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We’re so glad you decided to worship with us today. You could have chosen to be anywhere 

this morning, and you chose to spend your time with Living Hope. Thank you! It’s an honor to 

have you here and to have the chance to fill you with hope. Welcome to Living Hope.  

Current Series: Lord, Increase Our Faith         

We sometimes use the word “faith” very casually. But Jesus’ words about faith are serious and 

compelling. They force us to consider what true, saving faith is. They make us ask if we have 

such faith. But most of all, Jesus’ words move us to run to our God and beg him for more of it. 

Lord, increase our faith!  

 
 

Today’s Focus: Faith that Struggles with God 

In the story of Jacob wrestling with God today we see that God isn’t afraid to get down in the 

dirt with us and let us struggle with him. He doesn’t back down from stepping into the ring 

with us in order to show us the answers our struggling hearts need. His goal is to cause us to 

trust in his promises and cling to his mercy ever tighter, just like Jacob cried out, “I will not let 

you go unless you bless me.”  Jacob’s audacity is answered with the even bigger audacity of 

God’s grace—giving him the blessing that was promised. 

We’re about to find out that God is actually the one who has said, “I will not let go of you until I 

give you exactly what I’ve promised.”  

 

welcome to 

WORSHIP  

CURRENT SERIES INFO 
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ABOUT LIVING HOPE 

Living Hope Lutheran Church is a brand new mission church on Chattanooga’s east side.  We are funded 

by and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a collection of over 1,300 churches 

across the United States and Canada.   

Living Hope succeeds in its mission when hope forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life.  

For more on our mission, background, and beliefs just visit our website: livinghopechatt.com  

 

ABOUT WORSHIP 

Worship at Living Hope is designed to fill you with hope! The message you hear at Living Hope will cen-

ter you on your Savior, Jesus, and what he's done for you.  Worship isn't just about filling up God with 

praise. Worship is all about God filling you with good news!   

 

We follow a basic order of service, called the liturgy. In the message,  in specially selected Scripture 

readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news 

(gospel) about Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include               

participation of those in attendance.   

• Feel free to get up to use restrooms at any time during the service. 

• Restrooms are located around the corner to your right. 

• A nursery is available for small children out the left-hand side of the worship space. 
Just look for the Kid’s Zone sign just past the info corner by the main entrance. Feel 
free to use that space during worship. The service will be livestreamed into the room. 
The nursery will be staffed during the sermon if parents wish to drop off children. 

• Kid activity bags are available and will be sanitized each week. 

• Please fill out a connection card. It’s our best way to stay in touch with you and thank 
  you for joining us today! You’ll find connection cards on the table at the entrance. 

 

• Everything you need to enjoy today’s worship will be found in this Worship Folder. 
  Songs will also be found on the screen. 

 

Show friends where you are—check in! 

/livinghopechatt 
 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net  A-730027 and CCLI A-21626251  
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VERSE 1+2—REFRAIN—VERSE 3 + 4—REFRAIN—VERSE 5—REFRAIN 
 

BY KEITH + KRISTYN GETTY 

OPENING SONG—By Faith 
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CALL TO WORSHIP   

Minister:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Congregation:  Amen. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

CONFESSION + ABSOLUTION  

M:  Let us confess our sins to the Lord.  
 

C:  Almighty God, merciful Father, I, a troubled and repentant sinner, 

confess that I have sinned against you in my thoughts, my words, and my actions.  

I have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should.  

I am distressed by the sins that trouble me and am deeply sorry for them.  
 

M:  Jesus’ death paid for the guilt of your sins and the sins of the whole world.  

 He said to his people, “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven.”  

 Because of the promise of our Savior Jesus, I forgive you all your sins.  

 Be assured that you are a dear child of God and an heir of eternal life!  

C:  Amen.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

In every worship service we confess 
our sins then cling to the forgiveness 
that Jesus gives us. Confession is called 
the “heartbeat of the Christian.” 

The name of the Triune God and sign of the 
cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 



6 

 

 
 
 

Verse 1 
O God, you are my God, for you I long; for you my soul is thirsting. 
My body pines for you like a dry weary land without water. 
So I gaze on you in the sanctuary to see your strength and your glory.  REFRAIN 
 
Verse 2 
For your love is better than life, my lips will speak your praise. 
So I will bless you all my life, in your name I will lift up my hands. 
My soul shall be filled as with a banquet, my mouth shall praise you with joy. REFRAIN 
 
Verse 3 
On my bed I remember you. On you I muse through the night; 
For you have been my help; in the shadow of your wings I rejoice. 
My soul clings to you; your right hand holds me fast. REFRAIN 
 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Lord, keep your household, the Church, in continual godliness and set us free from 
all adversities that, under your protection, we may serve you with true devotion and 
holy deeds; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  C: Amen. 
 

In the Morning I Will Sing Psalm 63 
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GOD’S WORD 
 
 

EPISTLE 1 John 5:13-15 

13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that 
you may know that you have eternal life. 14 This is the confidence we have in 
approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 
15 And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we have 
what we asked of him.          

                  NIV 

 

PSALM Psalm 121 

M: I lift up my eyes to the mountains— 

C:   where does my help come from? 

My help comes from the Lord, 

    the Maker of heaven and earth. 

He will not let your foot slip— 

    he who watches over you will not slumber; 

indeed, he who watches over Israel 

    will neither slumber nor sleep. 

The Lord watches over you— 

    the Lord is your shade at your right hand; 

the sun will not harm you by day, 

    nor the moon by night. 

The Lord will keep you from all harm— 

    he will watch over your life; 

the Lord will watch over your coming and going 

    both now and forevermore. 
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Please stand 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL Luke 18:1-8 

 

Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and 

not give up. 2 He said: “In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God 

nor cared what people thought. 3 And there was a widow in that town who kept    

coming to him with the plea, ‘Grant me justice against my adversary.’ 

4 “For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, ‘Even though I don’t fear 

God or care what people think, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see 

that she gets justice, so that she won’t eventually come and attack me!’” 

6 And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 And will not God bring 

about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep 

putting them off? 8 I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, 

when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?”   NIV 

 

 

M: The gospel of our Lord.   
 

C: Praise be to Christ.  

 

Please be seated 

 

 

CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE  
Children are invited to come forward to the front for the children’s message. They will be given 
a special message designed just for them that ties in with the sermon. 

 
 
 

The Gospel centers our worship as it shares with us the good news about Christ. 
We stand out of respect for our Savior as we hear about his words and deeds 
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SERMON HYMN—What a Friend We Have in Jesus CW411 
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SERMON Genesis 32:22-30 
 

22 That night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two female servants 
and his eleven sons and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23 After he had sent 
them across the stream, he sent over all his possessions. 24 So Jacob was 
left alone, and a man wrestled with him till daybreak. 25 When the man saw 
that he could not overpower him, he touched the socket of Jacob’s hip so 
that his hip was wrenched as he wrestled with the man. 26 Then the man 
said, “Let me go, for it is daybreak.” 

But Jacob replied, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.” 

27 The man asked him, “What is your name?” 

“Jacob,” he answered. 

28 Then the man said, “Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, be-
cause you have struggled with God and with humans and have overcome.” 

29 Jacob said, “Please tell me your name.” 

But he replied, “Why do you ask my name?” Then he blessed him there. 

30 So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “It is because I saw God face to 
face, and yet my life was spared.”       

           NIV 
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FAITH THAT STRUGGLES WITH GOD  
 

Questions to consider while hearing the sermon: 
1. What is BIG surprise #1 in this account? 

2. What is BIG surprise #2 in this account? 

3. What is BIG surprise #3 in this account? 

4. What is BIG surprise #4 in this account? 

5. What is BIG surprise #5 in this account? 

6. What “blessing(s)” did God give Jacob?  

7. What does God show he’s willing to do when we struggle in faith or ask the question, “why?” 

8. What day does this account of the wrestling match point us to? (hint: a different time God            
took on flesh.) 

9. When we struggle with God in prayer or have questions about his will, that’s not a sign  

   something is wrong but that everything is ____________________.  

Discussion questions:            (for Theology on Tap) 
 

1. Name something new that you learned or noticed as we revisited this well-known account.  

2. A “faith that struggles with God” is a story we see played out in the Bible countless times. Pick one 
of the following Biblical figures below and discuss where you saw their struggle with God and with 
faith. Job – Jonah – Naomi – Elijah – John the Baptist – Peter. (Any others to add to the list?) 

3. We are the New Testament Israel. Why is that such a fitting name for us too? 

4. Have you ever met someone who was angry with God? What made them frustrated with God? How 
might you try to comfort that person or point them in the right direction? 

5. Agree or disagree: Prayer is the arena where we get to wrestle with God.   

TRUTH — We have a God who gets down in the dirt with us and wins us by losing. 
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Please stand 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
M: Living in a world where people believe that the universe was formed through chance 

and accident, what do you believe? 
 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

M: Living in a world where people are confronted with the guilt and punishment of sin, 

what do you believe Jesus did for you? 

C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  who was conceived by the Holy    

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried. He  descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He   

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From 

there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

M: Living in a world where people are without hope and certainty, what do you believe? 
 

C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the         

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
Please be seated 
 
 
 

 

 
OFFERING 
We collect offerings out of thanks for what God has done for us so that we can support gospel 
work here and around the world. You can give using the envelope provided in your worship folder. 
You’ll also find instructions there for how to give online if you’d prefer. Thank you for supporting 
our gospel ministry! If you are a guest with us don’t feel obligated to contribute. This service is our 
free gift to you!   
 

 

 

Christians have used the Apostles’ Creed since the second century to 
unite themselves together and to obey God’s invitation to “confess 
with our mouth and believe with our hearts” (Romans 10:9).  
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

M: Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift 
of your Son, through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the 
Holy Spirit and his working through the means of grace. 

C: Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 

M: Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may 
grow and love toward all may increase. 

C: Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 

M: Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them 
in lives of faith. 

C: Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks 
of life. 

M: Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, 
and judge our laws. 

C: Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 

M: Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine 
and science, the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work 
is difficult or dangerous. 

C: Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 

M: Comfort all who are in sorrow or need. Remember those who suffer persecution for 
the faith. Have mercy on those for whom death draws near. 

C: Grant them your love, and them into your tender care.  

M: We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now 
rest from their labors. Console those who are mourning or living with sadness. 

C: Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. 

M: Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 

C: Amen. 
 

Praying the prayer of the church is a time when we 
can pray for people in all kinds of circumstances 
and for the work of God’s church on earth. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father in heaven,  

 hallowed be your name,  

 your kingdom come,  

 your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 

 Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

BLESSING 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.   

C: AMEN. 
 

 

 

 

 

When Jesus’ disciples asked him how to pray he 
gave them the words of this prayer. (Matt. 6:9-13 
and Luke 11:2-4) Since Jesus advises we pray this 
way, we say “The Lord’s Prayer” every Sunday. 

The historical “blessing of Aaron” 
(Numbers 6:24-26) has been spoken 
over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  
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VERSE 1+2—CHORUS—VERSE 3—CHORUS 2x 

CLOSING SONG—LIVING HOPE 

CHORUS 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Upcoming services 
Join Living Hope next Sunday as we continue the series “Lord Increase Our Faith.” Next week 
we’ll look at how faith demonstrates itself through total dependence. 
 
 
 

Building Renovation Update—Today @ 11:30AM 
We’ll go over the newest updates on our renovation project and give ample time for discus-
sion and feedback from the congregation as we determine next steps and really get moving 
forward on the project. 

 
 
 

Sunday Study and Sunday School 
Sunday study for adults is off for today in order to have our facility update. Sunday school for 
children starts at 11:30 in the Kids Zone room and will run during the update.  

 
 
 

Theology on Tap—Tuesday November 8 @ 7:00PM 
Grab a drink. Grab a bite to eat. Get a taste for good theology and good conversation in a laid 
back setting.  Each week we'll take a deeper look at Sundays sermon content 
and discuss how to apply that message to everyday life. Theology on Tap 
meets at Lupi’s Pizza in Cambridge Square.  
 9454 Bradmore Ln. Suite 109—Cambridge Square, Ooltewah 

 

BY PHIL WICKHAM 

ARRANGED BY BETHEL 
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Grocery Canvass—Saturday Nov. 12 at @ 1:00 PM 
Join us for a new round of grocery canvassing in our community. We aim to share hope for 
everyday by meeting the everyday needs of our neighbors. More info can be found in the 
lobby.  You can help in up to 3 different ways:  
 Donate funds for the effort 
 Shop for groceries and assemble the bags 
 Deliver the bags of groceries to our neighbors 

 
 

 
 
 

Living Hope November Outing—Saturday Nov. 12 at @ 3:00 PM 
The Dyer and Bassett families would like to invite you to a bonfire and dinner they’re 
hosting on Saturday, November 12th after grocery canvassing. Chili will be provided for all. 
The event will start at 3:00PM and go over the dinner hour into the evening so come when 
you can! Please bring along a dish or drink to pass as well as lawn chairs for yourselves.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Foundations Bible Study 
We all want answers to life’s biggest questions. But the process for finding them often seems 
a bit intimidating. Where do I even start? How do I read the Bible? Will I even understand it? 
There’s no better place to start than by jumping into a Foundations Class. If you’re interested 
in membership here at Living Hope this is our “next step” class, but even if you’re not inter-
ested in membership you’ll find it to be a good overview of what God has to say to you in his 
Word.  
 
If you’re interested in attending the course just check the box on 
your connection card that says “I’d like to attend a membership 
class.” Class times are flexible and can be done in small groups or 
one-on-one with pastor. 

 
 
 
 
 

New T-shirts! 
Our new Living Hope T-shirts have arrived! You can pick them up today on your way out of 
church. Just a reminder that our newer members who haven’t received a shirt yet will all 
get one for free! If you already have a Living Hope T-shirt but would like one of these newly 
designed shirts, please consider giving a donation of $10/shirt to offset costs. 

 
 
 
 



19 

 

Kid bags 
If you could kindly return the children’s activity bags we’d appreciate it. We’ll use them for 
future services. Thank you! 
 
 
 

 

Connection Envelopes 
We’d love to get your valuable feedback on our worship service today. If this is your first time 
at Living Hope we also want the opportunity to give you a gift to say “thanks for being our 
guest!” You can place your connection envelopes in the offering plate as it passes or in the 
basket located at the entrance of the sanctuary. Also feel free to just hand it to pastor. 

 
 
 
 

Hurricane Ian Help 
Do you want to help with the ongoing recovery efforts in the wake of Hurricane Ian? While 
the disaster may not be on the front page of the news anymore, this is the time that help is 
most needed as the damage is assessed and repaired. Basic supplies are still needed as well. 
The best way to help is being laid out by our WELS South Atlantic District. Our local churches 
in the affected area have suffered damage to their facilities and will need aid for repairs. But 
even as our WELS churches in those areas need help for their own buildings, they are also 
reaching out to aid their communities and neighbors through some grass-roots efforts. The 
best way for YOU to help is to visit the link below and see how our District is getting help di-
rectly to those who need it. https://sa.wels.net/hurricane-ian 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to today’s musicians and vocalists! 
 Gretchen Bassett + Mitchell and Jessica Beckman + David Dyer 

 
 
 
 

Members’ Minute 
We pray for the following members, family, and friends:  
Dee Butcher [Smith] suffering from a leg injury. Don McCary’s son, Mike, recovering at inten-
sive care after struggling with pneumonia. Thanksgiving for Jean Bogue’s brother Bob who 
has been allowed to come home after a stroke and heart issues. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://sa.wels.net/hurricane-ian
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Service Teams — Today 
Sunday Setup Team—Bassetts 

 Snack Provider—Buntings + Nolans  
Ushers—Ken Bassett, Terry Lundquist 
Acolyte—Gabe Amerson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOPE for everyday! 

Pastor Eric Melso 

423-933-2452 

pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 

www.livinghopechatt.com  

 /livinghopechatt 

  @livinghopechatt 

Service Teams — Next week November 13 
 Sunday Setup Team— Snyders 
 Snack Provider—Rick Falls 

Ushers—Mitchell Beckman, Chuck Snyder 
Acolyte—Lydia Dyer 


