and sign of the 
cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 
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 To God Be the Glory CW399 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Lord God, you know that we are surrounded by many dangers and that we often stumble 
and fall. Strengthen us in body and mind, and bring us safely through all   temptations; through 
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 
GOD’S WORD 

 

OLD TESTAMENT Zephaniah 2:3; 3:11-13 

3 Seek the Lord, all you humble of the land, 

    you who do what he commands. 

Seek righteousness, seek humility; 

    perhaps you will be sheltered 

    on the day of the Lord’s anger.  

 11 On that day you, Jerusalem, will not be put to shame 

    for all the wrongs you have done to me, 

because I will remove from you 

    your arrogant boasters. 

Never again will you be haughty 

    on my holy hill. 
12 But I will leave within you 

    the meek and humble. 

The remnant of Israel 

    will trust in the name of the Lord. 
13 They will do no wrong; 

    they will tell no lies. 

A deceitful tongue 

    will not be found in their mouths. 

They will eat and lie down 

    and no one will make them afraid.”       NIV 
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PSALM Psalm 1:1-3 

M: Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked 

C: or stand in the way that sinners take or sit in the company of mockers, 

M: but whose delight is in the law of the Lord, 

C: and who meditates on his law day and night. 

M: That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, 

C: which yields its fruit in season 

M: and whose leaf does not wither— 

C: whatever they do prospers. Amen. 

 
EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 1:26-31 

 

 26 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many 

of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of 

noble birth. 27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God 

chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28 God chose the lowly 

things of this world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify 

the things that are, 29 so that no one may boast before him. 30 It is because of him 

that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our 

righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31 Therefore, as it is written: “Let the one 

who boasts boast in the Lord.”       

           NIV 

 

 

CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE  
Children are invited to come forward into the front row for the children’s message. They will be 
given a special message designed just for them that ties in with the sermon. 
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SERMON HYMN—Be Still, My Soul CW415 
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Please stand 
 

SERMON Matthew 5:1-12 

Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat 
down. His disciples came to him, 2 and he began to teach them. He said: 
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 Blessed are those who mourn, 
    for they will be comforted. 
5 Blessed are the meek, 
    for they will inherit the earth. 
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
    for they will be filled. 
7 Blessed are the merciful, 
    for they will be shown mercy. 
8 Blessed are the pure in heart, 
    for they will see God. 
9 Blessed are the peacemakers, 
    for they will be called children of God. 
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 
    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
11 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say 
all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad,         
because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they        
persecuted the prophets who were before you.    
           NIV 

M: The gospel of our Lord.   
 

C: Praise be to Christ. 
 

Please be seated 

The Gospel centers our worship as it shares with us the good news about Christ. 
We stand out of respect for our Savior as we hear about his words and deeds 
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YOU ARE BLESSED IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES  
 

Questions to consider while hearing the sermon: 
1. For what kind of people was the Greek word “makarios” used for? 

2. What does it mean to be “poor in spirit”? 

3. What are we especially mourning over, as Christians? 

4. How can the meek come to inherit the earth? 

5. How is our hunger for righteousness satisfied? 

6. What does it mean to “show mercy”? 

7. How can we come to have a pure heart? 

8. What kind of peace has Jesus made? 

9. In what way is being persecuted on account of Christ a blessing? 

10. What is the key to fitting the description of a blessed person? 

Sermon notes:              _____________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TRUTH — Being truly “blessed” is possible in Christ alone. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  who was conceived by the Holy  

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried. He  descended into hell. The third day he rose again 

from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God 

the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
 
 

Please be seated 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFERING 
We collect offerings out of thanks for what God has done for us so that we can support gospel 
work here and around the world. You can give using the envelope provided in your worship 
folder. You’ll also find instructions there for how to give online if you’d prefer. Thank you for 
supporting our gospel ministry! If you are a guest with us don’t feel obligated to contribute. 
This service is our free gift to you!   
 
 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of your 
Son, through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy Spirit and 
his working through the means of grace. 

C: Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 

Christians have used the Apostles’ Creed since the second century to 
unite themselves together and to obey God’s invitation to “confess 
with our mouth and believe with our hearts” (Romans 10:9).  

Praying the prayer of the church is a time when we 
can pray for people in all kinds of circumstances 
and for the work of God’s church on earth. 

Please stand 
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M: Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow and 
love toward all may increase. 

C: Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 

M: Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in lives 
of faith. 

C: Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks of life. 

M: Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and 
judge our laws. 

C: Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 

M: Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity. Remember those who suffer 
persecution for the faith. Have mercy on those for whom death draws near. 

C: Grant them your love, and them into your tender care.  

M: We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest from 
their labors. Console those who are mourning or living with sadness. 

C: Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. 

M: Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 

C: Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
 

 

BLESSING 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  

C: AMEN. 

The historical “blessing of Aaron” 
(Numbers 6:24-26) has been spoken 
over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  
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CLOSING SONG—How Firm a Foundation CWS768 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Upcoming services 
Join Living Hope in January as we continue our “New Year, New You” series. We will concen-
trate on the many ways God has changed us for the better, no matter how well our New Year’s 
resolutions go. Next week, see that you are “set free.” 

 
 
 

Sunday Study and Sunday School—resumes Sunday February 5 
Sunday study for adults and Sunday school for children is on break for one more week. Next 
Sunday, adult Bible study will begin a course called “The Beauty Behind the Veil” after worship. 
This course will look at how Christ is communicated “indirectly” in the Bible and why that kind 
of communication is so powerful.  
 
 
 

Every Member Visits with Pastor  
Sign up for your visit with Pastor Eric. These member visits are a great time to have a “spiritual 
check-up” just like you would do for your physical health. It’s also a great chance for pastor to 
hear more of your feedback and input on our ministry as well as go over some of the new 
things coming up in our ministry plan. These visits can be done in the comfort of your own 
home or you can meet pastor at church if you’d prefer.   
Sign up for a visit slot out on the bulletin board at church. A digital sign-up will also be made 
available shortly. 

 
 
 

Kid bags 
If you could kindly return the children’s activity bags we’d appreciate it. We’ll use them for 
future services. Thank you! 
 
 

PERFORMED BY FIDE 
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Foundations Bible Study 
If you’re interested in membership here at Living Hope, Foundations is 
our “next step” class, but even if you’re not interested in membership 
you’ll find it to be a good overview of what God has to say to you in 
his Word. If you’re interested in attending the course just check the 
box on your connection envelope that says “I’d like to attend a    
membership class” in order to jump into a new class in 2023.  
 
 
 

Connection Envelopes 
We’d love to get your valuable feedback on our worship service today. If this is your first time 
at Living Hope we also want the opportunity to give you a gift to say “thanks for being our 
guest!” You can place your connection envelopes in the offering plate as it passes or in the 
basket located at the entrance of the sanctuary. Also feel free to just hand it to pastor. 

 
 

 

Members’ Minute 
Birthday Blessings: 
Jim Smith—January 30 
Roger Grimm—February 1 
Robbin Lundquist—February 1 
 
We pray for the following members, family, and friends:  

- Keegan, a friend of the Harr family, whose father suddenly passed away. 
- Sandra Collins, recovering from a fainting episode and a concussion. 
- Don and Kelly Dillard and family—Don’s brother Mike passed away this week after a battle 
with cancer and Don’s sister, Jean, is battling stage 4 pancreatic cancer. 
  

 
Service Teams — Today 
 Sunday Setup Team—Thoms 
 Snack Provider—Thoms 

Ushers—Ken Bassett, Bob Gorman 
Acolyte—Kagon Talley 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Pastor Eric Melso 

423-933-2452 

pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 

www.livinghopechatt.com  

          /livinghopechatt 

@livinghopechatt HOPE for everyday! 

Service Teams — February 5 
 Setup Team—Bassetts 
 Snack Provider—Amerson, Melso 

Ushers—Beckman, Gorman 
Acolyte—Gabe Amerson 


