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We’re so glad you decided to worship with us today. You could have chosen to be anywhere 

this morning, and you chose to spend your time with Living Hope. Thank you! It’s an honor to 

have you here and to have the chance to fill you with hope. Welcome to Living Hope.  

Current Series: Come, Lord Jesus         

The Latin word adventus means “coming.” The last words in Scripture are “Come, Lord Jesus!” So, 

we enter a new Church Year with our eyes fixed on the End—capital “E”—when Jesus Christ will 

come and destroy this sin-broken world.  

Advent is necessary to prepare us for Christmas. It enables us to understand the true significance of 

Christmas. Advent allows us to see that because of what Christ did when he came the first time, 

believers need not fear when he comes again. Instead, we yearn for it. Come, Lord Jesus!  

 

Today’s Focus: Come, Lord Jesus! - As King 

This reading from Isaiah 2 gives an amazing picture of what God has in store for us, his people. “The 

mountain of the temple of the Lord will be established…The Lord will teach us his ways…The Word 

of the Lord will go out from Jerusalem…The Lord will settle disputes…There will be no more war.” 

We hear all that and say, “Yes, sign me up for this! That sounds great!” But when is this going to 

happen? When is our King going to come back and put all this into effect? In short, all these things 

are happening already now and also not yet. Today we dive in to Isaiah 2 to learn what that means. 

 

 

 

welcome to 

WORSHIP  

CURRENT SERIES INFO 
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ABOUT LIVING HOPE 

Living Hope Lutheran Church is a brand new mission church on Chattanooga’s east side.  We are funded 

by and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a collection of over 1,300 churches 

across the United States and Canada.   

Living Hope succeeds in its mission when hope forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life.  

For more on our mission, background, and beliefs just visit our website: livinghopechatt.com  

 

ABOUT WORSHIP 

Worship at Living Hope is designed to fill you with hope! The message you hear at Living Hope will cen-

ter you on your Savior, Jesus, and what he's done for you.  Worship isn't just about filling up God with 

praise. Worship is all about God filling you with good news!   

 

We follow a basic order of service, called the liturgy. In the message,  in specially selected Scripture 

readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news 

(gospel) about Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include               

participation of those in attendance.   

• Feel free to get up to use restrooms at any time during the service. 

• Restrooms are located around the corner to your right. 

• A nursery is available for small children out the left-hand side of the worship space. 
Just look for the Kid’s Zone sign just past the info corner by the main entrance. Feel 
free to use that space during worship. The service will be livestreamed into the room. 
The nursery will be staffed during the sermon if parents wish to drop off children. 

• Kid activity bags are available and will be sanitized each week. 

• Please fill out a connection card. It’s our best way to stay in touch with you and thank 
  you for joining us today! You’ll find connection cards on the table at the entrance. 

 

• Everything you need to enjoy today’s worship will be found in this Worship Folder. 
  Songs will also be found on the screen. 

 

Show friends where you are—check in! 

/livinghopechatt 
 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net  A-730027 and CCLI A-21626251 
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Cantor sings 1st refrain then the congregation sings the refrain on repeat as the 

cantor sings the verses.  

1. To the house of the Lord we… 

2. Let us climb God ’s mountain and… 

3. Let us walk in the light and… 

 

Music continues to play as the call to worship and confession is spoken.  

 
 

 

 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP   

Minister:  The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

 

Congregation:  And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
 

CONFESSION + ABSOLUTION  
M: Prepare the way for the Lord, 

C: make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

Advent Gathering Song 
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M: Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the rough ground 
shall become level, the rugged places a plain. 

C: And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all people will see it together. 

M: Dear friends, one day Christ will come in glory to deliver his people. Therefore, let us 
prepare our hearts to meet him by humbly seeking his forgiveness. 

C: Merciful Lord, shine your light into the shadows of our hearts.  

 For we have sinned and have failed to honor you as our Righteous King. 

 Chase away our darkness and fill us with your light. 

 Trusting in you we pray: Lord, have mercy on us.  

M: In Christ Jesus, the glory of the Lord has been revealed and all people have seen the 
salvation of our God. With his perfect life, Christ kept the law in our place. With his 
innocent death, he paid the price of our redemption. Christ now comes to you 
through his words of light and life: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the    
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
 

4.  Let us wake from our sleep and...  

5.  For the day draws near, so...  

6.  Be prepared for the day God will...  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength and save 
us from the threatening dangers of our sins; for you live and reign with the     
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

C: Amen. 

 
 
 
 

GOD’S WORD 
 
 
 
 
 

EPISTLE Philippians 4:4-7 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your 

strength and save us from the threatening dangers of our sins; 

for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  

           

           NIV 
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PSALM Psalm 18 (select verses) 

M: In my distress I called to the Lord; 

C: I cried to my God for help. 

M: From his temple he heard my voice; 

C: my cry came before him, into his ears. 

M: He reached down from on high and took hold of me;  

C: he drew me out of deep waters. 

M: He rescued me from my powerful enemy,  

C: from my foes who were too strong for me. 

M: They confronted me in the day of my disaster, 

C: but the Lord was my support. 

M: He brought me out into a spacious place; 

C: he rescued me because he delighted in me. 

M: Therefore I will praise you, Lord, among the nations;  

C: I will sing the praises of your name. Amen. 
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Please stand 

 
GOSPEL Matthew 21:1-11 

 

As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus 

sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will 

find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If     

anyone says anything to you, say that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right 

away.” 

4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 

5 “Say to Daughter Zion, ‘See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, 

and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’” 

6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7 They brought the donkey and 

the colt and placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. 8 A very large crowd spread 

their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on 

the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, 

“Hosanna to the Son of David!” 

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

“Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

10 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?” 

11 The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

           NIV 

M: The gospel of our Lord.   

C: Praise be to Christ. 
  

Please be seated 
 
 

CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE  
Children are invited to come forward into the front row for the children’s message. They will be 
given a special message designed just for them that ties in with the sermon. 

The Gospel centers our worship as it shares with us the good news about Christ. 
We stand out of respect for our Savior as we hear about his words and deeds 
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SERMON HYMN—The Advent of Our King CW1 
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SERMON Isaiah 2:1-5 

This is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem: 
2 In the last days 

the mountain of the Lord’s temple will be established 
    as the highest of the mountains; 
it will be exalted above the hills, 
    and all nations will stream to it. 
3 Many peoples will come and say, 

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
    to the temple of the God of Jacob. 
He will teach us his ways, 
    so that we may walk in his paths.” 
The law will go out from Zion, 
    the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
4 He will judge between the nations 
    and will settle disputes for many peoples. 
They will beat their swords into plowshares 
    and their spears into pruning hooks. 
Nation will not take up sword against nation, 
    nor will they train for war anymore. 
5 Come, descendants of Jacob, 
    let us walk in the light of the Lord.     
            NIV 
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THE NOW AND NOT YET OF PEACE  
 

Questions to consider while hearing the sermon: 
1. Why do we pray, “Come quickly, Lord Jesus”? 

2. How does the illustration of the “mountaintop view” help us understand Biblical 
prophecy? 

3. What time frame is the phrase “in the last days” referring to? 

4. What does the “mountain of the Lord’s temple” refer to? What makes it the “highest 
of the mountains”? 

5. What/Who is God’s temple now? 

6. Verse 3 tells us the ___________ of the Lord is there on that mountain of the Lord. 

7. Verse 4 tells us the _______________ of the Lord is there on that mountain. 

8. What makes the waiting for our King to return such a hard thing? 

9. What has Jesus done to assure us and make us confident of his return? 

Sermon notes:              _____________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TRUTH — Keep focused on the “already given” salvation from Christ as you wait for 
the “not-quite-yet” consummation of salvation when our King comes back.  
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  who was conceived by the Holy  

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried. He  descended into hell. The third day he rose again 

from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God 

the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

Please stand 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
 
 

Please be seated 
 
 
 
 

OFFERING 
We collect offerings out of thanks for what God has done for us so that we can support gospel 
work here and around the world. You can give using the envelope provided in your worship 
folder. You’ll also find instructions there for how to give online if you’d prefer. Thank you for 
supporting our gospel ministry! If you are a guest with us don’t feel obligated to contribute. 
This service is our free gift to you!   
 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: In peace let us pray to the Lord.  

C: Lord, have mercy.  

M: For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

C: Lord, have mercy.  

M: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

C: Lord, have mercy.  

M: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to 

the Lord.  

C: Lord, have mercy.  

M: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

C: Amen. 

Christians have used the Apostles’ Creed since the second century to 
unite themselves together and to obey God’s invitation to “confess 
with our mouth and believe with our hearts” (Romans 10:9).  

Kyrie is the Greek word for Lord. The 
expression “Lord, have mercy” is 
one of the oldest worship responses 
in the Christian church. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
 

Please see the announcement about our communion practice at the back of this worship folder. 
 

 

HOLY COMMUNION  
 

M: The Lord be with you.  

C: And also with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts.   

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  

C: It is good and right so to do. 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, whose way John 
the Baptist prepared when he called people to repentance and pointed to Jesus as the 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Therefore, with all the saints on earth 
and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 
 

Song: Holy, Holy, Holy (Sanctus) 
 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. 
The whole earth is full of your glory.  

You are my God, and I will exalt you. 
I will give you thanks, for you have become my salvation. 
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. 

The whole earth is full of your glory. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISTRIBUTION  
Personal Prayer: Lord Jesus, with joy and gratitude I now come to your table to receive the      
precious food of your life-giving body and blood. May it strengthen me to remain in you as you 
remain in me, so that I bear much fruit in devoted service to you and in acts of kindness to       
others. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Song: Song of Simeon  
 

Lord let your servant depart in peace, 

according to your Word. 

For my eyes have seen your salvation, 

which you have prepared before the face 

of all people. 

A light to lighten the Gentiles  

and the glory of your people, Israel. 

 
 
 

Simeon sang this song as baby Jesus was presented 
to him in the temple. Simeon could now depart this 
world with joy, having seen his Savior face to face. 
We also depart worship today in peace having seen 
our Savior here in Word and Sacrament. 

As you wait to go up to the table take some moments 
to examine your heart. Acknowledge sin. Trust God’s 
forgiveness through Christ. Recognize the real      
presence of Jesus’ body and blood together with the 
bread and wine. (1 Corinthians 11:27-29) 
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BLESSING 
M: Brothers and sisters go in peace. 
 Live in harmony with one another; serve the Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.   

C: AMEN. 
 
 
 

 

The historical “blessing of Aaron” 
(Numbers 6:24-26) has been spoken 
over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  

BY HILLSONG WORSHIP CLOSING SONG—Who You Say I Am 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Upcoming services 
Join Living Hope in December for our Advent series called “Come, Lord Jesus!” Next week see 
how our Lord comes as Judge. 

 
 
 
 

Sunday Study and Sunday School—Today at @ 11:30 AM 
Sunday study for adults and Sunday school for children starts at 11:30. The adults will contin-
ue a study focusing on Martin Luther. We’ll watch portions of the 2003 movie “Luther” and 
have some discussion after each viewing. Adults will have that study in the sanctuary and the 
children will meet in the Kids Zone classroom. 

 
 
 
 

Theology on Tap—on break until 2023 
Theology on Tap will be done for the season since and will pick back up in Spring 2023. 
 
 
 
 
 

Building Renovation Update 

Please fill out our online input form for our building renovations. All members can find a 
link to that form in their email inbox. Before filling out a congregational input form we high-
ly suggest you first listen to the recorded update so you can give informed input. 
https://livinghopechatt.com/get-involved/ministry-updates  
Password for the page is: hopeforeveryday 
 

 
 
 
 

Christmas Decorating & Game Night—Saturday December 3 @ starting at 3:00PM 
Join us at church this Saturday to help decorate the facility and sanctuary for Christmas. 
After decorating is finished we’ll have a pizza dinner and enjoy a family game night for as 
long as people want to stay and have fellowship. Sign up in the gathering area to get a head 
count for pizza. 

 
 
 
 

End of Year Ministry Update—Sunday December 4 @ 11:30AM 

We’ll have our end of year ministry update for this third trimester on December 4th after 
worship. Stick around to get caught up on how we’re doing with our ministry benchmarks 
and other goals coming up. 

 
 
 

 

https://livinghopechatt.com/get-involved/ministry-updates
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Connection Envelopes 
We’d love to get your valuable feedback on our worship service today. If this is your first time 
at Living Hope we also want the opportunity to give you a gift to say “thanks for being our 
guest!” You can place your connection envelopes in the offering plate as it passes or in the 
basket located at the entrance of the sanctuary. Also feel free to just hand it to pastor. 

 
 
 
 

Thank you to today’s musicians and vocalists! 
 Gretchen Bassett + Jessica and Mitchell Beckman 
 
 
 
 
 

Foundations Bible Study 
We all want answers to life’s biggest questions. But the process for 
finding them often seems a bit intimidating. Where do I even 
start? How do I read the Bible? Will I even understand it? There’s 
no better place to start than by jumping into a Foundations Class. 
If you’re interested in membership here at Living Hope this is our 
“next step” class, but even if you’re not interested in membership 
you’ll find it to be a good overview of what God has to say to you 
in his Word.  
 
If you’re interested in attending the course just check the box on your connection envelope 
that says “I’d like to attend a membership class.” Class times are flexible and can be done in 
small groups or one-on-one with pastor. One group class will be starting up on Thursday 
evenings in December. 

 
 
 
 

Kid bags 
If you could kindly return the children’s activity bags we’d appreciate it. We’ll use them for 
future services. Thank you! 

 
 
 
 

Members’ Minute 
We pray for the following members, family, and friends:  
We continue to pray for Dee Butcher [Smith] suffering from a leg injury and recovering at 
home. 
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Communion at Living Hope 

Communion is important to us at Living Hope and we seek to honor the biblical view of close 

communion. Before coming up for communion, all adults should ask themselves these      

questions:  

1. Do you confess your sins and seek to turn away from the sins you confessed? 

2. Do you recognize that Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross is the only way sin is forgiven?  

3. Do you recognize that in the Sacrament you receive Jesus’ true body and true blood along 

with the bread and the wine? (1 Corinthians 11:27-29 + 1 Corinthians 10:15-17) 

4. Do you believe that the Bible IS God’s inspired Word and does not just contain some truths 

of God?  

5. Do you believe that Living Hope Lutheran Church teaches only the truth of God based on 
His inspired Word?  (A summary of these teachings is taught in the Foundations course.)  

 
 
 
Service Teams — Today 
 Sunday Setup Team— Marshalls, Jim Smith 
 Snack Provider—Lois Thom 

Ushers—Bob Gorman, Jim Smith 
Acolyte—Kagon Talley 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Pastor Eric Melso 

423-933-2452 

pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 

www.livinghopechatt.com  

 /livinghopechatt 

 @livinghopechatt HOPE for everyday! 

Service Teams — Next week December 4 
 Sunday Setup Team— Bassetts  
 Snack Provider— 

Ushers—Michael Ludwig, Ron Tarkowski 
Acolyte—Gabe Amerson 


