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We’re so glad you decided to worship with us today. You could have chosen to be anywhere 

this morning, and you chose to spend your time with Living Hope. Thank you! It ’s an honor to 

have you here and to have the chance to fill you with hope. Welcome to Living Hope.  

Current Series: Our New Kingdom Normal        Season of Easter 

No one wants to hear the phrase "new normal" anymore. We've heard it enough over the past 2 

years. But have we reached the new normal now? The pandemic seems to be over for good... 

What has changed? Is the new normal worse than the old normal? Is life worse now than it was 
before Covid-19? There have been a few changes to life, on the surface level. But really nothing 
has changed all that much. Sickness is still here, warfare starts up just like it always has, inflation 
and economic hardship still come and go, and death still claims victims. At its core, nothing much 

has changed in the world. Our "new normal" is kind of just the "old normal" on repeat.  

And yet there's a new "kingdom" normal that we get to enjoy today. Easter has changed every-
thing for us and it has changed how we live in this world. As part of God's kingdom, we have a 
new normal we operate with. Because of Easter our sin has been crushed, death has lost its sting, 

and we have a future hope that gives us hope for our everyday too.  

This April and May we're going to explore what life in God's post-Easter kingdom is like. This is a 

new normal we could get used to. This is a new normal we don't mind talking about all the time! 
 

Today’s Focus: Joy Overcomes Circumstance 

Conventional wisdom says that joy is a direct result of circumstance. Our disposition is nothing 
more than a product of the events, conditions, and relationships of which our life consists. 
Therefore, it would seem that for our disposition to change, our circumstances need to change. 
But Jesus offers us a joy that is superior. It is not a product of circumstance; it's a product of 
Easter. Easter proves that God can take what normally causes people to weep and turn it into 
what causes people to rejoice. Sin, death, and shame went into Jesus' tomb. Forgiveness, life, 
and glory came out. Our risen Savior gives us a joy that remains constant in the       
highest of life's highs and the lowest of life's lows. It is a joy that can never                                  
be taken from us.  

 

welcome to 

WORSHIP  

CURRENT SERIES INFO 
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ABOUT LIVING HOPE 

Living Hope Lutheran Church is a brand new mission church on Chattanooga’s east side.  We are funded 

by and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a collection of over 1,300 churches 

across the United States and Canada.   

Living Hope succeeds in its mission when hope forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life. 

For more on our mission, background, and beliefs just visit our website: livinghopechatt.com  

 

ABOUT WORSHIP 

Worship at Living Hope is designed to fill you with hope! The message you hear at Living Hope will cen-

ter you on your Savior, Jesus, and what he's done for you.  Worship isn't just about filling up God with 

praise. Worship is all about God filling you with good news!   
 

We follow a basic order of service, called the liturgy. In the message,  in specially selected Scripture 

readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news 

(gospel) about Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include               

participation of those in attendance.   

• Feel free to get up to use restrooms at any time during the service. 

• Restrooms are located around the corner to your right. 

• A nursery is available for small children out the left-hand side of the worship space. 
Just look for the Kid’s Zone sign just past the info corner by the main entrance. Feel 
free to use that space during worship. The service will be livestreamed into the room. 

• Kid activity bags are available and will be sanitized each week. 

• Please fill out a connection card. It’s our best way to stay in touch with you and thank 
  you for joining us today! You’ll find connection cards on the table at the entrance. 

 

• Everything you need to enjoy today’s worship will be found in this Worship Folder. 
  Songs will also be found on the screen. 

 

Show friends where you are—check in! 

/livinghopechatt 
 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net  A-730027  
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 OPENING HYMN—His Battle Ended There 
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CALL TO WORSHIP   

Minister:  The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

 

Congregation:  And also with you. 
 

M:   Christ is risen! 
 

C:  He is risen indeed! 

 
 

CONFESSION + ABSOLUTION  

M: We are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died.  

C:   Christ died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but 

for him who died for them and was raised again.  

M:  As we come into God’s presence, let us confess that often we have lived for our-

selves, confident in the forgiveness of him who lived, died, and rose for us.  

C:  Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and 

selfish pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and 

the good I have failed to do, You should cast me away from your presence   

forever. O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  

M: If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins.  

C:  But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who 

have fallen asleep.  

M: After his resurrection, Christ commanded his church to proclaim the forgiveness 

of sins to all nations, promising them that their words were as certain as his. 

Therefore, it is by Christ’s command and with his authority that I say to you: In 

the name of Jesus your sins are forgiven. Christ is risen!  

C: He is risen indeed! 

In every worship service we confess 
our sins then cling to the forgiveness 
that Jesus gives us. Confession is called 
the “heartbeat of the Christian.” 

The name of the Triune God and sign of the 
cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Father of lights, every good and perfect gift comes from you. Inspire us to think 
those things that are true and long for those things that are good, that we may always 
make our petitions according to your gracious will; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 
 

Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won 
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GOD’S WORD 

 

FIRST LESSON Acts 14:8-22 

8 In Lystra there sat a man who was lame. He had been that way from birth and had 
never walked. 9 He listened to Paul as he was speaking. Paul looked directly at him, saw 
that he had faith to be healed 10 and called out, “Stand up on your feet!” At that, the 
man jumped up and began to walk. 

11 When the crowd saw what Paul had done, they shouted in the Lycaonian language, 
“The gods have come down to us in human form!” 12 Barnabas they called Zeus, and 
Paul they called Hermes because he was the chief speaker.  13 The priest of Zeus, whose 
temple was just outside the city, brought bulls and wreaths to the city gates because he 
and the crowd wanted to offer sacrifices to them. 

14 But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of this, they tore their clothes  and 
rushed out into the crowd, shouting: 15 “Friends, why are you doing this? We too are 
only human, like you. We are bringing you good news, telling you to turn from these 
worthless things to the living God, who made the heavens and the earth and the sea 
and everything in them. 16 In the past, he let all nations go their own way. 17 Yet he has 
not left himself without testimony: He has shown kindness by giving you rain from 
heaven and crops in their seasons; he provides you with plenty of food and fills your 
hearts with joy.” 18 Even with these words, they had difficulty keeping the crowd from 
sacrificing to them. 

19 Then some Jews came from Antioch and Iconium and won the crowd over. They 
stoned Paul and dragged him outside the city, thinking he was dead. 20 But after the dis-
ciples had gathered around him, he got up and went back into the city. The next day he 
and Barnabas left for Derbe. 

21 They preached the gospel in that city and won a large number of disciples. Then they 
returned to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch, 22 strengthening the disciples and encouraging 
them to remain true to the faith. “We must go through many hardships to enter the 
kingdom of God,” they said.           
                     NIV 
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SECOND LESSON Revelation 21:21-27 

 

21 The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single pearl. The 
great street of the city was of gold, as pure as transparent glass. 

22 I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the 

Lamb are its temple. 23 The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine 

on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. 24 The nations 

will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into 

it. 25 On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there. 
26 The glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it. 27 Nothing impure 

will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but 

only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life.  

           

           NIV 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE  
Children are invited to come forward into the front row for the children’s message. They will be 
given a special message designed just for them that ties in with the sermon. 
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SERMON HYMN—Precious Lord, Take My Hand 
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Please stand 
 

 

SERMON John 16:16-24 
16 Jesus went on to say, “In a little while you will see me no more, and then after 
a little while you will see me.” 

17 At this, some of his disciples said to one another, “What does he mean by   
saying, ‘In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you 
will see me,’ and ‘Because I am going to the Father’?” 18 They kept asking, “What 
does he mean by ‘a little while’? We don’t understand what he is saying.” 

19 Jesus saw that they wanted to ask him about this, so he said to them, “Are you 

asking one another what I meant when I said, ‘In a little while you will see me no 

more, and then after a little while you will see me’? 20 Very truly I tell you, you 

will weep and mourn while the world rejoices. You will grieve, but your grief will 

turn to joy. 21 A woman giving birth to a child has pain because her time has 

come; but when her baby is born she forgets the anguish because of her joy that 

a child is born into the world. 22 So with you: Now is your time of grief, but I will 

see you again and you will rejoice, and no one will take away your joy. 23 In that 

day you will no longer ask me anything. Very truly I tell you, my Father will give 

you whatever you ask in my name. 24 Until now you have not asked for anything 

in my name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete.       

           NIV 
 

M: The gospel of our Lord.   

 

C: Praise be to Christ.  

 

Please be seated 

 

The Gospel centers our worship as it shares with us the good news about Christ. 
We stand out of respect for our Savior as we hear about his words and deeds 
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JOY OVERCOMES CIRCUMSTANCE 
 

Questions to consider while hearing the sermon:  
1. Agree or disagree—Joy is a direct result of circumstance. 

2. How do we react to the Chinese phrase, “happy every day”? 

3. God doesn’t want you to put yourself in a _________ when it comes to having joy. 

4. What kind of joy does God offer you in Jesus’ resurrection? 

5. What phrase is written 7 times here?     _______________________________  

6. In what ways does that phrase above play into our own lives?  

7. What one word covers over all the other words of pain, suffering, and grief here? 

8. Your grief will _________________ to joy. 

9. How has your joy become “unsnatchable”? 

Discussion questions:            (for Theology on Tap) 

1. Share 2 things that give you great joy in life. (one big thing, one small thing)  

2. Why do you think it’s important to find joy in both big things and in little things?  

3. What is the proper place for the emotions of sorrow and grief in the life of a Christian? 

4. Name some things that most people would not find joy in, but that a Christian could find joy in. 

5. Agree or disagree: Christians must be optimists. 

6. Bonus doctrinal question: We didn’t talk much about verses 23 + 24. What do you think Jesus is talk-
ing about in those verses about prayer? 

 

    

TRUTH — Jesus offers un-snatchable joy that is not a product of circumstance                         
but a product of Easter. 
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Please stand 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He  descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He        
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the             
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

 

Please be seated 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

OFFERING 
We collect offerings out of thanks for what God has done for us so that we can support Gospel 
work here and around the world. If you are a guest with us don’t feel obligated to contribute. 
This service is our free gift to you!  You can also go online to give with our Paypal button on the 
website:  livinghopechatt.com/give. Or give right from your phone by using the QR code above. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Christians have used the Apostles’ Creed since the second century to 
unite themselves together and to obey God’s invitation to “confess 
with our mouth and believe with our hearts” (Romans 10:9).  

https://livinghopechatt.com/give
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

M: In peace let us pray to the Lord.  

C: Lord, have mercy.  

M: For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

C: Lord, have mercy.  

M: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

C: Lord, have mercy.  

M: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray 

to the Lord.  

C: Lord, have mercy.  

M: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

When Jesus’ disciples asked him how to pray he 
gave them the words of this prayer. (Matt. 6:9-13 
and Luke 11:2-4) Since Jesus advises we pray this 
way, we say “The Lord’s Prayer” every Sunday. 

Kyrie is the Greek word for Lord. The 
expression “Lord, have mercy” is 
one of the oldest worship responses 
in the Christian church. 
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Please see the announcement about our communion practice at the back of this worship folder. 
 
 

HOLY COMMUNION  
 

M: The Lord be with you.  

C: And also with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts.   

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  

C: It is good and right so to do. 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord who by his willing sacri-
fice on the cross took away the sins of the world and by his glorious resurrection restored ever-
lasting life. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name 
and join their glorious song. 
 
 
 

Song: Holy, Holy, Holy (Sanctus) 
 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. 
The whole earth is full of your glory.  

You are my God, and I will exalt you. 

I will give you thanks, for you have become my salvation.  

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. 

The whole earth is full of your glory. 
 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
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DISTRIBUTION  
Personal Prayer: Lord Jesus, with joy and gratitude I now come to your table to receive the      
precious food of your life-giving body and blood. May it strengthen me to remain in you as you 
remain in me, so that I bear much fruit in devoted service to you and in acts of kindness to       
others. Amen. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Song: Song of Simeon  
 

Lord let your servant depart in peace, 

according to your Word. 
For my eyes have seen your salvation, 

which you have prepared before the face 

of all people. 

A light to lighten the Gentiles  

and the glory of your people, Israel. 
 

 

 
 

BLESSING 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.   

C: AMEN. 
 
 

 

Simeon sang this song as baby Jesus was presented 
to him in the temple. Simeon could now depart this 
world with joy, having seen his Savior face to face. 
We also depart worship today in peace having seen 
our Savior here in Word and Sacrament. 

The historical “blessing of Aaron” 
(Numbers 6:24-26) has been spoken 
over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  

As you wait to go up to the table take some moments 
to examine your heart. Acknowledge sin. Trust God’s 
forgiveness through Christ. Recognize the real      
presence of Jesus’ body and blood together with the 
bread and wine. (1 Corinthians 11:27-29) 
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CLOSING SONG—Go, My Children, With My Blessing 

RECORDING BY KOINE 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Upcoming services 
Join Living Hope on Sundays in May for a worship series called “Our New Kingdom Normal.” 

 
 
 
 

Sunday Study and Sunday School—Today at @ 11:15AM 
Sunday study for adults and Sunday school for children starts at 11:15. The adults will contin-
ue a study on Romans 1-8 called “The X Factor” by the coffee bar and the children will meet 
in the Kids Zone classroom. 
X Factor Study: This course aims at defining the Christian “X” factor. In other words, what is it 
that makes Christianity unique from every other religion and what makes Christians so differ-
ent from other people? Romans 1-8 is a great overview of the Christian faith and the applica-
tion of that faith in a Christian’s life.  

 
 
 
 

Theology on Tap—Tuesday May 24 @ 7:00PM 
Grab a drink. Grab a bite to eat. Get a taste for good theology and good conversation in a laid 
back setting.  Each week we'll take a deeper look at Sundays sermon content and discuss how 
to apply that message to everyday life.  
Theology on Tap meets at Lupi’s Pizza in Cambridge Square.  
9454 Bradmore Ln. Suite 109, Ooltewah 

 
 
 
 

Foundations Bible Study 
We all want answers to life’s biggest questions. But the process for finding them often seems 
a bit intimidating. Where do I even start? How do I read the Bible? Will I even understand it? 
There’s no better place to start than by jumping into a Foundations Class. If you’re interested 
in membership here at Living Hope this is our “next step” class, but even if you’re not inter-
ested in membership you’ll find it to be a good overview of what God has to say to you in his 
Word. We believe this course is one of the most valuable offerings we can provide to people 
in our community. 
 
If you’re interested in attending the course just check the box on 
your connection card that says “I’d like to attend a membership 
class.” Class times are flexible and can be done in small groups or 
one-on-one with pastor. 
 
You can check out the “Bible Basics” page on our website to hear more about the course and 
sign up for a study slot. https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics.  
 

https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics
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Fellowship Outing—Chattanooga Lookouts—Friday May 27th—7:15PM 
 Living Hope’s next outing is another Lookouts baseball game. We can 

get a group rate for going as a church. Please sign up at the bulletin 
board in the gathering area or reach out to Fellowship coordinator 
Robbin Lundquist. Tickets are $11 each. Please pay Robbin in advance. 
There’s also an option to come early to have dinner at Big River Grill 
downtown. Sign up for that at the bulletin board as well. 

  
 Robbin Lundquist: 423-774-5940 rlundquist34@gmail.com 
 
 
Thank you for your service! 

A big thank you to Mary Snyder who has served as our Sunday service teams coordinator 
since 2018! Mary will be stepping down at the end of May and Lois Thom will be taking over 
as the new coordinator for Sunday setup and snack providing. Thank you for your faithful 
service Mary and Lois!  
If you have more questions on providing snacks or Sunday setup please contact Lois. 
(678) 488-1316    -    loisandbradt86@gmail.com 

 
 

Volunteer Opportunities for Church 
Sunday Setup/Greeter Team: To help accomplish a warm welcome for worshipers, we’re 
looking for some members to get on a rotation as part of our Sunday setup and greeter 
team.  
  
Usher Team: Ushers will help make the worship service run smoothly. Consider getting in the 
rotation as an usher. 
  
Snack Providers: Feed them and they will come! One of the easiest ways we can create a 
welcoming environment for members and guests is with food! Please consider signing up 
to be on a rotation of snack providers for a Sunday.  
 
Audio/Visual Team: Ensuring the digital side of our service runs smoothly is a big help to 
our worshipers. If you’d like to get involved with learning some of the ropes of our AV sys-
tem you can volunteer to learn just one aspect of the system at your own pace: 
    
If you’d like to serve on one or more of these service teams please note the team you want 
to join on your connection card.  
 
Thanks for considering how you might serve in your new worship space! 
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Kid bags 
If you could kindly return the children’s activity bags we’d appreciate it. We’ll use them for 
future services. Thank you! 
 
 

Connection Cards 
Filling out a connection card will allow us to get your valuable feedback on our worship        
service. If this is your first time at Living Hope we also want the opportunity to give you a gift 
to say “thanks for being our guest!” You can place your cards in the offering plate or basket 
that is located near the entrance of the worship space. Also feel free to just hand it to pastor. 

 
 

Thank you to today’s musician! 
 Gretchen Bassett 

 
 

Communion at Living Hope 

Communion is important to us at Living Hope and we seek to honor the biblical view of close 

communion. Before coming up for communion, all adults should ask themselves these      

questions:  

1. Do you confess your sins and seek to turn away from the sins you confessed? 

2. Do you recognize that Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross is the only way sin is forgiven?  

3. Do you recognize that in the Sacrament you receive Jesus’ true body and true blood along 

with the bread and the wine? (1 Corinthians 11:27-29 + 1 Corinthians 10:15-17) 

4. Do you believe that the Bible IS God’s inspired Word and does not just contain some truths 

of God?  

5. Do you believe that Living Hope Lutheran Church teaches only the truth of God based on 
His inspired Word?  (A summary of these teachings is taught in the Foundations course.)  

 
 

  Pastor Eric Melso 

423-933-2452 

pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 

www.livinghopechatt.com  

 /livinghopechatt 

 @livinghopechatt HOPE for everyday! 


