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We’re so glad you decided to worship with us today. You could have chosen to be anywhere 

this morning, and you chose to spend your time with Living Hope. Thank you! It’s an honor to 

have you here and to have the chance to fill you with hope. Welcome to Living Hope.  

Current Series: Priorities Re-examined          

This series will ask some piercing questions to get us thinking about meaning, purpose, and 

what we are prioritizing in our lives. Most importantly, we also get to see the great priority that 

our gracious God places upon us and our salvation. 

 
 
 

Today’s Focus: Service with an Eye to the Sky 

As we conclude our series on re-examining our priorities, it’s fitting that we talk about how to 

prioritize our lives in light of this knowledge we have: the knowledge that there is more life to 

come. The Last Day is also the First Day of eternal glory for those who are in Christ. It’s          

naturally going to be a priority of every Christian to be ready for that Last Day, or to be ready 

for our last day when death ushers us into eternal life. Jesus teaches us to perform our service 

in this world and in his kingdom with an eye to the sky, expecting the return of our Master. 

 

welcome to 

WORSHIP  

CURRENT SERIES INFO 
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ABOUT LIVING HOPE 

Living Hope Lutheran Church is a brand new mission church on Chattanooga’s east side.  We are funded 

by and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a collection of over 1,300 churches 

across the United States and Canada.   

Living Hope succeeds in its mission when hope forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life.  

For more on our mission, background, and beliefs just visit our website: livinghopechatt.com  

 

ABOUT WORSHIP 

Worship at Living Hope is designed to fill you with hope! The message you hear at Living Hope will cen-

ter you on your Savior, Jesus, and what he's done for you.  Worship isn't just about filling up God with 

praise. Worship is all about God filling you with good news!   

 

We follow a basic order of service, called the liturgy. In the message,  in specially selected Scripture 

readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news 

(gospel) about Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include               

participation of those in attendance.   

• Feel free to get up to use restrooms at any time during the service. 

• Restrooms are located around the corner to your right. 

• A nursery is available for small children out the left-hand side of the worship space. 
Just look for the Kid’s Zone sign just past the info corner by the main entrance. Feel 
free to use that space during worship. The service will be livestreamed into the room. 
The nursery will be staffed during the sermon if parents wish to drop off children. 

• Kid activity bags are available and will be sanitized each week. 

• Please fill out a connection card. It’s our best way to stay in touch with you and thank 
  you for joining us today! You’ll find connection cards on the table at the entrance. 

 

• Everything you need to enjoy today’s worship will be found in this Worship Folder. 
  Songs will also be found on the screen. 

 

Show friends where you are—check in! 

/livinghopechatt 
 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net  A-730027  
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Verse 1—Verse 2—Chorus—Verse 3—Chorus—Verse 4—Chorus—Bridgex2 

BY NORTHPOINT WORSHIP OPENING SONG—Death Was Arrested 

CHORUS 
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CALL TO WORSHIP   

Minister:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Congregation:  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONFESSION + ABSOLUTION  
M: If we claim to be without sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

C: If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify 

us from all unrighteousness.      (1 John 1:8,9) 

M: Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

C: Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature  
 and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. 

I have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should. 
I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 

But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins with his holy life and innocent death. 
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

  
M: Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus 
Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.     
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen  

The name of the Triune God and sign of the 
cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 
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I Pray Lord, Come 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Lord God Almighty, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit that we may 
always look forward to the end of this present evil age and to the day of your righteous judg-
ment. Keep us steadfast in true and living faith and present us at last holy and blameless before 
you; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  

 

C: Amen. 

 

GOD’S WORD 
 
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT Zephaniah 1:10-14a 

10 “On that day,” declares the Lord,  

“a cry will go up from the Fish Gate, wailing from the New Quarter,  

and a loud crash from the hills.  
11 Wail, you who live in the market district; all your merchants will be wiped out,  

all who trade with silver will be destroyed.  
12 At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps  

and punish those who are complacent, who are like wine left on its dregs,  

who think, ‘The Lord will do nothing, either good or bad.’  
13 Their wealth will be plundered, their houses demolished.  

Though they build houses, they will not live in them;  

though they plant vineyards, they will not drink the wine.”  

14 The great day of the Lord is near— near and coming quickly.  

              NIV 
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EPISTLE Hebrews 11:8-16 

 

8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his 

inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was     

going. 9 By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a     

foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with 

him of the same promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city with        

foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 11 And by faith even Sarah, who 

was past childbearing age, was enabled to bear children because she considered 

him faithful who had made the promise. 12 And so from this one man, and he as 

good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as 

countless as the sand on the seashore.  

13 All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not     

receive the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a 

distance, admitting that they were foreigners and strangers on earth. 14 People 

who say such things show that they are looking for a country of their own. 15 If 

they had been thinking of the country they had left, they would have had        

opportunity to return. 16 Instead, they were longing for a better country—a 

heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has 

prepared a city for them.  

           NIV 
 

 

 

CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE  
Children are invited to come forward to the front for the children’s message. They will be given 
a special message designed just for them that ties in with the sermon. 
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SERMON HYMN—Jesus, Lead Us On CW422 



10 

 

 
 
Please stand 
 

 

SERMON Luke 12:35-40 
35 “Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, 36 like      

servants waiting for their master to return from a wedding banquet, so 

that when he comes and knocks they can immediately open the door for 

him. 37 It will be good for those servants whose master finds them watching 

when he comes. Truly I tell you, he will dress himself to serve, will have 

them recline at the table and will come and wait on them. 38 It will be good 

for those servants whose master finds them ready, even if he comes in the 

middle of the night or toward daybreak. 39 But understand this: If the   

owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he 

would not have let his house be broken into. 40 You also must be ready,   

because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect 

him.” 

           NIV 

M: The gospel of our Lord.   

C: Praise be to Christ.  

 

Please be seated 

 
 
 
 
 

The Gospel centers our worship as it shares with us the good news about Christ. 
We stand out of respect for our Savior as we hear about his words and deeds 
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SERVICE WITH AN EYE TO THE SKY  
 

Questions to consider while hearing the sermon: 
1. What are the two pitfalls that people fall into with the End Times and the Last Day? 

2. What’s the first challenge we have in getting ready for the Last Day? 

3. How can we be ready? What does it look like to be ready according to Jesus here? 

4. What is the hardest part of staying ready for the Last Day and Jesus’ return? 

5. What alone will keep us watchful and ready for the Last Day? 

6.  How does our Master, Jesus, flip the script when he returns to us, his servants? 

7. What does “faithful service with an eye to the sky” look like? 

8. How does the timeline of my eternal inheritance change the way I operate in my 
brief time within the earth’s timeline? 

Discussion questions:            (for Theology on Tap) 
 
1. Name one fear you have about the Last Day. Name one joy you look forward to about the Last Day. 

2. Name an interpretation of the End Times that you’ve heard. What do you think might be the issue 
with that interpretation?  

3. Name some examples of faithfully carrying out our earthly vocations here as we wait on Jesus’ to 
return.  

4. This week, what are you going to do to gird yourself up for service? This week, how are you going to 
keep your lamp burning? 

   

 

TRUTH — We stand ready and serve here on earth with an eye to the sky, knowing our 
Master who has served us is coming back to serve us again with the banquet of heaven. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  who was conceived by the Holy  Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried. He  descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He         

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the         

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

Please be seated 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFERING 
We collect offerings out of thanks for what God has done for us so that we can support gospel 
work here and around the world. You can give using the envelope provided in your worship fold-
er. You’ll also find instructions there for how to give online if you’d prefer. Thank you for sup-
porting our gospel ministry! If you are a guest with us don’t feel obligated to contribute. This 
service is our free gift to you!   
 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

M: O Lord, our God, you are wise and powerful, good and gracious. Your mercies are new every 

morning. Each day you open your hand and provide for the needs of your children on earth. 

C: We praise you for every grace and blessing. 

M: Strengthen your Church in all the world. Let your comforting message of salvation in Christ 

Jesus be proclaimed to troubled souls everywhere. 

C: Use our ministries and offerings to extend your healing and hope. 

M: We bring you our requests for the various structures of our society. Bless our national, state, 

and local governments. 

Christians have used the Apostles’ Creed since the second century to 
unite themselves together and to obey God’s invitation to “confess 
with our mouth and believe with our hearts” (Romans 10:9).  
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C: Grant us civil servants who are worthy of honor and respect. 

M: Grant prosperity to our businesses and industries. Give employers a sense of fairness toward 

their workers, and employees a feeling of joy and pride in their workmanship. 

C: Help us find satisfaction in all work well done. 

M: Invigorate the schools of our land. Give success to every effort that helps students read, 

think, and communicate in ways that will promote an informed and responsible citizenry. 

Arouse curious minds to discover the wonders of your created order. 

C: Give us teachers and students who pursue excellence. 

M: Strengthen the families of our country. Give fathers and mothers a renewed commitment to 

be good parents. Give children and young people the wisdom to regard their parents as your 

representatives. 

C: Lead us to love one another as you have loved us. 

M: Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the confidence that you will hear and 

with the faith that you will respond for our welfare. 

C: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 

those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 

 

BLESSING 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.   

C: AMEN. 
 
 

The historical “blessing of Aaron” 
(Numbers 6:24-26) has been spoken 
over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Upcoming services 
Join Living Hope next Sunday as we begin a new 2-part series on the book of Philemon. Paul’s 
letter to Philemon asking him to release his slave, Onesimus, is a crash course in gospel         
motivation. Paul uses the love of Christ to encourage a loving course of action. 

 
 
 

Sunday Study and Sunday School—Today at @ 11:20 AM 
Sunday study for adults and Sunday school for children starts at 11:20. The adults will continue 
a study on Romans 1-8 called “The X Factor” by the coffee bar and the children will meet in the 
Kids Zone classroom. 

 
 

Oktoberfest Event—Saturday October 15th 12:00PM—4:00PM 
Living Hope is hosting its first ever Oktoberfest event on site 
here at church. Plan to stop in for a smoked brat lunch, some 
member-brewed beer, and plenty of fun games for kids and 
adults alike. We’ll also be renting a bounce house so invite all 
your neighbors and friends to join us for this outreach and 
fellowship event! Sign up at the bulletin board to help out! 
 
 
 

Theology on Tap—Tuesday September 20 @ 7:00PM 
Grab a drink. Grab a bite to eat. Get a taste for good theology and good conversation in a laid 
back setting.  Each week we'll take a deeper look at Sundays sermon content and discuss how 
to apply that message to everyday life.  
 
Theology on Tap meets at Lupi’s Pizza in Cambridge Square.  
9454 Bradmore Ln. Suite 109—Cambridge Square, Ooltewah 

 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to today’s musicians and vocalists! 
 Jess + Mitchell Beckman 

 
 
 
 
 

Connection Envelopes 
We’d love to get your valuable feedback on our worship service today. If this is your first time 
at Living Hope we also want the opportunity to give you a gift to say “thanks for being our 
guest!” You can place your connection envelopes in the offering plate as it passes or in the 
basket located at the entrance of the sanctuary. Also feel free to just hand it to pastor. 
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Foundations Bible Study 
We all want answers to life’s biggest questions. But the process for 
finding them often seems a bit intimidating. Where do I even start? 
How do I read the Bible? Will I even understand it? There’s no 
better place to start than by jumping into a Foundations Class. If 
you’re interested in membership here at Living Hope this is our 
“next step” class, but even if you’re not interested in membership 
you’ll find it to be a good overview of what God has to say to you in 
his Word.  
If you’re interested in attending the course just check the box on your connection envelope 
that says “I’d like to attend a membership class.” Class times are flexible and can be done in 
small groups or one-on-one with pastor. 
 
 
 

Members’ Minute 
Birthday Blessings: 
Lois Thom will celebrate her birthday on Wednesday, September 28th. Dee Butcher [Smith] 
will celebrate her birthday the day after on Thursday, September 29th. Happy birthday to 
you both! 
We pray for the following members who are having health issues or recovering: 
We are praying for Terry Pearce who is receiving hospice care. Sherry Cheaves, friend of the 
Falls family who is still in the hospital after heart surgery on August 9th . Lois Thom, recover-
ing at home from surgery. Jean Bogue’s brother Bob Dretske recovering from a stroke and 
recent heart surgery. Eric Marshall’s mother who is in the hospital after a brain bleed and 
stroke. 
 

 
Service Teams — Today 
 Sunday Setup Team— Grimms + Melody Meyer 
 Snack Provider— Rick Falls 

Ushers—Chris Douglas, Don McCary 
Acolyte—Lydia Dyer 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Pastor Eric Melso 

423-933-2452 

pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 

www.livinghopechatt.com  

 /livinghopechatt 

 @livinghopechatt HOPE for everyday! 

Service Teams — Next week September 25  
 Sunday Setup Team— Don McCary, Jim Smith 
 Snack Provider— Dee Smith 

Ushers—Bob Gorman, Jim Smith 
Acolyte—Emi Ludwig 


