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We’re so glad you decided to worship with us today. You could have chosen to be anywhere 

this morning, and you chose to spend your time with Living Hope. Thank you! It’s an honor to 

have you here and to have the chance to fill you with hope. Welcome to Living Hope.  

Current Series: Come, Lord Jesus         

The Latin word adventus means “coming.” The last words in Scripture are “Come, Lord Jesus!” So, 

we enter a new Church Year with our eyes fixed on the End—capital “E”—when Jesus Christ will 

come and destroy this sin-broken world.  

Advent is necessary to prepare us for Christmas. It enables us to understand the true significance of 

Christmas. Advent allows us to see that because of what Christ did when he came the first time, 

believers need not fear when he comes again. Instead, we yearn for it. Come, Lord Jesus!  

 

Today’s Focus: Come, Lord Jesus! - As Messiah 

Jesus, our Messiah, has come to deliver us from sin, death and the devil. And he’s coming back 

soon to deliver us from this world of hardship and pain. Of course, waiting for him to come back 

can be difficult. We may grow impatient or complacent as we wait for our Messiah to return.      

Today, James tells us to wait with patience and perseverance. The Lord’s coming is near and in the 

meantime he will continue to pour out his compassion and mercy on us. 

 

 

 

welcome to 

WORSHIP  

CURRENT SERIES INFO 



3 

 

ABOUT LIVING HOPE 

Living Hope Lutheran Church is a brand new mission church on Chattanooga’s east side.  We are funded 

by and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a collection of over 1,300 churches 

across the United States and Canada.   

Living Hope succeeds in its mission when hope forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life.  

For more on our mission, background, and beliefs just visit our website: livinghopechatt.com  

 

ABOUT WORSHIP 

Worship at Living Hope is designed to fill you with hope! The message you hear at Living Hope will cen-

ter you on your Savior, Jesus, and what he's done for you.  Worship isn't just about filling up God with 

praise. Worship is all about God filling you with good news!   

 

We follow a basic order of service, called the liturgy. In the message,  in specially selected Scripture 

readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news 

(gospel) about Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include               

participation of those in attendance.   

• Feel free to get up to use restrooms at any time during the service. 

• Restrooms are located around the corner to your right. 

• A nursery is available for small children out the left-hand side of the worship space. 
Just look for the Kid’s Zone sign just past the info corner by the main entrance. Feel 
free to use that space during worship. The service will be livestreamed into the room. 
The nursery will be staffed during the sermon if parents wish to drop off children. 

• Kid activity bags are available and will be sanitized each week. 

• Please fill out a connection card. It’s our best way to stay in touch with you and thank 
  you for joining us today! You’ll find connection cards on the table at the entrance. 

 

• Everything you need to enjoy today’s worship will be found in this Worship Folder. 
  Songs will also be found on the screen. 

 

Show friends where you are—check in! 

/livinghopechatt 
 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net  A-730027 and CCLI A-21626251 
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Cantor sings 1st refrain then the congregation sings the refrain on repeat as the 

cantor sings the verses.  

1. See the glory of God and… 

2. Oh be strong, fear not and… 

3. For our God comes to save us, so… 

 

Music continues to play as the call to worship and confession is spoken.  

 
 

 

 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP   

Minister:  The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

 

Congregation:  And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
 

CONFESSION + ABSOLUTION  
M: Prepare the way for the Lord, 

C: make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

Advent Gathering Song 
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M: Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the rough ground 
shall become level, the rugged places a plain. 

C: And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all people will see it together. 

M: Dear friends, one day Christ will come in glory to deliver his people. Therefore, let us 
prepare our hearts to meet him by humbly seeking his forgiveness. 

C: Merciful Lord, shine your light into the shadows of our hearts.  

 For we have sinned and have failed to honor you as our merciful Messiah. 

 Chase away our darkness and fill us with your light. 

 Trusting in you we pray: Lord, have mercy on us.  

M: In Christ Jesus, the glory of the Lord has been revealed and all people have seen the 
salvation of our God. With his perfect life, Christ kept the law in our place. With his 
innocent death, he paid the price of our redemption. Christ now comes to you 
through his words of light and life: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the    
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

 
4.  Oh be patient, the Lord will...  

5.  Bring good news to the poor and...  

6.  For the way is prepared, so...  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your 
mighty deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with your 
light; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 
GOD’S WORD 

 
 
 

EPISTLE Isaiah 35:1-10 

The desert and the parched land will be glad; the wilderness will rejoice and blossom. 

 Like the crocus, 2 it will burst into bloom; it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy. 

The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, the splendor of Carmel and Sharon; 

 they will see the glory of the Lord, the splendor of our God. 

3 Strengthen the feeble hands, steady the knees that give way; 

 4 say to those with fearful hearts, “Be strong, do not fear; 

your God will come, he will come with vengeance; 

 with divine retribution he will come to save you.” 

5 Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped. 

 6 Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy. 

Water will gush forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert. 

 7 The burning sand will become a pool, the thirsty ground bubbling springs. 

In the haunts where jackals once lay, grass and reeds and papyrus will grow. 

8 And a highway will be there; it will be called the Way of Holiness; 

     it will be for those who walk on that Way. 

The unclean will not journey on it; wicked fools will not go about on it. 

 9 No lion will be there, nor any ravenous beast; they will not be found there. 
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But only the redeemed will walk there, 10  and those the Lord has rescued will return. 

 They will enter Zion with singing; everlasting joy will crown their heads. 

Gladness and joy will overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will flee away. 

              NIV 

 

 

 

 

PSALM Psalm 130:5-8 

M: I wait for the Lord, my whole being waits, 

C: and in his word I put my hope. 

M: I wait for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the morning, 

C: more than watchmen wait for the morning. 

M: Israel, put your hope in the Lord, for with the Lord is unfailing love 

C: and with him is full redemption. 

M: He himself will redeem Israel 

C: from all their sins. Amen. 
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Please stand 

 
GOSPEL Matthew 11:2-11 

2 When John, who was in prison, heard about the deeds of the Messiah, he sent his 

disciples 3 to ask him, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect some-

one else?” 

4 Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 5 The blind        

receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the 

dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. 6 Blessed is anyone 

who does not stumble on account of me.” 

7 As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: 

“What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swayed by the wind? 8 If not, 

what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear fine 

clothes are in kings’ palaces. 9 Then what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell 

you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it is written: 

“‘I will send my messenger ahead of you, 

    who will prepare your way before you.’ 

11 Truly I tell you, among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater 

than John the Baptist; yet whoever is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than 

he.            

           NIV 

M: The gospel of our Lord.   

C: Praise be to Christ. 
  

Please be seated 
 
 
 
 

CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE  
Children are invited to come forward into the front row for the children’s message. They will be 
given a special message designed just for them that ties in with the sermon. 
 

The Gospel centers our worship as it shares with us the good news about Christ. 
We stand out of respect for our Savior as we hear about his words and deeds 
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SERMON HYMN—There Is a Redeemer CWS747 
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SERMON James 5:7-11 

7 Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See 
how the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently 
waiting for the autumn and spring rains. 8 You too, be patient and 
stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near. 9 Don’t grumble 
against one another, brothers and sisters, or you will be judged. The 
Judge is standing at the door! 

10 Brothers and sisters, as an example of patience in the face of 
suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11 As 
you know, we count as blessed those who have persevered. You 
have heard of Job’s perseverance and have seen what the Lord       
finally brought about. The Lord is full of compassion and mercy. 
             
           NIV 
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THE WAITING IS THE HARDEST PART  
 

Questions to consider while hearing the sermon: 
1. What two words show up numerous times in these verses? 

2. Why are we especially not good at waiting for things  and being patient these days? 

3. We run into 2 different problems when we are told to wait: 

 #1— Waiting can cause _____________________________ 

 #2— Waiting can cause ______________________________ 

4. What tension is there in waiting for God’s promises? 

5. How did the Christians of James’ day view the return of Jesus? 

6. Why is the 2nd waiting problem actually more troubling than the 1st waiting problem? 

7. What promises of God does James highlight? 

8. Don’t wait AND hope. Wait ______ hope. 

Sermon notes:              _____________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

TRUTH — Rest in confidence that God has your situation handled, the final outcome 
determined by his compassion and mercy. 
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NICENE CREED 
 
 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the       
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and        
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
 

Please be seated 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

OFFERING 
We collect offerings out of thanks for what God has done for us so that we can support gospel 
work here and around the world. You can give using the envelope provided in your worship 
folder. You’ll also find instructions there for how to give online if you’d prefer. Thank you for 
supporting our gospel ministry! If you are a guest with us don’t feel obligated to contribute. 
This service is our free gift to you!   
 
 

Christians have used the Nicene Creed since the fourth century to 
unite themselves together and to obey God’s invitation to “confess 
with our mouth and believe with our hearts” (Romans 10:9).  

Please stand 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: In peace let us pray to the Lord.   

 For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all 

they need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 

M: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost 

in sin may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

C:  Christ, have mercy. 

M: For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of  heaven 

as we await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

M: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 

When Jesus’ disciples asked him how to pray he 
gave them the words of this prayer. (Matt. 6:9-13 
and Luke 11:2-4) Since Jesus advises we pray this 
way, we say “The Lord’s Prayer” every Sunday. 

Kyrie is the Greek word for Lord. The 
expression “Lord, have mercy” is 
one of the oldest worship responses 
in the Christian church. 
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Please see the announcement about our communion practice at the back of this worship folder. 
 

 

HOLY COMMUNION  
 

M: The Lord be with you.  

C: And also with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts.   

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  

C: It is good and right so to do. 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, whose way John 
the Baptist prepared when he called people to repentance and pointed to Jesus as the 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Therefore, with all the saints on earth 
and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 
 
 

Song: Holy, Holy, Holy (Sanctus) 
 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. 
The whole earth is full of your glory.  
You are my God, and I will exalt you. 

I will give you thanks, for you have become my salvation. 
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. 
The whole earth is full of your glory. 
 

 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
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DISTRIBUTION  
Personal Prayer: Lord Jesus, with joy and gratitude I now come to your table to receive the      
precious food of your life-giving body and blood. May it strengthen me to remain in you as you 
remain in me, so that I bear much fruit in devoted service to you and in acts of kindness to       
others. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

 

Song: Song of Simeon  
 

Lord let your servant depart in peace, 

according to your Word. 

For my eyes have seen your salvation, 

which you have prepared before the face 

of all people. 

A light to lighten the Gentiles  

and the glory of your people, Israel. 

 

 
 

 

BLESSING 
M: Brothers and sisters go in peace. 
 Live in harmony with one another; serve the Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.   

C: AMEN. 

Simeon sang this song as baby Jesus was presented 
to him in the temple. Simeon could now depart this 
world with joy, having seen his Savior face to face. 
We also depart worship today in peace having seen 
our Savior here in Word and Sacrament. 

The historical “blessing of Aaron” 
(Numbers 6:24-26) has been spoken 
over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  

As you wait to go up to the table take some moments 
to examine your heart. Acknowledge sin. Trust God’s 
forgiveness through Christ. Recognize the real      
presence of Jesus’ body and blood together with the 
bread and wine. (1 Corinthians 11:27-29) 
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PERFORMED BY KOINE 

CLOSING SONG—Comfort, Comfort All My People 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Upcoming services 
Join Living Hope in December for our Advent series called “Come, Lord Jesus!” Next week see 
how our Lord comes as Immanuel. 

 
 
 
 

Sunday Study and Sunday School—Today at @ 11:30 AM 
Sunday study for adults and Sunday school for children starts at 11:30. The adults will         
conclude a study focusing on Martin Luther. We’ll watch portions of the 2003 movie “Luther” 
and have some discussion after each viewing. Adults will have that study in the sanctuary and 
the children will meet in the Kids Zone classroom. 

 
 
 
 

Theology on Tap—on break until 2023 
Theology on Tap will be done for the season since and will pick back up in Spring 2023. 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Canvass—Saturday December 17 @ 10:30 AM 
Join us next Saturday to spread the word about our Christmas services to our immediate 
community. We’ve got over 800 apartments and townhomes within a mile of our church 
and so we can really get invitations out to a lot of people in a very short time! Please join us 
for some nice winter exercise as we post invitation cards on our neighbors doors! 

 
 
 
 

Christmas Worship 
Join Living Hope for Christmas Eve worship, a service with a meditative message and your   
favorite Christmas anthems. Then come back on Sunday, Christmas morning, for a service of 
lessons and carols. 
 
 A Savior is Born to Change the World - Saturday December 24 @ 6:30PM 
 A Savior is Born to Dwell Among Us - Sunday December 25  @ 10:00AM 

 
 
 
 
 

End of Year Ministry Update 

If you missed our latest ministry update that was held last Sunday you can listen to the up-
date on our website. Just follow this link: https://livinghopechatt.com/get-involved/
ministry-updates 
Password for the page is: hopeforeveryday 

https://livinghopechatt.com/get-involved/ministry-updates
https://livinghopechatt.com/get-involved/ministry-updates
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Foundations Bible Study 

We all want answers to life’s biggest questions. But the process 
for finding them often seems a bit intimidating. Where do I even 
start? How do I read the Bible? Will I even understand it? There’s 
no better place to start than by jumping into a Foundations Class. 
If you’re interested in membership here at Living Hope this is our 
“next step” class, but even if you’re not interested in membership 
you’ll find it to be a good overview of what God has to say to you 
in his Word.  
 
If you’re interested in attending the course just check the box on your connection envelope 
that says “I’d like to attend a membership class.” Class times are flexible and can be done in 
small groups or one-on-one with pastor. We have 2 group classes in session and can start 
one on one courses any time! 
 
 

 
 

 

Connection Envelopes 
We’d love to get your valuable feedback on our worship service today. If this is your first time 
at Living Hope we also want the opportunity to give you a gift to say “thanks for being our 
guest!” You can place your connection envelopes in the offering plate as it passes or in the 
basket located at the entrance of the sanctuary. Also feel free to just hand it to pastor. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Kid bags 
If you could kindly return the children’s activity bags we’d appreciate it. We’ll use them for 
future services. Thank you! 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to today’s musicians and vocalists! 
 Gretchen Bassett + David Dyer 
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Members’ Minute 
Birthday Blessings: 
December 15—David Dyer 
 
Anniversary Blessings: 
December 12—Jeff and Jean Bogue 
December 13—Purchase of our church facility (1 year) 
 
We pray for the following members, family, and friends:  
We pray for Mary Snyder who was taken to the emergency room on Friday with sudden and 
severe vision problems.  
We continue to pray for Dee Butcher [Smith] suffering from a leg injury and recovering at 
home. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Communion at Living Hope 

Communion is important to us at Living Hope and we seek to honor the biblical view of close 

communion. Before coming up for communion, all adults should ask themselves these      

questions:  

1. Do you confess your sins and seek to turn away from the sins you confessed? 

2. Do you recognize that Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross is the only way sin is forgiven?  

3. Do you recognize that in the Sacrament you receive Jesus’ true body and true blood along 

with the bread and the wine? (1 Corinthians 11:27-29 + 1 Corinthians 10:15-17) 

4. Do you believe that the Bible IS God’s inspired Word and does not just contain some truths 

of God?  

5. Do you believe that Living Hope Lutheran Church teaches only the truth of God based on 
His inspired Word?  (A summary of these teachings is taught in the Foundations course.)  
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Service Teams — Today 
 Sunday Setup Team—Snyders  
 Snack Provider—Gretchen Bassett, Sarah Dyer    

Ushers—Ben Mattson, Brad Thom 
Acolyte—Lydia Dyer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Eric Melso 

423-933-2452 

pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 

www.livinghopechatt.com  

 /livinghopechatt 

 @livinghopechatt 

HOPE for everyday! 

Service Teams — Next week December 18 
 Sunday Setup Team— Grimms, Melody Meyer  
 Snack Provider— Rick Falls, Don McCary 

Ushers—Ken Basset, Mitchell Beckman 
Acolyte—Dagon Talley 


