
  

 

May 15, 2022 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Shepherd Speaks No Empty Words 

 

 

               

 



2 

 

 

 
 

We’re so glad you decided to worship with us today. You could have chosen to be anywhere 

this morning, and you chose to spend your time with Living Hope. Thank you! It ’s an honor to 

have you here and to have the chance to fill you with hope. Welcome to Living Hope.  

Current Series: Our New Kingdom Normal        Season of Easter 

No one wants to hear the phrase "new normal" anymore. We've heard it enough over the past 2 

years. But have we reached the new normal now? The pandemic seems to be over for good... 

What has changed? Is the new normal worse than the old normal? Is life worse now than it was 
before Covid-19? There have been a few changes to life, on the surface level. But really nothing 
has changed all that much. Sickness is still here, warfare starts up just like it always has, inflation 
and economic hardship still come and go, and death still claims victims. At its core, nothing much 

has changed in the world. Our "new normal" is kind of just the "old normal" on repeat.  

And yet there's a new "kingdom" normal that we get to enjoy today. Easter has changed every-
thing for us and it has changed how we live in this world. As part of God's kingdom, we have a 
new normal we operate with. Because of Easter our sin has been crushed, death has lost its sting, 

and we have a future hope that gives us hope for our everyday too.  

This April and May we're going to explore what life in God's post-Easter kingdom is like. This is a 

new normal we could get used to. This is a new normal we don't mind talking about all the time! 
 

Today’s Focus: Our Shepherd Speaks No Empty Words 

There are plenty of “talkers” in this world. People who talk a big game but don’t follow through 

with their actions. We’ve been victims of the “talkers” and we’ve maybe been the “talkers” 

ourselves sometimes, talking the talk but not walking the walk.  

But on Good Shepherd Sunday we get to focus on Jesus, our Shepherd who put word into ac-

tion and got down into the sheep pen with us. Jesus talked the talk and walked the walk. He is 

the Shepherd who has become the Lamb to free us from sin and take us out of         

this life of tribulation to an eternity of joy gathered around the Shepherd/Lamb’s               

throne in heaven. 

 

welcome to 

WORSHIP  

CURRENT SERIES INFO 
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ABOUT LIVING HOPE 

Living Hope Lutheran Church is a brand new mission church on Chattanooga’s east side.  We are funded 

by and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a collection of over 1,300 churches 

across the United States and Canada.   

Living Hope succeeds in its mission when hope forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life. 

For more on our mission, background, and beliefs just visit our website: livinghopechatt.com  

 

ABOUT WORSHIP 

Worship at Living Hope is designed to fill you with hope! The message you hear at Living Hope will cen-

ter you on your Savior, Jesus, and what he's done for you.  Worship isn't just about filling up God with 

praise. Worship is all about God filling you with good news!   
 

We follow a basic order of service, called the liturgy. In the message,  in specially selected Scripture 

readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news 

(gospel) about Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include               

participation of those in attendance.   

• Feel free to get up to use restrooms at any time during the service. 

• Restrooms are located around the corner to your right. 

• A nursery is available for small children out the left-hand side of the worship space. 
Just look for the Kid’s Zone sign just past the info corner by the main entrance. Feel 
free to use that space during worship. The service will be livestreamed into the room. 

• Kid activity bags are available on a table near the sanctuary entrance. 

• Please fill out a connection card. It’s our best way to stay in touch with you and thank 
  you for joining us today! You’ll find connection cards on the table at the entrance. 

 

• Everything you need to enjoy today’s worship will be found in this Worship Folder. 
  Songs will also be found on the screen. 

 

Show friends where you are—check in! 

/livinghopechatt 
 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net  A-730027  
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OPENING SONG—Speak, O Savior; I Am Listening 
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GOOD SHEPHERD GATHERING RITE   

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

M: With repentant hearts, we confess our sins: 

C: Merciful Father, like sheep, we have all gone astray, each turning to his own way.  Forgive 
us for our careless wandering, and by your grace, guide us back to the paths of righteous-
ness. 

M: Our heavenly Father has heard your pleas.  He placed your sins on Jesus, the Good Shep-
herd, who laid down his life for his sheep, and so, removed the burden of your guilt.  There-
fore, as a called servant of God, and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

M: Let us find comfort in the words of our Good Shepherd Jesus. 

C: The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. 

M: “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me.”       (John 10:14) 

C: He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, he restores my 
soul. 

M: “Whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst.  Indeed, the water I give him will be-
come in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”                                            (John 4:14) 

C: He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 

M: “I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.”                                                                                                                           
                  (John 14:6) 

C: Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you 
are with me. 

M: “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even thought he dies; 
and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.”                                         (John 11:25, 26) 

C: Your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

M: “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives.  Do not 
let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.”                                                      (John 14:27) 

The name of the Triune God and sign of the 
cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 
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C: You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. 

M: “So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we 
wear?’ For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you 
need them.”                                                                                                          (Matthew 6:31, 32) 

C: You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 

M: “But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you 
as well.”                                                                                                                        (Matthew 6:33) 

C: Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the 
house of the Lord forever. 

M: “In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going 

there to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back 

and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.”                           (John 14:2, 3) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jesus, Shepherd of the Sheep 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: O Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Good Shepherd who laid down your life for the 
sheep. Lead us now to the still waters of your life-giving Word that we may abide in 
your Father’s house forevermore; for you live and reign with him and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

GOD’S WORD 
 

EPISTLE Acts 13:15-16a, 26-39 

15 After the reading from the Law and the Prophets, the leaders of the synagogue sent word 
to them, saying, “Brothers, if you have a word of exhortation for the people, please speak.” 

16 Standing up, Paul motioned with his hand and said:...26 “Fellow children of Abraham and 
you God-fearing Gentiles, it is to us that this message of salvation has been sent. 27 The people 
of Jerusalem and their rulers did not recognize Jesus, yet in condemning him they fulfilled the 
words of the prophets that are read every Sabbath. 28 Though they found no proper ground 
for a death sentence, they asked Pilate to have him executed. 29 When they had carried out all 
that was written about him, they took him down from the cross and laid him in a tomb. 30 But 
God raised him from the dead, 31 and for many days he was seen by those who had traveled 
with him from Galilee to Jerusalem. They are now his witnesses to our people. 

32 “We tell you the good news: What God promised our ancestors 33 he has fulfilled for us, 
their children, by raising up Jesus. As it is written in the second Psalm: 

“‘You are my son; today I have become your father.’ 

34 God raised him from the dead so that he will never be subject to decay. As God has said, 

“‘I will give you the holy and sure blessings promised to David.’ 

35 So it is also stated elsewhere: 

“‘You will not let your holy one see decay.’ 

36 “Now when David had served God’s purpose in his own generation, he fell asleep; he was 
buried with his ancestors and his body decayed. 37 But the one whom God raised from the 
dead did not see decay. 

38 “Therefore, my friends, I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is pro-
claimed to you. 39 Through him everyone who believes is set free from every sin, a justification 

you were not able to obtain under the law of Moses.            NIV 
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Please stand 
 

 

GOSPEL John 10:22-30 

 

22 Then came the Festival of Dedication at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus 
was in the temple courts walking in Solomon’s Colonnade. 24 The Jews who 
were there gathered around him, saying, “How long will you keep us in        
suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 

25 Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The works I do in my 

Father’s name testify about me, 26 but you do not believe because you are not 

my sheep. 27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28 I 

give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out 

of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no 

one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.”

           NIV 

 

M: The gospel of our Lord.   

C: Praise be to Christ.  

 

 

Please be seated 
 

 

 

 

CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE  
Children are invited to come forward into the front row for the children’s message. They will be 
given a special message designed just for them that ties in with the sermon. 

 
 
 
 

The Gospel centers our worship as it shares with us the good news about Christ. 
We stand out of respect for our Savior as we hear about his words and deeds 
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SERMON HYMN—My Shepherd Will Supply My Need 
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SERMON Revelation 7:9-17 
9 After these things I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could 

count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing in front of the throne 

and of the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and with palm branches in their 

hands. 10 And they called out in a loud voice and said:  

 “Salvation come from our God, who sits on the throne, and from the Lamb.” 

11 All the angels stood around the throne, the elders, and the four living creatures. 

They fell on their faces before the throne and worshipped God, 12 saying: 

 “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and 

 might belong to our God for ever and ever. Amen!” 

13 One of the elders spoke to me and said, “These people dressed in white robes, 

who are they and where did they come from?” 

14And I answered him, “Sir, you know.” 

And he said to me, “These are the ones who are coming out of the great tribulation. 

They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the 

Lamb. 15 Because of this, 

 “they are in front of the throne of God, and they serve him day and night in his 

 temple. 

  He who sits on the throne will spread his tent over them. 

 16 They will never be hungry or thirsty again. 

  The sun will never beat upon them, nor will any scorching heat, 

 17 for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd. 

  He will lead them to springs of living water. 

    And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”           EHV 
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OUR SHEPHERD SPEAKS NO EMPTY WORDS 
 

Questions to consider while hearing the sermon:  
1. What’s the problem with big “talkers”? 

2. Are we just victims of talkers and their empty words? 

3. What kind of doubt might swirl in our heads sometimes even as Christians? 

4. What are 2 recurring themes that come up in these verses from Revelation 7? 

5. How did Jesus the Good Shepherd “walk the walk”? 

6. How are the robes made white? 

7. In what ways is our joy in heaven described in these verses? 

8. How can we face the tribulation of this world? 

Discussion questions:            (for Theology on Tap) 

1. Look at this artistic rendering of Revelation 7:9,10 by entering the link below. What do you notice in 
this picture? (https://www.fullofeyes.com/project/revelation-79-10/) 

2. Looking through all the readings we had today, including Psalm 23, name the picture or phrase 
about the Good Shepherd that comforts you most. 

3. Some English translations render verse 14: “These are they who have come out of the great tribula-
tion…” Compare that with the verse to the left. What’s the difference? Discuss why that might be a 
meaningful change. 

4. What unspoken mission imperative is here in these verses? 

 

 

     

 

TRUTH — Our Shepherd backs up his words with works by becoming the Lamb for us. 
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Please stand 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He  descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He       
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the             
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

 

Please be seated 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

OFFERING 
We collect offerings out of thanks for what God has done for us so that we can support Gospel 
work here and around the world. If you are a guest with us don’t feel obligated to contribute. 
This service is our free gift to you!  You can also go online to give with our Paypal button on the 
website:  livinghopechatt.com/give. Or give right from your phone by using the QR code above. 
 
 

 

 

 

Christians have used the Apostles’ Creed since the second century to 
unite themselves together and to obey God’s invitation to “confess 
with our mouth and believe with our hearts” (Romans 10:9).  

https://livinghopechatt.com/give
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The Lord is my Shepherd I've all that I need 
He makes me lie down where the pastures are green 
Beside quiet waters he leads me to rest 
And guides me on paths of His righteousness  
 
This He has done His great name to display. Alleluia. Amen. 

Though I walk through the valley the shadow of death 
Because You are with me no evil I dread 
Your rod and Your staff ever comfort my soul  
In banquets of mercy my cup overflows 

This He has done His great name to display. Alleluia. Amen 
 
He refreshes my soul 
 
For surely Your goodness and glorious grace  
Will follow me closely in all of my ways 
For surely Your goodness and glorious grace 
Will follow me closely in all of my ways 
 
I'll dwell in the house of the Lord all my days. Alleluia. Amen.  

 

Words and Music by Keith & Kristyn Getty and Tom Douglas  

©2018 Getty Music Publishing (BMI) (adm. by MusicServices.org) / Sony/ATV Tree Publishing (BMI) / 
Tomdouglasmusic (BMI) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PERFORMED BY ERIC AND MELINDA LOPEZ 

ANTHEM — The Lord Is My Shepherd 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

M: Almighty and merciful God, we rejoice in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Increase 

our faith that the grace of the empty tomb may fill our lives and make us glad 

each day. 

C:  When we are weak be our strength, when we are sad be our song, and when 

we sin be our salvation. 

M:  Remove the disgrace of death from all who mourn. In moments of grief call be-

lievers through the voice of our Good Shepherd, and embolden us to follow his 

promises. In their hopelessness of despair turn the faithless to trust in the only 

Way, Truth, and Life. 

C:  Wipe away tears born of death, and give new birth to a living hope in the hearts 

of the lost and troubled. Use our witness as compassion and comfort for others 

in need of mercy. 

M:  King of kings and Lord of lords, destroy all dominion, authority, and power that 

stands against you, whether seen or unseen. Whatever evil exerts itself against 

your saving will – false teaching or lukewarm faith, Satan’s lies or worldly pleas-

ures, empty worship or futile religion – rule it for the sake of the gospel’s free 

course. 

C:  Triumph over our enemies, and empower the Church to fight the good fight to 

the end. Never leave us or forsake us.  

M:  Heavenly Father keep the baptized united with your Son in his resurrection. Put 

to death the fleshly urges of those caught in addictions, clothe in your righteous-

ness anyone ashamed of good intentions which have fallen short, and assure 

those searching for purpose that their eternal identity as your dear children is 

sealed. 

C:  Thank you for the power of baptism working in our lives, and for the certainty 

of its promises through the resurrection. Enrich us with everything we need for 

life and godliness. 

Praying the prayer of the church is a time when we 
can pray for people in all kinds of circumstances 
and for the work of God’s church on earth. 
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M:  O Lord of life, you have done mighty things for us! We pray through him who is the 

Beginning and the End, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: His name is above every name, to the glory of God the Father! Amen.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

 your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BLESSING 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.   

C: AMEN. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

When Jesus’ disciples asked him how to pray he 
gave them the words of this prayer. (Matt. 6:9-13 
and Luke 11:2-4) Since Jesus advises we pray this 
way, we say “The Lord’s Prayer” every Sunday. 

The historical “blessing of Aaron” 
(Numbers 6:24-26) has been spoken 
over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  
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CLOSING SONG—Jerusalem the Golden 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Upcoming services 
Join Living Hope on Sundays in May for a worship series called “Our New Kingdom Normal.” 

 
 
 
 

Sunday Study and Sunday School—Today at @ 11:15AM 
Sunday study for adults and Sunday school for children starts at 11:15. The adults will contin-
ue a study on Romans 1-8 called “The X Factor” by the coffee bar and the children will meet 
in the Kids Zone classroom. 
X Factor Study: This course aims at defining the Christian “X” factor. In other words, what is it 
that makes Christianity unique from every other religion and what makes Christians so differ-
ent from other people? Romans 1-8 is a great overview of the Christian faith and the applica-
tion of that faith in a Christian’s life.  

 
 
 
 

Theology on Tap—Tuesday May 17 @ 7:00PM 
Grab a drink. Grab a bite to eat. Get a taste for good theology and good conversation in a laid 
back setting.  Each week we'll take a deeper look at Sundays sermon content and discuss how 
to apply that message to everyday life.  
 
Theology on Tap meets at Lupi’s Pizza in Cambridge Square.  
9454 Bradmore Ln. Suite 109 
Cambridge Square, Ooltewah 
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Foundations Bible Study 
We all want answers to life’s biggest questions. But the process for finding them often seems 
a bit intimidating. Where do I even start? How do I read the Bible? Will I even understand it? 
There’s no better place to start than by jumping into a Foundations Class. If you’re interested 
in membership here at Living Hope this is our “next step” class, but even if you’re not inter-
ested in membership you’ll find it to be a good overview of what God has to say to you in his 
Word. We believe this course is one of the most valuable offerings we can provide to people 
in our community. 
 
One new small group class will meet this Wednesday @ 7:00PM in 
Ooltewah. If you’re interested in attending the course just check the 
box on your connection card that says “I’d like to attend a member-
ship class.” If a different time works better for you class times are 
flexible and can be done in small groups or one-on-one with pastor. 
 
You can check out the “Bible Basics” page on our website to hear more about the course and 
sign up for a study slot. https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics.  
 
 
 

Kid bags 
If you could kindly return the children’s activity bags we’d appreciate it. We’ll use them for 
future services. Thank you! 
 
 

Connection Cards 
Filling out a connection card will allow us to get your valuable feedback on our worship        
service. If this is your first time at Living Hope we also want the opportunity to give you a gift 
to say “thanks for being our guest!” You can place your cards in the offering plate or basket 
that is located near the entrance of the worship space. Also feel free to just hand it to pastor. 

 
 

Fellowship Outing—Chattanooga Lookouts—Friday May 27th—7:15PM 
 Living Hope’s next outing is another Lookouts baseball game. We can 

get a group rate for going as a church. Please sign up at the bulletin 
board in the gathering area or reach out to Fellowship coordinator 
Robbin Lundquist. Tickets are $11 each. Please pay Robbin in advance. 
There’s also an option to come early to have dinner at Big River Grill 
downtown. Sign up for that at the bulletin board as well. 

  
 Robbin Lundquist: 423-774-5940 rlundquist34@gmail.com 

https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics
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Volunteer Opportunities for Church 
Sunday Setup/Greeter Team: To help accomplish a warm welcome for worshipers, we’re 
looking for some members to get on a rotation as part of our Sunday setup and greeter 
team. Duties listed below: 

• Set up additional flags and signs outside.  
• Set up Living Hope tent outside of main entrance.  
• Set up for communion if scheduled on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month.  
• Welcome worshipers near the entrance of church starting about 10-15 minutes prior to 

 the service. Stay outside or in gathering area for an additional 5-8 minutes after service 
 starts to welcome others coming later. 

•  Clean up gathering area after service/Bible study  
 o Sweep (gathering area + sanctuary)—Clean up coffee—Take out trash 

 
Usher Team: Ushers will help make the worship service run smoothly. Consider getting in the 
rotation as an usher to help run the following tasks during the worship service: 

• Light candles right before service. (children/youth can help with this one too) 
• Pass offering plates after the sermon (children/youth can help with this one too) 
• Direct and guide communicants for the Lord’s Supper 
• Assist with seating in worship 

  
Snack Providers: Feed them and they will come! One of the easiest ways we can create a 
welcoming environment for members and guests is with food! Please consider signing up to 
be on a rotation of snack providers for a Sunday. This task includes: 

• Purchase or make/bake 1 snack to share 
•  Leave during the last song during worship to set out the snacks, utensils, cups, etc. 
•  Take the remaining leftovers of your snack home with you or give to someone 

 
Audio/Visual Team: Ensuring the digital side of our service runs smoothly is a big help to 
our worshipers. If you’d like to get involved with learning some of the ropes of our AV sys-
tem you can volunteer to learn just one aspect of the system at your own pace: 

• Switching worship slides 
•  Running the worship camera 
•  Running the soundboard/microphones 
•  Connecting instruments and mics for musicians 

   
If you’d like to serve on one or more of these service teams please note the team you want 
to join on your connection card. Please note it even if you’re already currently serving on a 
team. If you need one more week to consider and pray about it please write: “1 week to 
pray” and then come back with your answer next Sunday. 
Thanks for considering how you might serve in your new worship space! 
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Thank you for your service! 
A big thank you to Mary Snyder who has served as our Sunday service teams coordinator 
since 2018! Mary will be stepping down at the end of May and Lois Thom will be taking over 
as the new coordinator for Sunday setup and snack providing. Thank you for your faithful 
service Mary and Lois!  
If you have more questions on providing snacks or Sunday setup please contact Lois. 
(678) 488-1316    -    loisandbradt86@gmail.com 

 
 

Thank you to today’s musicians and vocalists! 
 Eric and Melinda Lopez 

 
 

Members’ Minute 
Upcoming graduations… Mary and Chuck Snyder’s grandson, Joseph Wheat, from Bob Jones 
High School (May 16th ), Jeremy Falls from Luther Preparatory School (May 21st ), and Jakob 
Hawkins, Teresa McDaniel’s grandson, from Heritage High School in Ringgold, GA, (May 
26th). Congratulations graduates!!  
Upcoming events...Saturday, June 4th Dagon Talley will be involved in hosting a Pancake 
Breakfast in Cleveland, TN. For tickets or more information, please see Dagon Talley or her 
mom, Kate. (katiebloodgood@yahoo.com) 
WELS Youth Rally at University of Tennessee in Knoxville TN  - June 28th through July 1st (for 
incoming 9th graders through outgoing high school seniors) 
Other news...We welcome home Terry Lundquist after a month working in Kansas City.  
 
Please keep your news and dates coming in so we can stay connected! 
Contact Jennifer Falls at 931-409-5454. 

Pastor Eric Melso 

423-933-2452 

pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 

www.livinghopechatt.com  

 /livinghopechatt 

 @livinghopechatt HOPE for everyday! 


