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We’re so glad you decided to worship with us today. You could have chosen to be anywhere 

this morning, and you chose to spend your time with Living Hope. Thank you! It’s an honor to 

have you here and to have the chance to fill you with hope. Welcome to Living Hope.  

Current Series: Crushed               Season of Lent 

When someone is devastated or defeated or despondent we speak of him being "crushed." It 
could be due to some agonizing loss or unrealized dreams. It could be due to carrying a crush-
ingly heavy load of guilt over some past mistake. In a broken world, it is simply a matter of time 
before we feel crushed. This is why we need Lent. The word Lent comes from an Old English 
word for Spring: "lengten," when the days grow longer. For 1400 years the Church has set 
aside the 40 days between Ash Wednesday and Easter as a time of repentance and renewal. 
Believers humbly acknowledge that sin is the ultimate source of all the crushing moments in 
life. Our sin even crushed Christ. Yet, on Easter Sunday, Jesus took up his life again. Our Savior 
crushed both death and the serpent's head. Yes, Lent is a solemn season. But it is also a season 
of great hope. With the psalmist we say, "The Lord saves those who are crushed in spirit."  

 
 

Today’s Focus: Condemnation Crushed 

The parable of the prodigal son we’re looking at today is well-known and well-loved—and for 

good reason. With this parable, Jesus makes the extravagance and consistency of God’s grace 

so clear, for prodigal and finger pointer alike. The condemnation that hangs over our heads as 

prodigals and sinners is crushed by God’s over and above, extravagant, amazing grace. And the 

condemnation we pass on others is crushed by that same consistent grace of our Father who 

gives Jesus for all, wants none to perish, and all to be his own.       

Amazing grace crushes condemnation. 

welcome to 

WORSHIP  

CURRENT SERIES INFO 
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ABOUT LIVING HOPE 

Living Hope Lutheran Church is a brand new mission church on Chattanooga’s east side.  We are funded 

by and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a collection of over 1,300 churches 

across the United States and Canada.   

Living Hope succeeds in its mission when hope forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life. 

For more on our mission, background, and beliefs just visit our website: livinghopechatt.com  

 

ABOUT WORSHIP 

Worship at Living Hope is designed to fill you with hope! The message you hear at Living Hope will     

center you on your Savior, Jesus, and what he's done for you.  Worship isn't just about  filling up God 

with praise. Worship is all about God filling you with good news!   
 

We follow a basic order of service, called the liturgy. In the message,  in specially selected Scripture 

readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news 

(gospel) about Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include               

participation of those in attendance.   

• Feel free to get up to use restrooms at any time during the service. 

• Restrooms are located around the corner to your right. 

• A nursery is available for small children out the left-hand side of the worship space. 
Just look for the Kid’s Zone sign just past the info corner by the main entrance. Feel 
free to use that space during worship. The service will be livestreamed into the room. 

• Kid activity bags are available and will be sanitized each week. 

• Please fill out a connection card. It’s our best way to stay in touch with you and thank 
  you for joining us today! You’ll find connection cards on the table at the entrance. 

 

• Everything you need to enjoy today’s worship will be found in this Worship Folder. 
  Songs will also be found on the screen. 

 
Show friends where you are—check in! 

/livinghopechatt 

 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net  A-730027  
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CALL TO WORSHIP  
Minister:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation:  Amen.  

 

 

 

 

The name of the Triune God and sign of the 
cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 

OPENING HYMN — Drawn to the Cross 
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CONFESSION  

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as 

his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punish-

ment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.  

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I 

have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in  

Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse 

me from my sin, and take away my guilt.  

 

In every worship service we confess 
our sins then cling to the forgiveness 
that Jesus gives us. Confession is called 
the “heartbeat of the Christian.” 

In Hopelessness and Near Despair—CWS 738:1-2 
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ABSOLUTION  

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent 

death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear 

child. May God give you strength to live according to his will. 

C: Amen.  

 

 
  

The congregation sings In Hopelessness and Near Despair, stanzas 3 and 4:  

3. I tremble as I feel your hand, Expecting retribution,  

Yet hear no curse or reprimand, But grace and absolution: 

With you there is forgiveness, Lord,  

You speak the sweet, consoling Word,  

And I am sure you love me! 

4. Forgiven, free of guilt and shame, Grant me some time to render 

A gift to glorify your name, Love to reflect your splendor: 

This world must know what I have learned,  

That you bestow what none has earned:  

The joy of full forgiveness! 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Almighty God, we confess that we deserve to be punished for our evil deeds. But we 

ask you graciously to cleanse us from all sin and to comfort us with your salvation; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 
 
 

GOD’S WORD 
 

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 12:1-6 

In that day you will say: 

“I will praise you, Lord. 
    Although you were angry with me, 
your anger has turned away 
    and you have comforted me. 
2 Surely God is my salvation; 
    I will trust and not be afraid. 
The Lord, the Lord himself, is my strength and my defense; 
    he has become my salvation.” 
3 With joy you will draw water 
    from the wells of salvation. 

4 In that day you will say: 

“Give praise to the Lord, proclaim his name; 
    make known among the nations what he has done, 
    and proclaim that his name is exalted. 
5 Sing to the Lord, for he has done glorious things;  
    let this be known to all the world. 
6 Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion, 
    for great is the Holy One of Israel among you.”     
           NIV 
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EPISTLE Romans 8:1-10 
 

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2 because 
through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of 
sin and death. 3 For what the law was powerless to do because it was weakened by the 
flesh, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh  to be a sin offering. 

And so he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the 
law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the flesh but according to the 
Spirit. 

5 Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the flesh desires; 
but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit 
desires. 6 The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the Spirit 
is life and peace. 7 The mind governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit 
to God’s law, nor can it do so. 8 Those who are in the realm of the flesh cannot please 
God. 

9 You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if   
indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, 
they do not belong to Christ. 10 But if Christ is in you, then even though your body is 
subject to death because of sin, the Spirit gives life because of righteousness. 
           
           NIV 

 

 

 
 

CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE  
Children are invited to come forward into the front row for the children’s message. They will be 
given a special message designed just for them that ties in with the sermon. 
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SERMON HYMN—Jesus Sinners Does Receive 
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Please stand 
 

SERMON Luke 15:11-32 
11 Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, 

give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them. 

13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there 

squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that 

whole country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that coun-

try, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs 

were eating, but no one gave him anything. 

17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food to spare, 

and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have 

sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one 

of your hired servants.’ 20 So he got up and went to his father. 

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran 

to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. 

21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to 

be called your son.’ 

22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his fin-

ger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this 

son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate. 

25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and danc-

ing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. 27 ‘Your brother has come,’ he 

replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.’ 

28 “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him. 
29 But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed your 

orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this 

son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf 

for him!’ 

31 “‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 32 But we had to 

celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is 

found.’”           NIV 

M: The gospel of our Lord.   

C: Praise be to Christ.  Please be seated 

The Gospel centers our worship as it shares with us the good news about Christ. 
We stand out of respect for our Savior as we hear about his words and deeds 
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CONDEMNATION IS CRUSHED BY GOD ’S GRACE 
 

Questions to consider while hearing the sermon:  
1. What might be a better name for this parable than “the prodigal son?” 

2. What shocking things did the prodigal son say and do?  

3. When does the son finally come to his senses? 

4. How would you describe the father’s love when his son returns? 

5. What was the older brother’s problem? 

6. How does the father show grace to the older son too? 

7. Which brother do you identify more with? 

8. In what ways does the Father meet you and me, the prodigals, with his grace?  

9. In what ways does the Father meet you and me, the finger pointers, with his grace?  

10. This is really the story of our prodigal ___________ , who is recklessly extravagant 
and consistent with his grace to us. 

My Notes: 

 

 

 

 

TRUTH — Our Father is recklessly extravagant and amazingly consistent with his 
grace for us. 
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Please stand 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He       
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge 
the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the             
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

Christians have used the Apostles’ Creed since the second century to 
unite themselves together and to obey God’s invitation to “confess 
with our mouth and believe with our hearts” (Romans 10:9).  
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Please be seated 
 

 

OFFERING 
We collect offerings out of thanks for what God has done for us so that we can support Gospel 
work here and around the world. If you are a guest with us don’t feel obligated to contribute. 
This service is our free gift to you!  We will not be passing any offering plates at this time. 
Please deposit your offerings in the basket near the exit as you leave today. Thank you! 
You can also go online to give with our Paypal button on the website:  livinghopechatt.com/give 
Or give from your phone using the QR code below. 
 

 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

M: Almighty God, You order and number our days according to Your wisdom. Give us repent-
ant hearts, lest we perish with this world of violence and suffering. 
 

C: Help us always to hold fast to Christ for life and salvation. 
 

M: Gracious Lord, You take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but desire that they would 
turn and live. Give pastors courage to warn of sin and death. Give all Christians strength to de-
fend that message. 
 

C: Turn sinners to life by the proclamation of Christ, who delivers from all unrighteousness. 
 

M: God of all, You establish justice not through the desires of sinners but by Your Law, which is 
for all. 
 

C: Enlighten the authorities of this and every nation, that they might rule justly for true good. 
 

M: Holy God, remember Your people who cry to You for mercy in a world where towers fall 
and sinners work evil. Deliver those in need of healing and comfort, especially the people of 
Ukraine whose lives have been ravaged by the pangs of war. 
 

C: Strengthen them to look to You for help in their time of affliction. 
 

M: Lord of live, You have brought us into Your vineyard and appointed us to bear good fruit. 
Receive our thanks for Your patience. 
 

C: Grant that we would show Your love and grace in all that we say and do. 
 

 

M: Merciful Savior, our condemnation lies crushed at the foot of you cross. May your peace, 
mercy and grace follow us all the days of our life until we stand at your side in glory unending. 
 

C: In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 
 

https://livinghopechatt.com/give
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

 
 
 

BLESSING 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.   
C: AMEN. 

 
 

 

The historical “blessing of Aaron” 
(Numbers 6:24-26) has been spoken 
over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  

CLOSING SONG—Amazing Grace 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Upcoming services 
Join Living Hope next Sunday for our Grand Opening service!  
• Next Sunday: April 10—Palm Sunday Grand Opening 
• Palm Sunday Pig Roast after worship 
• Good Friday April 15th  - 4:00PM 
• Easter Sunday April 17—10:00AM 

 
Ministry Update April 3—after worship today 

Stay after the worship service today to hear more about our next steps in ministry and offer 
input. Children’s Sunday school will take place concurrently. Their class will meet in the chil-
dren’s classroom by the Kid’s Zone sign.  
 

Easter for Kids—Saturday April 9—10:00AM—11:30AM 
We'll invite families to our campus for a day to learn more about the most important day in 
history - the day Jesus rose from the dead! There will also be plenty of time for games, crafts, 
and an Easter Egg hunt. 

  
 We have nearly 70 children registered for the event! If you can help out as an aide (and an egg

-hider) we’d love to have you involved. We’ll need all the help we can get to corral 70 kids! 
Please reach out to Jennifer Melso and let her know that you’re available to help. 
  Jennifer Melso: 719-800-1280  jdmelso91@gmail.com 
 

Palm Sunday Pig Roast—Sunday April 10th—after worship 
We can’t wait to have you join us for our first ever Palm Sunday Pig Roast after grand opening 
worship! A hog will be slow cooked on the smoker for everyone to enjoy. Please sign up to 
bring a side-dish, drinks, or dessert for the meal.  
 
Lois Thom from our Launch Team is coordinating the meal and setup for the event. Please 
reach out to Lois if you’d like to sign up for bringing a dish or can help with the event cleanup 
after the meal. 
 Lois Thom: 678-488-1316 loisandbradt86@gmail.com 
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Ongoing Facility Projects 
There’s a short list of some immediate repairs we’d like to get done before our Easter for 
Kids and Grand Opening weekend. If you’re able to come in and help during the week please 
let pastor or Chris Douglas know. 

 
 Building Committee Contact Info 

 Committee Chair: Chris Douglas — Chris.Douglas@outlook.com — 828-557-7190 
 Sarah Dyer — sarahdyer0518@gmail.com — 618-604-0779 
 Jim Smith — navitron@epbfi.com — 423-463-8821 

 
 

Fellowship Outing—Chattanooga Lookouts—Friday April 29th—7:15PM 
 Living Hope’s next outing is our second trip to Lookouts baseball game. 

We can get a group rate for going as a church. Please sign up at the 
sheet outside the sanctuary or reach out to Fellowship coordinator 
Robbin Lundquist. Tickets are $11 each. Please pay Robbin in advance.  

  Robbin Lundquist: 423-774-5940
 rlundquist34@gmail.com  

  
 
 
Foundations Bible Study 

We all want answers to life’s biggest questions. But the process for 
finding them often seems a bit intimidating. Where do I even start? 
How do I read the Bible? Will I even understand it? There’s no better 
place to start than by jumping into a Foundations Class. 
 
Check out the “Bible Basics” page on our website to hear more about the course and sign up 
for a study slot. https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics  
Get in touch with pastor if you want to jump in a group or individual class 

Pastor Eric Melso 

423-933-2452 

pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 

www.livinghopechatt.com  

 /livinghopechatt 

@livinghopechatt Hope for everyday! 

https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics

