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We’re so glad you decided to worship with us today. You could have chosen to be anywhere 

this morning, and you chose to spend your time with Living Hope. Thank you! It’s an honor to 

have you here and to have the chance to fill you with hope. Welcome to Living Hope.  

Current Series: Philemon—For Love’s Sake         

The apostle Paul’s letter to Philemon, may be small but it packs a punch. This little one-chapter 

letter contains one of the most striking portraits of the gospel you’ll ever read.  Paul uses the 

love of Christ to encourage a loving and unexpected course of action. He appeals to Philemon 

to receive back and forgive his runaway slave, Onesimus...for love’s sake. 

 
 
 

Today’s Focus: Refresh Hearts In Christ 

As God’s people we are determined to refresh the hearts of others as God has refreshed us. He 

has refreshed us with a love that “stands in the gap” and a love that “goes above and beyond.” 

As the book of Philemon shows us that kind of love in action among Christians, we also seek to 

refresh others around us who feel wilted or worn down.  

welcome to 

WORSHIP  

CURRENT SERIES INFO 
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ABOUT LIVING HOPE 

Living Hope Lutheran Church is a brand new mission church on Chattanooga’s east side.  We are funded 

by and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a collection of over 1,300 churches 

across the United States and Canada.   

Living Hope succeeds in its mission when hope forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life.  

For more on our mission, background, and beliefs just visit our website: livinghopechatt.com  

 

ABOUT WORSHIP 

Worship at Living Hope is designed to fill you with hope! The message you hear at Living Hope will cen-

ter you on your Savior, Jesus, and what he's done for you.  Worship isn't just about filling up God with 

praise. Worship is all about God filling you with good news!   

 

We follow a basic order of service, called the liturgy. In the message,  in specially selected Scripture 

readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news 

(gospel) about Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include               

participation of those in attendance.   

• Feel free to get up to use restrooms at any time during the service. 

• Restrooms are located around the corner to your right. 

• A nursery is available for small children out the left-hand side of the worship space. 
Just look for the Kid’s Zone sign just past the info corner by the main entrance. Feel 
free to use that space during worship. The service will be livestreamed into the room. 
The nursery will be staffed during the sermon if parents wish to drop off children. 

• Kid activity bags are available and will be sanitized each week. 

• Please fill out a connection card. It’s our best way to stay in touch with you and thank 
  you for joining us today! You’ll find connection cards on the table at the entrance. 

 

• Everything you need to enjoy today’s worship will be found in this Worship Folder. 
  Songs will also be found on the screen. 

 

Show friends where you are—check in! 

/livinghopechatt 
 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net  A-730027  



4 

 

 
OPENING SONG—Blessed Jesus, at Your Word CW221 

ARRANGED BY FIDE 
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CALL TO WORSHIP   

Minister:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Congregation:  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CONFESSION + ABSOLUTION  
M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him 

in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. 

 For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 

 For sins of habit and sins of choice, 

 For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 

You should cast me away from your presence forever. 

O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

 

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made 

us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ 

through his called servant. 

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

In every worship service we confess 
our sins then cling to the forgiveness 
that Jesus gives us. Confession is called 
the “heartbeat of the Christian.” 

The name of the Triune God and sign of the 
cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 
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To God Be the Glory CW399 



7 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and because it 
cannot continue in safety without your help, protect and govern it always by your  
goodness; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  

C: Amen. 

GOD’S WORD 
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT Genesis 33:1-12 

Jacob looked up and there was Esau, coming with his four hundred men; so he 
divided the children among Leah, Rachel and the two female servants. 2 He put 
the female  servants and their children in front, Leah and her children next, and 
Rachel and Joseph in the rear. 3 He himself went on ahead and bowed down to 
the ground seven times as he approached his brother. 

4 But Esau ran to meet Jacob and embraced him; he threw his arms around his 
neck and kissed him. And they wept. 5 Then Esau looked up and saw the women 
and children. “Who are these with you?” he asked. 

Jacob answered, “They are the children God has graciously given your servant.” 

6 Then the female servants and their children approached and bowed 
down. 7 Next, Leah and her children came and bowed down. Last of all came    
Joseph and Rachel, and they too bowed down. 

8 Esau asked, “What’s the meaning of all these flocks and herds I met?” 

“To find favor in your eyes, my lord,” he said. 

9 But Esau said, “I already have plenty, my brother. Keep what you have for    
yourself.” 

10 “No, please!” said Jacob. “If I have found favor in your eyes, accept this 
gift from me. For to see your face is like seeing the face of God, now that you 
have received me favorably. 11 Please accept the present that was brought to 



8 

 

you, for God has been gracious to me and I have all I need.” And because Jacob 
insisted, Esau accepted it. 

12 Then Esau said, “Let us be on our way; I’ll accompany you.”      NIV 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Please stand 
 
 
GOSPEL Matthew 18:21-22 

 

21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I 
forgive my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?” 

22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven 
times.           

           NIV 

M: The gospel of our Lord.   

C: Praise be to Christ.  

 

Please be seated 
 

 

 

 

CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE  
Children are invited to come forward to the front for the children’s message. They will be given 
a special message designed just for them that ties in with the sermon. 

 
 

The Gospel centers our worship as it shares with us the good news about Christ. 
We stand out of respect for our Savior as we hear about his words and deeds 
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SERMON HYMN—Not Unto Us CW392 
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SERMON Philemon 1, 7-25 
1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 

To Philemon our dear friend and fellow worker— 

7 Your love has given me great joy and encouragement, because you, brother, 
have refreshed the hearts of the Lord’s people. 

8 Therefore, although in Christ I could be bold and order you to do what you 
ought to do, 9 yet I prefer to appeal to you on the basis of love. It is as none    
other than Paul—an old man and now also a prisoner of Christ Jesus— 10 that I 
appeal to you for my son Onesimus, who became my son while I was in chains. 
11 Formerly he was useless to you, but now he has become useful both to you 
and to me. 

12 I am sending him—who is my very heart—back to you. 13 I would have liked to 
keep him with me so that he could take your place in helping me while I am in 
chains for the gospel. 14 But I did not want to do anything without your consent, 
so that any favor you do would not seem forced but would be voluntary. 
15 Perhaps the reason he was separated from you for a little while was that you 
might have him back forever— 16 no longer as a slave, but better than a slave, as 
a dear brother. He is very dear to me but even dearer to you, both as a fellow 
man and as a brother in the Lord. 

17 So if you consider me a partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 18 If 
he has done you any wrong or owes you anything, charge it to me. 19 I, Paul, am 
writing this with my own hand. I will pay it back—not to mention that you owe 
me your very self. 20 I do wish, brother, that I may have some benefit from you in 
the Lord; refresh my heart in Christ. 21 Confident of your obedience, I write to 
you, knowing that you will do even more than I ask. 

22 And one thing more: Prepare a guest room for me, because I hope to 
be restored to you in answer to your prayers. 

23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends you greetings. 24 And so do 
Mark, Aristarchus, Demas and Luke, my fellow workers. 

25 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.   NIV 
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REFRESH HEARTS IN CHRIST 
 

Questions to consider while hearing the sermon: 
1. What kind of things might help a person feel “refreshed”? 

2. This account shows 2 examples of refreshing a heart: 

 1. Hearts can be refreshed with love that _______________________________. 

 2. Hearts can be refreshed with love that _______________________________. 

3. What does the name Onesimus mean? What does the name Philemon mean? 

4. In what ways do I fail to live up to my name? 

5. What does Paul do here that is a portrait of what Christ has done for us? 

6. What does Jesus do to appeal for us before the Father? 

7. What is likely meant by Paul saying, “I know you will do even more than I ask” 

8. In what ways has God shown over and above love to us? 

Discussion questions:            (for Theology on Tap) 
 

1. Name some things that bring you “refreshment” in life.  

2. React to this statement: If we want to enact a deeper and more lasting change then we need to  
refresh hearts in Christ instead of trying to change hearts through societal, political policies. 

3. Name some ways that you have now become “useful” to the Lord, whereas before coming to faith 
you were “useless.” 

4. List some practical life examples of how you can show love that “stands in the gap” for someone. 
Then list some practical examples of how you can show love that “goes above and beyond.” 

5. Look up the meaning of your name. How might you live up to your name this week as a Christian? 

 

TRUTH — Christ stands in the gap for you with a love that goes above and beyond. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

M: Living in a world where people believe that the universe was formed through chance 

and accident, what do you believe? 
 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

M: Living in a world where people are confronted with the guilt and punishment of sin, 

what do you believe Jesus did for you? 
 

C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  who was conceived by the Holy  

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried. He  descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

M: Living in a world where people are without hope and certainty, what do you believe? 
 

C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the         
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen  

 

Please be seated 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFERING 
We collect offerings out of thanks for what God has done for us so that we can support gospel 
work here and around the world. You can give using the envelope provided in your worship fold-
er. You’ll also find instructions there for how to give online if you’d prefer. Thank you for sup-
porting our gospel ministry! If you are a guest with us don’t feel obligated to contribute. This 
service is our free gift to you!   
 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

M: Almighty and eternal God, you have shown your glory to all nations in Jesus Christ. Guide the 

work of the Church. Help it to persevere in faith, proclaim your Word, and bring salvation to 

people everywhere. Lord, in your mercy, 

Christians have used the Apostles’ Creed since the second century to 
unite themselves together and to obey God’s invitation to “confess 
with our mouth and believe with our hearts” (Romans 10:9).  
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C: Hear our prayer. 

M: Almighty and eternal God, your Spirit guides the Church and makes it holy. Strengthen and 

uphold all who serve you and your people. Keep them in health and safety for the good of the 

Church. Help each of us to do faithfully the work to which you have called us. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

M: Almighty and eternal God, enable those who do not acknowledge Christ to receive the truth 

of the gospel. Help us, your Church, to grow in love for you and for one another, so that we be-

come more perfect witnesses of your love for all people. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

M: Almighty and eternal God, graciously direct those who have been set in positions of authority 

among us, so that people everywhere may enjoy justice, peace, freedom, and a share in the 

goodness of your creation. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

M: Almighty and eternal God, you give strength to the weary and new courage to those who have 

lost heart. In your mercy hear the prayers of all who call on you in any trouble, that they may 

have the joy of receiving your help in their need. We ask this through Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 

those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

BLESSING 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.   

C: AMEN. 

The historical “blessing of Aaron” 
(Numbers 6:24-26) has been spoken 
over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  
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CLOSING SONG—Go, My Children, With My Blessing CW332 

ARRANGED BY KOINE 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Upcoming services 
Join Living Hope next Sunday as we begin a new  series called “Lord Increase Our Faith.” We 
sometimes use the word faith very casually. But Jesus’ words about faith are serious and com-
pelling. They force us to consider what true, saving faith is. They make us ask if we have such 
faith. But most of all, Jesus’ words move us to run to our God and beg him for more of it. Lord, 
increase our faith!  
 

 

Sunday Study and Sunday School—Today at @ 11:20 AM 
Sunday study for adults and Sunday school for children starts at 11:20. The adults will continue 
a study on Romans 1-8 called “The X Factor” by the coffee bar and the children will meet in the 
Kids Zone classroom. 
 

We’ll begin a new study focusing on Martin Luther starting Sunday October 16. We’ll watch 
portions of the 2003 movie “Luther” and have some discussion after each viewing. 

 
 

Oktoberfest Event—Saturday October 15th 12:00PM—4:00PM 
Living Hope is hosting its first ever Oktoberfest event on site here at church. Plan to stop in for 
a smoked brat lunch, some member-brewed beer, and plenty of fun games for kids and adults 
alike. We’ll also be renting a bounce house so invite all your neighbors and friends to join us 
for this outreach and fellowship event! Sign up at the bulletin board to help out! 
 
 

Theology on Tap—Tuesday October 4 @ 7:00PM 
Grab a drink. Grab a bite to eat. Get a taste for good theology and good conversation in a laid 
back setting.  Each week we'll take a deeper look at Sundays sermon content and discuss how 
to apply that message to everyday life. Theology on Tap meets at Lupi’s Pizza in Cambridge 
Square. 9454 Bradmore Ln. Suite 109—Cambridge Square, Ooltewah 

 
 
 

Neighborhood Canvass—Saturday October 8 @10:00AM 
 After handing out 500+ invites to our Oktoberfest at the Mapco gas give-away 2 weeks ago, we 

still have some postcards to post on doors in the area. Please consider coming this Saturday to 
help hand out those invites in our community. We will meet at church and head out after 
some brief instructions. 

 
 

Connection Envelopes 
We’d love to get your valuable feedback on our worship service today. If this is your first time 
at Living Hope we also want the opportunity to give you a gift to say “thanks for being our 
guest!” You can place your connection envelopes in the offering plate as it passes or in the 
basket located at the entrance of the sanctuary. Also feel free to just hand it to pastor. 
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Guest Pastor Next Week—Sunday October 9 
Next Sunday pastor will be conducting an Everyone Outreach workshop at Living Word, John-
son City on Saturday and Sunday. Retired Pastor Larry Zahn from Crossville will be filling in. 
 
 

Foundations Bible Study 
If you’re interested in membership here at Living Hope, Foundations is our “next step” class, 
but even if you’re not interested in membership you’ll find it to be a good overview of what 
God has to say to you in his Word.  
If you’re interested in attending the course just check the box on your connection envelope 
that says “I’d like to attend a membership class.” Class times are flexible and can be done in 
small groups or one-on-one with pastor. 
 
 

Members’ Minute 
Birthday Blessings: 
We rejoice with Christine Douglas and family—Grace Renee was born early Friday morning 
September 30th! Grace and Christine are both doing well.  
Lois Thom celebrated her birthday on Wednesday, September 28th. Dee Butcher [Smith] cel-
ebrate her birthday on Thursday, September 29th. 
We pray for the following members who are having health issues or recovering: 
We are praying for Ted and Claudia Bunting. Ted’s father, Ted Sr., went home to heaven 
Wednesday morning September 28th. We also pray for Jennifer Falls’ brother, Kevin Percy 
and his family who are dealing with devastating flooding where they live in New Smyrna 
Beach, FL. 
 

 
Service Teams — Today 
 Sunday Setup Team— Bassetts 
 Snack Provider— Jennifer Melso 

Ushers—Ben Mattson, Brad Thom 
Acolyte—Dagon Talley 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Pastor Eric Melso 

423-933-2452 

pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 

www.livinghopechatt.com  

 /livinghopechatt 

 @livinghopechatt HOPE for everyday! 

Service Teams — Next week October 9 
 Sunday Setup Team— Snyders 
 Snack Provider— Don McCary 

Ushers—Michael Ludwig, Ron Tarkowski 
Acolyte—Gabe Amerson 


