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We’re so glad you decided to worship with us today. You could have chosen to be anywhere 

this morning, and you chose to spend your time with Living Hope. Thank you! It’s an honor to 

have you here and to have the chance to fill you with hope. Welcome to Living Hope.  

Current Series: Lord, Increase Our Faith         

We sometimes use the word “faith” very casually. But Jesus’ words about faith are serious and 

compelling. They force us to consider what true, saving faith is. They make us ask if we have 

such faith. But most of all, Jesus’ words move us to run to our God and beg him for more of it. 

Lord, increase our faith!  

 
 

Today’s Focus: Faith Demonstrated through Total Dependence 

This week Jesus uses God’s law for its chief purpose: to expose sin and crush our natural pride. 

In Christ’s hands God’s law is a powerful tool used to shape in us the faith he seeks—one total-

ly dependent on God to do what only he can do. 

 

 

 

 

 

welcome to 

WORSHIP  

CURRENT SERIES INFO 
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ABOUT LIVING HOPE 

Living Hope Lutheran Church is a brand new mission church on Chattanooga’s east side.  We are funded 

by and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a collection of over 1,300 churches 

across the United States and Canada.   

Living Hope succeeds in its mission when hope forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life.  

For more on our mission, background, and beliefs just visit our website: livinghopechatt.com  

 

ABOUT WORSHIP 

Worship at Living Hope is designed to fill you with hope! The message you hear at Living Hope will cen-

ter you on your Savior, Jesus, and what he's done for you.  Worship isn't just about filling up God with 

praise. Worship is all about God filling you with good news!   

 

We follow a basic order of service, called the liturgy. In the message,  in specially selected Scripture 

readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news 

(gospel) about Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include               

participation of those in attendance.   

• Feel free to get up to use restrooms at any time during the service. 

• Restrooms are located around the corner to your right. 

• A nursery is available for small children out the left-hand side of the worship space. 
Just look for the Kid’s Zone sign just past the info corner by the main entrance. Feel 
free to use that space during worship. The service will be livestreamed into the room. 
The nursery will be staffed during the sermon if parents wish to drop off children. 

• Kid activity bags are available and will be sanitized each week. 

• Please fill out a connection card. It’s our best way to stay in touch with you and thank 
  you for joining us today! You’ll find connection cards on the table at the entrance. 

 

• Everything you need to enjoy today’s worship will be found in this Worship Folder. 
  Songs will also be found on the screen. 

 

Show friends where you are—check in! 

/livinghopechatt 
 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net  A-730027 and CCLI A-21626251 
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OPENING HYMN—Christ Be My Leader CW367 

RECORDING BY FIDE 
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CALL TO WORSHIP   

Minister:  The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

 

Congregation:  And also with you. 

 
 
 

CONFESSION + ABSOLUTION  
M: This is what the Lord says – “I am he who blots out your transgressions and            

remembers your sins no more.”            Isaiah 43:25 

C: He does not stay angry forever but delights to show mercy. 

M: He will have compassion on us and tread our sins underfoot.     Micah 7:18,19 

C: He will hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea. 

M: Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive 
 mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.     Hebrews 4:16 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I 
have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in 
Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. 
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.  

M: If anybody does sin, we have an advocate with the Father – Jesus Christ, the    
Righteous One. 

C: He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of 
          the whole world.              1 John 2:1,2 

M: Therefore, at Christ’s command and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in 

          the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. The blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.            1 John 1:7 

 
 

In every worship service we confess 
our sins then cling to the forgiveness 
that Jesus gives us. Confession is called 
the “heartbeat of the Christian.” 

The name of the Triune God and sign of the 
cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: God, our refuge and strength, have mercy on your Church, as we come in 
prayer before you. Answer us not in judgment on our sins, but in peace and    
forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 

All Glory Be to God on High 
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GOD’S WORD 
 
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT Deuteronomy 10:12-22 

12 And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God ask of you but to fear the 

Lord your God, to walk in obedience to him, to love him, to serve the Lord 

your God with all your heart and with all your soul, 13 and to observe the 

Lord’s commands and decrees that I am giving you today for your own 

good? 

14 To the Lord your God belong the heavens, even the highest heavens, the 

earth and everything in it. 15 Yet the Lord set his affection on your             

ancestors and loved them, and he chose you, their descendants, above all 

the nations—as it is today. 16 Circumcise your hearts, therefore, and do not 

be stiff-necked any longer. 17 For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord 

of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who shows no partiality and 

accepts no bribes. 18 He defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow, 

and loves the foreigner residing among you, giving them food and clothing. 
19 And you are to love those who are foreigners, for you yourselves were 

foreigners in Egypt. 20 Fear the Lord your God and serve him. Hold fast to 

him and take your oaths in his name. 21 He is the one you praise; he is your 

God, who performed for you those great and awesome wonders you saw 

with your own eyes. 22 Your ancestors who went down into Egypt were   

seventy in all, and now the Lord your God has made you as numerous as 

the stars in the sky.        

           NIV 
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EPISTLE 1 John 2:15-17 

 

15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the 

world, love for the Father is not in them. 16 For everything in the 

world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of 

life—comes not from the Father but from the world. 17 The world 

and its desires pass away, but whoever does the will of God lives  

forever.           NIV 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE  
Children are invited to come forward into the front row for the children’s message. They will be 
given a special message designed just for them that ties in with the sermon. 
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SERMON HYMN—I Am Trusting You, Lord Jesus CW446 
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Please stand 

 

 

 

SERMON Luke 18:18-27 

 18 A certain ruler asked him, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit 
eternal life?” 

19 “Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God 
alone. 20 You know the commandments: ‘You shall not commit adultery, you 
shall not murder, you shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, honor 
your father and mother.’” 

21 “All these I have kept since I was a boy,” he said. 

22 When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell everything 
you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, 
follow me.” 

23 When he heard this, he became very sad, because he was very wealthy. 
24 Jesus looked at him and said, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom 
of God! 25 Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than 
for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 

26 Those who heard this asked, “Who then can be saved?” 

27 Jesus replied, “What is impossible with man is possible with God.” 

             NIV 
 

M: The gospel of our Lord.   
 

C: Praise be to Christ. 
  

Please be seated 

 

 

The Gospel centers our worship as it shares with us the good news about Christ. 
We stand out of respect for our Savior as we hear about his words and deeds 
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FAITH DEMONSTRATED THROUGH TOTAL DEPENDENCE  
 

Questions to consider while hearing the sermon: 
1. What intense question used to get asked when canvassing door to door? 

2. What does Jesus try to get the ruler to realize about the word “good”? 

3. What is the most common response to that intense canvassing question? 

4. Why did the rich ruler become very sad? 

5. What is Jesus’ main point he’s making for the rich ruler? 

6. What is the conclusion we come to when trying to keep the commandments of God? 

7. What kind of “business” is God in? 

8. Jesus gives us the inheritance of eternal life with ____________________________. 

9. What is your answer to the question that used to get asked by canvassers?  

Discussion questions:            (for Theology on Tap) 

1. List the pros and cons of going door to door and asking the question, “If you were to die 
today, where would you spend eternity?” Have you ever canvassed with that question? 

2. What do you think makes it especially hard for a rich person to enter heaven versus a poor 
person? 

3. Name some reasons that being dependent on someone else or dependent on God goes 
against our human nature. 

4. If we can’t be saved by works of the Law then what is the use of God’s Law? 

5. The passage, “nothing is impossible with God,” is probably one of the most misapplied pas-
sages out there. How have you heard people use that passage? What does it really mean 
here in the context of this account?    

TRUTH — What is impossible with man is possible with God. 
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NICENE CREED 
 
 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the       
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and        
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
 

Please be seated 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFERING 
We collect offerings out of thanks for what God has done for us so that we can support gospel 
work here and around the world. You can give using the envelope provided in your worship 
folder. You’ll also find instructions there for how to give online if you’d prefer. Thank you for 
supporting our gospel ministry! If you are a guest with us don’t feel obligated to contribute. 
This service is our free gift to you!   
 
 

 

 

 

Christians have used the Nicene Creed since the fourth century to 
unite themselves together and to obey God’s invitation to “confess 
with our mouth and believe with our hearts” (Romans 10:9).  

Please stand 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: In peace let us pray to the Lord.  (special intercessions) 

 For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all 

they need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 

M: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost 

in sin may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

C:  Christ, have mercy. 

M: For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of    heav-

en as we await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

M: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

C: Amen. 

 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

 your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 

When Jesus’ disciples asked him how to pray he 
gave them the words of this prayer. (Matt. 6:9-13 
and Luke 11:2-4) Since Jesus advises we pray this 
way, we say “The Lord’s Prayer” every Sunday. 

Kyrie is the Greek word for Lord. The 
expression “Lord, have mercy” is 
one of the oldest worship responses 
in the Christian church. 
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Please see the announcement about our communion practice at the back of this worship folder. 
 

 

HOLY COMMUNION  
 

M: The Lord be with you.  

C: And also with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts.   

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  

C: It is good and right so to do. 

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every 
spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children and to 
strengthen us when we are weak. Now have come the salvation and the power and the 
kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to 
the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever. 

 
 
 

Song: Holy, Holy, Holy (Sanctus) 
 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. 
The whole earth is full of your glory.  

You are my God, and I will exalt you. 
I will give you thanks, for you have become my salvation. 
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. 

The whole earth is full of your glory. 
 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
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DISTRIBUTION  
Personal Prayer: Lord Jesus, with joy and gratitude I now come to your table to receive the      
precious food of your life-giving body and blood. May it strengthen me to remain in you as you 
remain in me, so that I bear much fruit in devoted service to you and in acts of kindness to       
others. Amen. 
 
 

 

 

Song: Song of Simeon  
 

Lord let your servant depart in peace, 

according to your Word. 

For my eyes have seen your salvation, 

which you have prepared before the face 

of all people. 

A light to lighten the Gentiles  

and the glory of your people, Israel. 

 
 

 
 

 

BLESSING 
M: Brothers and sisters go in peace. 
 Live in harmony with one another; serve the Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.   

C: AMEN. 
 

Simeon sang this song as baby Jesus was presented 
to him in the temple. Simeon could now depart this 
world with joy, having seen his Savior face to face. 
We also depart worship today in peace having seen 
our Savior here in Word and Sacrament. 

The historical “blessing of Aaron” 
(Numbers 6:24-26) has been spoken 
over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  

As you wait to go up to the table take some moments 
to examine your heart. Acknowledge sin. Trust God’s 
forgiveness through Christ. Recognize the real      
presence of Jesus’ body and blood together with the 
bread and wine. (1 Corinthians 11:27-29) 
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CLOSING SONG—Take the World, but Give Me Jesus CW355 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Upcoming services 
Join Living Hope next Sunday as we celebrate the last Sunday of the Church Year, called the 
Festival of Christ the King. You might say, “Wait! Wouldn’t the last Sunday of the Church Year 
be the last Sunday of December?” The historic “Church Year” actually begins on the first Sun-
day of Advent, which is November 27 this year. We remember that the entire Church Year 
celebrates the rule of Christ over our hearts now and forever. We will use a special service to 
walk through the Church Year and see how Christ reigns as king through all the seasons of the 
Church Year. 

 
 
 
 

Sunday Study and Sunday School—Today at @ 11:30 AM 
Sunday study for adults and Sunday school for children starts at 11:30. The adults will contin-
ue a study focusing on Martin Luther. We’ll watch portions of the 2003 movie “Luther” and 
have some discussion after each viewing. Adults will have that study in the sanctuary and the 
children will meet in the Kids Zone classroom. 

 
 
 
 

Theology on Tap—Tuesday November 15 @ 7:00PM 
Grab a drink. Grab a bite to eat. Get a taste for good theology and good conversation in a laid 
back setting.  Each week we'll take a deeper look at Sundays sermon content and discuss how 
to apply that message to everyday life.  
 

Theology on Tap meets at Lupi’s Pizza in Cambridge Square.  
 9454 Bradmore Ln. Suite 109—Cambridge Square, Ooltewah 

 
 
 
 
 

Building Renovation Update 
If you missed our building update last week just go online to our ministry updates page and 
listen to the recorded presentation there. Before filling out a congregational input form we 
highly suggest you first listen to the recorded update so you can give informed input. 
https://livinghopechatt.com/get-involved/ministry-updates  
Password for the page is: hopeforeveryday 

 
 
 

New T-shirts! 
Our new Living Hope T-shirts have arrived! You can pick them up today on your way out of 
church. Just a reminder that our newer members who haven’t received a shirt yet will all 
get one for free! If you already have a Living Hope T-shirt but would like one of these newly 
designed shirts, please consider giving a donation of $10/shirt to offset costs. 

https://livinghopechatt.com/get-involved/ministry-updates
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Foundations Bible Study 
We all want answers to life’s biggest questions. But the process for 
finding them often seems a bit intimidating. Where do I even start? 
How do I read the Bible? Will I even understand it? There’s no better 
place to start than by jumping into a Foundations Class. If you’re 
interested in membership here at Living Hope this is our “next step” 
class, but even if you’re not interested in membership you’ll find it 
to be a good overview of what God has to say to you in his Word. 
We believe this course is one of the most valuable offerings we can 
provide to people in our community. 
 
If you’re interested in attending the course just check the box on your connection card that 
says “I’d like to attend a membership class.” Class times are flexible and can be done in small 
groups or one-on-one with pastor. One group class will be starting up on Thursday evenings 
in December. 

 
 
 
 

Kid bags 
If you could kindly return the children’s activity bags we’d appreciate it. We’ll use them for 
future services. Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 

Connection Envelopes 
We’d love to get your valuable feedback on our worship service today. If this is your first time 
at Living Hope we also want the opportunity to give you a gift to say “thanks for being our 
guest!” You can place your connection envelopes in the offering plate as it passes or in the 
basket located at the entrance of the sanctuary. Also feel free to just hand it to pastor. 

 
 
 
 

Hurricane Ian Help 
Do you want to help with the ongoing recovery efforts in the wake of Hurricane Ian? While 
the disaster may not be on the front page of the news anymore, this is the time that help is 
most needed as the damage is assessed and repaired. Basic supplies are still needed as well. 
The best way to help is being laid out by our WELS South Atlantic District. Our local churches 
in the affected area have suffered damage to their facilities and will need aid for repairs. But 
even as our WELS churches in those areas need help for their own buildings, they are also 
reaching out to aid their communities and neighbors through some grass-roots efforts. The 
best way for YOU to help is to visit the link below and see how our District is getting help di-
rectly to those who need it. https://sa.wels.net/hurricane-ian 
 

https://sa.wels.net/hurricane-ian
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Members’ Minute 
Birthday Blessings:  
Grady Amerson, November 13 
Dan Gorman, November 14 
Kelly Ricke, November 17 
Sarah Dyer, November 19. 
 
Anniversary Blessings:  
Ken and Gretchen Bassett—November 14, 1981 
 
We pray for the following members, family, and friends:  
Dee Butcher [Smith] suffering from a leg injury. Don McCary’s son, Mike, recovering at inten-
sive care after struggling with pneumonia and illness.  

 
 
 
 
 

Communion at Living Hope 

Communion is important to us at Living Hope and we seek to honor the biblical view of close 

communion. Before coming up for communion, all adults should ask themselves these      

questions:  

1. Do you confess your sins and seek to turn away from the sins you confessed? 

2. Do you recognize that Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross is the only way sin is forgiven?  

3. Do you recognize that in the Sacrament you receive Jesus’ true body and true blood along 

with the bread and the wine? (1 Corinthians 11:27-29 + 1 Corinthians 10:15-17) 

4. Do you believe that the Bible IS God’s inspired Word and does not just contain some truths 

of God?  

5. Do you believe that Living Hope Lutheran Church teaches only the truth of God based on 
His inspired Word?  (A summary of these teachings is taught in the Foundations course.)  
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Service Teams — Today 
 Sunday Setup Team— Snyders 
 Snack Provider—Rick Falls 

Ushers—Mitchell Beckman, Chuck Snyder 
Acolyte—Lydia Dyer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Eric Melso 

423-933-2452 

pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 

www.livinghopechatt.com  

 /livinghopechatt 

 @livinghopechatt 

HOPE for everyday! 

Service Teams — Next week November 20 
 Sunday Setup Team— Grimms, Melody Meyer  
 Snack Provider—Jessica Hackerd 

Ushers—Don McCary, Chris Douglas 
Acolyte—Emi Ludwig 


