
  

 

February 13, 2022 
 

 

 

 

Definitions Uncovered 

 

 

               

 



2 

 

 

 
 

We’re so glad you decided to worship with us today. You could have chosen to be anywhere 

this morning, and you chose to spend your time with Living Hope. Thank you! It’s an honor to 

have you here and to have the chance to fill you with hope. Welcome to Living Hope.  

Current Series: Uncovered 

Epiphany is a Greek word that means "to appear." Salvation has appeared in the person of   
Jesus Christ. In Epiphany, the Church explores everything that Christ makes apparent about 
God. We need God to appear to us and make himself known to us. For not only is God beyond 
our understanding, his works and his ways are contrary to mankind's natural assumptions 
about him. In other words, the truth about God cannot possibly be discovered by us. Rather, it 
needs to be uncovered for us. That's what the Spirit is doing for us during this season of    
Epiphany. Week after week, surprising truths about Jesus our King and life in his kingdom will 
be uncovered.  
 

 
 
 
 

Today’s Focus: Definitions Uncovered 

What does it mean to be blessed? What does it mean to be cursed? The definitions for those 
words are uncovered by God for us today. Turns out, the things we place our trust in have the 
ability to either curse us or bless us. The things we place our trust in determine the places we 
set down our roots—either in the parched desert or by the stream. Since the object of our 
trust will bless us, let’s root down by Jesus and his good Word and trust him to provide. 

welcome to 

WORSHIP  

CURRENT SERIES INFO 
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ABOUT LIVING HOPE 

Living Hope Lutheran Church is a brand new mission church on Chattanooga’s east side.  We are funded 

by and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a collection of over 1,300 churches 

across the United States and Canada.   

Living Hope succeeds in its mission when hope forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life.  

For more on our mission, background, and beliefs just visit our website: livinghopechatt.com  

 

ABOUT WORSHIP 

Worship at Living Hope is designed to fill you with hope! The message you hear at Living Hope will cen-

ter you on your Savior, Jesus, and what he's done for you.  Worship isn't just about filling up God with 

praise. Worship is all about God filling you with good news!   

 

We follow a basic order of service, called the liturgy. In the message,  in specially selected Scripture 

readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news 

(gospel) about Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include               

participation of those in attendance.   

• Feel free to get up to use restrooms at any time during the service. 

• Restrooms are located around the corner to your right. 

• A quiet nursery is available for nursing mothers and small children out the left-hand 
side of the worship space. Just look for the Kid’s Zone sign just past the info corner by 
the main entrance. Feel free to use that space during worship. 

• Kid activity bags are available and will be sanitized each week. 

• Please fill out a connection card. It’s our best way to stay in touch with you and thank 
  you for joining us today! You’ll find connection cards on the table at the entrance. 

 

• Everything you need to enjoy today’s worship will be found in this Worship Folder. 
  Songs will also be found on the screen. 

 

Show friends where you are—check in! 

/livinghopechatt 
 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net  A-730027  
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OPENING SONG—Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 



5 

 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP   

Minister:  The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

 

Congregation:  And also with you. 

 
 
 
 

CONFESSION + ABSOLUTION  

M: Let us confess our sins to God, our Father. 

C: O Lord, our God, we confess that during times in our lives 

when it feels as though the earth gives way and the mountains fall into the sea, 

we have not looked to you as our fortress and strength. 

Too often we look to ourselves, 

not fearing, loving, and trusting in you above all things. 

We humbly ask that for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us, 

so that we may delight in your will 

and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

M: There is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. 

C: Amen.          Romans 3:22–24 

M: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake forgives 

you all your sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ, and by his authority, I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

In every worship service we confess 
our sins then cling to the forgiveness 
that Jesus gives us. Confession is called 
the “heartbeat of the Christian.” 

The name of the Triune God and sign of the 
cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Lord God, in mercy receive the prayers of your people. Grant them the wisdom to know the 

things that please you and the grace and power always to accomplish them; through Jesus 

Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C: Amen. 

GOD’S WORD 
 
 
 

EPISTLE 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 

 Therefore, in order to keep me from becoming conceited, I was given a thorn in 

my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord 

to take it away from me. 9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my 

power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about 

my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. 10 That is why, for Christ’s 

sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. 

For when I am weak, then I am strong.       

            NIV 

 

PSALM  Psalm 1 
M:  Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked 

C:  or stand in the way that sinners take 

M:  or sit in the company of mockers, 

C:  but whose delight is in the law of the Lord, 

M:  and who meditates on his law day and night. 

C:  That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, 

M:  which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither— 

C: whatever they do prospers. NIV (select verses) 
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Please stand 
 
GOSPEL Luke 6:17-26 

 

17 He went down with them and stood on a level place. A large crowd of his disciples 

was there and a great number of people from all over Judea, from Jerusalem, and 

from the coastal region around Tyre and Sidon, 18 who had come to hear him and to 

be healed of their diseases. Those troubled by impure spirits were cured, 19 and the 

people all tried to touch him, because power was coming from him and healing them 

all. 20 Looking at his disciples, he said: 

“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 
21 Blessed are you who hunger now, for you will be satisfied. 

Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. 
22 Blessed are you when people hate you, when they exclude you and insult you 

    and reject your name as evil, because of the Son of Man. 

23 “Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven. For 

that is how their ancestors treated the prophets. 

24 “But woe to you who are rich, for you have already received your comfort. 
25 Woe to you who are well fed now, for you will go hungry. 

Woe to you who laugh now, for you will mourn and weep. 
26 Woe to you when everyone speaks well of you, for that is how their ancestors 

treated the false prophets.        

           NIV 

M: The gospel of our Lord.   

C: Praise be to Christ.  
 

Please be seated 
 

 

CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE  
Children are invited to come forward into the front row for the children’s message. They will be 
given a special message designed just for them that ties in with the sermon. 

The Gospel centers our worship as it shares with us the good news about Christ. 
We stand out of respect for our Savior as we hear about his words and deeds 
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SERMON HYMN—My Shepherd Will Supply My Need 
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SERMON Jeremiah 17:5-8 
5 This is what the Lord says: 

“Cursed is the one who trusts in man, 

    who draws strength from mere flesh 

    and whose heart turns away from the Lord. 
6 That person will be like a bush in the wastelands; 

    they will not see prosperity when it comes. 

They will dwell in the parched places of the desert, 

    in a salt land where no one lives. 
7 “But blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord, 

    whose confidence is in him. 
8 They will be like a tree planted by the water 

    that sends out its roots by the stream. 

It does not fear when heat comes; 

    its leaves are always green. 

It has no worries in a year of drought 

    and never fails to bear fruit.”      

           NIV 
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TRUST THAT WILL CURSE. TRUST THAT WILL BLESS.  
 

Questions to consider while hearing the sermon: 

1. Which plant are you? Which one do you feel like? 

2. What shallow places have we sent down our roots and placed our trust in? 

3. What do we have in common with the Israelites of Jeremiah’s day? 

4. The point isn’t to focus on your faith but to focus on the ____________ of your faith.  

5. What else can the word “planted” mean and why is that so cool? 

6. What are some ways that tree by the stream, and you, are described? 

7. What makes a survivor survive? What makes a person resilient? 

Discussion questions:       (for Theology on Tap) 
1. How would you define what it is to be cursed? To be blessed? 

2. List some things that sometimes make you feel like a dry bush. 

3. List some things that make you feel like a tree by the stream. 

4. What do you think it means that a person who “trusts in man...will not see prosperity when 

it comes”? 

5. "Our talents can be our burdens; our burdens can be turned into talents.”        

Evaluate that statement. In what ways does it tie in to Jeremiah 17? 

6. “It is a sacred duty of the church to equip our people to distinguish between the authentic 

divine imperative and the many brands of attractively packaged sound-bytes and buzz 

words that pass for revelation in our shallow times."          

Evaluate that statement. In what ways does it tie in to Jeremiah 17? 

TRUTH — We’re forgiven for not trusting in God enough. 
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Please stand 

 

NICENE CREED 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the      
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and      
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
 

Please be seated 
 
 

OFFERING 
We collect offerings out of thanks for what God has done for us so that we can support Gospel 
work here and around the world. If you are a guest with us don’t feel obligated to contribute. 
This service is our free gift to you!  We will not be passing any offering plates at this time. 
Please deposit your offerings in the basket near the exit as you leave today. Thank you! 
You can also go online to give with our Paypal button on the website:  livinghopechatt.com/give 
Or give right from your phone by using the QR code. 
 
 
NEW MEMBER WELCOME 
Donald McCary 
 
 

Christians have used the Nicene Creed since the fourth century to 
unite themselves together and to obey God’s invitation to “confess 
with our mouth and believe with our hearts” (Romans 10:9).  

https://livinghopechatt.com/give
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH      

M: Gracious God and Father, we praise you for the countless blessings, which we     
receive from your hand: the beauties of creation and the bounties of the earth, the 
joy of life and the pleasure of friendship, the good of work and the gift of rest, the 
privilege to share happiness and sorrow with one another. Above all we praise and 
thank you for your saving Word and for you Son’s body and blood, which you give 
us to eat and to drink in the sacrament. Through these means of grace, you send 
the Holy Spirit into our hearts and unite us to Jesus and to the whole Christian 
Church on earth. 

C:  Strengthen us through this heavenly food; increase our trust in Christ and our 
love for one another. 

M:  Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M:  Now, eternal God and Father, keep us in the saving faith and so enable us to    
overcome all things through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 

When Jesus’ disciples asked him how to pray he 
gave them the words of this prayer. (Matt. 6:9-13 
and Luke 11:2-4) Since Jesus advises we pray this 
way, we say “The Lord’s Prayer” every Sunday. 
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Please see the announcement about our communion practice at the back of this worship folder. 
 
 

HOLY COMMUNION  
 

M: The Lord be with you.  

C: And also with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts.   

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  

C: It is good and right so to do. 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lived among us 
as a human being and revealed his glory as your only Son, full of grace and truth. Therefore, 
with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glori-
ous song: 
 
 

Song: Holy, Holy, Holy (Sanctus) 
 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. 

The whole earth is full of your glory.  
You are my God, and I will exalt you. 
I will give you thanks, for you have become my salvation. 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. 
The whole earth is full of your glory. 

 
 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
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DISTRIBUTION  
Personal Prayer: Lord Jesus, with joy and gratitude I now come to your table to receive the      
precious food of your life-giving body and blood. May it strengthen me to remain in you as you 
remain in me, so that I bear much fruit in devoted service to you and in acts of kindness to       
others. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Song: Song of Simeon  
 

Lord let your servant depart in peace, 
according to your Word. 

For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
which you have prepared before the face 
of all people. 

A light to lighten the Gentiles  
and the glory of your people, Israel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

BLESSING 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. 

Live in harmony with one another. 
Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.   

C: AMEN. 

The historical “blessing of Aaron” 
(Numbers 6:24-26) has been spoken 
over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  

Simeon sang this song as baby Jesus was presented 
to him in the temple. Simeon could now depart this 
world with joy, having seen his Savior face to face. 
We also depart worship today in peace having seen 
our Savior here in Word and Sacrament. 

As you wait to go up to the table take some moments 
to examine your heart. Acknowledge sin. Trust God’s 
forgiveness through Christ. Recognize the real      
presence of Jesus’ body and blood together with the 
bread and wine. (1 Corinthians 11:27-29) 
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CLOSING SONG—Take the World but Give Me Jesus 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Upcoming services 
Join Living Hope on Sundays in January and February for an Epiphany series called 
“Uncovered.” We’ll uncover surprising truths about Jesus our King and life in his kingdom. 

 
- Next Sunday: February 20—Reactions Uncovered 
 
 

Sunday Study and Sunday School—Today 
The adults will continue the “Introducing Jesus” study in the gathering area.  
Children’s Sunday school will take place concurrently. Their class will meet in the children’s 
classroom by the Kid’s Zone sign.  

 
 

Theology on Tap 
Our midweek study, Theology on Tap, will resume on Tuesday February 15th at 7:00PM. 
This week we will meet here at church. 
 
 

Church Work Day—Saturday February 19 @ 9:00AM 
We've got a list of projects to complete at our new facility. You can play a part in making our 
space even better by donating just a little time and elbow grease these next two Saturdays. 
We'll have a list of projects and a wide range of tasks so everyone can find a job they’re com-
fortable helping with. The materials needed to get the projects done will be provided but 
please bring along a set of tools from home that you like using, just to make sure we have 
enough for everyone. Please bring a ladder if you have one and are able to transport it. 
There's a number of lights and ceiling tiles that need replacing.  
 
 

Building Committee Contact Info 
Committee Chair: Chris Douglas — Chris.Douglas@outlook.com — 828-557-7190 
Sarah Dyer — sarahdyer0518@gmail.com — 618-604-0779 
Jim Smith — navitron@epbfi.com — 423-463-8821 
 
 

Kid bags 
If you could kindly return the children’s activity bags we’d appreciate it. We’ll use them for 
future services. Thank you! 
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Launch Schedule 
1. Dedication service—Sunday March 27 
Late afternoon service followed by a potluck style dinner. We'll dedicate our new space and 
invite members of sister congregations from our synod in the region to celebrate with us. 
 
2. Easter for Kids—Saturday April 9 
We'll invite families to our campus for a day to learn more about the most important day in 
history - the day Jesus rose from the dead! There will also be plenty of time for games, crafts, 
and an Easter Egg hunt. —— If you’d like to volunteer to help with this event please text   
Jennifer Melso (719-800-1280) or Greta Benjamin (678-327-7392). 
 
3. Grand Opening Phase 1 + Palm Sunday Pig Roast—Sunday April 10 
We'll hold our official grand opening service in the new space on Palm Sunday and invite our 
whole community to join us. By this date we will have all our immediate projects and fixes to 
the building completed. We'll also invite everyone to stay after worship for a pig roast! The 
great thing about a Palm Sunday grand opening is that we then have a great opportunity to 
invite guests back the following week for Easter.  
 
4. Grand Opening Phase 2 
We'll hold a Phase 2 launch within 12 months of our Phase 1 Grand Opening. That date will 
be determined by the completion of all our major exterior renovations and improvements.  

 

 

Foundations Bible Study 
We all want answers to life’s biggest questions. But the process for 
finding them often seems a bit intimidating. Where do I even start? 
How do I read the Bible? Will I even understand it? There’s no better 
place to start than by jumping into a Foundations Class. 
 
Check out the “Bible Basics” page on our website to hear more about the course and sign up 
for a study slot. https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics  
Get in touch with pastor if you want to jump in a group or individual class! 
 
 

Connection Cards 
Filling out a connection card will allow us to get your valuable feedback on our worship       
service. If this is your first time at Living Hope we also want the opportunity to give you a gift 
to say “thanks for being our guest!” You can place your cards in the offering plate/basket 
that is located near the entrance of the worship space. Also feel free to hand it to pastor on 
the way out. 

https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics
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Volunteer Opportunities for Church 

Audio/Visual Team: Living Hope is looking for at least two more people to help with our 
Audio/Visual team on Sunday mornings. This is a great way to help get our message of 
“hope for everyday” in front of people every Sunday! If you’re interested in learning 
something new or already have a background in AV please speak with Pastor Melso or Jeff 
Bogue. This position would only require a time commitment for Sunday mornings. Now 
that we don’t have to set up and take down the AV equipment, this will be an easier time 
to get some more backups trained and to get a volunteer rotation going.  
 
Snack Providers: Feed them and they will come! One of the easiest ways we can create a 
welcoming environment for members and guests is with food! Please consider signing up to 
help bring snacks for after worship. We’d love to expand this opportunity by adding more 
people who are willing to bring some homemade or store-bought snacks in order to bless our 
fellowship together. 
 
Greeters and Ushers: We can’t wait to welcome the community into our new worship space! 
To help us accomplish a warm welcome, we’re looking for some members to get on a rota-
tion as greeters and ushers. Our setup is far less complicated now that we have our own 
space but we’d still like to put up a few extra flags and signs each Sunday too. Whoever is on 
greeting duty will help out with that task too. 
 
Cleaners: Performing some basic church cleaning will go a long way in keeping our space wel-
coming and attractive to guests and our members too. Consider picking one month of the 
year to do a little bit of simple cleaning around the facility.  
 
Thanks for considering how you might serve in your new worship space! 

 

 

 

Pastor on Vacation 

Pastor and family will be out of town February 21-28th. He will still be able to be reached for 
any emergency. Pastor John Guse from Beautiful Savior Lutheran, Marietta GA, will be our 
guest preacher for Sunday Feb 27. 
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Communion at Living Hope 

Communion is important to us at Living Hope and we seek to honor the biblical view of close 

communion. Before coming up for communion, all adults should ask themselves these      

questions:  

1. Do you confess your sins and seek to turn away from the sins you confessed? 

2. Do you recognize that Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross is the only way sin is forgiven?  

3. Do you recognize that in the Sacrament you receive Jesus’ true body and true blood along 

with the bread and the wine? (1 Corinthians 11:27-29 + 1 Corinthians 10:15-17) 

4. Do you believe that the Bible IS God’s inspired Word and does not just contain some truths 

of God?  

5. Do you believe that Living Hope Lutheran Church teaches only the truth of God based on 
His inspired Word?  (A summary of these teachings is taught in the Foundations course.)  

 
 
 
   

Pastor Eric Melso 

423-933-2452 

pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 

www.livinghopechatt.com  

 /livinghopechatt 

 @livinghopechatt 

HOPE for everyday! 


