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We’re so glad you decided to worship with us today. You could have chosen to be anywhere 

this morning, and you chose to spend your time with Living Hope. Thank you! It’s an honor to 

have you here and to have the chance to fill you with hope. Welcome to Living Hope.  

Current Series: Uncovered 

Epiphany is a Greek word that means "to appear." Salvation has appeared in the person of   
Jesus Christ. In Epiphany, the Church explores everything that Christ makes apparent about 
God. We need God to appear to us and make himself known to us. For not only is God beyond 
our understanding, his works and his ways are contrary to mankind's natural assumptions 
about him. In other words, the truth about God cannot possibly be discovered by us. Rather, it 
needs to be uncovered for us. That's what the Spirit is doing for us during this season of    
Epiphany. Week after week, surprising truths about Jesus our King and life in his kingdom will 
be uncovered.  
 

 
 
 

Today’s Focus: Anointing Uncovered 

Our sight tends to be the sense we trust most. We say we will believe something when we see 
it. That presents a problem when it comes to the work of God. So often what our eye sees 
differs from what God decrees. This is true of the life of Jesus. In the eyes of the world, he was 
nothing special. This is also true in the life of the Christian.  In our own eyes and in the eyes of 
the world we may not seem to be anything special. We may not seem to be God’s anointed 
sons and daughters—we look quite the opposite most times. However, to assure us that we 
are his set-apart children, God connects his grace, power, and blessing to something we can 
see—a visible sign: the anointing of baptism.  

welcome to 

WORSHIP  

CURRENT SERIES INFO 
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ABOUT LIVING HOPE 

Living Hope Lutheran Church is a brand new mission church on Chattanooga’s east side.  We are funded 

by and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a collection of over 1,300 churches 

across the United States and Canada.   

Living Hope succeeds in its mission when hope forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life.  

For more on our mission, background, and beliefs just visit our website: livinghopechatt.com  

 

ABOUT WORSHIP 

Worship at Living Hope is designed to fill you with hope! The message you hear at Living Hope will cen-

ter you on your Savior, Jesus, and what he's done for you.  Worship isn't just about filling up God with 

praise. Worship is all about God filling you with good news!   

 

We follow a basic order of service, called the liturgy. In the message,  in specially selected Scripture 

readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news 

(gospel) about Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include               

participation of those in attendance.   

• Feel free to get up to use restrooms at any time during the service. 

• Restrooms are located around the corner to your right. 

• A quiet nursery is available for nursing mothers and small children out the right-hand 
side of the worship space. A Kid’s Zone is also available out the left-hand side of the 
worship space just past the info corner. Feel free to use those spaces during worship. 

• Kid activity bags are available and will be sanitized each week. 

• Please fill out a connection card. It’s our best way to stay in touch with you and thank 
  you for joining us today! You’ll find connection cards on the table at the entrance. 

 

• Everything you need to enjoy today’s worship will be found in this Worship Folder. 
  Songs will also be found on the screen. 

 

Show friends where you are—check in! 

/livinghopechatt 
 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net  A-730027  
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CALL TO WORSHIP   

Minister:  The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

 

Congregation:  And also with you. 

 

The name of the Triune God and sign of the 
cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 

OPENING SONG—Lord Jesus Christ Be Present Now 
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CONFESSION + ABSOLUTION  

M: Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love  

C: according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions.  

M: Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.  

C: For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me.  

M: Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight,  

C: so that you are proved right when you speak and justified when you judge.  

M: Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.  

C: Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity.                                   

M: Create in me a pure heart, O God,  

C: and renew a steadfast spirit within me.  

M: Do not cast me from your presence  

C: or take your Holy Spirit from me.  

M: Restore to me the joy of your salvation  

C: and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.   (Psalm 51 select verses) 

M: Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not desire the death of sin-

ners but rather that they turn from their wickedness and live. Therefore, I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit. 

Let us implore God to give us renewal and his Holy Spirit. May we continue to abide in 

the true faith and at the last be received by him through the merits of Jesus Christ 

our Lord.  

C: Amen.  

In every worship service we confess 
our sins then cling to the forgiveness 
that Jesus gives us. Confession is called 
the “heartbeat of the Christian.” 
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Christ Begins 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan you proclaimed him 

your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Keep us who are baptized 
into Christ faithful in our calling as your children and make us heirs with him of ever-
lasting life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 
GOD’S WORD 

 

OLD TESTAMENT 1 Samuel 16:1-13 

The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected 

him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending you 

to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his sons to be king.” 

2 But Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.” 

The Lord said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ 
3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what to do. You are to anoint for 

me the one I indicate.” 

4 Samuel did what the Lord said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the 

town trembled when they met him. They asked, “Do you come in peace?” 

5 Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord. Consecrate 

yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me.” Then he consecrated Jesse and his 

sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 

6 When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed 

stands here before the Lord.” 

7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I 

have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look 

at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” 

8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, 
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“The Lord has not chosen this one either.” 9 Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but 

Samuel said, “Nor has the Lord chosen this one.” 10 Jesse had seven of his sons pass 

before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The Lord has not chosen these.” 11 So he 

asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?” 

“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.” 

Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.” 

12 So he sent for him and had him brought in. He was glowing with health and had a 

fine appearance and handsome features. 

Then the Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.” 

13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, 

and from that day on the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon David. Samuel 

then went to Ramah.        

           NIV 

 

 
EPISTLE Titus 3:4-7 

 

4 But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not     

because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us 

through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out 

on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that, having been justified by 

his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.    

           NIV 

 

 

 

CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE  
Children are invited to come forward into the front row for the children’s message. They will be 
given a special message designed just for them that ties in with the sermon. 
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SERMON HYMN—There Is a Redeemer 
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Please stand 

 

SERMON Luke 3:15-17, 21-23  
 

15 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts 

if John might possibly be the Messiah. 16 John answered them all, “I baptize you 

with water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of 

whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 

and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to 

gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with                    

unquenchable fire.”   

21 When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he 

was praying, heaven was opened 22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in 

bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, 

whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” 

23 Now Jesus himself was about thirty years old when he began his ministry. 

           NIV 

M: The gospel of our Lord.   

C: Praise be to Christ.  
 

Please be seated 

 
 
 

The Gospel centers our worship as it shares with us the good news about Christ. 
We stand out of respect for our Savior as we hear about his words and deeds 
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WHAT THE EYE SEES DIFFERS FROM WHAT GOD DECREES  
 

Questions to consider while hearing the sermon: 

1. What does “Christ” mean? 

2. Why did so many think John the Baptist was the Christ? 

3. What kind of Jesus are so many people looking for today? 

 

4. What does God decree about our sin? 

5. What was Jesus “anointed” to do at his baptism? 

6. What happens to us in our baptisms?  

7. What does God the Father decree about you and me? 

8. In what way are we anointed at baptism? 

 

My notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRUTH — At his baptism, Jesus goes in clean and comes out marked for death.       
At our baptisms, we go in marked and come out clean. 
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Please stand 

 
NICENE CREED 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the      
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and      
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
 

Please be seated 
 
 

OFFERING 
We collect offerings out of thanks for what God has done for us so that we can support Gospel 
work here and around the world. If you are a guest with us don’t feel obligated to contribute. 
This service is our free gift to you!  We will not be passing any offering plates at this time. 
Please deposit your offerings in the basket near the exit as you leave today. Thank you! 
You can also go online to give with our Paypal button on the website:  livinghopechatt.com/give 
Or give right from your phone by using the QR code. 
 
 
 
 
 

Christians have used the Nicene Creed since the fourth century to 
unite themselves together and to obey God’s invitation to “confess 
with our mouth and believe with our hearts” (Romans 10:9).  

https://livinghopechatt.com/give
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   
   

M: In peace let us pray to the Lord.   

 For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all 

they need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 

M: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are   

lost in sin may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

C:  Christ, have mercy. 

M: For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven 

as we await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

M: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

C: Amen. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 

When Jesus’ disciples asked him how to pray he 
gave them the words of this prayer. (Matt. 6:9-13 
and Luke 11:2-4) Since Jesus advises we pray this 
way, we say “The Lord’s Prayer” every Sunday. 

Kyrie is the Greek word for Lord. The 
expression “Lord, have mercy” is 
one of the oldest worship responses 
in the Christian church. 
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Please see the announcement about our communion practice at the back of this worship folder. 
 
 

HOLY COMMUNION  
 

M: The Lord be with you.  

C: And also with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts.   

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  

C: It is good and right so to do. 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lived among us 
as a human being and revealed his glory as your only Son, full of grace and truth. Therefore, 
with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glori-
ous song: 
 
 

Song: Holy, Holy, Holy (Sanctus) 
 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. 

The whole earth is full of your glory.  
You are my God, and I will exalt you. 
I will give you thanks, for you have become my salvation. 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. 
The whole earth is full of your glory. 

 
 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
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DISTRIBUTION  
Personal Prayer: Lord Jesus, with joy and gratitude I now come to your table to receive the      
precious food of your life-giving body and blood. May it strengthen me to remain in you as you 
remain in me, so that I bear much fruit in devoted service to you and in acts of kindness to       
others. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Song: Song of Simeon  
 

Lord let your servant depart in peace, 
according to your Word. 

For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
which you have prepared before the face 
of all people. 

A light to lighten the Gentiles  
and the glory of your people, Israel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

BLESSING 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. 

Live in harmony with one another. 
Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.   

C: AMEN. 

The historical “blessing of Aaron” 
(Numbers 6:24-26) has been spoken 
over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  

Simeon sang this song as baby Jesus was presented 
to him in the temple. Simeon could now depart this 
world with joy, having seen his Savior face to face. 
We also depart worship today in peace having seen 
our Savior here in Word and Sacrament. 

As you wait to go up to the table take some moments 
to examine your heart. Acknowledge sin. Trust God’s 
forgiveness through Christ. Recognize the real      
presence of Jesus’ body and blood together with the 
bread and wine. (1 Corinthians 11:27-29) 
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CLOSING SONG—A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Upcoming services 

Join Living Hope on Sundays in January and February for an Epiphany series called 
“Uncovered.” We’ll uncover surprising truths about Jesus our King and life in his kingdom. 

 
- Next Sunday: January 16—Fullness Uncovered 

 
 
Sunday Study and Sunday School—Today 

Right after worship today we’ll have a Sunday School session for children. The class will meet 
in the children’s classroom by the Kid’s Zone sign. Adults will not have a study today. Instead, 
everyone is invited to give input on a wish-list for each room in the new church facility. Or-
ange sheets on clipboards will be posted throughout the building. Take a pen with you and 
chat with others about what to put on the wish list for each room—and take note of any ide-
as for each space that you have. 
 
 

ARRANGED BY ILLUMINE 
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Introducing Jesus Bible study 
A new Sunday Study for adults will resume on Sunday January 16th right after worship.  
“Introducing Jesus” is a bible study where the student is introduced to how to read the Bible, 
what the gospels are, and how each of the four gospels has a unique author writing to a 
unique audience, giving us four ways of sharing who Jesus is. This study is useful not only for 
those new to the Bible, but also for Christians working on how to talk about Jesus as a real, 
historical figure. 

 
 

Theology on Tap 
Our midweek study, Theology on Tap, will resume on Tuesday February 1st at 7:00PM. 
 
 

Kid bags 
If you could kindly return the children’s activity bags we’d appreciate it. We’ll use them for 
future services. Thank you! 
 

 

Volunteer Opportunities for Church 
Audio/Visual Team: Living Hope is looking for at least one more person to help with our 
Audio/Visual team on Sunday mornings. This is a great way to help get our message of 
“hope for everyday” in front of people every Sunday! If you’re interested in learning 
something new or already have a background in AV please speak with Pastor Melso. This 
position would only require a time commitment for Sunday mornings. Now that we don’t 
have to set up and take down the AV equipment, this will be an easier time to get some 
more backups trained and to get a volunteer rotation going.  
 
Snack Providers: Feed them and they will come! One of the easiest ways we can create a 
welcoming environment for members and guests is with food! Please consider signing up to 
help bring snacks for after worship. We’d love to expand this opportunity by adding more 
people who are willing to bring some homemade or store-bought snacks in order to bless our 
fellowship together. 
 
Greeters and Ushers: We can’t wait to welcome the community into our new worship space! 
To help us accomplish a warm welcome, we’re looking for some members to get on a rota-
tion as greeters and ushers. Our setup is far less complicated now that we have our own 
space but we’d still like to put up a few extra flags and signs each Sunday too. Whoever is on 
greeting duty will help out with that task too. 
 
Thanks for considering how you might serve in your new worship space! 
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Foundations Bible Study 
We all want answers to life’s biggest questions. But the process for 
finding them often seems a bit intimidating. Where do I even start? 
How do I read the Bible? Will I even understand it? There’s no better 
place to start than by jumping into a Foundations Class. 
 
Check out the “Bible Basics” page on our website to hear more about the course and sign up 
for a study slot. https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics  
Group class will start on Wednesday January 12th at 6:30PM right here at church. 
Get in touch with pastor if you want to jump in a group or individual class! 

 

 

 

Communion at Living Hope 

Communion is important to us at Living Hope and we seek to honor the biblical view of close 

communion. Before coming up for communion, all adults should ask themselves these ques-

tions:  

1. Do you confess your sins and seek to turn away from the sins you confessed? 

2. Do you recognize that Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross is the only way sin is forgiven?  

3. Do you recognize that in the Sacrament you receive Jesus’ true body and true blood along 

with the bread and the wine? (1 Corinthians 11:27-29 + 1 Corinthians 10:15-17) 

4. Do you believe that the Bible IS God’s inspired Word and does not just contain some truths 

of God?  

5. Do you believe that Living Hope Lutheran Church teaches only the truth of God based on 
His inspired Word?  (A summary of these teachings is taught in the Foundations course.)  

 
 
 
   

https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics
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Pastor Eric Melso 

423-933-2452 

pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 

www.livinghopechatt.com  

 /livinghopechatt 

 @livinghopechatt 

HOPE for everyday! 


